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[57] ABSTRACT 
A modular product assembly platform which includes a 
multiple number of industrial robots or other similar 
assembly devices which are removably mounted on a 
specially designed platform deck. The product assem 
bly platform also includes a programmable controller 
system housed in a logic control cabinet, a vision con 
trol system housed in a vision control cabinet and a set 
of robot controllers which operate together to control 
the robots or assembly devices for performing product 
assembly tasks. The mechanical layout and con?gura 
tion of the platform and the control equipment provide 
for convenience and ?exibility in con?guring and 
recon?guring the assembly platform for different as 
sembly procedures associated with different products. 

17 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG. 10A 
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MODULAR PRODUCT ASSEMBLY PLATFORM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to industrial automation 
equipment and more particularly relates to modular 
platform units for performing product assembly proce 
dures. 

In the past, product assembly processes have usually 
been performed by custom designed assembly machin 
ery which have been dedicated to particular assembly 
tasks. In accordance with this conventional approach 
the design and construction of automated assembly lines 
required enormous engineering expenditures and in 
volved high risks to prove functional equipment com 
pliance. Furthermore, once such assembly lines were 
constructed, they were completed specialized to the 
limited applications for which they were built and were 
not reusable for the assembly of different products. The 
assembly units making up the assembly line could be 
recovered in the event manufacturing operations were 
discontinued, however, in most cases, extensive rede 
sign and reconstruction was necessary to adapt the 
equipment for use in assembling new products. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a mechanical layout and equipment con?gura 
tion for a modular product assembly platform that al 
lows for the platform to have ?exibility and reusability 
characteristics so that the platform can be adapted for 
assembling alternate or different products with a mini 
mum of cost and effort. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a mechanical layout and equipment con?guration 
for a modular product assembly platform which allows 
for the ef?cient and effective use of assembly robots and 
machine vision equipment. 

It is a yet further object of the present invention to 
provide a mechanical layout and equipment con?gura 
tion for a modular product assembly platform which 
facilitates factory automation projects, allows platforms 
to be brought together to perform different types of 
assembly procedures and optimizes production effi 
ciency in terms of equipment utilization, control and 
cycle time requirements. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention constitutes a mechanical lay 
out and equipment con?guration for a modular product 
assembly platform which includes a multiple number of 
industrial robots or specialized product assembly ma 
chines. The robots are detachably mounted on a spe 
cially designed platform deck and include moveable 
robot arms on which video cameras may be mounted as 
part of a machine vision system and tooling adapted for 
performing product assembly tasks. Robot controllers 
for separately directing the operation of the individual 
robots are mounted underneath the deck. A general 
purpose programmable controller for controlling the 
assembly process across the entire platform is mounted 
in a cabinet at one end of platform. A user con?gurable 
machine vision system is mounted in a cabinet at the 
other opposite end of the platform for use in identifying 
and locating parts in coordination with the operation of 
the robots. The product assembly platform also includes 
a conveyance system for transporting parts and prod 
ucts under assembly across the deck past the robots. 
The robot controllers are con?gured for controlling the 
“geographic” positioning of the moveable arms of the 
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2 
robots. The vision system provides information for 
recognition of parts and the proper alignment and posi 
tioning of parts and robot arms. The programmable 
controller system provides overall control and coordi 
nation for the robots, vision system, robot controllers, 
assembly tooling on the robot arms and the conveyance 
system. 

In operation, either stationary or robot arm mounted 
video cameras are positioned so that the parts to be 
worked on will be located in their ?eld of view. Either 
the programmable controller or one of the robot con 
trollers commands the vision system to capture images 
(take a picture) of the parts. The stored image attributes 
are analyzed by the vision system per preprogrammed 
instructions. The information is used by the program 
mable controller and the robot controllers to make 
operational determinations and to position the robot 
arm mounted tooling to perform required tasks. When 
the tool is in position, the programmable controller 
signals the tooling to execute the product assembly task 
associated with each assembly process step. The pro 
grammable controller regulates the robot controllers 
and the vision equipment to proceed from one assembly 
process step to another in coordination with the opera 
tion of the conveyance system as parts proceed across 
the platform in accordance with the desired assembly 
procedure. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 provides an elevated perspective view of a 
modular product assembly platform in accordance with 
the present invention. 
FIG. 2A provides an elevated perspective view of the 

frame, raised deck, robots and conveyance system of a 
modular product assembly platform in accordance with 
the present invention. 
FIG. 2B provides an elevated perspective view of 

control cabinets and wiring cabinets of a modular prod 
uct assembly platform in accordance with the present 
invention. 
FIG. 3 provides a plan view of the inside of a typical 

power control cabinet for a product assembly platform 
in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 4 provides a plan view of the inside of a typical 

logic control cabinet for a product assembly platform in 
accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 5 provides a plan view of the inside of a typical 

vision control cabinet for a product assembly platform 
in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 6 provides a plan view of the inside of a typical 

wiring cabinet for housing power, communication and 
control lines in a product assembly platform in accor 
dance with the present invention. 

FIG. 7 provides a cross-sectional view of the mount 
ing system for securing the pedestal of a robot or other 
assembly device onto the raised deck of a modular 
product assembly platform in accordance with the pres 
ent invention. 
FIG. 8 provides an overall diagrammatic block dia 

gram view of the control system and ?ow of control 
information for a product assembly platform in accor 
dance with the present invention. 
FIG. 9 provides a diagrammatic block diagram view 

with respect to a single robot depicting typical control 
information signal paths including vision recognition 
and/ or robot guidance signal paths in accordance with 
the present invention. 
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FIGS. 10A, 10B and 10C provide ?owcharts depict 
ing the steps in typical product assembly steps corre 
sponding to the block diagram view of FIG. 9 in accor 
dance with the present invention. 
FIG. 11 provides a block diagram illustrating the use 

of various size assembly platforms to implement a multi 
step assembly process for a factory assembly line. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to FIGS. 1, 2A and 2B, a modular 
product assembly platform 10 is shown as including a 
frame 12 having a raised deck 14 on which a set of three 
industrial product assembly robots 16 are removably 
mounted. The platform 10 also includes a conveyor 20 
for transporting parts 25 on trays 17 from the near end 
11 of the deck 14 to the far end 13 of the deck 14 past the 
robots 16. The robots 16 comprise conventional indus 
trial robots (one of which is a cartesian robot and two of 
which are SCARA robots) having movable arms 22 and 
specialized tools 18 such as grippers, screwdrivers, 
welding appliances and the like attached to the outer 
ends of the movable arms 22 for performing product 
assembly tasks. Support stands 21 are adapted for stor 
ing alternative robot tools or tooling 18 which may be 
interchangeably used by the robots 16. Video cameras 
24 are mounted either on the arms 22 of the robots 16 or 
on stationary supports for recognition and location 
detection of the parts 25 on the trays 17 being worked 
on by the robots 16. 
The arms 22 of the robots 16 are individually con 

trolled by three robot controllers 26 installed in bays 28 
underneath the deck 14 and by a programmable control 
ler system 90 (see FIG. 4) mounted within a logic con 
trol cabinet 30 at the far end 13 of the platform 10. The 
robot controllers 26 control positioning of the movable 
arms 22 on the robots 16 while the programmable con 
troller 90 regulates the assembly process steps to be 
performed and, in particular, controls the operation of 
the tooling 18 in coordination with the selection of the 
movement steps to be performed by the robot arms 22. 
The video cameras 24 are controlled by a vision control 
system 110 (see FIG. 5) mounted within a vision control 
cabinet 34 on the near end 11 of the platform 10 which 
in turn operates under direction of the programmable 
controller system 90 at the far end 13 of the platform 10 
in the cabinet 30. The control console 40 provides an 
operator interface for allowing operator control over 
the machinery on the platform 10 while the power 
control cabinet 42 houses various electrical power dis 
tribution and control elements subject to regulation by 
the operator through the use of the control console 40. 
The control console 40 includes a set of power control 
pushbuttons 41 for manually turning platform machin 
ery on and off, an input panel 43 for manual sequencing 
of platform machinery through their control programs 
and a numerical keypad and corresponding LCD dis 
play 45 for entry of control parameters and the like. A 
wiring and communications conduit 50 comprised of 
wiring and control cabinets extends around the periph 
ery of the raised deck 14 for housing power distribution, 
control and communication lines as well as small size 
relays and terminal strips mounted on DIN rails. The 
conduit 50 includes the cabinets 42, 64, 30, 62, 34 and 66 
which form a continuous ring encircling the entire plat 
form deck 14. A data display unit 52 is mounted above 
the console 40 for displaying operating information and 
especially platform operating fault notices in response 
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4 
to signals from the programmable controller system 90. 
The superstructure 46 may be used to house pneumatic 
lines for providing pneumatic power along the edge of 
the deck I 4 from alongside the conduit 50. 

In operation, the platform 10 provides for parts 25 to 
be transported past the robots 16 on the conveyor 20. 
The robots 16 may perform various assembly tasks on 
the parts 25 as they pass by on the conveyor 20 in accor 
dance with programs executed by the programmable 
controller system 90 in the cabinet 30 as selected by the 
operator through the use of the control console 40. The 
vision control system 110 within the cabinet 34 provides 
parts recognition and robot arm guidance information 
to the robot controllers 26 and the programmable con 
troller system 90 in the cabinet 30. The con?guration of 
the platform 10 allows for a great deal of ?exibility in 
programming and reprogramming the overall system 
represented by the platform 10 for accomplishing differ 
ent sets of assembly tasks on different types of products. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, the power control cabinet 
42 comprises a sheet metal enclosure which can be 
accessed through two outward opening doors. The 
cabinet 42 houses a main disconnect switch 79, a motor 
drive unit 80 for the conveyor 20, two control circuit 
transformers 82, a DC power supply 83, a set of termi 
nal strips 84 for making electrical control and power 
distribution connections, a set of control relays 85 and a 
set of overload relays 87. The transformers 82 provide 
AC power to the electrical machinery mounted on the 
platform 10 such as the robots 16. The motor drive 80 
controls the operation of the conveyor 20. The terminal 
strips 84 enable the motor drive 80, transformers 82, 
relays 85 and 87 and power supply 83 to be conve 
niently interconnected with the console 40 and the elec 
trical machinery of the platform 10. The cabinet 42 is 
connected to the cabinets 64 and 66 at openings 63 and 
65 for enabling the passage of power, control and com 
munications lines. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, the logic control cabinet 30 
comprises a sheet metal enclosure which can be ac 
cessed through two outward opening doors. The cabi 
net 30 houses a conventional programmable controller 
system 90 having a chassis 92 in which power supply, 
logic processor, and I/O modules are mounted. In the 
present case the programmable controller system 90 
comprises a power supply 89, a logic processor module 
91 and sixteen I/O modules 93. The system 90 allows 
control instructions in the form of an industrial control 
program such as ladder logic programs resident in the 
memory of the logic processor module 91 to be exe 
cuted to examine the state of selected inputs at modules 
93 and thereafter control the state of selected outputs at 
modules 93 depending upon the state of one or more of 
the inputs. Large numbers of inputs may be examined 
by the system 90 at the same time as it controls large 
numbers of outputs. The wiring by which the system 90 
is connected to sensing and control output devices (such 
as tooling 18) is generally directed through the casing 
95 within which multiple terminal strips are mounted 
for establishing the required electrical interconnections. 
The communication cables 97a, 97b and 97c connect 
communication ports on the processor module 91 to the 
remote I/O rack 100 (FIG. 5), the vision system 110 
(FIG. 5), control console 40 and data display unit 52 via 
conventional packet network communication links. The 
power, control and communication lines for the system 
90 pass through conduits 62 and 66 to the sensing de 
vices, electrical machinery and the control equipment 
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of the platform 10 which work under the control of the 
programmable controller system 90. 

Referring now to FIG. 5, the vision control cabinet 
34 comprises a sheet metal enclosure which can be 
accessed through two outward opening doors. The 
cabinet 34 houses a remote I/O rack 100 containing a 
power supply module 102, six remote I/O modules 104 
and a communications adapter module 106. The com 
munications adapter module 106 links the remote I/O 
rack 100 to the programmable controller system 90 by 
way of the cable 97b connected to a communications 
port on processor module 91 in the chassis 92. The 
remote I/O rack 100 allows for input and output ser 
vices related to the control program of the system 90 to 
be resident at the near end 11 of the platform 10 within 
the cabinet 34. The cabinet 34 also contains a user-con 
?gurable vision control system 110 which is adapted for 
receiving video input from the video cameras 24. The 
vision control system 110 includes a power supply 112 

5 

and a vision control module 114 having the capability of 20 
working with multiple video cameras (although multi 
ple vision control modules 114 could be used). The 
vision control module 114 is separately connected by 
the video signal cables 117 to each of the video cameras 
24 on the robots 6. The vision module 114 is also con 
nected to the robot controllers 26 and is connected to 
the programmable controller system 90 via the commu 
nications cable 970 which is connected to one of its 
communications ports for establishing a communica 
tions networklink with the controller system 90. The 
vision system 110 may also communicate with the con 
troller system 90 by way of the I/O rack 100. The wir 
ing by which the systems 100 and 110 are connected to 
the sensing and control output devices is generally di 
rected through the casing 105 within which multiple 
terminal strips are mounted for establishing the required 
electrical interconnections. The power, control and 
communications lines for the systems 100 and 110 pass 
through the cabinets 64 and 66 of the conduit 50. 

Referring now to FIG. 6, the cabinet 66 of the con 
duit 50 is typical of the cabinets 62, 64 and 66 and com 
prises a sheet metal enclosure which can be accessed by 
unscrewing and removing its outer cover. The cabinet 
66 houses multiple sets of wires 130 for distributing 
power to the electrical machinery on the platform and 
for conducting control and communications signals 
between the electrical machinery on the deck 14 and the 
programmable controller system 90, the I/O rack 100, 
the robot controllers 26 and the vision system 110. Ter 
minal strips 132 and control relays 133 are mounted on 
a DIN rail 134 within the cabinet 66. The terminal strips 
132 allow for easy interconnection of the wiring within 
the cabinet 66 while the relays 133 provide for control 
in the immediate vicinity of platform machinery. The 
cabinets 62, 64 and 66 are characterized by access ports 
opening onto the deck 14 for passage of wiring to the 
electrical machinery and control equipment on and 
under the deck 14. The conduit 50 provides a highly 
useful function in allowing complete electrical intercon 
nection all around the periphery of the deck 14 of the 
platform 10 thereby facilitating the efficient intercon 
nection of the machinery and control equipment of the 
platform 10 and enabling convenient con?guration and 
recon?guration of the platform 10 for different product 
assembly applications. 

Referring now to FIGS. 7a and 7b, the pedestals 140 
for mounting the robots 16 are mounted onto the deck 
14 using rails 142. The rails 142 run lengthwise across 
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the deck 14 parallel with the conveyor 20. Each of the 
rails 142 has a special cross-section including a down 
ward facing incline 144 on one lateral side and an over 
hanging ledge 146 on its other lateral side. Each pedes 
tal 140 mounts onto two rails 142 using two recessed 
tracks 150 and 152 running parallel across its base plate 
154 and two mounting blocks 156 and 158 which can be 
drawn upward toward the plate 154 by bolts 160 and 
162. The mounting block 156 has the shape of an in 
verted T for mating with a ledge 146 while the mount 
ing block 158 has an incline 155 along one of its faces for 
mating with an incline 144. To provide vertical stability 
and alignment, the bolt 160 draws up the block 156 
against the bottom 164 of the ledge 156 and the track 
150 so that the rail, and more particularly, the ledge 146 
is trapped between the block 156 and the plate 154. To 
provide horizontal alignment and stability, the bolt 162 
draws up the block 158 against the incline 144 in order 
to push the outer lateral edge 166 of the ledge 146 of the 
block 142 against the outer wall 168 of the track 152. 
Together the rails 142, tracks I 50 and 152 and blocks 
156 and 158 provide a very stable and accurate mount 
ing and alignment system for the pedestals 140 and the 
robots 16. 

Referring now to FIG. 8, the electrical control sys 
tem of the platform 10 includes the programmable logic 
controller system 90, the robot controllers 26 and the 
vision control system 110. The programmable logic 
controller system 90 is responsible for overall coordina 
tion and control of the electrical machinery on the plat 
form 10. The robot controllers 26 direct the actual me~ 
chanics for “geographic” positioning of the robot arms 
22 of the robots 16. The vision control system 110 re 
ceives video input from the cameras 24 associated with 
the robots 16 and in response performs various recogni 
tion and robot guidance functions with respect to which 
it may transmit data to the controller system 90 and/or 
robot controllers 26. When the robot arms 22 and parts 
25 are in proper alignment the programmable logic 
controller system 90 actuates the tooling 18 to perform 
the appropriate assembly tasks. 

Referring now to FIGS. 9, 10A, 10B and 10C, the 
flow of control signals associated with a particular 
robot 16 in a typical control system as shown in FIG. 9 
takes place in a series of sequential control steps as 
shown in FIGS. 10A, 10B and 10C. In step 200 the 
programmable controller system 90 signals the robot 
controller 26 that the next product assembly step should 
be undertaken. In response the robot controller 26 
transmits control signals to the robot 16 for directing 
movements of the robot arm 22 and the arm 22 is reposi 
tioned in accordance with step 202 so that the camera 
24 (mounted on arm 22) is in position to take a picture 
of a part. As indicated in step 204 different vision/con 
trol routines are followed for guidance or recognition 
applications (other types of vision/control routines 
could also be followed). If a robot guidance application 
is involved both the controller system 90 and vision 
system 110 “jointly” regulates operations in accordance 
with the guidance routine of FIG. 10B If a recognition 
application such as presence sensing or gauging is in 
volved the controller system 90 regulates operations in 
accordance with the recognition routine of FIG. 10C. 

Referring now to FIG. 10B, in a guidance applica 
tion, the robot controller 26 signals the vision system 
110 as per step 220 that the video camera 24 is in posi 
tion to spot a part to be worked on in accordance with 
its most recent positioning of the robot arm 22. Thereaf 
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ter, the vision system 110 controls the camera 24 to take 
a “picture” of the location where the part is positioned 
in accordance with step 221. After the picture is taken 
and the attributes of the image are analyzed by the 
vision system 110 per preprogrammed instructions in 
step 222, the vision system 110 transmits coordinates to 
the robot controller 26 in step 223 indicating the loca~ 
tion and rotation of the part with respect to its own 
vision coordinate frame of reference. The robot con 
troller 26 then transforms the vision coordinates into its 
own robot coordinate frame of reference (per a prepro 
grammed initial calibration procedure) and repositions 
the robot arm 22 to the desired position for further 
operations as per step 224 in accordance with the coor 
dinate information from the vision system 110. Once the 
robot arm 22 has been moved into position the robot 
controller 26 signals the controller system 90 in step 225 
that the robot arm 22 is now in position for the tooling 
operation to be performed. 

Referring now to FIG. 10C, in a recognition applica 
tion, the robot controller 26 signals the controller sys 
tem 90 as per step 230 that the video camera 24 is in 
position to spot a part to be recognized in accordance 
with its most recent positioning of the robot arm 22. As 
indicated in step 231 the controller system 90 then sig 
nals the vision system 110 that the camera 24 is in posi 
tion and, thereafter, the vision system 110 controls the 
camera 24 to take a picture of the location where the 
part may be located in accordance with step 232. After 
the picture is taken and the attributes of the image are 
analyzed by the vision system 110 per preprogrammed 
instructions in step 233, the vision system 110 transmit 
ted either a “Go” or “No Go” signal to the controller 
system 90 based on its analysis of the presence or char 
acteristics of the part. 

Referring back to FIG. 10A, following the execution 
of the guidance routine of step 206, the controller sys 
tem 90 transmits appropriate control signals for actuat 
ing the tooling 18 to perform the assembly task associ 
ated with the current assembly process step as indicated 
in step 212. After a short delay for the tooling to accom 
plish its task, the controller system 90 proceeds to the 
?nal step 214. On the other hand, following the execu 
tion of the recognition routine of step 208, the control 
ler system 90 responds to the “Go” or “No Go” signal 
from the vision system 110 in accordance with step 210 
by either actuating the tooling 18 pursuant to step 212 in 
the case of a “Go” signal or proceeding to step 214 in 
the case of a No Go signal. In step 214, the controller 
system 90 queries whether the last step in the overall 
assembly procedure has now been executed and either 
halts operations if the last step has been executed or 
jumps back to step 200 if the last step has not been 
executed. 

Referring now to FIG. 10, multiple product assembly 
platforms 10a-f having different con?gurations of ro 
bots 16 may be used in combination to perform compli 
cated assembly procedures comprising multiple assem 
bly steps. In particular, the product assembly platforms 
10a and 10a and 10f feed parts to the main assembly line 
consisting of platforms 10b, 10c and 100' where the parts 
are incorporated into the ?nal product at platforms 10c 
and 10d, respectively. A network controller 250 is in 
communication with the programmable controller sys 
tems on platforms 10b-f and conveyance device 256 for 
coordinating platform operations and regulating the 
operation of the conveyance device 256 for controlling 
the transfer of parts between platforms. The modular 
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nature of the platforms 10a-f allows them to be used as 
building blocks in assembly systems for factories. The 
platforms 10a~f have a great advantage in that they can 
be easily reprogrammed or recon?gured in new ar 
rangements for the assembly of different products with 
out rebuilding and retooling of the entire factory ?oor 
on which the platforms are installed. 
While particular embodiments of the present inven 

tion have been shown and described, it should be clear 
that changes and modi?cations may be made to such 
embodiments without departing from the true scope 
and spirit of the invention. It is intended that the ap 
pended claims cover all such changes and modi?ca 
tions. 

I claim: 
1. A modular manufacturing platform for use in auto 

mated industrial plants, comprising: ‘ 
a) a raised deck having a perimeter and including means 

for detachably anchoring a plurality of automated 
manufacturing units anywhere onto said deck; 

b) a plurality of automated manufacturing units secured 
onto said deck by said means for detachably anchor 
111%; 

c) a plurality of mounting bays located under said deck 
for removably mounting special purpose machine 
controllers; 

d) a plurality of special purpose machine controllers 
mounted in said bays for controlling said manufactur 
ing units; 

e) a power supply cabinet attached to one side of said 
deck for housing power distribution and switching 
gear; 

f) a set of power distribution and switching gear 
adapted for providing power and switching functions 
for equipment on said platform; 

g) a control console attached to one side of said deck in 
proximity to said power supply cabinet for providing 
and enabling control of said manufacturing units by a 
human operator; 

h) one or more elongate conduits attached along the 
perimeter of said deck for housing electrical connec 
tion gear for interconnecting equipment on said plat 
form; 

i) a conveyance system for transporting products under 
assembly across said deck past said manufacturing 
units; 

j) a control cabinet attached to one end of said deck for 
housing a general purpose programmable controller; 
and 

k) a general purpose programmable controller housed 
in said control cabinet and coupled to said manufac 
turing units, special purpose machine controllers, 
control console and conveyance system for regulat 
ing and coordinating the overall operation and inter 
action of said manufacturing units and said convey 
ance system. 
2. The manufacturing platform of claim 1, further 

including a machine vision cabinet attached to the other 
end of said deck opposite from said control cabinet for 
housing a machine vision module and further including 
a user configurable machine vision module installed in 
said machine vision cabinet having a control unit cou 
pled to said programmable controller for use in identify 
ing and locating parts in coordination with the opera 
tion of one or more of said manufacturing units. 

3. The manufacturing platform of claim 2, wherein 
said elongate conduits control cabinet, power supply 
cabinet and machine vision cabinet comprise an en 
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closed pathway for connection gear extending continu 
ously all the way around the perimeter of said deck. 

4. The manufacturing platform of claim 1, further 
including an air manifold for supply of pneumatic 
power to said manufacturing units which is attached 
along the perimeter of said deck. 

5. The manufacturing platform of claim 1, wherein 
said automated manufacturing units comprise industrial 
robots having movable robot arms and tools attached 
thereto and said special purpose controllers comprise 
robot controllers adapted for controlling the geographi 
cal positioning of said arms. 

6. The manufacturing platform of claim 1, wherein 
said power distribution and switching gear include one 
or more transformers and one or more electrical control 
contactors. 

7. The manufacturing platform of claim 1, wherein 
said console includes a plurality of pushbuttons and an 
alphanumeric display mounted in a separate enclosure 
on top of said power supply cabinet. 

8. The manufacturing platform of claim 7, further 
including a message display unit mounted at an over 
head position above said control console which is cou 
pled to said programmable controller. 

9. The manufacturing platform of claim 1, wherein 
said bays include slidable trays for supporting said spe 
cial purpose machine controllers which are adapted for 
sliding out from under said deck. 

10. The manufacturing platform of claim 1, wherein 
said one or more elongate conduits contain terminal 
strips and a plurality of contact blocks mounted on said 
terminal strips. 

11. A modular product assembly platform, compris 
mg: 

a deck having a perimeter for detachably mounting a 
plurality of industrial assembly machines; 

means for mounting said industrial assembly ma 
chines onto said deck including: 

a) a set of rails attached to said deck having a modi?ed 
T shape with an inclined face on one lateral side and 
a notched face on its other lateral side, 

b) a plurality of pedestals on which said assembly ma 
chines are permanently secured each of which has a 
base-plate and ?rst and second brackets bolted onto 
the bottom of said base plate, said ?rst bracket having 
an inclined face for mating with an inclined face on 
one of said rails and said second bracket having a 
notched face for mating with a notched face on a 
different one of said rails; 
a control cabinet attached to one end of said deck for 
housing a programmable controller for regulating 
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10 
and coordinating the operation of said assembly 
machines; 

one or more elongate conduits running along the 
perimeter of said deck for housing communication 
gear; 

a plurality of mounting bays located underneath said 
deck for mounting special purpose machine con~ 
trollers. 

12. The product assembly platform of claim 11, fur 
ther including a machine vision cabinet attached to the 
other end of said deck opposite from said control cabi 
net for housing a machine vision module. 

13. The product assembly platform of claim 12, fur 
ther including a power supply cabinet attached to one 
side of said deck for housing power supply and switch 
mg gear. 

14. The product assembly platform of claim 13, 
wherein said elongate conduits, control cabinet, ma 
chine vision cabinet, and power supply cabinet com 
prise an enclosed pathway for connection gear extend 
ing all the way around the perimeter of said deck. 

15. A robotic module for use in ?exible industrial 
assembly systems, comprising: 

a raised deck having a perimeter for mounting said 
industrial assembly units; 

a plurality of industrial assembly units mounted on a 
raised deck; 

a plurality of bays located under said deck including 
special purpose controllers for controlling said 
assembly units; 

a plurality of connector cabinets secured along the 
perimeter of said deck for housing electrical con 
nection gear for use in servicing said assembly 
units; 

a power supply and operator interface cabinet se 
cured to one side of said deck for mounting power 
supplies and for mounting one or more operator 
interface panels; and 

a control cabinet secured to one side of said deck 
including a general purpose programmable con 
troller for controlling said assembly units. 

16. The robotic module of claim 15, wherein said 
connector cabinets form a contiguous conduit all 
around the perimeter of said deck for housing said elec 
trical connection gear. 

17. The robotic module of claim 15, further including 
a vision control cabinet secured along secured along 
another side of said deck including a user con?gurable 
vision system for use in identifying and locating prod 
ucts or parts. 

* * * * * 


