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[57] ABSTRACT 
Waterbed and frame assembly in which the frame rails 
are provided with cushioning pads and covered with a 
decorative fabric cover which is attached to the safety 
liner and to the lower portions of the rails to form an 
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integrated liner, cover and rail structure. The cover is 
detachably connected to the liner and frame and is 
readily installed and removed for cleaning or to change 
the look of the bed. The tops of the pads on the side rails 
are substantially level with the top surface of the mat 
tress, and the pads are thick enough to prevent discom 
fort to a person sitting on the edge of the bed from the 
relatively rigid rails. In one disclosed embodiment, the 
safety liner is attached to the outer sides of the rails, and 
in another it has self-standing side panels of a pliant 
material which yields with the pads when someone sits 
on the edge of the bed. The upper portions of the rails 
have an increased lateral dimension which provides a 
seating ledge and resists bowing due to pressure from 
the water in the mattress. 

The rails are connected together at the corners by fas 
teners which are installed from the outside, and pins 
hold the midpoints of the rails in position on the deck, 
which facilitates assembly of the frame and prevents 
bowing of the rails due to pressure of the water once the 
mattress is filled. The deck extends under the side rails 
as well as the end rails, and all four rails are thus fully 
supported. In some disclosed embodiments, mounting 
brackets are attached to one or more of the rails for 
attaching a headboard and/or a footboard to the bed, 
and in others the side rails or extensions thereof extend 
beyond the head rail to support a headboard. 

21 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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WATERBED AND FRAME ASSEMBLY 

This invention pertains generally to waterbeds and, 
more particularly to a waterbed and frame assembly. 
Waterbeds and waterbed frames heretofore provided 

have had a number of limitations and disadvantages. 
One of the more common types of frames is a quadrilat 
eral structure with four boards or rails connected to 
gether at the corners. The rails are generally painted or 
stained, and beds with such frames have a distinctive 
appearance which some people may consider to be 
unattractive or not in keeping with the style of furniture 
they have, or want to have, in their bedrooms. Also, 
wooden rails are unyielding and uncomfortable sit 
upon. 
The connectors which join the rails together can be 

difficult to install, and they may pose a problem from 
the standpoint of puncturing the mattress or bladder 
which holds the water. It can also be difficult to attach 
a headboard and/or a footboard to the frame of a wa 
terbed. 
Most Waterbeds have a ?exible safety liner positioned 

beneath and to the sides of the mattress, and there can 
be problems holding the liner in place while the bed is 
being set up and while the sheets are being changed or 
straightened. Sometimes the liner is stapled to the inside 
of the frame, but this poses an additional problem from 
the standpoint of puncturing the mattress. Some liners, 
known as “stand-up” liners, seek to avoid these prob 
lems by bonding the side panels of a ?exible liner to 
relatively rigid stiffeners which are placed between the 
mattress and the frame. " 

Waterbeds with wood frames commonly have a ply 
wood deck on which the water-filled mattress and the 
frame rails rest. The deck generally consists of several 
sections cut from sheets of plywood, placed side-by-side 
on a riser or pedestal. Since plywood commonly comes 
in sheets which are 48 inches wide, it is most economi 
cal to use either three 24 inch pieces or one 48 inch 
piece and one 24 inch piece for the deck of a king-size 
bed with a mattress which is 72 inches wide. However, 
this does not leave any material to go under the side 
rails, and these rails are frequently suspended from the 
head and foot rails without support from below. 
Another problem with the frames heretofore pro 

vided is that they may require special tools or be too 
difficult for the average person to assemble. 

It is in general an object of the invention to provide a 
new and improved waterbed and frame assembly. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a wa 

terbed and frame assembly of the above character 
which overcome the limitations and disadvantages of 
Waterbeds and frame assemblies heretofore provided. 
These and other objects are achieved in accordance 

with the invention by providing a waterbed and frame 
assembly in which the frame rails are provided with 
cushioning pads and covered with a decorative fabric 
cover which is attached to the safety liner and to the 
lower portions of the rails to form an integrated liner, 
cover and rail structure. The cover is detachably con 
nected to the liner and frame and is readily installed and 
removed for cleaning or to change the look of the bed. 
The tops of the pads on the side rails are substantially 
level with the top surface of the mattress, and the pads 
are thick enough to prevent discomfort to a person 
sitting on the edge of the bed from the relatively rigid 
rails. In one disclosed embodiment, the safety liner is 

15 

25 

35 

50 

55 

65 

2 
attached to the outer sides of the rails, and in another it 
has self-standing side panels of a pliant material which 
yields with the pads when someone sits on the edge of 
the bed. The upper portions of the rails have an in 
creased lateral dimension which provides a seating 
ledge and resists bowing due to pressure from the water 
in the mattress. 
The rails are connected together at the corners by 

fasteners which are installed from the outside, and pins 
hold the midpoints of the rails in position on the deck, 
which facilitates assembly of the frame and prevents 
bowing of the rails due to pressure of the water once the 
mattress is ?lled. The deck extends under the side rails 
as well as the end rails, and all four rails are thus fully 
supported. In some disclosed embodiments, mounting 
brackets are attached to one or more of the rails for 
attaching a headboard and/or a footboard to the bed, 
and in others the side rails or extensions thereof extend 
beyond the head rail to support a headboard. 
FIG. 1 is an isometric view, partly broken away of 

one embodiment of a waterbed according to the inven 
tion. 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 2—2 

in FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is an isometric view of the headboard/foot 

board mounting bracket in the embodiment of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 2 of 

another embodiment of a waterbed frame assembly 
according to the invention. 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary isometric view of another 

embodiment of a waterbed frame assembly according to 
the invention. 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken 

along line 6-6 in FIG. 5. 
As illustrated in FIG. 1, the waterbed has a generally 

rectangular frame 11 with a horizontally extending 
deck 12. The frame includes a head rail 13, a foot rail 14 
and a pair of side rails 16. A water-?lled bladder or 
mattress 17 rests on the deck, with the frame rails pro 
viding lateral support for the water in the mattress. The 
deck rests on a riser or base 18 which supports the deck 
and frame at a suitable height (e. g. 6-9 inches) above the 
floor or other supporting surface. A safety liner 19 
extends beneath the mattress and along the inner sides 
of the rails to contain any water spillage from the mat 
tress. 
Each of the rails has a rigid core 21 fabricated of a 

material such as wood, composition board, or plastic, 
which rests on the deck, with the margin of the deck 
being received in a rabbet 22 along the lower edge of 
the rail. The core can be either solid or hollow as long 
as it has sufficient rigidity to support the water. In one 
presently preferred embodiment, the cores are cut from 
2 X 8 or 2X 10 inch lumber, and have a thickness on the 
order of 1% inches. The bed illustrated is a king size bed, 
with a distance of approximately 72 inches between the 
inner faces of the side rails. In this embodiment, the 
deck consists of three 24-inch pieces of plywood 23, 
with a 2-3 inch ?ller strip 24 between two of the wider 
pieces. This gives the deck an overall width of about 
74-75 inches, which enables it to extend under the side 
rails of the king size bed without wasting lumber in 
cutting the deck pieces. 
The top portion of each of the side rails has an in 

creased lateral dimension which provides a seating 
ledge and resists bowing due to pressure from the wa 
ter. In the embodiment illustrated, the foot rail also has 
the increased lateral dimension, but the head rail does 
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not. However, any combination of the wider and nar 
rower rails is possible, although it is contemplated that 
in most applications both of the side rails will have the 
increased dimension. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, the increased 
lateral dimension is provided by an additional piece 26 
of rigid material which extends along the upper margin 
of the core and projects laterally therefrom by a dis 
tance corresponding to the thickness of the core. In the 
example illustrated, the top piece extends along the 
upper surface of the core is affixed to the core by suit 
able means such as screws and glue (not shown). With 
a 15 inch core, the top piece can, for example, have a 
thickness or height on the order of ll inch and a width 
on the order of 3 inches. The lower outer corner of the 
top piece is cut away or bevelled, as indicated at 27. 
Alternately, if desired, the top piece can be mounted on 
the outer side of the core, in which case it would be 
oriented with its narrower face horizontal and its wider 
face against the side of the core, with the narrower face 
level with the top surface of the core. 
Each rail also includes a pad 28 of cushioning mate 

rial, such as polyurethane foam, of sufficient thickness 
to prevent discomfort to a person sitting on the edge of 
the bed from the rigid core. The pad extends the full 
width of the top portion of the rail and can, for example, 
have a thickness on the order of ll to 2 inches. In the 
embodiment illustrated, the pad is cemented to the 
upper surface of top piece. 
The dimensions of the elements which make up the 

rails are such that the tops of the pads are substantially 
level with the upper or sleeping surface of the mattress. 
Thus, for example, with a mattress having a depth on 
the order of 9 inches in the embodiment of FIG. 2, core 
21 can have a height on the order of 5% inches above the 
deck, top piece 26 can have a thickness on the order of 
1% inches, and pad 28 can have a thickness on the order 
of 2 inches. This provides a substantially more comfort 
able sitting surface than prior art frames with padded 
rail caps which extend above the surface of the mat~ 
tress. 

In the embodiment of FIG. 2, the liner has side panels 
31 which stand by themselves next to the side and end 
rails and extend to a height just below the top of the 
rails. Each of the side panels has a core 32 of polyethyl 
ene foam or other suitable pliant material bonded to the 
?exible, water impervious material 33 of the liner. The 
?exible material extends across the top of the deck be 
neath the mattress, up the inner side of the foam core, 
across the top of the core and down the outer side of the 
core. While the pliant core is rigid enough to hold the 
side panel in an upright position between the mattress 
and the frame rail, it will also yield with the rail pad 
when someone sits on the edge of the bed so that the 
panel is not felt or damaged by the person sitting on the 
bed. 
A decorative fabric cover 36 is removably mounted 

on the side and foot rails. The cover extends across the 
tops and outer sides of the rails and is attached to the 
liner and to the lower portions of the rails with hook 
and loop fasteners, e.g. Velcro fasteners, 37, 38 to form 
an integrated liner, cover and core structure. In the 
embodiment illustrated, strips 39 of the hook section of 
the fasteners are affixed along the upper inner margin of 
the side panels of the liner and along the lower edges of 
the rail cores, and strips 41 of the loop section are sewn 
along the upper and lower margins of the cover. At the 
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corners between the side and foot rails, the cover is 
mitered and stitched along seam lines 42. 
The cover can be made of any suitable upholstery 

material, woven or otherwise, with a decorative pattern 
or texture chosen to give the bed a desired look. If 
desired, the cover can be made reversible by providing 
fastener strips in back to back fashion on both sides of 
the cover. With different fabrics on the two sides of the 
cover, the appearance of the bed can be changed by 
simply reversing the cover. If the cover is fabricated of 
a material having a pile which interlocks with the fas 
tener hooks on the liner and frame, it can be attached 
directly to those strips without the need for correspond 
ing strips on the cover. This has an advantage of elimi 
nating the need to align the strips on the cover to assure 
a desired tautness when the cover is installed, although 
this is not a critical problem since the strips have suffi 
cient width to permit a substantial degree of adjustment. 
The cover fabric can be of any color, pattern or texture 
desire, and by making it of a material similar to the 
sheets used on the bed, the bed can be given an appear 
ance somewhat similar to that of an innerspring mat 
tress. 
The head rail differs from the side and foot rails in 

that is not widened at the top. It has a foam pad similar 
in thickness to the other rail pads, which is mounted 
directly on top of the rigid core which is taller than the 
cores in the other rails. The pad on the head rail is 
covered by piece of fabric which is attached to the liner 
with a hook and loop fastener like the covers on the 
other rails, but is stapled to the outer side of the core a 
short distance below the pad. This fabric does not have 
to match the fabric on the other rails and can, for exam 
ple, be a neutral color or one which matches that of the 
liner. 

If the foot rail does not have the widened top, it can 
be made in a manner similar to that just described for 
the head rail, in which case the cover on each side rail 
will be separate. ' 

Since the outer portions of the rails are covered, the 
rails can be connected together at the corners with 
fasteners which are installed and removed from outside 
the frame, which greatly simpli?es the process of set 
ting up the bed. It also eliminates the need for internal 
connectors which can be dif?cult to install and can also 
puncture the mattress. In the embodiment illustrated, 
the rails are connected together by bolts 43 which pass 
through the side rails and are received in nuts 44 in the 
end rails. 

Pins 46 hold the midpoints of the rails in position on 
the deck and help to prevent the rails from being bowed 
in an outward direction by the pressure of the water in 
the mattress. In the embodiment illustrated, these pins 
are in the form of rectangular metal plates having a 
length on the order of 3 inches and a width on the order 
of 1 inch, and they are affixed to the inner faces the rails 
by screws (not shown), with a portion of each plate 
projecting past the rabbet. The projecting portion of the 
plate is received in a socket comprising a slotted open 
ing 47 in the deck. The slotted opening has dimensions 
somewhat greater than the width and thickness of the 
plate, so that the pins are easily engaged with and disen 
gaged from the sockets, yet hold the rails against lateral 
deflection when engaged. The pins also facilitate assem 
bly of the bed since they are easy to engage and serve to 
hold the rails in the correct positions while the bolts are 
installed to join the rails together. 
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Means is also provided for attaching a headboard to 
the frame. This means includes a pair of mounting 
brackets 48 which are mounted on head rail 13. Each of 
these brackets has a ?rst ?ange 51 which is af?xed to 
the inner side of the rail, a second ?ange 52 positioned 
outside the frame, and a central section 53 which inter 
connects the two ?anges and passes beneath the rail. 
The central section extends at an angle of 45 degrees 
between the two ?anges, and the two ?anges extend in 
opposite directions, with ?ange 51 extending in an up 
ward direction from the central section and ?ange 52 
extending down. The two ?anges lie in parallel planes, 
with ?ange 52 being offset below and to the outside of 
?ange 51 for registration with the mounting brackets on 
a conventional headboard, and central section 53 pass 
ing beneath the head rail at an oblique angle of about 45 
degrees relative to the rail. Flange 51 has holes 56 for 
mounting screws, and ?ange 52 has slots 57 for receiv 
ing mounting lugs on the mounting bracket of the head 
board. 
A footboard can be attached to the bed in the same 

manner as the headboard, with mounting brackets simi 
lar to brackets 48 being mounted on the foot rail. 
Assembly and use of the waterbed and frame assem 

bly are as follows. The riser is placed on the ?oor or 
other supporting surface where the bed is to be set up, 
and the deck boards are laid out in position on the riser. 
The rails are then positioned along the edges of the 
deck, with the pins on the rails being received in the 
sockets in the deck. The bolts are then installed to con 
nect the rails together. The liner is placed in the cavity 
formed by the deck and rails, with the side panels of the 
liner standing upright next to the rails. The mattress is 
spread out on top of the liner and ?lled with water. The 
decorative fabric cover can be installed either before or 
after the mattress is ?lled, and'it can be removed and 
replaced at any time after for cleaning, replacement, or 
to change the look of the bed. If a heater is used, it is 
placed on the deck before the liner is installed, and if a 
headboard and/or a footboard is to be attached, the 
mounting brackets are best installed before the mattress 
is ?lled, although with proper care, they can still be 
installed, or removed, when the mattress is full. 
The embodiment of FIG. 4 is generally similar to that 

of FIG. 2. However, the top piece 59 is attached to the 
side of the rail core 61 and has a rounded outer and 
under side. In this embodiment, the safety liner 62 ex 
tends across the top of the rail pad 63 and is attached to 
the outer portion of the rail by a keeper rod 64 in a 
groove 66 on the underside of top piece 59. A decora 
tive fabric cover 67 is attached to the liner along the 
upper inner margin of the rail and to the lower edge of 
the rail core by hook and loop fasteners 68, 69 in the 
manner discussed above. 
A cleat 71 extends along the inner side of core 61 and 

rests on the outer margin of deck 72, rather than having 
the deck extend under the core itself. This eliminates the 
need for a filler strip to extend the width of the deck 
beyond 72 inches when three 24 inch pieces are used. 
Locator pins 73 pass through aligned openings 74, 76 in 
the cleat and deck to hold the midpoint of the rail in 
place on the deck. 
Assembly and use of the embodiment of FIG. 4 are 

similar to that described above in connection with the 
previous embodiment, except the liner is now attached 
to the rails instead of standing on its own. 
The frame assembly of the invention can also accom 

modate the type of headboard which has previously 
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6 
been used with waterbeds. Such headboards are typi 
cally about 10-12 inches deep and may have book 
shelves in them. To accommodate such a headboard, 
the side rails of the frame are extended about 10-12 
inches beyond the head rail, and the headboard rests on 
them. If desired, the sides of the headboard can be cov 
ered with fabric or upholstered to coordinate with or 
match the covers on the frame. 

In the embodiment of FIG. 5, side rails 78 terminate 
at head rail 79 and have end surfaces 81 which are sub 
stantially ?ush with the outer side or back side of the 
head rail. The head rail extends between the side rails, 
and the head and side rails are connected together by 
screws 82 which pass through the side rails and into the 
head rail. 
Headboard support pieces 83 extend from the side 

rails and project beyond the head rail. These pieces are 
aligned longitudinally with the side rails and form con 
tinuations or extensions of the side rails. 
The support pieces are rigidly affixed to the side rails 

by connectors 84, each of which comprises a pin or bolt 
86 disposed in longitudinally extending, axially aligned 
bores 87, 88 in the support piece and side rail. The pin or 
bolt has a pair of enlarged heads 89 at opposite ends 
thereof. Each connector also has a pair of lock members 
91 which are rotatively mounted in transversely extend 
ing bores 92, 93 and have cam surfaces 94 which engage 
the heads of the pins. The lock members have externally 
accessible sockets 96 for receiving a wrench or other 
driving tool. When rotated in one direction, the lock 
members engage the pin and draw the support piece and 
rail together. When rotated in the other direction, they 
release the pin and permit the support piece to be re 
moved from the rail. Connectors of this type are avail 
able commercially, and one presently preferred connec 
tor is the Hafele Mini?x l5 connecting ?tting. 
A headboard 97 rests upon and is supported by the 

support pieces, with the support pieces having a length 
corresponding to the depth of the headboard and cros 
ssectional dimensions corresponding to those of the side 
rails. In a typical waterbed, the side rails might, for 
example, be fabricated from 2 X 10 inch lumber, and the 
headboard might have a depth on the order of 10 inches. 
In such a bed, the support pieces might also be fabri 
cated of 2X10 inch lumber and have a length on the 
order of 10 inches. The support pieces can be decorated 
to coordinate with or match either the headboard or the 
side rails, or both. 
The headboard support pieces and connectors of 

FIG. 5 can be utilized for mounting headboard on wa 
terbeds with conventional frames as well as on wa 
terbeds having other features of the invention. 

It is apparent from the foregoing that a new and 
improved waterbed and frame assembly have been pro 
vided. While only certain presently preferred embodi 
ments have been described in detail, as will be apparent 
to those familiar with the art, certain changes and modi 
?cations can be made without departing from the scope 
of the invention as de?ned by the following claims. 
We claim: 
1. In a waterbed frame: a rectangular, horizontally 

ending deck for supporting a water-filled mattress, head 
and foot rails extending along opposite ends of the deck, 
a pair of side rails extending along opposite sides of the 
deck between the head and foot rails, sockets formed in 
the deck between the ends of the rails, pins affixed to the 
rails extending into the sockets to prevent the rails from 
bowing in an outward direction due to pressure from 
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the water in the mattress, removable fasteners installed 
from the outer sides of at least two of the rails connect 
ing the rails together at the corners of the deck, and a 
decorative cover extending over the tops an(i outer 
sides of the side rails. 

2. The waterbed frame of claim 1, wherein the deco 
rative cover also extends over the top and outer sides of 
the foot rail. 

3. The waterbed frame of claim 1 including a safety 
liner extending across the upper side of the deck and 
along the inner sides of the rails for containing water 
spillage from the mattress, and means securing the 
cover to the liner and to the lower portion of the rails to 
form an integrated liner, cover and rail structure. 

4. The waterbed frame of claim 1 wherein the side 
margin of the deck extend beneath the side rails and are 
received in rabbets formed along the lower inside por 
tions of the side rails. 

5. The waterbed frame of claim 4 wherein the deck 
comprises three sheets of rigid material each having a 
width on the order of 24 inches positioned side-by-side 
between the side rails and a strip of rigid material hav 
ing a width on the order of 2—3 inches positioned be 
tween two of the sheets, with the side rails resting on 
the outer margins of the two outermost sheets and the 
head and foot rails resting on the end portions of the 
sheets. 

6. The waterbed frame of claim 1 wherein each of the 
side rails comprises a wooden core having a thickness 
on the order of 1% inches and a top piece which extends 
along the upper margin of the core and projects later 
ally from the core by a distance on the order of 15 
inches. 

7. The waterbed frame of claim 1 including a pad of 
cushioning material having a thickness on the order of 
lé to 2 inches extending along the top of each .of the 
rails, with the upper portion of each pad being at sub 
stantially the same level as the upper surface of the 
mattress. 

8. The waterbed frame of claim 1 including a mount 
ing bracket af?xed to one of the rails for attaching a 
headboard/footboard to the frame, said mounting 
bracket having a ?rst ?ange af?xed to the inner side of 
the rail, a second ?ange positioned outside the frame, 
and a central section interconnecting the two ?anges 
and passing beneath one of the rails. 

9. The waterbed frame of claim 8 wherein the two 
?anges lie in generally parallel planes. 

10. The waterbed frame of claim 8 wherein the cen 
tral section passes beneath the rail at an oblique angle 
relative to the rail, with the second flange being offset 
laterally from the ?rst ?ange. 

11. The waterbed frame of claim 1 further including 
a pair of headboard support pieces extending from the 
head rail in a direction parallel to the side rails, and 
means rigidly af?xing the support pieces to the rails so 
that the support pieces can support a headboard resting 
thereon. 

12. The waterbed frame of claim 11 wherein the sup 
port pieces are aligned with the side rails so as to form 
continuations thereof. 

13. In a waterbed frame assembly: a rectangular 
frame having a pair of side rails fabricated of wood and 
a head rail which extends between the side rails, with 
the side rails terminating at the head rail, a headboard 
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positioned on the outer side of the head rail, a pair of 
headboard support pieces fabricated of wood and ex 
tending beneath the headboard, said support pieces 
being aligned with the side rails so as to form continua 
tions thereof, and means rigidly affixing the support 
pieces to the side rails so that the support pieces can 
support the headboard. 

14. In a waterbed frame assembly: a rectangular 
frame having a pair of side rails and a head rail which 
extends between the side rails, with the side rails termi 
nating at the head rail, a headboard positioned on the 
outer side of the head rail, a pair of headboard support 
pieces extending longitudinally from the side rails and 
beneath the headboard, and means rigidly affixing the 
support pieces to the side rails so that the support pieces 
can support the headboard, said means comprising pins 
which extend longitudinally within the support pieces 
and the side rails and are concealed from view, and 
adjustable means carried by the support pieces and the 
side rails in locking engagement with the pins for draw 
ing the support pieces and the side rails together. 

15. The frame assembly of claim 14 wherein the pins 
have enlarged heads at opposite ends thereof, and the 
means carried by the support pieces comprise lock 
members rotatively mounted in transversely extending 
bores in the support pieces and the side rails and having 
cam surfaces which engage the heads of the pins. 

16. In a waterbed frame: a rectangular horizontally 
extending deck for supporting a water-?lled mattress, 
head and foot rails extending along opposite ends of the 
deck, a pair of the side rails extending along opposite 
side of the deck between the head and foot rails, sockets 
formed in the deck between the ends of the rail, pins 
af?xed to the rails extending into the sockets to and 
prevent the rails from bowing in an outward direction 
due to pressure from the water in the mattress, a head 
board, and means for holding the headboard in a prede 
termined ?xed position adjacent to the head rail. 

17. The waterbed frame of claim 16 wherein the 
means for holding the headboard comprises a pair of 
support pieces extending from the head rail in a direc 
tion parallel to the side rails. 

18. The waterbed frame of claim 16 wherein the 
means for holding the headboard comprises a mounting 
bracket af?xed to one of the rails, said mounting bracket 
having a ?rst ?ange af?xed to the inner side of the rail, 
a second ?ange positioned outside the frame, and a 
central section interconnecting the two ?anges and 
passing beneath one of the rails. 

19. The waterbed frame of claim 18 wherein the two 
?anges lie in generally parallel planes. 

20. The waterbed frame of claim 18 wherein the cen 
tral section passes beneath the rail at an oblique angle 
relative to the rail, with the second ?ange being offset 
laterally from the ?rst ?ange. 

21. The waterbed frame of claim 16 wherein the deck 
comprises three sheets of rigid material each having a 
width on the order of 24 inches positioned side-by-side 
between the side rails and a strip of rigid material hav 
ing a width on the order of 2-3 inches positioned be 
tween two of the sheets, with the side rails resting on 
the outer margins of the two outermost sheets and the 
head and foot rails resting on the end portions of the 
sheets. 
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