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[57] ABSTRACT 
Environmentally compatible and biodegradable fabric 
conditioning compositions are provided having im 
proved softening properties while providing signi?cant 
reduction and solubilization of unwanted mineral en 
crustations on the fabrics to be softened. The composi 
tions comprise mixtures of de?ned alkanolamine dies 
ters and triesters in combination with at least one of 
certain organic acids such as citric acid. 

10 Claims, No Drawings 
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FABRIC CONDITIONING COMPOSITION 
CONTAINING ALKANOL AMINE ESTER AND 

ACID 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to fabric condition in composi 
tions which are suitable for softening in the rinse cycle 
of an automatic household washing machine, and which 
are especially adapted for use under European launder- 1 
ing conditions. More particularly, the present invention 
relates to fabric conditioning compositions comprising 
de?ned alkanolamine diester and/or triester combina 
tion with an acid and optionally a fatty alcohol, which 
compositions are characterized by superior environ 
mental compatibility relative to conventional tertiary 
amine or quaternary ammonium fabric softening com 
positions concomitant with providing improved cal 
cium salt solubilization and reduction of encrustation on 
treated fabrics. 
The combination of organic acid with cationic fabric 

softener such as amities and quaternary ammonium 
compounds is extensively disclosed in the prior art. US. 
Pat. Nos. 3,904,359 and 3,954,630 to Ramachandran 
disclose a fabric treating composition comprising a 
complexing acid such as citric or maleic acid in combi 
nation with a quaternary ammonium compound or 
amines such as primary tallow and primary coco amine. 
The function of the acid, as stated in the patents, is to 
prevent yellowing of fabrics due to build-up of cationic 
softener and to provide a complexing site for metal ions 
contained in soils. US. Pat. No. 4,828,722 to Stelten 
kamp and US. Pat. No. 4,869,836 to Harmalker disclose 
multicarboxylic acid complexes of tertiary amines 
formed from a tertiary amine and a carboxylic acid 
selected from among citric acid and di and tri carbox 
ylic acids having 21 to 54 carbon atoms. In US. Pat. 
No. 4,832,856 is disclosed a fabric softener composition 
comprising a combination of carboxylic acid and ami 
ties having a long chain alkyl or alkenyl radical 
European Patent Publication No. 123,400 to Kar 

douch discloses detergent compositions containing salts 
of speci?ed tertiary amities and carboxylic acids which 
are utilized in the form of modules that pass virtually 
unchanged through the wash and rinse and then condi 
tion the fabric when heated in a dryer. European Patent 
Publication No. 417,987 describes fabric softening com 
positions comprised of tertiary amities and carboxylic 
acids. 
Although satisfactory results may be obtained with 

one or more of these prior art fabric softening composi 
tions, further improvements are needed in terms of 
being able to provide efficacious fabric softening with a 
biodegradable cationic fabric softening compound, con 
comitant with the ability to substantially solubilize and 
remove mineral encrustation from the fabrics to be 
treated. This is a particularly important need for Euro 
pean fabric conditioning compositions where the cumu 
lative deposition of mineral salts on fabrics during repet 
itive laundering in hard water is an acute problem. 
Moreover, the increased emphasis in Europe on using 
biodegradable softening compounds which have no 
toxic effect on aquatic organisms in aqueous effluent 
streams makes it imperative that conventional softening 
compounds, most notably, the di-long chain, di-short 
chain quaternary ammonium compounds be replaced as 
the softening compounds of choice in commercial rinse 
cycle softening compositions with softening compounds 
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2 
which are signi?cantly more compatible with environ 
mental concerns. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides environmentally 
compatible and biodegradable rinse cycle fabric condi 
tioning compositions capable of providing improved 
softening with signi?cant reduction and solubilization 
of unwanted mineral encrustations on fabrics to be soft 
ened, such encrustations having been generally depos 
ited on the fabrics during the course of prior laundering 
in water having a high mineral content, which com 
prises a fabric conditioning mixture of: . 

(a) at least one of (i) an alkanolamine diester having 
the general formula: 

H0(CH;),—I|~I 0 
(CHZ)m_OCRl 

and; 
(ii) an alkanolamine triester having the general for 

mula: 

ll 
(CHZ)n_OCR2 

R3C0—(CH2)p-N 

(CH2)m-0CR1 

Wherein R1, R2 and R3 are each independently 
hydrogenated tallow or soft tallow; and n, m and p 
are integers from 1 to 4; and 

(b) an organic acid or mineral acid. 
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the fab 

ric softening composition further contains from about 
0.2 to about 5%, by weight, preferably from about 0. 5 
to about 3 %, and most preferably from about 0. 5 to 1 
%, by weight, of a fatty alcohol having from about 10 to 
about 24 carbon atoms. 

In preferred embodiments of the invention, the inte 
gers n, m and p in the general formula are 2, and R1, R2 
and R3 are hydrogenated tallow to provide a triethanol 
amine diester and/or triester. 
The invention also encompasses a method for soften 

ing fabrics and removing unwanted mineral encrusta 
tions therefrom comprising rinsing the fabrics to be 
treated in an aqueous bath containing an effective 
amount of a composition comprised of the above 
de?ned fabric conditioning mixture. 
The present invention is predicated on the discovery 

that the combination of alkanol amine diester and/or 
triester fabric softener as de?ned above with an organic 
or mineral acid provides a biodegradable softener 
which has the capability of removing mineral encrusta 
tions such as calcium and magnesium salts, and in par 
ticular, phosphates and carbonates of calcium and mag 
nesium, which cumulatively deposit on the fabrics dur 
ing the course of prior laundering in hard water, ie. 
water having a mineral content above about 300 ppm, 
conditions generally associated with European launder 
ing conditions. 
A particularly preferred softening compound as de 

scribed herein comprises a mixture of triethanolamine 



5,288,847 
3 

diester and triester sold by Hoechst Company under the 
trade designation of E 91/526 acid E 91/516. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

The compositions of the present invention are envi 
ronmentally compatible and biodegradable rinse cycle 
fabric conditioning compositions which contain as the 
active fabric softening compound an alkanolamine dies 
ter and/or triester as de?ned above. The use of such 
fabric softening compound avoids the more traditional 
di-long chain, di-short chain quaternary ammonium 
softeners which are used extensively in commercial 
rinse cycle softeners, but which presently have become 
the focus of increasing legislative concerns, particularly 
in Europe, because of their lack of biodegradability in 
aqueous effluent streams. 
The total amount of diester and triester amine in the 

total composition is from about 1 to 20%, by weight, 
preferably from about 2 to 10%, by weight. 
The second essential ingredient of the fabric condi 

tioning composition is the acid which has a dual func 
tion, depending on the acid concentration. The ?rst 
function is preventive in nature and occurs when the 
acid in the diluted rinse cycle solution is present in 
suf?cient amount to react with the insoluble salts of the 
water hardness ions (calcium and magnesium) to form 
soluble acid salts and to remove any mineral salts which 
may have deposited on fabrics during the washing step 

' of the wash cycle. The second function is more curative 
in nature and refers to the removal of mineral encrusta 
tions which have been cumulatively deposited during 
prior washing throughout the fabric’s life. 
To effect the aforementioned preventive function, an 

acid concentration of from about 1 to about 8%, by 
weight, preferably from about 5 to about 8%, is re 
quired in the fabric softening composition depending on 
the dosage used and the hardness of the water. For 
European washing machines containing about 20 to 25 
liters of water, for example, a dosage of l 10 to 150 ml 
of softening composition is typical for use in the rinse 
cycle; the water hardness varies from about 200 to 400 
ppm, most typically about 300 ppm. To effect the cura 
tive function of the acid for removal of previously de 
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posited mineral encrustations, an acid concentration of 45 
from about 5 to about 25%, by weight, preferably from 
about 8 to 25%, by weight, is required in the fabric 
softening composition. 
The acid used may be an organic or mineral acid. The 

organic acids are preferably saturated or unsaturated 
C2-C6 carboxylic acids such as citric acid, formic acid, 
maleic acid, tartaric acid and succinic acid. Citric acid, 
malonic acid and maleic acid are particularly preferred. 
A mineral acid, such as HCl, which is particularly effec 
tive to protonate the diester amine softening compound, 
may be advantageously combined with such organic 
acid. Generally, the concentration of mineral acid 
should not exceed about 5%, preferably not more than 
2%, by weight, of the fabric conditioning composition 
so as to prevent unwanted product separation. A car 
boxylic acid may then be used to supplement the min 
eral acid up to a total acid content of about 25% with 
out adversely affecting product stability. 
An optional fabric conditioning ingredient is a fatty 

alcohol wherein the hydrophobic group may be a 
straight or branched chain alkyl or alkenyl group hav 
ing from about 10 to 24, preferably from about 10 to 20, 
especially preferably from about 12 to 20 carbon atoms. 
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Speci?c examples of the fatty alcohol include decanol, 
dodecanol, tetradecanol, pentadecanol, hexadecanol, 
octadecanol, lauryl alcohol, palmityl alcohol, stearyl 
alcohol, oleyl alcohol, and mixtures thereof. Further 
more, the fatty alcohol may be of natural or synthetic 
origin and my include, for example, mixed alcohol, such 
as C15—C1galcohols prepared by Ziegler polymerization 
of ethylene. 
The fatty alcohol may be present in the composition 

in a minor amount relative to the cationic fabric softener 
such that the ratio, by weight, of the cationic fabric 
softener to fatty alcohol is in the range of from about 6:1 
to 2: 1, preferably about 5:1 to 3: l, and most preferably 
about 4: 1. 
We claim: 
1. An environmentally compatible and biodegradable 

fabric conditioning composition capable of providing 
improved softening with signi?cant reduction and solu 
bilization of unwanted mineral encrustations on fabrics 
to be softened, such encrustations having generally 
deposited on the fabrics during the course of laundering 
in water having a high mineral content, which com 
prises a fabric conditioning mixture of: 

(a) from about 1 to 20% by weight of (i) an alkanola 
mine diester having the general formula: 

O 

and (ii) an alkanolamine triester having the general 
formula: 

wherein R1, R2, R3 are each independently hydro 
genated tallow or soft tallow; and n, m, and p are 
integers from 1 to 4; and 

(b) from about 5 to 25% by weight an acid selected 
from the group consisting of citric acid, formic 
acid, maleic acid, malonic acid, tartaric acid and 
succinic acid. 

2. A fabric conditioning composition according to 
claim 1 wherein in the general formula R1, R2 and R3 
are each hydrogenated tallow, and n, m and p are 2. 

3. A fabric conditioning composition according to 
claim 1 wherein the acid is citric acid. 

4. A fabric conditioning composition according to 
claim 1 wherein the acid is malonic or maleic acid. 

5. A fabric conditioning composition according to 
claim 1 which further includes from about 0.2 to about 
5%, by weight, of a fatty alcohol having from about 10 
to about 24 carton atoms. 

6. A fabric conditioning composition according to 
claim 5 wherein the fatty alcohol is a C16—C13 alcohol. 

7. A method for softening and removing unwanted 
mineral encrustations therefrom comprising rinsing the 
fabrics to be treated in an aqueous bath containing an 
effective amount of a rinse cycle fabric conditioning‘ 
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composition comprising a fabric conditioning mixture H 

(CHZ)n_OCRZ Of: 

5 R3C0-(CH2)p—t|~I (II!) 
(a) from about 1 to 20% by weight of (i) an alkanola- (CHZ),,.—OCR1 

mine diester having the general formula: and, wherein R1, R2, R3 are each independently 
10 hydrogenated tallow or soft tallow; and n, m, and p 

are integers from 1 to 4; and 
(b) from about 5 to 25% by weight an acid selected 
from the group consisting of citric acid, formic 
acid, maleic acid, malonic acid, tartaric acid and II 

($H2)n'-OCR2 l5 succinic acid. 
HCXCHDIPN o The method of claim 7 wherein the acid is citric 

acid. 
(CH2)m-0CR1 9. The method of claim 7 wherein the acid is malonic 

or maleic acid. 
2 10. The method of claim 7 wherein the fabric condi 

and (ii) an alkanolaminc mes"! having the gcneral tioning composition further includes from about 0.2 to 
about 5%, by weight, of a C16—C1g alcohol. 

‘ i i * formula: 1 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

PATENT NO. ; 5,288,847 

DATED 3 February 22, 1994 

|NVENTOR(S) : Harmalk‘er et al. 

It is certified that error appears in the above-indentified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby 
corrected as shown below: 

Column 4, Line'41, that portion of the formula reading 

0 
H 

R3CO— should read R3CO 

Column 6, Line 5, that portion of the formula reading 

0 
I I 

R3CO_ should read R3CO_ 

Signed and Sealed this 

Twenty-seventh Day of December, 1994 

Attest: gnu W 
BRUCE LEI-[MAN 

Arresting O?icer Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 


