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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ROBERT B. BAIN, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing in the city 
and county of San Francisco and State of 
California, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Grocers’ Shipping or Service 
Boxes or Chests, of which the following is a 
specification. 
My invention relates to an improvement 

made in boxes, chests and receptacles of all 
kinds for holding teas, spices and such other 
substances and articles as are sold by the re 
tail grocer over the counter. 
In many cases itis of considerable impor 

tance to be able to handle and sell such arti 
cles as teas and spices from the original pack 
age instead ot' changing the contents into la 
box, chest or caddy specially constructed for 
serving and retailing the article; and the ob 
Ject of my invention is to so produce and 
construct a box or receptacle that it can be 
used for an original package in which many 
substances and articles can be packed and 
shipped, and at the same time it is service 
able for the store-shelf, or counter, and from` 
it the contents can be served outor sold with~ 
o_ut waste and under all the favorable condi 
tions and advantages associated with the use 
of the specially constructed store-chest or 
receptacle. The construction of this recep 
tacle is such that the goods and. articles 
shipped in it to a retailer, ora consulner, can 
be served out or removed from the original 
package in`required quantities from time to 
time. until the package is emptied, without 
moving It from its position on the shelf; and 

vit can be used 'to equal advantage in almost 
l any confined situation and access is afforded 
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to the contents without moving yor shifting 
the position of the receptacle; so that in 
servlng its contents the receptacle can be 
emptied without moving it from its position. 
or handling it in any manner. 
As a shipping-package the desirable rect 

angular or cubical form is preserved, and in 
addition thereto no material reduction is 
made in the capacity of the receptacle. 
To attain the desired end and object of my 

invention I construct a box, chest or recep 
tacle with parallel vertical sides and flat top 
and bottom ends, and with a rectangular 
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openingin one vertical side and at the bot 
tom or lower end thereof. To this opening 
is fitted a lid or cover to close the same and 
shutting up flush with the vertical sides ot" 
the receptacle when closed. This cover is 
attached to the bottom’of the receptacle by 
hinges in such manner that when turned 
down to uncover the opening the inner sur 
;face of this cover is about on a level with the 
ybottom of the receptacle inside and it forms 
in that position an apron or extension/of the 
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bottom beyond the front line of the opening. , 
To the cover thus attached to the bottom of 
the receptacle are secured at the outer sides, 
or edges, standing sides of quadrant shape 
_extending from the surface of the cover when 
in its open position perpendicularly upward 
into the sides of the receptacle and closing in 
on the sides the space between the turned 
down-cover and the body of the receptacle. 
These standing sides before mentioned set 
into the receptacle when the cover' is turned 
up and closed over the opening. ` 
An inclined partition in the lower part of 

the receptacle dividing that portion of the 
space above the opening from the lower por 
tion serves to control the movement and dis 
charge of the contents at the front opening. 
This partition is fixed at the front end against 
the front side of the receptacle j ust above the 
top edge of the opening and fromthis point 
it extends backward and downward toward 
the back or opposite side ofthe receptacle and 
¿across the entire width of the space inside. 
Across the rear end and at the bottom an' 
opening or space -EX- for the full width of 
the receptacle is left between the edge of the 
partition and the perpendicular back of there 
ceptacle and through the opening the con 
tents in the space above the partition is dis 
charged into the space under the inclined par« 
tition and upon the bottom proper of the re 
ceptacle. _ Y 

This construction, it will be noticed, is on 
the ‘principle of a feed-hopper, in which the 
main body of the matter or 'substance is re# 
tained above the inclined bottom and is dis 
charged through the outlet-aperture at the 
lowest edge of the incline only as fast as the 
lowest portion of the substance below that- ap 
erture or outlet-mouth is removed. ’ 
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The space afforded under the inclined bot 
tom before mentioned and the height of the 
opening in the front of the receptacle are suffi 
clently large to adynit a scoop or other utensil 
of the kind for removing the contents. 
In most cases the top of this receptacle is 

made removable for convenience in filling 
and packing, and a suitable fastening is fixed 
on the cover to hold it in closed position. 
_These points and features of construction 

wlll be understood more fully from the follow 
ing description and the accompanying draw 
lngs referred to therein and forming part of 
this specification, in which~ 

Figure l is a perspective view of a chest or 
receptacle embodying my invention, and suit 
able for the tea trade. Fig. 2 is a perspective 
View of the same chest with one side removed 
to expose the internal construction, and with 
the cover opened and turned down. Fig. 3 is 
a horizontal section taken on a plane parallel 
with the bottom, and about on aline with the 
top-edge of the opening in the front. 
A indicates the perpendicular frontof the 

chest, -«A’ the back and _A2- the sides. 
t AS- indicates the bottom; and -«A4- the 
op. 
B is the hinged lid or cover that closesthe 

opening in the front of the chest. This part 
-B- is attached to the front edge of the bot 
tom -A3- by hinges «b- and‘itsinner face, 
which is presented upward when the part is 
turned down to the horizontal is iiush with 
the bottom and forms an apron or extension 
of the bottom outward beyond the opening. 
The cover is also so attached that when it is 
closed over the opening it is flush with the 
front -A- and that side of the chest when 
the hinged part is closed corresponds in ap 
pearance with the other sides and, like them, 
it is without break or projection. 
C-C- are the quadrant shape standing 

sides filling in the angle between the front of 
the chest and the ends of the cover -B 
when that part is turned down. Each of the 
before-mentioned pieces -C- is secured to 
the upper face of the cover along the sides by 
means of a iiange ~OX on the piece, and a 
slot o_r recess -D- is made or provided in 
the side-wall of the chest, into which the piece 
»CX- is received as the cover is turned up 
ward to close the opening. These recesses 
can be formed in two ways; either by making 
a slit or groove into the material of the side 
“AL-,when the same is of suflicient thickness 
to permit it, or by fixing thin strips -DX 
-Dx--on the inside of the chest between the 
inclined bottom E~ and the bottom »A3 
of the chest, as shown in Fig. 2. These 
panels l)X inclose the quadrant-shape sides 
C of the hinged front and prevent the sub 
stance or matter in the bottom of the chest 
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from lodging in between these pieces C and 
the sides of the chest in which case more 0r 
less waste of the contents at the sides would 
result in the frequent opening and closing of 
the hinged front», but in addition to this func 
tion or office the panels DX serve as a support 
for the inclined bottom E, which last~men 
tioned part is nailed down to the panels along 
their top edges, the panels being of suitable 
height and length also to support the bottom 
E the required distance above the bottom 
proper ot' the chest and to extend from the 
front of the chest rearwardly to the tail of the 
inclined bottom. 
The panels and the bottom E can‘be nailed 

together before they are placed in the chest, 
the panels being set inside the edge of the 
bottom at both sides at suitable distance to 
leave spaces for the quadrant pieces C to 
work in as seen in Fig. 3. v 

Receptacles of this character can be con 
structed in many different sizes to serve both 
for a shipping-package and as a receptacle 
from which the contents can be retailed or 
served in greater or less quantity from time 
to time in a convenient and expeditious man 
ner without Waste. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim therein as new, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is 
The herein-described shipping and service 

package for grocers’ use, comprising a box 
having perpendicular sides a flat bottom and 
a closed top with an opening in the front side 
the lower edge of which is on alevel with the 
bottom of the box, a rearwardly and down 
wardly inclined partition fixed across the 
space over said bottom the rear edge of said 
partition being parallel with the perpendicu 
lar rear side of the box and terminating in 
front thereof leaving a throat or contracted 
opening through which the space above the 
inclined partition communicates with the 
space beneath it, the panels extending from 
the front perpendicular side of the box rear 
wardly under and supporting the inclined bot 
tom, the pockets formed by said panels and 
the hinged front attached to the bottom of 
the box to close up flush with the front side 
of the box and to open and set horizontally 
and fiush with the bottom of the box and the 
quadrant shape sides fixed to the said hinged 
front and adapted to set into the pockets 
formed between the sides of the box and the 
fixed panels. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand and seal. 
ROBERT B. BAIN. [n al 

lVitnesses: 
C. W. M. SMITH, 
J AMES L. KING, 
W. N. KnMrsToN. 
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