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METAL CONNECTOR FOR BUILDING AND 
JOINTING ‘STRUCTURE OF BUILDING USING 

THE SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates improvements in or relating to 

a metal connector for building and also to a jointing 
structure of a building using such a metal connector. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
A wooden building normally includes a large number 

of jointing structures at which two lumber blocks or 
wooden members are jointed to each other. Such joint 
ing structures may be a jointing structure between a 
column and a beam, a jointing structure between of 
beams extending in a serial direction or in perpendicular 
directions, a jointing structure between a column and a 
sill, a jointing structure at a principal rafter, that is, at 
tops of a pair of left and right diagonal members form 
ing a triangle of a truss together with a beam, a jointing 
structure between an outer end portion of a diagonal 
member and a top end of a column, or the like. 

Various means are conventionally employed to con 
nect two lumber blocks to each other in those jointing 
structures, including notches, holes and so forth formed 
on lumber blocks, metal connectors such as nails, bolts 
and nuts, dowels and ?ange plates, and bonding agents, 
or any combination of those means. Such various con 
ventional connecting means have been developed and 
are adopted to joint general lumber members, that is, 
solid members to each other, and it is admitted that they 
exhibit anticipated effects as such. 
The conventional connecting means, however, are 

not always satisfactory for jointing structure in a large 
scale wooden building which draws much attention and 
is built recently, and wherein structural assemblies are 
employed for main structural parts, because they are 
not sufficient in binding strength or a metal connector is 
exposed to an outer side and presents a bad appearance. 
Taking the above into consideration, the inventor has 

developed and proposed, in US. Pat. No. 5,061,lll, a 
novel metal connector for a wooden building by which 
a jointing structure of any type (not only in a wooden 
building, which employs general lumber, but also in a 
large scale wooden building which employs structural 
assemblies) is provided with a satisfactory fastening 
strength without deteriorating the appearance as well as 
a novel jointing structure which makes use of such a 
metal connector. 
The metal connector and the jointing structure dis 

closed in US. Pat. No. 5,061,111 are shown in FIGS. 20 
and 21. Referring to FIGS. 20 and 21, the jointing struc 
ture shown is applied to connect a column and a beam 
to each other using the metal connector shown. The 
metal connector includes a metal connector body 1 
which includes a rectangular bottom plate 2, a rectan 
gular core plate 3 secured uprightly to an upper face of 
the bottom plate 2 along a center line, a mounting plate 
4 secured uprightly to a longitudinal end of the bottom 
plate 2 and held in contact with and secured to an end 
face of the core plate 3, and a pair of wedge guide ele 
ments 5 and 6 mounted at symmetrical locations on the 
opposite faces of the core plate 3 adjacent the other 
longitudinal end remote from the mounting plate 4. 
The metal connector is used to joint a column 7 and 

a beam 11 to each other. The column 7 has a recess 8 
formed at a side face thereof at which it is to be jointed 
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2 
to the beam 12. The mounting plate 4 of the metal con 
nector body 1 is ?tted in the recess 8 of the column 7 
and fastened to the column 7 by means of bolts 9 and 
nuts 10 to thereby rigidly secure the metal connector 
body 1 horizontally to the column 7. 
The beam 11 has formed at an end portion thereof a 

?tting recess 12 which has a substantially similar pro?le 
as an outer pro?le of the metal connector body 1 except 
the mounting plate 4. 

Thus, in assembling the beam 11 to the column 7, the 
beam 11 is operated so that the metal connector body 1 
secured to the column 7 may be fitted into the ?tting 
recess 12 of the beam 11 so that the beam 11 may be 
supported on the-bottom plate 2 of the metal connector 
body 1. 

Then, in this condition, the beam 11 is moved hori 
zontally toward the column 7 so that a pair of wedge 
receiving recesses 13 and 14 may be opened forwardly 
of the wedge guide elements 5 and 6 received in a pair 
of widened portions of the ?tting recess 12 of the beam 
11, that is, on the side adjacent the column 7. 
Then, a pair of wedge members 15 and 16 are driven 

into the thus open wedge receiving recesses 13 and 14, 
respectively, whereupon the entire beam 11 is gradually 
moved toward the column 7 by a wedging action of the 
wedge members 15 and 16. Finally, an end face of the 
beam 11 is contacted closely with the opposing side face 
of the column 7, thereby establishing a required secured 
condition between the column 7 and the beam 11. 
By the way, a necessary and sufficient fastening 

strength between a column and a beam in such jointing 
structure as described above is derived from a suitable 
degree (or depth) of driving of wedge members, and 
such fastening strength must not be insufficient nor 
excessive. However, it is a problem that such fastening 
strength is only qualitatively determinable 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
metal connector and a jointing structure with which 
two members are jointed to each other with a suf?cient 
fastening strength which can be grasped quantitatively. 

In order to attain the object, according to one aspect 
of the present invention, there is provided a metal con 
nector for jointing ?rst and second members of a build 
ing to each other, which comprises a metal connector 
body including a bottom plate and a core plate secured 
vertically to an upper face of the bottom plate and hav 
ing a window hole formed therein, a bolt mounted at a 
base end portion thereof at an inner periphery of the 
core plate around the window hole such that the other 
free end portion thereof extends into the window hole 
with a spacing left between the free end thereof and an 
opposing portion of the inner periphery around the 
window hole, the metal connector body being con 
nected, at a longitudinal end thereof remote from the 
bolt with respect to the window hole, to the second 

' member, the ?rst member having a fitting recess formed 
60 
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at a jointing end portion thereof in a pro?le suitable to 
closely receive the bottom plate and core plate of the 
metal connector body therein, the ?rst member further 
having a working window hole formed contiguously to 
the fitting recess therein, a nut screwed on the bolt, and 
a holding plate disposed in the spacing and the working 
window hole transversely to the window hole of the 
metal connector body for pressing, when the nut is 
turned in a predetermined direction to axially move on 
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the bolt to press against the holding plate, against the 
inner periphery of the metal connector body around the 
window hole to force the ?rst member to move toward 
the second member until a longitudinal end of the ?rst 
member is closely contacted with the second member. 
The metal connector is thus simple in construction in 

that it comprises the metal connector body, bolt, nut 
and holding plate. Accordingly, it can be produced 
readily, and a jointing operation with the metal connec 
tor can be performed readily. Further, with the metal 
connector, the ?rst and second members are jointed to 
each other by turning the nut in the predetermined 
direction, and the jointing strength between the ?rst 
and second members can be grasped quantitatively. 
Consequently, the jointing strength can be adjusted 
suitably by adjusting the turning motion of the nut, and 
management and so forth of a building can be per 
formed reasonably. 
According to another aspect of the present invention, 

there is provided a metal connector for jointing ?rst and 
second members of a building to each other, which 
comprises a metal connector body including a bottom 
plate and a core plate secured vertically to an upper 
face of the bottom plate and having a pair of window 
holes formed at symmetrical locations adjacent the 
opposite longitudinal ends therein with respect to the 
center in the longitudinal direction thereof, a pair of 
bolts mounted at base end portions thereof at inner 
peripheries of the core plate around the window holes 
such that the other free end portions thereof extend into 
the window holes with spacings left between the free 
ends thereof and opposing portions of the inner periph 
eries around the window holes, each of the ?rst and 
second members having a ?tting recess formed at a 
jointing end portion thereof in a pro?le suitable to 
closely receive corresponding longitudinal halves of the 
bottom plate and core plate of the metal connector body 
therein, each of the ?rst and second members further 
having a working window hole formed contiguously to 
the ?tting recess therein, a pair of nuts screwed on the 
bolts, and a pair of holding plates disposed in the spac 
ings and the working window holes transversely to the 
window holes of the metal connector body for pressing, 
when the nuts are turned in a predetermined direction 
to axially move on the bolts to press against the holding 
plates, against the inner peripheries of the metal connec 
tor body around the window holes to force the ?rst and 
second members to move toward each other until longi 
tudinal ends of the ?rst and second members are closely 
contacted with each other. 
The metal connector is thus simple in construction in 

that it comprises the metal connector body, bolt, nut 
and holding plate. Further, with the metal connector, 
the ?rst and second members are jointed in an end-to 
end serial relationship to each other by turning the nuts 
in the predetermined direction, and the jointing 
strength between the ?rst and second members can be 
grasped quantitatively. Consequently, the jointing 
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strength can be adjusted suitably by adjusting the turn- ' 
ing motion of the nuts, and management and so forth of 
a building can be performed reasonably. 
According to a further aspect of the present inven 

tion, there is provided a jointing structure for a build 
ing, which comprises a metal connector body including 
a bottom plate and a core plate secured vertically to an 
upper face of the bottom plate and having a window 
hole formed therein, ?rst and second members to be 
jointed to each other by means of the meta] connector 
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4 
body, a bolt mounted at a base end portion thereof at an 
inner periphery of the core plate-around the window 
hole such that the other free end portion thereof extends 
into the window hole with a spacing left between the 
free end thereof and an opposing portion of the inner 
periphery around the window hole, means for connect 
ing a longitudinal end of the metal connector body 
remote from the bolt with respect to the window hole 
to the second member, the ?rst member having a ?tting 
recess formed at a jointing end portion thereof in a 
pro?le suitable to closely receive the bottom plate and 
core plate of the metal connector body therein, the ?rst 
member further having a working window hole formed 
contiguously to the ?tting recess therein, a nut screwed 
on the bolt, and a holding plate disposed in the spacing 
and the working window hole transversely to the win 
dow hole of the metal connector body for pressing, 
when the nut is turned in a predetermined direction to 
axially move on the bolt to press against the holding 
plate, against the inner periphery of the metal connector 
body around the window hole to force the ?rst member 
to move toward the second member until a longitudinal 
end of the ?rst member is closely contacted with the 
second member. 
With the jointing structure, the ?rst and second mem 

bers are jointed to each other by turning the nut in the 
predetermined direction, and the jointing strength be 
tween the ?rst and second members can be grasped 
quantitatively. Consequently, the jointing strength can 
be adjusted suitably by adjusting the turning motion of 
the nut, and management and so forth of a building can 
be performed reasonably. Accordingly, with the joint 
ing structure, even an operator who is not skilled in the 
art can operate to obtain a suitable fastening strength 
between different members not only in a wooden build 
ing which employs general lumber but also in a large 
scale wooden building which employs structural assem 
blies as well as in a building of steel structure. 
The above and other objects, features and advantages 

of the present invention will become apparent from the 
following description and the appended claims, taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which 
like parts or elements are denoted by like reference 
characters. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a metal connector and 
a jointing structure between a column and a beam using 
the metal connector showing a ?rst preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view of the metal 

connector and jointing structure of FIG. 1; 
FIGS. 3 and 4 are sectional views showing the joint 

ing structure of FIG. 1 at different stages in assembling; 
FIG. Sis a side elevational sectional view showing a 

modi?cation to a metal connector body of the metal 
connector shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 6 is a similar view but showing another modi? 

cation to the metal connector body shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 7 is a similar view but showing a further modi? 

cation to the metal connector body shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 8 is a fragmentary perspective view of a metal 

connector and a jointing structure between a column 
and a beam using the metal connector showing a second 
preferred embodiment of the present invention; 
FIGS. 9 to 11 are sectional views illustrating the 

jointing structure of FIG. 8 at different stages in assem 
bling; 
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FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a metal connector 
and a jointing structure between a pair of beams in a 
series direction using the metal connector showing a 
third preferred embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 13 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 

metal connector and the jointing structure shown in 
FIG. 12; 
FIGS. 14 and 15 are sectional views illustrating the 

jointing structure of FIG. 12 at different stages in as 
sembling; 
FIG. 16 is a perspective view of a metal connector 

and a jointing structure between a column and a sill 
using the metal connector showing a fourth preferred 
embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 17 is a perspective view of a metal connector’ 

and a jointing structure between an outer end of a diag 
onal member and an upper end of a column which form 
a principal rafter using the metal connector showing a 
?fth preferred embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 18 is a perspective view showing a modi?cation 

to the metal connector and the jointing structure of 
FIG. 17; 
FIG. 19 is a perspective view of a metal connector 

and a jointing structure between top ends of a pair of 
left and right diagonal members which form a principal 
rafter using the metal connector showing a sixth pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 20 is a perspective view showing a conventional 

metal connector and a conventional jointing structure 
between and a column and a beam using the metal'con 
nector; and 
FIG. 21 is a perspective view of the metal connector 

and the jointing structure of FIG. 20 but at a stage 
immediately before the column and the beam are finally 
secured to each other by means of wedge members. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring ?rst to FIGS. 1 and 2, there are shown a 
metal connector and a jointing structure between a 
column and a beam using the metal connector accord 
ing to a ?rst preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion. The metal connector shown includes a metal con 
nector body 21 which includes a rectangular bottom 
plate 22, a rectangular core plate 23 secured uprightly 
to an upper face of the bottom plate 22 along a center 
line, and a mounting plate 24 secured uprightly to a 
longitudinal end of the bottom plate 22 and held in 
contact with and secured to an end face of the core 
plate 23. 
The mounting plate 24 has a width equal to the width 

of the bottom plate 22 and has a height equal to the 
height of the core plate 23. 
The core plate 23 has a rectangular window hole 25 

perforated therein. A bolt 26 is embedded at a base end 
half thereof in a portion of the core plate 23 around the 
window hole 25 such that the other end half thereof 
extends into the window hole 25 toward the mounting 
plate 24 with a suf?cient spacing left between the other 
end thereof and an opposing side of an inner periphery 
of the window hole 25 to allow a nut 27 and a holding 
plate 28 to be disposed therein. 
The mounting plate 24 has four bolt insertion holes 29 

formed in two columns therein on the opposite sides of 
the core plate 23. Meanwhile, the core plate 23 has three 
threaded holes 30 formed in a predetermined spaced 
relationship on an upper end face thereof. 
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6 
The metal connector body 21 can be produced 

readily either by individually preparing the bottom 
plate 22, core plate 23 and mounting plate 24 and assem 
bling them by suitable means such as welding or fasten 
ing screws or by molding or casting them as a unitary 
member. 
The metal connector is used to joint a column 31 and 

a beam 32 to each other. 
The column 31 has a recess 33 formed at a side face 

thereof at which it is to be jointed to the beam 32. The 
recess 33 has a sufficient size to receive therein the 
mounting plate 24 and the end portion of the bottom 
plate 22 on which the mounting plate 24 is mounted. 
The column 31 has four bolt insertion holes 34 perfo 

rated therein in an aligned relationship to the bolt inser 
tion holes 29 of the mounting plate 24. The bolt inser 
tion holes 34 extend from the bottom of the recess 33 to 
the opposite side face of the column 31. 
The metal connector body 21 is attached to the col 

umn 31 in the following manner. In particular, the 
mounting plate 24 of the metal connector body 21 and 
the end of the bottom plate 22 at which the mounting 
plate 24 is received are ?rst ?tted into the recess 33 of 
the column 31, and then fastening bolts 35 are inserted 
into the bolt insertion holes 34 from the openings on the 
opposite side face of the column 31 until threaded end 
portions thereof are projected from the bolt insertion 
holes 29 of the mounting plate 24. Then, fastening nuts 
36 are screwed onto and tightened to the thus projected 
threaded end portions of the fastening bolts 35 to secure 
the metal connector body 21 horizontally to the column 
31 as seen in FIG. 3. 
The beam 32 is jointed at a jointing end portion 37 

thereof to the column 31 by means of the metal connec 
tor body 21. In particular, referring to FIG. 2, the joint 
ing end portion 37 of the beam 32 has a ?tting recess 38 
formed therein which has a substantially same pro?le as 
that of the metal connector body 21 except the mount 
ing plate 24 and the end of the bottom plate 22 at which 
the mounting plate 24 is received. The ?tting recess 38 
is thus composed ofa horizontal groove 39 formed in 
the jointing end portion 37 of the beam 32 and having a 
suitable size and shape to receive the core plate 23 of the 
metal connector body 21 therein, and a vertical slot 40 
formed along the center line in the jointing end portion 
37 perpendicularly and contiguously to the horizontal 
groove 39 and having a suitable size and shape to re 
ceive the core plate 23 of the metal connector body 21 
therein. The horizontal groove 39 is opened to the bot 
tom face and an outer end face of the jointing end por 
tion 37 of the beam 32 while the vertical slot 40 is 
opened to the top face, bottom face and outer end face 
of the jointing end portion 37. 
Two pairs of depressions 41 are formed on the longi 

tudinal end face of the jointing end portion 37 of the 
beam 32 for receiving therein the fastening nuts 36 
screwed on the end portions of the fastening bolts 35 

' projected from the bottom of the recess 33 of the col 
60 
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umn 31. 
A working window hole 42 is formed in the jointing 

end portion 37 of the beam 32 transversely to the verti 
cal slot 40. The working window hole 42 extends hori 
zontally and is opened to the vertical slot 40 and an 
outer side face of the jointing end portion 37 of the 
beam 32. However, the working window hole 42 may 
otherwise be perforated transversely through the joint 
ing end portion 37 of the beam 32 such that it is opened 
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to the opposite outer side faces of the jointing end por 
tion 37. 
The beam 32 is jointed to the column 31 in the follow 

ing manner. 
First, the jointing end portion 37 of the beam 32-is 

placed from above onto the bottom plate 22 of the metal 
connector body 21 assembled to the column 31 such 
that the metal connector body 21 is received into the 
?tting recess 38 and the fastening nuts 36 are opposed to 
the depressions 41. In the thus placed position of the 
jointing end portion 37 of the beam 32, the top face of 
the beam 32, that is, the top face of the jointing end 
portion 37, and the top face of the metal connector body 
21, or more particularly the top face of the core plate 
23, are aligned with each other. 

Subsequently, the entire beam 32 is moved axially 
toward the column 31 until the working window hole 
42 thereof is substantially aligned with the window hole 
25 in the core plate 23 of the metal connector body 21 
as seen in FIG. 3 and the longitudinal end face of the 
jointing end portion 37 thereof comes very close to the 
bottom face of the recess 33 of the column 31. 

Then, the nut 27 is ?tted onto the bolt 26 of the metal 
connector body 21 in the working window hole 42 and 
the window hole 25 and then screwed toward the base 
end side of the boltq26, and then the holding plate 28 is 
inserted into the window hole 25 through the working 
window hole 42. Then, the nut 27 is screwed now in the 
reverse direction to move away from the base end of the 
bolt 26 so that it is pressed tightly against the holding 
plate 28. Thereupon, the holding plate 28 is tightly 
pressed against the opposing end face of the inner pe 
riphery of the window hole 25 and an adjacent end face 
of an inner periphery of the working window hole 42 of 
the beam 32. Consequently, the entire beam 32 is forced 
by way of the holding plate 28 to gradually move 
toward the column 31 until the longitudinal or outer 
end face of the jointing end portion 37 thereof is closely 
contacted with the opposing side face of the column 31 
as seen in FIG. 4. 

In this instance, a pressing or fastening strength be 
tween the column 31 and the beam 32 can apparently be 
grasped quantitatively from an amount of movement of 
the nut 27 on the bolt 26, that is, an amount of turning 
motion of the nut 27. 

Finally, a cover plate 43 is placed onto the top face of 
the jointing end portion 37 of the beam 32 as seen in 
FIG. 1, and screws 45 are inserted into perforations 44 
formed in the cover plate 27 and are screwed tightly 
into the threaded holes 30 at the top end of the core 
plate 23 as seen in FIG. 1. 

It is to be noted that a packing plate 46 made of a 
same material as the beam 32 may additionally be in 
serted into the working window hole 42 of the beam 32 
to fill up the working window hole 42. 
While the jointing structure described above with 

reference to FIGS. 1 to 4 employs only one such metal 
connector as described above and joints a single column 
and a single beam to each other, a column to beam 
jointing structure may otherwise joint two, three or 
four beams in different directions to a column. In any 
case, each beam can be jointed to a column using such 
metal connector as described above. However, atten 
tion must be paid so that fastening bolts may not inter 
fere with each other in the column. 
FIGS. 5 to 7 show three different modi?cations to the 

metal connector body 21 shown in FIGS. 1 to 4. 
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The modi?ed metal connector body shown in FIG. 5 

is denoted also at 21 and constructed such that it has a 
pair of upper and lower ?anges 47 and 4-8. The upper 
?ange 47 extends laterally from an upper end of the 
mounting plate 24 while the lower ?ange 48 is formed 
as a longitudinal extension of the bottom plate 22 and 
extends in parallel to the upper ?ange 47. Thus, a col 
umn 31 to which the modi?ed metal connector body 21 
is to be assembled has a pair of ?ange receiving grooves 
49 and 50 formed at upper and lower ends of the recess 
33 such that they may receive the upper and lower 
?anges 47 and 48 of the metal connector body 21, re 
spectively. 
Meanwhile, the modi?ed metal connector body 21 

shown in FIG. 6 is a modi?cation also to the modi?ed 
metal connector body 21 shown in FIG. 5 in that it only 
has the upper ?ange 47 on the mounting plate 24 
thereof. Thus, a column 31 for use with the present 
modi?ed metal connector 21 may only have the upper 
?ange receiving groove 49 at the top end of the recess 
33. 
On the other hand, the modi?ed connector body 21 

shown in FIG. 7 is another modi?cation to the modi?ed 
metal connector body 21 shown in FIG. 5 in that it only 
has the lower ?ange 48 on the mounting plate 24. Thus, 
a column 31 for use with the present modi?ed metal 
connector 21 may only have the lower ?ange receiving 
groove 50 at the bottom end of the recess 33. 

Since any of the modi?ed metal connector bodies 21 
shown in FIGS. 5 to 7 is constructed such that the 
upper ?ange 47 and/or lower ?ange 48 are received in 
the corresponding ?ange receiving groove 47 and/or 
groove 48, the coupling strength between the metal 
connector body 21 and the column 31 is improved, and 
accordingly, the strength in supporting the beam 32 on 
the column 31 is increased. 

Referring now to FIG. 8, there are shown a metal 
connector and a jointing structure between a column 
and a beam using the metal connector according to a 
second preferred embodiment of the present invention. 
The metal connector and the jointing structure are a 
modi?cation to the metal connector and the jointing 
structure shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, respectively, and since 
they have somewhat common construction, only differ 
ences of the former from the latter will be described 
below. , 

The mounting plate_24 of the connector metal body 
21 has two pairs of bolt head receiving tubes or hubs 51 
formed in a predetermined spaced relationship on and 
extending outwardly from an outer face thereof. Mean 
while, the core plate 23 has a height a little smaller than 
the height of the mounting plate 24. 

Thus, a column 31 for use with the metal connector 
body 21 has two pairs of depressions 52 formed in a 
predetermined relationship on a side face thereof for 
receiving therein the bolt head receiving tubes 51 of the 
mounting plate 24 of the metal connector body 21. The 

' depressions 52 are formed contiguously to and concen 
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trically with the bolt insertion holes 34 formed in the 
column 31. ' 

Meanwhile, a beam 32 for use with the metal connec 
tor body 21 has a shallow groove 53 formed on the top 
face of the jointing end portion 37 thereof for receiving 
the cover plate 43 therein. Further, the beam 32 has 
another shallow groove 54 formed on the outer longitu 
dinal end of the jointing end portion 37 thereof for 
receiving the mounting plate 24 therein. 
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The metal connector body 21 in the present embodi 

ment is assembled to the column 31 in the following 
manner. In particular, the metal connector body 21 is 
operated to insert the bolt head receiving tubes 51 on 
the mounting plate 24 thereof until the mounting plate 
24 is contacted with the opposing side face of the col 
umn 21. Then, the fastening bolts 35 are individually 
inserted into the bolt insertion holes 34 through round 
holes formed in the bolt head receiving tubes 51, and 
then the nuts 36 are screwed tightly onto ends of the 
fastening bolts 35 which are projected outwardly from 
the opposite side face of the column 31, thereby to 
secure the metal connector body 21 to the column 32. 
The beam 32 is assembled in the following manner. 

First, the beam 32 is operated so that the core plate 23 
and the bottom plate 22 of the metal connector body 21 
may be ?tted into the vertical slot 40 and the horizontal 
groove 39, respectively, of the ?tting recess 38 of the 
jointing end portion 37 of the beam 32. In this condition, 
the groove 54 in the jointing end portion 37 of the beam 
32 is horizontally aligned with the mounting plate 24 of 
the metal connector body 21 on the column 31. Then, 
the entire beam 32 is moved horizontally axially toward 
the column 31, whereupon the mounting plate 24 is 
?tted into the groove 54 as seen in FIG. 9. 
Then, the nut 27 and the holding plate 28 are oper 

ated in a similar manner as in the ?rst embodiment de 
scribed hereinabove in the working window hole 42 of 
the beam 32 and the window hole 25 of the metal con 
nector body 21 so that the holding plate 28 may be 
pressed by the nut 27 to gradually move the entire beam 
32 toward the beam 31 until the longitudinal or outer 
end face of the jointing end portion 37 thereof is se 
curely pressed against the opposing side face of the 
column 31 as seen in FIG. 10. 

Finally, the cover plate 43 is ?tted into and placed 
onto the bottom of the shallow groove 53 of the beam 
32, and then the screws 45 are inserted into the perfora 
tions 44 in the cover plate 43 and screwed tightly into 
the threaded holes 30 at the top end face of the core 
plate 23 to secure the cover plate 43 to the beam 32 as 
seen in FIG. 11. 

Referring now to FIGS. 12 and 13, there are shown a 
metal connector and a jointing structure between two 
beams in a serial direction using the metal connector 
according to a third preferred embodiment of the pres 
ent invention. The metal connector of the present em 
bodiment includes a metal connector body 55 which 
includes a rectangular bottom plate 56 and a rectangular 
core plate 57 secured uprightly to an upper face of the 
bottom plate 56 along a center line. 
The core plate 57 has a pair of rectangular window 

holes 58 and 59 formed therein adjacent the opposite 
longitudinal ends. A pair of bolts 60 and 61 are embed 
ded at base end halves thereof in portions of the core 
plate 57 around the window holes 58 and 59 such that 
the other end halves thereof extend inwardly into the 
window holes 58 and 59, respectively, toward the longi 
tudinal center of the core plate 57 with suf?cient spac 
ings left between the other ends thereof and opposing 
sides of inner peripheries of the window holes 58 and 59 
to allow nuts 27 and holding plates 28 to be disposed 
therein. 

Several threaded holes 64 are formed in a predeter 
mined spaced relationship at an upper end face of the 
core plate 57. 

Similarly as in the case of the metal connector body 
21 in the ?rst embodiment described hereinabove, the 
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metal connector body 55 can be produced readily either 
by individually preparing the bottom plate 56 and core 
plate 57 and assembling them by suitable means such as 
welding or fastening screws or by molding or casting 
them as a unitary member. 
The metal connector is used to joint a pair of beams 

65 and 66 to each other along a straight line. 
The beams 65 and 66are jointed at jointing end por 

tions 67 ‘and 68 thereof to each other by means of the 
metal connector body 55. In particular, referring to 
FIG. 13, the jointing end portions 67 and 68 of the 
beams 65 and 66 have a pair of ?tting recesses 69 formed 
therein which generally have a substantially similar 
pro?le as that of the metal connector body 55. Each of 
the ?tting recesses 69 is thus composed of a flattened 
horizontal groove 70 formed at the bottom of the joint 
ing end portion 67 or 68 of the beam 65 or 66 and having 
a suitable size and shape to accept a longitudinal half of 
the bottom plate 56 of the metal connector body 55 
therein, and a vertical slot 71 formed along the center 
line in the jointing end portion 67 or 68 and having a 
suitable size and shape to receive a longitudinal half of 
the core plate 57 therein. The horizontal groove 70 is 
opened to the bottom face and an outer end face of the 

25 jointing end portion 67 or 68 of the beam 65 or 66 while 
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the vertical slot 71 is opened to the top face, bottom face 
and outer end face of the jointing end portion 67 or 68. 
A working window hole 72 is formed in each of the 

jointing end portions 67 and 68 of the beams 65 and 66 
transversely to the vertical groove 71. The working 
window hole 72 extends horizontally and is opened to 
the vertical groove 71 and an outer side face of the 
jointing end portion 67 or 68 of the beam 65 or 66. 
However, the working window hole 42 may otherwise 
be perforated transversely through the jointing end 
portion 67 or 68 of the beam 65 or 66 such that it is 
opened to the opposite outer side faces of the jointing 
end portion 67 or 68. 
The beams 65 and 66 are jointed to each other in the 

following manner. 
First, the jointing end portions 67 and 68 of the beams 

65 and 66 are placed from above onto the bottom plate 
56 of the metal connector body 55 such that the metal 
connector body 55 is received into the fitting recesses 
69 with a small gap left between opposing longitudinal 
end faces of the jointing end portions 67 and 68. In the 
thus placed positions of the jointing end portions 67 and 
68 of the beams 65 and 66, the top faces of the jointing 
end portions 67 and 68, that is, the top faces of the 
beams 65 and 66, and the top face of the metal connec 
tor body 55, or more particularly the top face of the 
core plate 57, are aligned with each other as seen in 
FIG. 14. 
Then, the nuts 62 are ?tted onto the bolts 60 and 61 of 

the metal connector body 55 in the working window 
holes 72 and the window holes 58 and 59 and then 
screwed toward the base end sides of the bolts 60 and 
61, and then the holding plates 63 are inserted into the 

‘ window holes 58 and 59 through the working window 
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holes 72. Then, the nuts 62 are screwed now in the 
individually reverse directions to move away from the 
base ends of the bolts 60 and 61 so that they are pressed 
tightly against the holding plates 63. Thereupon, the 
holding plates 63 are tightly pressed against the oppos 
ing end faces of the inner peripheries of the window 
holes 58 and 59 and adjacent end faces of inner periph 
eries of the working window holes 72 of the beams 65 
and 66. Consequently, the entire beams 65 and 66 are 
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forced by way of the holding plates 63 to gradually 
move toward each other until the longitudinal or outer 
end faces of the jointing end portions 67 and 68 thereof 
are closely contacted with each other as seen in FIG. 
15. 

Finally, a cover plate 73 is placed onto the top faces 
of the jointing end portions 67 and 68 of the beams 65 
and 66 as seen in FIG. 12, and screws 75 are inserted 
into perforations 74 formed in the cover plate 73 and are 
screwed tightly into the threaded holes 64 at the top end 
of the core plate 57 as seen in FIG. 12. 

It is to be noted that a packing plate 76 made of a 
same material as the beams 65 and 66 may additionally 
be inserted into the working window hole 72 of each of 
the beams 65 and 66 to ?ll up the working window hole 
72. 

Consequently, the two beams 65 and 66 are jointed to 
each other in a linear condition by means of the metal 
connector as seen in FIG. 12. 

Referring now to FIG. 16, there are shown a metal 
connector and a jointing structure between a column 
and a sill using the metal connector according to a 
fourth preferred embodiment of the present invention. 
The metal connector shown includes a metal connector 
body 80 which is similar in construction to the metal 
connector body 21 of the ?rst embodiment and can be 
regarded as a modi?cation to the metal connector body 
21 wherein the mounting plate 24 of the metal connec 
tor body 21 is increased in size. In particular, while the 
mounting plate 24 of the metal connector body 21 has a 
width equal to the width of the bottom plate 22 and a 
height equal to the height of the core plate 23, the 
mounting plate 81 of the metal connector body 80 in the 
present embodiment has a width greater than the width 
of the bottom plate 22 and a height greater than the 
height of the core plate 23 such that it extends out 
wardly from the bottom plate 22 and core plate 23 as 
seen in FIG. 16. 
The metal connector body 80 is secured, at the 

mounting plate 81 thereof, to an upper face of a sill 79 
by means of a plurality of fastening bolts 82. 
A column 78 to be jointed to the sill 79 by means of 

the metal connector has a ?tting recess formed at a 
joining end portion 83, that is, a lower end portion 
thereof for receiving the metal connector body 80 in a 
similar manner as the ?tting recess 38 of the beam 32 in 
the ?rst embodiment described hereinabove. The metal 
connector body 80 is ?tted in the ?tting recess of the 
column 54, and a lower end face of the jointing end 
portion 83 of the column 78 is held in contact with the 
top face of the mounting plate 81 on the sill 79. 
A cover plate 84 similar to the cover plate 43 of the 

metal connector in the ?rst embodiment is fastened to 
the core plate 23 of the metal connector body 80 by 
means of a plurality of screws 85. 

Referring now to FIG. 17, there are shown a metal 
connector and a jointing structure between a diagonal 
member and a column using the metal connector ac 
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cording to a fifth preferred embodiment of the present ' 
invention. In particular, the jointing structure joints an 
inner face at an upper end of a column 88 to a lower end 
face of a jointing end portion 87, that is, an outer end 
portion of one 86 of a pair of left and right diagonal 
members which form a principal rafter, that is, a truss 
triangle, together with a beam not shown. 
The metal connector in the present embodiment in 

cludes a metal connector body 89 which is similar in 
construction to the metal connector body 21 of the 
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metal connector of the ?rst embodiment ‘and can be 
regarded as a modi?cation to the metal connector body 
1 wherein the mounting plate 24 of the metal connector 
body 21 is inclined inwardly at a certain angle. In partic 
ular, while the mounting plate 24 of the metal connector 
body 21 in the ?rst embodiment is erected uprightly at 
the right angle with respect to the bottom plate 22, a 
mounting plate 90 of the metal connector body 89 in the 
present embodiment is inclined to make an acute angle 
with rapect to a bottom plate 91. 
The metal connector body 89 is attached at the 

mounting plate 90 thereof to the inner face of the upper 
end of the column 88 in a similar manner as in the case 
of the metal connector body 21 in the ?rst embodiment. 
The diagonal member 86 has a ?tting recess formed at 

the jointing end portion 87 thereof for receiving the 
metal connector body 89 in a similar manner as the 
?tting recess 38 in the ?rst embodiment. The metal 
connector body 89 is thus ?tted in the ?tting recess of 
the diagonal member 86, and a lower end face of the 
jointing end portion 87 of the diagonal member 86 is 
held in contact with the inner face at the top end of the 
column 88. 
A cover plate 91 similar to the cover plate 43 in the 

?rst embodiment is fastened to the core plate 23 of the 
metal connector body 89 by means of a plurality of 
screws 92. 
FIG. 18 shows another jointing structure between an 

upper end face of a column 88 and a lower side face of 
a jointing end portion 87, that is, an outer end portion, 
of a diagonal member 86 similar to the diagonal member 
86 shown in FIG. 17. 

Referring to FIG. 18, the jointing structure shown 
includes such metal connector body 89 as described 
above. The metal connector body 89 is secured to a 
lower side face of the jointing end portion 87 of the 
diagonal member 86. The column 88 has a ?tting recess 
formed at a jointing end portion 87, that is, an upper end 
portion thereof, and the metal connector body 89 is 
?tted in the ?tting recess of the column 88. 
Roughly speaking, the jointing structure shown in 

FIG. 18 is different from the jointing structure shown in 
Hg. 17 in that the metal connector body 89 is mounted 
not on the diagonal member 87 but on the column 88 
while the ?tting recess for receiving the metal connec 
tor 89 is formed not in the column 88 but in the 
diagonal member 86. _ 

Referring now to FIG. 19, there are shown a metal 
connector and a jointing structure between a pair of 
diagonal members using the metal connector according 
to a sixth embodiment of the present invention. More 
particularly, the metal connector is used to joint top 
portions of a pair of left and right diagonal members 86 
which form a principal rafter, that is, a truss triangle 
together with a beam. 
The jointing structure is similar to the jointing struc 

ture'between a pair of beams in a serial direction using 
the metal connector of the third embodiment shown in 
FIGS. 12 to 15. In particular, the jointing structure of 
the present embodiment is only different from the joint 
ing structure in the third embodiment in that the metal 
connector of the present embodiment includes a metal 
connector body 94 which is bent in an inverted V-shape 
at an angle at which the diagonal members 86 are 
jointed to each other at jointing end portions 87 thereof, 
and also a cover plate 95 is bent similarly in an inverted 
V-shape and mounted on a bent upper end face of the 






