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COMMON MODE VOLTAGE SURGE 
PROTECTION CIRCUITRY 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. 5 
No. 07/750,38l, ?led on Aug. 27, 1991 now abandoned. 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to lightning protection cir 
cuitry with a fast transient time and in particular to 
lightning protection circuits for power supplies whose 
operability is testable by application of high valued DC 
voltages. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 15 

Lightning protection for power circuits has normally 
been provided with a high voltage breakdown device 
included in a series circuit connected across two current 
carrying leads supplying power input to the power 
circuit. The breakdown devices may include various 
semiconductor devices either singly or in combination 
including voltage clamping devices, metal oxide varis 
tors and bidirectional zener diodes or such other de 
vices such as gas discharge tubes. The Y-capacitor is a 
specially constructed capacitor whose construction 
allows the capacitor to withstand the stress of high 
voltage transient pulses. Y-capacitors are often con 
nected between the input line and frame ground for the 
purpose of EMI suppression. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A common mode lightning protection circuit com 
prises a series circuit including a Y-capacitor and break 
down device connected between a current carrying 
input line and the frame ground of the power supply. 
The frame herein refers to the mechanical structure 
supporting components of the power unit. The frame 
ground is in turn directly connected to earth ground. 
This arrangement permits the ready application of cur 
rent carrying line-to-frame ground dielectric tests 
needed to meet prede?ned safety requirements. 

In other arrangements the individual breakdown de 
vice may include a plurality of parallel breakdown cir 
cuit devices, each responding with a different speed of 
lightning transient response and impulse energy. In one 
such arrangement, two series connected devices, a va 
ristor and a gas tube are included to provide a fast re 
sponse and high energy absorption. A breakdown triac 
may be added in parallel with one of the devices to 
handle high power surges. This parallel arrangement 
also allows the triac to quench more rapidly after tiring 
and additionally facilitates production dielectric testing 
of the circuit with the power supply Y-capacitor in 
place. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

In the drawing: 
FIGS. 1 through 6 are schematics of a family of vari 

ous series circuit arrangements embodying the princi 
ples of the invention; and 
FIG. 7 is a schematic of a power supply with a volt 

age surge suppressor and a Y-capacitor embodying the 
principles of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
A series circuit 101 comprising a Y-capacitor 102 and 

a metal oxide varistor (MOV) 103 is shown in FIG. 1. 
This series circuit 101 is connected between a current 
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2 
carrying line 105 and a frame ground 106. A surge volt 
age source 110 is also shown connected from the cur 
rent carrying line to a frame or earth ground. This surge 
voltage source may be a lighting strike or a high voltage 
applied in a dielectric test. 
The Y-capacitor 102 is a specially constructed capaci 

tor capable of safely handling very high surge or tran 
sient voltages. Its construction is designed to permit it 
to withstand the stress of very high voltage transient 
pulses. 
The addition of the Y-capacitor allows high peaked 

voltage surges, such as a lightening hit, to be applied 
directly to the breakdown device 103 since the Y 
capacitor 102 acts as a short circuit at the high fre 
quency of the peaked voltage surge. The MOV conse 

' quently absorbs all of the transient voltage. When the 
transient voltage reaches the breakdown threshold of 
the MOV 103, the MOV 103 begins to conduct and 
clamps the voltage to a low value determined by the 
breakdown voltage characteristics of the MOV 103. 

Safety testing requires the application of a large DC 
voltage between the current carrying line 105‘and the 
frame ground 106. A typical voltage value may be 2250 
volts DC such as required by UL dielectric tests. Dur 
ing this test the Y-capacitor operates as an open circuit 
and prevents the MOV 103 from conducting, hence 
assuring that the UL test requirement is fully met. 
Another version of the circuit is shown in which a 

voltage clamping device 203 such as a semiconductor 
breakdown diode is connected in series with the Y 
capacitor 202. As described above the high frequency 
response of the Y-capacitor 202 allows high frequency 
surge voltages to be applied to the breakdown diode 203 
while large DC test voltages are blocked from applica 
tion to the breakdown diode 203. 
The arrangement of FIG. 3 uses a gas tube 303 as a 

surge current protection device. The gas tube is useful 
in applications requiring high current handling capac 
ity. As soon as the gas tube ?res, current flows through 
the gas tube at a low voltage with the voltage being 
determined by the tube characteristics. 
A semiconductor clamping device 404 is connected 

in series with the gas tube 405 in the arrangement of 
FIG. 4. This is added to enhance the quenching of the 
gas tube 405 by utilizing the high resistance characteris 
tic of the semiconductor clamping device 404 to limit a 
follow-on current and allow the gas tube 405 to reliably 
quench. 
The arrangement of FIGS. 5 and 6 are con?gured for 

application to situations where the circuit may be ex 
posed to very high energy lightning and/or a high en 
ergy DC voltage test. The arrangement of FIG. 5 in 
cludes a semiconductor voltage clamping device 503, a 
Y-capacitor 502 and a gas tube 504 all connected in 
series. A series connected isolation impedance 506 and 
MOV 507 is connected in parallel with the gas tube 504. 
This parallel arrangement permits high current surges 
to be handled by the clamping device 503 and gas tube 
504 and excess energy to be handled by the MOV 507. 
The apparatus of FIG. 6 adds yet another series con 
nected isolation’ impedance 608 and a back-to-back con 
nected zener diode 609 across the MOV 607 to further 
enhance the handling of high energy clamping capabil 
ity. 
A schematic of a power supply powered off of an AC 

power line is shown inithe FIG. 7. The input power is 
supplied by an input AC “hot” line 701 and a neutral or 
return line 702. Two coupled longitudinal inductors 705 
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and 706 connect these lines to a series connection of an 
MOV 711 and Y-capacitor 712 connecting the hot cur 
rent carrying line 7 13 to the frame ground 714. The 
frame is the mechanical support for the power supply 
720 and its components. The frame ground 714 is elec— 
trically connected to the frame ground line 751 which is 
connected by the electrical node 752 to the frame or 
chassis 720 of the power supply. The frame ground is 
also connected to earth ground. The current carrying 
line 713 is coupled to a recti?er 725 which in turn pro 
vides a recti?ed voltage to the power processing cir 
cuitry 730. A load 731 is connected to the output of the 
power processing circuitry. 
We claim: 
1. In a power supply adapted to be powered by a 

source of AC energy; circuitry comprising 
power processing circuitry for modifying voltage and 

current levels of the energy supplied by the source; 
input circuitry including a power current carrying 

hot line, a neutral line, and a ground line and a 
recti?er connected to the hot and neutral line by 
?rst and second coupled longitudinal inductors, 
and the recti?er connecting the source of AC en 
ergy to the power processing circuitry and includ 
mg; 

an infrastructure for supporting electrical compo 
nents of the power processing circuitry and input 
circuitry and connected to a ground, in common 
with the neutral line to be operative as a reference 
ground; 

transient voltage surge protection circuitry con 
nected to the power current carrying hot line be 
tween the source of AC energy and the recti?er of 
the input circuitry, and interconnecting the power 
current carrying hot line and the reference ground 
of the infrastructure; and the neutral line and in 
cluding: 
a voltage responsive breakdown apparatus and a 

Y-capacitor connected in series circuit and the 
Y-capacitor and connecting the power current 
carrying hot line to the reference ground and 
having suf?cient capacitance to function as an 
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4 
open circuit at dielectric voltage test levels and 
to faciltate surge current conduction at voltage 
levels due to lightning surges. 

2. In a power supply adapted to be powered by a 
source of AC energy as claimed in claim 1: 
wherein the voltage responsive breakdown apparatus 

comprises a semiconductor voltage breakdown 
device. 

3. In a power supply adapted to be powered by a 
source of AC energy as claimed in claim 1: 
wherein the voltage responsive breakdown apparatus 

comprises a metal-oxide varistor. 
4. In a power supply adapted to be powered by a 

source of AC energy as claimed in claim 1: 
wherein the voltage responsive breakdown apparatus 

comprises a gas tube voltage breakdown device. 
5. In a power supply adapted to be powered by a 

source of AC energy as claimed in claim 1: 
wherein the voltage responsive breakdown apparatus 

comprises a back-to-back zener diode device. 
6. In a power supply adapted to be powered by a 

source of AC energy as claimed in claim 1: _ 
wherein the voltage responsive breakdown apparatus 

comprises a gas tube voltage breakdown device 
and a semiconductor voltage breakdown device 
connected in series. 

7. In a power supply adapted to be powered by a 
source of AC energy as claimed in claim 6: 

wherein the voltage responsive breakdown apparatus 
further comprises a secondary breakdown appara 
tus connected in parallel with the gas tube and 
operative at a different energy level than an energy 
level at which the gas tube is operative. 

8. In a power supply adapted to be powered by a 
source of AC energy as claimed in claim 7: 

wherein the voltage responsive breakdown apparatus 
further comprises a tertiary breakdown apparatus 
connected in parallel with the secondary break 
down apparatus and operative at a different energy 
level from that of the gas tube and the secondary 
breakdown apparatus. 

t t t # t 


