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[57] ABSTRACT 
A spring clip for attaching articles to a support surface 
includes an elongated spring member having opposed 
end portions adapted to resiliently engage the support 
surface and to have its central body releasably attached 
to the support surface. An actuating lever has one end 
attached to the spring adjacent one end of the spring 
with the lever extending in spaced relation to the spring 
to a free end near the other end of the spring. Resilient 
spacer means between the spring and lever acts as a 
fulcrum whereby force applied to the free end of the 
lever in the direction of the support surface will raise 
the end of the spring from the surface to enable articles 
to be inserted thereunder. 

21 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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PUSH RELEASE SPRING CLIP 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to spring clips of the type em 

ployed for releasably supporting articles on a surface 
and more particularly to an improved spring clip which 
may be releasably mounted on a support surface and 
which may easily be operated to releasably attach arti 
cles on or release articles from the support surface. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Spring clips have long been used to mount articles on 

support surfaces such as mirrors, doors, automobile 
Windshields, walls, refrigerators, store windows, peg 
boards and the like, and various means such as suction 
cups, magnets and the like have been used to releasably 
attach the spring clip to the surface to which the articles 
are to be mounted. Examples of such prior art devices 
may be found in US. Pat. Nos. 957,804; 993,989; 
2,505,899 and 2,800,078, each of which disclose a suc 
tion cup molded of a resilient rubber or rubber-like 
material having a thickened central body portion and an 
elongated resilient spring element molded within and 
extending outwardly from the body portion. The elon 
gated springs are shaped to have one end projecting 
outwardly past the suction cup in position to bear 
against and be deformed by the surface to which the 
suction cup is attached. 
The prior art spring clips of this general type have 

not been entirely satisfactory in that it has generally 
been necessary to physically lift the resilient spring 
element from the surface to which the device is 
mounted, thereby applying a lifting force acting against 
the suction force of the cup. This frequently resulted in 
the partial vacuum created by the resiliency of the suc 
tion cup being partially or entirely relieved, with the 
result that the suction cup frequently fell off the surface. 
Further, manually lifting the spring element required 
physically grasping the spring or inserting something 
under the terminal end portion of the spring to pry it 
from contact with the support surface to enable an 
article to be inserted thereunder. Thus, lifting the spring 
element was frequently awkward or inconvenient, mak 
ing the devices dif?cult to use. 
The use of magnetic mounting structures for spring 

clips generally has been limited to an arrangement 
wherein a separately operable spring biased clamping 
arrangement is physically mounted upon a rigid support 
which in turn is attached to a body of magnetic material 
which may be magnetically attracted and held onto a 
metallic surface. The magnetic mounting structure gen 
erally has a dimension suf?ciently great to permit a push 
action release of the spring biased clamp without dis 
lodging the magnetic support to enable an article to be 
inserted into the open jaws of the clamp at a location 
spaced from the support surface. While such devices are 
widely used, their construction is relatively expensive 
and they are only useful for mounting articles onto a 
magnetic surface. The spring biased clamping structure 
conventionally used on such clamps generally are not 
adaptable to a resilient mounting structure such as a 
suction cup or on a resilient body or head attached to a 
fastener such as a screw or the like. Further, neither the 
spring biased magnetically supported clamping devices 
nor the suction cup mounted spring clips has generally 
been universally adaptable to many mounting surfaces 
such as un?nished or semi-?nished wood, drywall, plas 
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2 
ter, fabric or pegboard type surfaces. Accordingly, it is 
a primary object of the present invention to provide an 
improved, easy-to-use spring clip which overcomes the 
disadvantages of the known prior art spring clips. 
Another object is to provide such an improved spring 

clip structure which is universally adaptable to be 
mounted on various types of surfaces and to use differ 
ent, interchangeable mounting means for attaching the 
spring clip to different surfaces. 
Another object is to provide such an improved spring 

clip which may be operated by a simple push action 
which does not apply undue stress to the mounting 
structure or tend to dislodge the mounting structure 
from the support surface. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In the attainment of the foregoing and other objects 
and advantages of the invention, an important feature 
resides in providing a spring element formed from a 
relatively thin sheet~like material and having a central 
body portion adapted to be releasably attached to a 
support surface, a ?rst end portion adapted to releasably 
clamp an article against the surface and a second end 
portion adapted to contact the surface when the spring 
element is mounted thereomAn actuating lever is at 
tached to the elongated body intermediate the central 
portion and its ?rst or clamping end, and extends in 
outwardly spaced relation to the body. Fastener means 
adapted to be attached to the surface has spring support 
means for engaging and releasably retaining the spring 
element to mount the clamp onto the support surface, 
with the ?rst and second ends of the spring in contact 
with the surface. The actuating lever extends over the 
fastener means in the direction of the second end por 
tion of the spring and in spaced relation thereto with the 
fastener means extending outwardly from the spring 
and contacting the lever. A force applied to the lever in 
the direction of the support surface tends to pivot the 
lever about the point of contact with the fastener means 
to lift the ?rst end portion of the spring from contact 
with the support surface to permit articles to be inserted 
thereunder. 
The fastener means may include a projecting head for 

contact with the actuating lever to act as a fulcrum or 
pivot point for the lever to facilitate de?ecting the resil 
ient spring element to lift the clamping end from the 
support surface. A plurality of interchangeable fastener 
elements may be employed with the spring element, 
with the respective fastener elements each being 
adapted to be releasably attached to a particular surface 
such as wood, glass, pegboard, plaster, magnetic sur 
face, or the like. For attaching to a smooth surface such 
as glass, the fastening element may be in the form of a 
suction cup having an integrally formed head adapted 
to have the spring body releasably attached thereto as 
by insertion through a keyhole opening in the spring 
body with a groove in the resilient head of the suction 
cup engaging a retaining slot in the opening and with 
the head portion projecting outwardly from the spring 
body in position to engage the actuating lever. 

Other fastening devices may include a screw fastener 
having an enlarged resilient head mounted thereon for 
engaging and retaining the spring body to mount the 
device on a wood or similar surface, or a resilient clip 
arrangement for mounting the device on a pegboard. 
Since the clamp is actuated by a pushing force toward 
the supporting surface, attaching and releasing articles 
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to the surface using the device does not have any ten 
dency to dislodge the fastener and the spring clamp 
from the supporting surface. The actuating lever may 
be integrally formed with the spring body or separately 
formed and either permanently or releasably attached 
to the spring body. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other features and advantages of the invention will 
be apparent from the detailed description contained 
hereinbelow, taken in conjunction with the drawings, in 
which: 
FIG. 1 is an isometric view of an improved spring 

clamp device embodying the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a longitudinal vertical sectional view, in 

elevation, of the spring clip shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a transverse vertical sectional view showing 

a modi?cation to the structure of FIGS. 1 and 2; 
FIG. 4 is an exploded isometric view of an alternate 

embodiment of the invention; 
FIGS. 5A and 5B are sectional views, in elevation, of 

a further embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view showing an alternate fas 

tener means for attaching the spring clip assembly to a 
support surface; 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view showing a further embodi 

ment of the fastener means; 
FIG. 8 is a sectional view showing a further embodi 

ment of the fastener means; and 
FIG. 9 is a vertical sectional view showing a further 

embodiment of the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, a preferred 
embodiment of the improved spring clip assembly ac 
cording to the present invention is illustrated in FIGS. 
1 and 2 and is indicated generally by the reference nu 
meral 10. Clip 10 includes an elongated spring member 
12 formed from a relatively thin sheet of spring material 
such as spring steel or a high strength resilient plastic 
and having a key-shaped opening 14 formed in its cen 
tral body portion 15. Spring 12 also includes a curved 
clamping end portion 16, preferably having its terminal 
end covered with a resilient high friction material such 
as a soft plastic as indicated at 18 in FIG. 2, and a simi 
larly curved rear end portion or stabilizing foot portion 
20 also preferably having a resilient coating 22 formed 
thereon, with coatings 18 and 22 acting both to provide 
a high friction, slip resistant characteristic to the assem 
bly and to provide as a protective cover to prevent any 
sharp edges or corners from marring or scratching the 
support surface. In the embodiments shown in FIGS. 
1-4, end portions 16 and 20 are curved downwardly 
from the general plane of central body 15 to engage and 
be de?ected upward by a support surface when the 
assembly is mounted on the surface. 
An elongated release arm or lever 24 has one end 26 

attached to the resilient spring member 12 at a location 
between the central opening 14 and the clamping end 
16. Lever 24 extends in outwardly spaced relation to the 
top surface and overlaying the opening 14 in spring 12 
and terminates in a free end 28 spaced from the stabiliz 
ing foot 20. Preferably a central opening 30 is formed in 
the lever 24 at a location overlying the narrow or 
necked-in portion 32 of the keyhole shaped opening 14 
for purposes to be described more fully hereinbelow. 
Opening 14 also has an enlarged section 34 dimensioned 
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4 
to freely receive the resilient head 36 of a fastener ele 
ment indicated generally at 38. 

Fastener 38 may include a conventional resilient suc 
tion cup element 40 which, when mounted on spring 12 
and in the relaxed state, projects from the central body 
portion 15 of spring 12 a distance greater than the 
clamping end 16 and foot 20. A narrow neck or groove 
42 is formed in the head 36, with the groove 42 dimen 
sioned to be received in the narrow locking slot 32 after 
the head 36 has been projected through the larger por 
tion 34 of the keyhole opening 14. The dimension of the 
head 38 is such that, when the groove or neck 42 is 
received in the keyhole slot 32, the resilient head bears 
against the undersurface of the release arm or lever 24 
in the area of the opening 30. An interference ?t be 
tween the slot or neck 42 and the opening 32 releasably 
retains the suction cup fastener in assembled relation 
with the metallic spring body. 

In order to attach the clamping device 10 to a sup 
porting surface such as a mirror, refrigerator door, or 
the like, the suction cup is positioned against the sup 
porting surface and pressure is applied to the release 
lever in a direction toward the supporting surface. This 
pressure is transmitted through the head 38 to attach the 
suction cup in the conventional manner. This force will 
also bend the spring body suf?ciently to apply a force 
through the ends 16 and 20 of the spring 12 to the sur 
face. 
Once the clamping device is attached to a surface, 

articles may easily be inserted under the clamping end 
of the assembly by applying a simple pushing force to 
the rearwardly projecting free end 28 of the actuating 
lever 24 to lift the clamping end 16 from contact with 
the surface. This action, while raising the clamping foot, 
automatically applies attaching pressure to the suction 
cup each time the device is actuated so that frequent 
actuation assures continued suction force applied by the 
suction cup to retain the assembly in position. 
The elongated spring member 12 and release lever 24 

preferably are formed as a unitary structure, either 
being formed of a single piece of material which is 
folded upon itself at the clamping end 16 or as separate 
pieces which are subsequently rigidly joined, as by spot 
welding or the like. In an alternate embodiment de 
scribed hereinbelow, however, the two elements may 
be separately formed and releasably attached in a man 
ner to provide essentially the same mechanical interac 
tion. 
FIG. 3 illustrates a slight modi?cation of the struc 

ture illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 wherein a retainer 46 is 
provided to securely retain the fastener head 36 in the 
keyhole opening of the spring body 12. In this embodi 
ment, the retainer comprises an annular ring 48 which 
surrounds the projecting fastener head 36 between the 
top surface of spring member 12 and the bottom surface 
of release arm 24. Integrally formed on and projecting 
outwardly and downwardly from the ring 48 is a pair of 
generally arcuate arms 50 each terminating in a tapered 
end 52 adapted to be pushed through and snapped into 
corresponding openings positioned one at each side of 
the narrow locking part 32 of the keyhole shaped open 
ing. A detent is formed adjacent the tapered ends 52 to 
releasably hold the retainer in position relative to the 
spring element whereby the ring 48 prevents inadver 
tent disassembly of the spring and retainer head. The 
retainer 46 is preferably formed from a resilient material 
such as plastic to facilitate assembly and to enable lim 
ited de?ection, if necessary, as a result of pressure on 
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the actuating lever. It is believed apparent that the re 
tainer 46 could act as the fulcrum for the actuating lever 
24, if desired, in—which case the fastener head 34 need 
not engage theactuating lever. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, an alternate embodiment of 5 
the invention is illustrated in which the elongated spring 
element 60 and actuating lever 62 are formed as separate 
pieces which are releasably assembled together. The 
spring member 60 includes a central substantially ?at 
body portion 64 having a downturned clamping end 66 
similar to end 16 of the embodiment described above. 
At the opposite or reaction end, spring 60 has a pair of 
spaced reaction legs or feet 68 which are spaced apart to 
provide stability against tilting, with the inner, gener 
ally opposed surfaces 70 of the legs 68 extending up 
wardly and intersecting a substantially circular central 
opening 72. An elongated, transversely extending gen 
erally rectangular opening 74 is formed in the central 
body portion 64 at a location spaced from the central 
opening 72 in the direction of the clamping foot 66, and 
a pair of laterally spaced generally parallel rectangular 
openings 76 are formed one on each side of central 
opening 72. Preferably surfaces 70 of legs 68 intersect 
the circular opening 72 at locations to provide a re 
stricted entrance 78 to the central opening 72 to provide 
retainer means for the fastener head such as the head 34 
described hereinabove. 

Actuating lever 62 is provided with a downturned 
end portion 80 terminating in an integrally formed hook 
element 82 adapted to be received in the opening 74, 
and an elongated substantially planar body portion 84 
preferably having a central opening 86 formed therein 
in position to overlie the central opening 72 in spring 
member 60. A pair of downwardly extending closely 
spaced leg members 88, 90 are integrally formed on the 
body 84 at each side edge thereof outboard of the cen 
tral opening 86, with each leg 88, 90 being formed at its 
lower end with a tapered detent member adapted to be 
pressed through the openings 76 to releasably retain the 
actuating lever on the top surface of the spring element. 
Preferably, the length of the legs 88, 90 are such that, 
when received in the openings 76, the bottom surface of 
body 84 rests upon the top surface of the resilient actua 
tor head 36 so that pressure applied to the rear end 
portion in the direction of arrow 92 will apply a lifting 
force through the hook 82 to the clamping end 66 of the 
clip in substantially the same manner as described 
above. Also, legs 88, 90 may be formed with shoulders 
91, 92, respectively, which will engage the top surface 
of the body portion adjacent the openings 76 and act as 
the fulcrum for the lever 62, whereby contact with the 
retainer element by the lever is not required. 

If desired, the central opening 86 may be formed in a 
punching operation which simultaneously provides a 
downturned lip 94 in position to ?t within a recess 95 in 
the top of the underlying fastener head 34 to provide 
additional retention for the assembly against removal or 
dislodgement from the fastener. Alternatively, other 
retaining means such as a separately formed ring mem 
ber indicated at 96 may be attached, as by bonding, to 
the under surface of the body 84 surrounding the open 
ing 86 to serve the same function. For normal use, how 
ever, the detent provided by the dimension of the en 
trance 78 to the opening 72 should normally provide 
suf?cient resistance to dislodgement from the fastener 
element head. 
FIGS. 5A and 5B show a further embodiment of the 

invention wherein the elongated spring body 100 is a 
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6 
generally arcuate member having a central opening 102 
formed therein for receiving a screw fastener 104 for 
attaching the assembly to a support surface 106 as 
shown in FIG. 5B. An elongated actuating lever 108 has 
one end 109 attached to the elongated spring 100 adja 
cent one end 110 thereof by suitable means such as spot 
welding. Lever 108 and extends along the spring body 
in spaced relation thereto. An opening 112 is formed in 
lever 108 in position to overlie the,opening 102 in spring 
body 100 and a resilient spacer member 113 having a 
recess 114 in its top surface is provided between the 
spring and lever. To attach the clamp element to a 
support surface, a screw or other suitable fastener is 
inserted through the opening 112, the spacer element 
113 and the opening 102, and a screwdriver or other 
suitable means is inserted through the opening 112 to 
turn the screw and attach the assembly to the support 
surface, drawing the arcuate spring body 100 into ?rm 
surface-to-surface contact with the support surface 106. 
As in the embodiments described above, force applied 
to the overhanging end portion 116 of lever 108 in the 
direction of arrow 118 will lift its opposite end 110 and 
the attached portion of spring 100 to permit articles to 
be inserted thereunder. 
FIGS. 6-8 illustrate alternate embodiments of fas 

tener means which may be employed with the clamp 
elements shown in FIGS. 14. Each of these fasteners 
may include a resilient, generally cylindrical molded 
spacer element 120 having a central opening 122 ex 
tending therethrough for receiving a suitable fastener 
such as a wood screw. A recess 124 is provided in the 
top surface of body 120 for receiving the head of the 
fastener elements, and an annular groove 126 is formed 
in the resilient body 120 to be releasably received in the 
keyhole slot 14, or the circular opening 72 to releasably 
mount the clip assembly to a support surface. 

In FIG. 6, the fastener member is illustrated as a 
wood screw 128 for attaching the body 120 to a wood 
surface or other surface which may be penetrated. In 
FIG. 7, the fastener is in the form of a clip member 130 
having resilient hook means 131 for attaching the body 
to an opening in a surface such as a pegboard surface. In 
FIG. 8, the resilient body 120 is attached to a mounting 
structure in the form of a permanent magnet body 132 
held within a retaining cup 134 by a rivet 136 or other 
suitable fastener means extending upwardly through the 
central opening in the body 120. 
FIG. 9 illustrates a further embodiment of the inven 

tion wherein the clip assembly 138 comprises an elon 
gated spring member 140 including a central body por 
tion 142 and downturned end portions 144, 146. A lever 
member 148 is attached to spring 140 adjacent end 144 
and extends along and in outwardly spaced relation to 
the outer surface of body 142 to terminate in a free end 
150 at a location spaced from the downturned end 146 
of the spring. The central body 142 is curved out 
wardly, i.e., in a direction opposite the downturned end 
portions, and has a transverse ridge or apex 152 which 
contacts the lever at a location spaced from the free end 
150 with the apex 152 acting as the spring means or 
fulcrum of the ?rst class lever. 
Mounting means in the form of a resilient spring clip 

154 is permanently secured to the concave side of the 
central body opposite the apex 152 by suitable means 
such as spot welding or by bonding. The spring clip 154 
may be generally channel shaped, and include a central 
web 156 and downwardly directed legs 158, 160 each 
terminating in an inwardly and upwardly inclined hook 
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element 162 adapted to snap over and be releasably 
retained by a detent on a fastening element, indicated as 
the head of screw 164 in mounting surface 166. 
While the mounting element 154 in FIG. 9 has been 

described as a channel shaped clip member, it is be 
lieved apparent- that this element could take various 
shapes. For example, the mounting means could be in 
the form of a rigid or semi-rigid mass having a threaded 
recess in its bottom surface for threadably engaging 
male threads on a cooperating fastener element. 

It should be apparent from the above, that the releas 
able spring clip of the present invention may be readily 
used to mount articles on various support surfaces sim 
ply by selecting the appropriate interchangeable fas 
tener element which is suitable for use with the particu 
lar material of the supporting surface. Regardless of the 
fastener element employed, once the spring clip is at 
tached to the supporting surface, actuation of the device 
is the same. Further, force applied to the spring clip for 
attaching or removing articles from the surface is in a 
direction which relieves pressure from the mounting 
assembly and, where a suction cup type attachment 
means is employed, each actuation tends to reseal the 
suction cup by expelling any air which may have leaked 
beneath the suction cup. The simple push-release actua 
tion is easy to use and facilitates attaching and releasing 
articles to a surface. 
While preferred embodiments of the invention have 

been disclosed and described, it should be apparent that 
various modi?cations may be made thereto and it is 
therefore not intended to be restricted to the disclosed 
embodiments, but rather it is intended to include all 
embodiments which would be apparent to one skilled in 
the art and which come within the spirit and scope of 
the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A spring clip assembly for use in releasably attach 

ing articles to a support surface, comprising 
an elongated spring member having top and bottom 

surfaces, a central body and opposed end portions, 
an elongated actuating lever having one end attached 

to one of said end portions and extending there 
from along said top surface in outwardly spaced 
relation thereto and terminating in a free end, 

mounting means for releasably attaching said spring 
member to a support surface, and 

spacer means providing a fulcrum extending between 
said spring member top surface and said actuating 
lever, 

said lever being operable by a force applied thereto 
adjacent said free end in the direction of said spring 
member to engage said spacer means and cooperate 
with said mounting means to act as a fulcrum of a 
?rst class lever to de?ect said one end of said 
spring means away from the support surface 
against the resilient spring force of the spring mem 
her. 

2. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 1 further 
comprising a mounting opening extending through said 
central body portion, said mounting means including 
means extending through said mounting opening and 
engaging said top surface for releasably attaching said 
clip assembly to a support surface. 

3. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 2 
wherein said central body is generally planar and 
wherein said opposed end portions are formed to posi 
tion the respective free ends from said planar body 
portion in a direction opposite said top surface to en 
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8 
gage a support surface and retain the central body por 
tion in spaced relation to the support surface. 

4. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 3 
wherein said mounting means comprises a resilient body 
including a suction cup adapted to be attached to a 
smooth support surface and wherein said means extend 
ing through said mounting opening and said spacer 
means are a common element formed as an integral part 
of said resilient body and projecting therefrom in posi 
tion to be releasably received and retained in said 
mounting opening, said common element projecting 
outwardly from said top surface and engaging said le 
ver. 

5. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 4 
wherein said integrally formed common element com 
prises a generally cylindrical body having an annular 
groove formed in its outer surface, and wherein said 
mounting opening comprises a generally keyhole 
shaped opening including a first portion dimensioned to 
receive said body and a reduced portion dimensioned to 
?t with said annular groove to releasably retain said 
suction cup member and said spring member in assem 
bled relation. 

6. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 3 
wherein said mounting means and said spacer means 
comprise a generally cylindrical body having an axial 
opening extending therethrough and an annular groove 
extending around its outer surface, said annular groove 
being adapted to be received and releasably retained 
within said mounting opening, and wherein said mount 
ing means includes fastener means extending through 
said axial opening for releasably attaching said cylindri 
cal body to a support surface. 

7. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 6 
wherein said cylindrical body is formed from a resilient 
material. 

8. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 7 
wherein said fastener means includes a headed fastener 
adapted to penetrate the support surface to attach the 
cylindrical body to the support surface. 

9. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 7 
wherein said headed fastener includes hook means 
adapted to be received in and releasably retained by 
standard pegboard. 

10. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 7 - 
wherein said fastener means comprises a magnetic body 
and means extending through said axial opening for 
mounting said magnetic body on one end of said cylin 
drical body. 

11. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 2 
wherein said actuating lever comprises a generally ?at 
body portion extending in spaced relation to said central 
body portion, and an opening formed in said lever in 
generally overlying relation to the mounting opening in 
said spring whereby a tool may be inserted through said 
lever to engage said fastener means. 

12. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 11 
wherein said mounting means comprises a generally 
cylindrical body of resilient material, said cylindrical 
body having an axial opening extending therethrough 
and an annular groove extending around its outer sur 
face, said annular groove being adapted to be received 
and releasably retained within said mounting opening, 
and wherein said fastener means includes means extend 
ing through said axial opening for releasably attaching 
said resilient body to a support surface. 
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13. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 12 

wherein said fastener means comprises a threaded screw 
fastener. 

14. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 11 
wherein said spring member and said lever are formed 
from a single sheet of spring steel. 

15. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 11 
wherein said spring member is formed from a sheet of 
spring steel and wherein said lever is formed from a 
steel sheet, said lever and spring member being rigidly 
joined adjacent one end of said spring member. 

16. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 11 
wherein said spring member is formed from a sheet of 
spring steel and wherein said lever is formed from a 
sheet material, said spring member and said lever in 
cluding integrally formed connector means for releas 
ably joining said lever and said spring member. 

17. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 1 fur 
ther comprising restraining means engaging said spacer 
means for retaining said spacer means in position to act 
as a fulcrum for said lever. 
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18. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 17 

wherein said restraining means comprises a removable 
clip adapted to be mounted on said spring member. 

19. The spring clip assembly as de?ned in claim 11 
wherein said spring member is formed from a sheet of 
spring steel and wherein said lever and said spring mem 
ber include cooperating connector means for releasably 
joining said lever and said spring member, said cooper 
ating connecting means including means defining said 
spacer means. 

20. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 1 
wherein said fulcrum comprises an outwardly deformed 
portion of said central body which contacts said lever at 
a point spaced from said free end. 

21. The spring clip assembly de?ned in claim 20 
wherein said mounting means comprises a connecting 
member mounted on the bottom surface of said spring 
member at a location substantially opposite said ful 
crum, said connecting member including attachment 
means for releasably attaching the clip assembly to a 
separate fastener on the support surface. 

* * * * * 


