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ABSTRACT 
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QUICK CHANGE EXPANDABLE OIL PAN 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to apparatus for draining oil 
from a boat’s oil pan in an ecologically safe manner. 
The normal procedure for draining the boat’s engine 

oil is to remove the drain plug and drain the oil into the 
boat’s hull or bilge. Then the oil and water in the bilge 
are pumped over the side of the boat or drained out the 
hull drain plug at the stern of the boat. After the hull is 
emptied a mild detergent is dumped into the hull for 
clearning and that oily mixture is also pumped over the 
side or drained out of the hull. The only alternative 
method is to suck the oil out of the oil pan through the 
dip stick tube, leaving large amounts of sludge in the oil 
pan. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides an expandable pan for 
draining and recovering the boat’s engine oil without 
spilling the oil into the environment. 
A preferred embodiment of this invention comprises 

an expandable oil pan for trapping the oil coming out of 
the engine’s oil pan and transferring the oil to a waiting 
container where it can be recovered and recycled. The 
pan, in a collapsed state, is placed under the engine oil 
pan prior to removing the plug. Once in place, the pan 
is expanded so it doesn’t miss a drop of the oil. Attached 
to the end of the pan ia a 4 foot, % inch hose which is 
placed so that the open end of the hose is sticking out of 
the hull drain plug. As the oil drains into the expandable 
pan it passes down the sloped bottom of the pan and out 
the hose into a waiting container where it can be recov 
ered and recycled. 

It is thus a principal object of this invention to pro 
vide apparatus for the safe transfer of oil from the en 
gine oil pan of a boat engine to a container for recovery 
and recycling. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is an elevation view of a preferred embodi 
ment of this invention with the pan fully expanded. 
FIG. 2 is a view similar to that of FIG. 1 with the pan 

in a collapsed state. 
FIG. 3 is a plan view looking down on the pan shown 

in FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is an illustrative view of the pan placed in a 

position to receive and transfer the oil being drained. 

2 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, collapsable pan 10 comprises 
5 a bottom member 12 of rectangular cross section form 
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ing a well within and having an outlet 14 with a hose 
?xture 16 on the outside. The interior of bottom mem 
ber 12 is provided with a false bottom 17 sloped toward 
outlet 14. 

Extending up from the sides of bottom member 12 are 
collapsible side walls 18, 22, 24, and 26 forming interior 
space for receiving the oil as will be later described. 
At the top edges of the side walls is mounted a top 

member 28 for enclosing the interior space. Member 28 
has an annular lip 32 surrounding a short, vertical exten 
sion 34 forming an opening for receiving the oil. 

In using expandable pan 10, as seen in FIG. 4, pan 10 
in its collapsed state is placed under engine oil pan 36 
and then expanded so that extension 34 encloses plug 38 
which is removed to permit the oil to drain. The oil 
entering pan 24 is directed by false bottom 17 to outlet 
14. 
Attached to hose connection 16 is a hose 42 which 

passes through hull drain plug 44. The oil draining 
through outlet 14 passes through hose 42 into a waiting 
container 46 where the oil can be recovered and recy 
cled. 

This invention offers boat owners an ecologically safe 
and cost effective device for the draining and recover 
ing of their boats’ engine oil. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An expandable pan for trapping and directing oil 

from an engine within a boat, comprising a bottom 
member of rectangular cross section with walls forming 
a well within, collapsible sidewalls having top and side 
edges extending up from the sides of said bottom joined 
along their respective side edges forming interior space 
for accommodating said oil, a top member engaging the 
top edges of said sidewalls for enclosing said space, said 
top member having walls extending downwardly to 
engage said top edges of side walls and a lip extending 
inwardly at right angles to and from the tops of said top 
member walls and forming an upwardly directed exten 
sion surrounded by said lip for providing access to the 
interior of said pan, an outlet formed within a wall of 
said bottom member, said outlet communicating with a 
hose fixture on the outside of said bottom member for 
engagement with a length of hose, said bottom member 
having a false bottom within said well sloped to direct 
any entering oil to said opening, so that oil entering said 
pan is directed through said outlet and said length of 
hose to a waiting container for recovery and recycling, 
said sidewalls being expanded upwardly when oil is to 
be collected and collapsed for removal and storage of 
said pan. 
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