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[57] ABSTRACT 
A system for the intravenous administration of a plural 
ity of medicaments and/or nutrients contained in re 
spective liquid containers includes a plurality of liquid 
intravenous administration sets, each administration set 
de?ning a ?ow path from a point of entry adapted to be 
?uidly connected to a respective liquid container to a 
point of exit adapted to be ?uidly connected to a vaso 
puncture device, the ?ow path being bounded over a 
portion of its length by a ?exible intravenous tube, and 
a plurality of indicia, each designating a respective one 
of the liquid reservoirs containing one of the medica 
ments and/or nutrients and associated with a respective 
one of the administration sets de?ning a ?ow path from 
that liquid reservoir designated by the indicia. In a pre 
ferred embodiment, the plurality of indicia comprise 
respective colors, each color designating a respective 
one of the liquid containers containing one of the medi 
caments and/ or nutrients. 

6 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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SYSTEM FOR INTRAVENOUS 
ADMINISTRATION OF A PLURALITY OF 
MEDICAMENTS AND/ OR NUTRIENTS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation-in-part of copend 
ing US. patent application Ser. No. 249,884, ?led on 
Sep. 27, 1988, now abandoned. 

FIELD OF INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to intravenous ad 
ministration of medicaments and/or nutrients and, more 
particularly, to systems for intravenous administration 
of a plurality of medicaments and/or nutrients con 
tained in respective liquid containers. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The intravenous administration of liquids or, more 
particularly, medicaments and/or nutrients (collec 
tively referred to below as medicaments) is common 
place. A medicament is so administered using an admin 
istration set including means de?ning a ?ow path hav 
ing an upstream or entry end adapted to be ?uidly con 
nected to a liquid container or reservoir, e. g. a bottle or 
bag, containing the medicament and a downstream or 
exit end adapted to be fluidly connected to a vasopunc 
ture device which is inserted into the patient’s blood 
vessel, e.g. artery. The ?ow path is de?ned over a major 
portion of its length by a ?exible intravenous tube 
formed of light-transmitting, e.g. clear, plastic material. 

It is becoming more common to run a plurality of 
“I.V. lines” to a patient, i.e. to simultaneously intrave 
nously administer a plurality of medicaments from re 
spective liquid containers through respective ?ow paths 
de?ned by a corresponding plurality of administration 
sets. This can be accomplished without difficulty when 
only two or even three lines are running. 

It is not uncommon today for as many as six to nine 
different I.V. lines to simultaneously run through re 
spective administration sets to a single patient. How 
ever, problems are often encountered in such cases, 
especially where the exit ends of the flow paths of the 
administration sets are ?uidly connected to vasopunc 
ture devices located proximate to each other, such as in 
the blood vessels of the arms, neck and head. In particu 
lar, the ?exible intravenous tubes of the administration 
sets tend to become tangled and interwoven with each 
other as the patient moves or is moved by hospital per 
sonnel, due to the “memory” of the plastic material 
from which the tubes are made. The intravenous tubes 
generally tend to bow or spiral during use in an attempt 
to return to the curled form in which they were pack 
aged. The tangled tubes must be simply and safely iden 
ti?ed without the aid of additional equipment (e.g., 
separators). 
The tangling of intravenous tubes becomes a signi? 

cant problem, for example, when it is necessary during 
a surgical procedure to inject another drug as quickly as 
possible through an intermediate coupling provided in 
an existing I.V. line. Such situations occur for example, 
when a patient to whom a plurality of I.V. lines are 
running goes into shock and it is not possible to ?nd 
another blood vessel into which to inject another drug. 
In such a case, it is the practice to inject the drug into 
the line or ?exible ?ow path through which a benign 
medicament is already being administered, i.e. to “pig 
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2 
gyback” an additional I.V. line with an existing line. 
However, it is not always an easy matter to distinguish 
one line from another in the short time available in 
emergency situations, such as during anaesthesia or 
during emergency surgical procedures. Catastrophic 
results may occur where a drug is inadvertently in 
jected into an I.V. line through which a medicament is 
already ?owing which is not compatible with the in 
jected or “piggy-backed” drug. For example, if heparin 
or protamine is inadvertently injected into a line 
through which lidocane is already ?owing, a ?akey 
precipitate forms in the mixture which should not be 
injected into the patient’s blood vessels. 

It is seen from the foregoing that it is desirable to 
provide a system for the intravenous administration of a 
plurality of medicaments through a plurality of adminis 
tration sets wherein the particular medicament ?owing 
through each intravenous tube or line can be readily 
and reliably identi?ed. 

Conventional attempts to administer a plurality of 
medicaments through a plurality of administration sets 
wherein the particular medicament ?owing through 
each intravenous tube or line can be readily and reliably 
identi?ed, include the use of a plurality of administra 
tion sets wherein each intravenous tube or line for each 
administration set includes indicia disposed at intervals 
along the length of the tube. Typically, the indicia is 
printed on the tubes at intervals of about six inches and 
is printed three times at each location along the tube, 
around its circumference. In other conventional admin 
istration sets the indicia is printed once at each location 
in a spiralling pattern along the tube. 

In the conventional administration sets, the I.V. tub 
ing is constructed of clear plastic, so that the color of 
the ?uid ?owing therethrough may be easily identi?ed. 
The type of indicia which is printed on the tubes in 
cludes letters, bands of color or other symbols. 
However, the conventional intravenous administra 

tion sets have several drawbacks. First, the conven 
tional systems require a three-step manufacturing pro 
cess. The clear plastic tubing is ?rst extruded and then 
the indicia is applied to the tubing. The indicia is then 
sealed to the tubing. Secondly, as mentioned above, 
aside from where the indicia is printed along the tubing, 
the I.V. tubing is constructed of clear plastic. As such, 
if it is necessary to quickly administer a light sensitive 
medicament, such as ampicillin, the I.V. tubing must 
?rst be covered with a light shielding material, such as 
aluminum foil. This seriously inhibits the quick adminis 
tration of the medicament. 

Thus, a need has arisen in the intravenous administra 
tion'?eld for an administration set wherein the particu 
lar medicament ?owing through each intravenous tube 
can be readily and reliably identi?ed, is easily manufac 
tured and readily administers light sensitive medica 
ments. . 

The present invention provides a system for the intra 
venous administration of a plurality of different liquids 
to a patient. The system includes a plurality of ?exible 
single-walled tubes which are fabricated of a polymeric 
material wherein the material used to form each tube 
has a different coloring agent from the material used to 
form the other tubes such that each of the tubes is of a 
different translucent color throughout its entire length. 
Since the tubes are translucent throughout their entire 
length, light sensitive medicaments can be administered 
by the system without providing further shielding of 
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light. Moreover, because the tubes are constructed of a 
polymeric material having a coloring agent, the manu 
facturing process is relatively simple, thereby reducing 
the overall cost of the administrative system. Conse 
quently, use of the present invention results in a safer 
and more ef?cient medication delivery system without 
further increasing the cost of the administration set. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
new and improved apparatus for intravenous adminis 
tration of a plurality of medicaments contained in re 
spective liquid containers. 
Another object of the present‘invention is to provide 

a new and improved apparatus for intravenous adminis 
tration of a plurality of medicaments contained in re 
spective liquid containers through a plurality of intrave 
nous administration sets wherein the particular medica 
ment ?owing through an intravenous tube of an admin 
istration set can be quickly and reliably identi?ed. 

Still another object of the present invention is to 
provide a new and improved apparatus for intravenous 
administration of a plurality of medicaments contained 
in respective liquid containers through a plurality of 
intravenous administration sets and wherein another 
I.V. line for administering another drug can be readily 
and safely “piggybacked” with an intravenous tube of 
an existing administration set. 

Brie?y, in accordance with the present invention, 
these and other objects are obtained by providing a 
system for the intravenous administration of a plurality 
of medicaments contained in respective liquid contain 
ers, comprising a plurality of liquid intravenous admin 
istration sets, each administration set including means 
de?ning a ?ow path from a point of entry adapted to be 
?uidly connected to a respective liquid container to a 
point of exit adapted to be ?uidly connected to a vaso 
puncture device, the ?ow path being bounded over a 
portion of its length by a ?exible intravenous tube, and 
a plurality of indicia means, each respective indicia 
means designating a respective one of the liquid con 
tainers containing one of said medicaments and being 
associated with a respective one of the administration 
sets defining a ?ow path from that one of the liquid 
containers. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
invention, the plurality of indicia means comprise a 
plurality of respective colors, each color designating a 
respective one of the liquid containers containing one of 
the medicaments and being associated with a respective 
one of the administration sets defming a ?ow path from 
that one of the liquid containers. 
An intravenous tube of each administration set is 

formed of a light-transmitting translucent plastic mate 
rial and in one embodiment has a respective color com 
prising a respective indicia means associated with the 
intravenous administration set. 
Each of the administration sets may include, in addi 

tion to the ?exible intravenous tube, at least one injec 
tion coupling means for adding or "piggybacking” addi 
tional medicaments into the ?ow path between the 
points of entry and exit therefrom, entry means for 
?uidly connecting the point of entry of the ?ow path to 
a respective container, valve means disposed along the 
?ow path for adjusting the rate of ?ow of liquid there 
through, and/or exit means for ?uidly connecting the 
point of exit of the ?ow path to a respective vasopunc 
ture device. One or more of the injection coupling 
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4 
means, entry connecting means, valve means, and/or 
exit connecting means may have indicia means associ 
ated therewith. 

Brie?y stated, the present invention comprises a sys 
tem for the intravenous administration of at least two 
different liquids to a patient. The system comprises a 
?rst ?exible single-walled tube having a ?rst end, a 
second end and an interior area for administering a ?rst 
liquid to a patient. The ?rst tube is fabricated of a poly 
meric material having a coloring agent such that the 
?rst tube is of a ?rst color throughout its entirety. The 
second end of the first tube receives insertion means for 
placing the tube in ?uid communication with the pa 
tient. A first container is provided for storing the ?rst 
liquid in an interior area thereof. The ?rst container is 
fabricated of a polymeric material having a coloring 
agent such that the ?rst container is of the ?rst color 
through its entirety. The ?rst end of the ?rst tube is in 
?uid communication with the interior area of the ?rst 
container. A second ?exible single-walled tube has ?rst 
end, a second end and an interior area for administering 
a second liquid to a patient. The second tube is fabri 
cated of a polymeric material having a coloring agent 
such that the second tube is of a second color through 
out its entirety. The second end of the second tube 
receives insertion means for placing the second tube in 
?uid communication with the patient. A second con 
tainer is provided for storing the second liquid in an 
interior area thereof. The second container is fabricated 
of a polymeric material having a coloring agent such 
that the second container is of the second color 
throughout its entirety. The ?rst end of the second tube 
is in ?uid communication with the interior area of the 
second container. As such, the ?rst and second tubes 
and the ?rst and second liquids within the ?rst and 
second tubes can be readily identi?ed by the color of 
the tubes and containers. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing summary, as well as the following 
detailed description, is better understood when read in 
conjunction with the appended drawings. For the pur 
pose of illustrating the invention, embodiments which 
are presently preferred are shown in the drawings. It is 
understood, however, that this invention is not limited 
to the precise arrangements and instrumentality shown. 
In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a system for intrave 

nous administration of a plurality of medicaments in 
accordance with the present invention illustrated in use 
with a patient; 
FIG. 2 is an elevational view partially in cross section 

taken in the direction of line 2-—2 of FIG. 1 illustrating 
entry connecting means of the system; 
FIG. 3 is an elevational view taken in the direction of 

line 3——3 of FIG. 1 illustrating injection coupling means 
of the system; 
FIG. 4 is an elevational view taken in the direction of 

line 4-4 of FIG. 1 illustrating valve means of the sys 
tem; and 
FIG. Sis an elevational view taken in the direction of 

line 5-5 of FIG. 1 illustrating insertion means of the 
system. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Certain terminology is used in the following descrip 
tion for convenience only and is not limiting. The 
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words “right”, “left”, “lower” and “upper” designate 
directions in the drawings to which reference is made. 
The words “inwardly” and “outwardly” refer to direc 

V tions toward and away from, respectively, the geomet 
ric center of the administration system and designated 
parts thereof. The terminology includes the words 
above speci?cally mentioned, derivatives thereof and 
words of similar import. 

Referring now to the drawings wherein like refer 
ence characters designate identical or corresponding 
parts throughout the several views, and more particu 
larly to FIG. 1, a system in accordance with the inven 
tion, generally designated 10, for intravenous adminis 
tration of four different medicaments A, B, C, D con 
tained in respective ?uid reservoirs or containers 12a, 
12b, 12c, 12d to a patient 20 located on an operating 
table 22 is illustrated. The bottles 12a-12d are sus 
pended from a hanger bar 26 by hooks 24. Hanger bar 
26 is supported on a stand 28 mounted on a base 30. 

System 10 comprises four intravenous administra 
tions sets 32a, 32b, 32c, 32d, each including means de?n 
ing a flow path from an upstream point of entry coupled 
to a respective reservoir of medicament A-D in a re 
spective bottle or container 12a—12d to a downstream 
point of exit coupled to a respective vasopuncture de 
vice 34a, 34b, 34c, 34d. Each flow path is bounded over 
a major portion of its length by a ?exible, single-walled 
tube 36a, 36b, 36c, 36d. Each tube 36a. 36b, 36c, 364 
includes a ?rst end 37a, 37b, 37c, 37d, a second end 39a, 
39b, 39c, 39d and an interior area 41a, 41b, 41c, 41a’ for 
administering a liquid or medicament to the patient 20. 
As seen in FIG. 1 the various ?exible intravenous tubes 
360-360’ have a tendency to bow or curve and accord 
ingly, become tangled or interwoven with each other, 
especially when the vasopuncture devices are located in 
proximity with each other, such as in the example illus 
trated in FIG. 1. 

It is understood by those skilled in the art that the 
present invention is not limited to any particular num 
ber of administration sets 32. That is, the administration 
system 10 can be comprised of two administration sets, 
nine administration sets or any number of administra 
tion sets without departing from the spirit or scope of 
the invention. 7 

In order to quickly and reliably identify a particular 
medicament ?owing through a particular intravenous 
tube 36, each of the tubes is formed of a light-transmit 
ting plastic material having a particular color, each 
color designating a particular one of the containers 
12a-12d containing one of the medicaments A-D. In 
the present embodiment, it is preferred that each of the 
tubes 36 be fabricated of a polymeric material, such as 
polyethylene, having a coloring agent such that each 
tube is of a different color throughout its entirety. In the 
present embodiment, it is preferred that the coloring 
agent be a diestuff (pigment). However, it is understood 
by those skilled in the art, that the present invention is 
not limited to any particular type of coloring agent. 

Similarly, it is preferred that each of the containers 12 
be fabricated of a material selected from the group 
consisting of a polymeric or ceramic material, such as 
polyethylene or glass, respectively, having a different 
coloring agent than the coloring agent of the other 
respective containers 12 such that each of the containers 
is of a different translucent color throughout its en 
tirety, but is identical to the color of its associated tube 
36. 
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6 
It is understood by those skilled in the art, that the 

tubes 36 can be formed of any polymeric material and 
that the containers 12 can be formed of any polymeric 
or ceramic material. For instance, the containers 12 
could be constructed of plexiglas without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

Consistent with standard dictionary usage the term 
“light transmitting plastic” includes clear, transparent 
and translucent plastic. For example, Webster’s 9th 
Collegiate Dictionary states that “clear” implies “ab 
sence of cloudiness, haziness or muddiness”, “transpar 
ent” implies “being so clear that objects can be seen 
distinctly” and “translucent” implies “the passage of 
light but not a clear view of what lies beyond.” Simi 
larly, The American Heritage Dictionary states that 
“translucent” implies the transmission of light “but 
causing suf?cient diffusion to eliminate perception of 
distinct images.” Thus, an object that is translucent is 
not transparent. The light transmitting plastic material 
may be of any color without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention so long as the light-transmit 
ting plastic material is of the same color in each adminis 
tration set. 

In the present embodiment, it is preferred that the 
intravenous tubes 36a, 36b, 36c and 36d be formed by a 
standard injection molding or extrusion process. Prefer 
ably, the coloring agent is added directly to the material 
to be extruded or injected before the material is injected 
or extruded. However, it is understood by those skilled 
in the art that the intravenous tubes 36a, 36b, 36c and 
36d can be formed by other conventional manufactur 
ing methods without departing from the spi'iit and 
scope of the invention. For instance, the tubes 36 could 
be constructed of a clear plastic material and then dyed 
or painted to achieve the different colors thereof. 

In the present embodiment, it is preferred that the 
amount of coloring agent in the polymeric material of 
the tubes 36 be sufficient to effectively diffuse light 
passing through the wall of the tubes 36 and into the 
interior area thereof to maintain effective administration 
of a light sensitive liquid or medicament. Similarly, the 
amount of coloring agent in the containers 12 is suffi 
cient to effectively diffuse light passing into the interior 
area thereof to maintain effective administration of light 
sensitive liquids or medicaments (e.g., nitroprusside). 
Further, examples of such light sensitive liquid or medi' 
caments include inter alia, anaesthetics, antibiotics, such 
as, erythromycin ethylsuccinate; erthromycin stearate; 
ampicillin; ampicillin trihydrate; penicillin P potassium; 
and penicillin V potassium and vitamins, such as, A, B2, 
B6, C, etc. 

In the present embodiment, the blue color of intrave 
nous tube 36a designates medicament A contained in 
bottle 12a, the yellow color of tube 36b designates medi 
cament B contained in bottle 12b, the red color of tube 
360 designates medicament C contained in bottle 12c, 
and the green color of tube 36d designates medicament 
D contained in bottle 12d. The different colors thus 
comprise a plurality of indicia means, each one of which 
designates a particular one of the liquid containers 12 
containing a particular one of the medicaments. Each 
indicia means is associated with a respective one of the 
administration sets 32a-32d which de?nes a flow path 
from the particular liquid container 12 designated by 
that indicia means. 

It is understood by those skilled in the art that the 
present invention is not limited to each intravenous tube 
360-36d being of a single color throughout its entirety 
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but that the intravenous tubes may possess an uncolored 
portion, or may possess more than one indicia. Simi 
larly, one of the plurality of intravenous tubes or admin 
istration sets may entirely or partially be colorless. 
Each administration set 32 includes an entry adaptor 

40a, 40b, 40c, 40d at the upstream end of the ?exible 
intravenous tube 360-36d for ?uidly connecting the 
intravenous tube to a particular bottle 12a—12d, a valve 
means or flow regulating clamp 44a, 44b, 44c, 44d dis 
posed along the length of the intravenous tube 36a-36a’ 
for adjusting the rate of flow of liquid medicament 
therethrough, and upper and lower injection couplers 
46a-46d; 48a-48d provided between the entry and exit 
adapters comprising ports through which additional 
medicaments can be administered through the intrave 
nous tube. 

The second end of each tube 36 receives insertion 
means for placing each tube 36 in ?uid communication 
with the patient. In the present embodiment, it is pre 
ferred that the insertion means comprise an exit adapter 
42a, 42b, 42c, 42d, as is understood by those skilled in 
the art. Preferably, the exit adapter 42a, 42b, 42c, 42d 
?uidly connects the intravenous tube to a particular 
vasopuncture device 34a-34d. However, it is under 
stood by those skilled in the art, that insertion means can 
comprise any structure or method for placing the tube 
36 in ?uid communication with the patient. 

In accordance with the invention, a respective one of 
the colors comprising the indicia means associated with 
a particular administration set may be applied to one or 
more of the entry adaptors 40, the exit adaptors 42, the 
valves 44 and the injection couplers 46, 48, associated 
with that administration set, either in addition to or in 
lieu of applying that color to the intravenous tube 36. 
Thus, the entry adaptor 40a of administration set 320 
may have the color blue associated with it (FIG. 2), the 
exit adaptor 42b of the administration set 32b may have 
the color yellow associated with it (FIG. 5), the injec 
tion coupler 460 of administration set 32c may have the 
color red associated with it (FIG. 3) and the valve 
means 44d of administration set 32d may have the color 
green associated with it (FIG. 4). 

Thus, each of the elements or hardware comprising 
the administration set may be provided, either alone or 
in combination with other elements of that administra 
tion set, with a particular one of the indicia means asso 
ciated with the particular bottle 12 to which the ?exible 
tube is coupled. It is understood by those skilled in the 
art, that the entry adaptors 40, the exit adaptors 42, the 
valves 44 and other associated hardware of the adminis 
tration set may be of different contrasting color, with 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

It is particularly advantageous to provide the indicia 
means on the injection couplers 46 and 48 so that the 
particular medicament ?owing through the ?ow path 
de?ned by a particular administration set can be readily 
ascertained when it is desired to “piggyback” or inject 
another drug or medicament into an existing intrave 
nous tube 36 through the couplers. As shown in FIG. 3, 
the injection couplers preferably include an insertion 
portion 490 for receiving ?uid from a different adminis 
tration set. The insertion portion 49c is preferably of the 
same color as the tube of a different administration set 
to thereby facilitate piggybacking another liquid. Of 
course, the ?ow through portion 510 of the injection 
coupler 46c is preferably of the same color as the tube 
36c. 
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It is of course possible to also associate respective 
indicia means with the bottles 12 containing the respec 
tive medicaments. However, this may not be necessary 
in the case where respective indicia means are provided 
on the entry adaptors 40 which are located adjacent to 
each of the respective bottles. Indeed, referring to FIG. 
2, each of the entry adaptors 40 may include a hollow 
spike 50 which extends into the bottle when the admin 

, istration set is coupled thereto. This spike is generally 
visible within the bottle after connection and if pro 
vided with indicia means as shown will provide ready 
identi?cation of the particular medicament contained 
therein. . 

It will be understood that when color indicia are 
used, the colors may be applied to the respective admin 
istration sets in a manner other than as described above 
in connection with the illustrated embodiment. For 
example, color indicia may be applied to each adminis 
tration set by applying adhesive tape of an appropriate 
color to a portion or all of the intravenous tube of each 
administration set. More typically, and as indicated 
above, however, color will form an integral part of the ‘ 
extruded or injection molded tube. Moreover, it will- be 
understood that indicia means other than colors may be 
utilized in accordance with the invention. For example, 
numbers, letters, etc. may be utilized as indicia means in 
accordance with the invention. 
While it is understood that the present invention is 

not limited to any particular polymeric material, ce 
ramic material or coloring agent, the materials chosen 
should conform with Food and Drug Administration 
Standards to decrease the possibility of harming the 
patient 20. ' 

The present invention is directed to a system for 
intravenous administration of a plurality of medica~ 
ments and/or nutrients contained in respective liquid 
containers. The system includes a plurality of liquid 
intravenous administration‘ sets. Each administration set 
includes means for de?ning a ?ow path from a point of 
entry of the ?ow path adapted to be ?uidly connected 
to a respective liquid container to a point of exit of the 
?ow path adapted to be ?uidly connected to a vaso 
puncture device. The ?ow path is bound over a portion 
of its length by a ?exible intravenous tube. A plurality 
of indicia means is provided to designate a respective 
one of the liquid containers containing one of the medi 
caments and/or nutrients and is associated with a re 
spected one of the administration sets de?ning a ?ow 
path from the one of the liquid reservoirs. 
From the foregoing description, it can be seen that 

the present invention comprises a system for the intra 
venous administration of at least two different liquids to 
a patient. It is appreciated by those skilled in the art that 
changes could be made to the embodiment described 
above without departing from the broad inventive con 
cept thereof. It is understood, therefore, that this inven 
tion is not limited to the particular embodiment dis 
closed, but it is intended to cover all modifications 
which are within the scope and spirit of the invention as 
de?ned by the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A system for the intravenous administration of at 

least two different liquids to a patient, said system com 
prising: 

a ?rst ?exible single-walled tube having a ?rst end, a 
second end and an interior area for administering a 
?rst liquid to a patient, said ?rst tube being fabri 
cated of a polymeric material having a coloring 
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agent such that the ?rst tube is of a ?rst translucent 
color throughout its entirety, said second end of 
said ?rst tube for receiving insertion means for 
placing said tube in ?uid communication with the 
patient; 

a ?rst container for storing said ?rst liquid in an inte 
rior area thereof, said ?rst container being fabri 
cated of a material selected from the group consist 
ing of a polymer or ceramic having a coloring 
agent such that the ?rst container is of the ?rst 
translucent color throughout its entirety, said ?rst 
end of said ?rst tube being in ?uid communication 
with said interior area of said ?rst container; 

a second ?exible single-walled tube having a ?rst end, 
a second end and an interior area for administering 
a second liquid to a patient, said second tube being 
fabricated of a polymeric material having a color 
ing agent such that the second tube is of a second 
translucent color throughout its entirety, said sec 
ond end of said second tube for receiving insertion 
means for placing said second tube in ?uid commu 
nication with the patient; 

a second container for storing the second liquid in an 
interior area thereof, said second container being 
fabricated of a material selected from the group 
consisting of a polymer or ceramic having a color 
ing agent such that the second container is of the 
second translucent color throughout its entirety, 
said ?rst end of said second tube being in ?uid 
communication with the interior area of the second 
container whereby the ?rst and second tubes and 
the ?rst and second liquids within the ?rst and 
second tubes can be readily identi?ed by the color 
of the tubes and containers. 

2. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein said ?rst 
liquid is a light sensitive liquid and the amount of said 
coloring agent in said polymeric material of said ?rst 
tube is suf?cient to effectively diffuse light passing 
through the wall of the ?rst tube into the interior area to 
maintain effective administration of said light sensitive 
liquid and the amount of coloring agent in said ?rst 
container material is sufficient to effectively diffuse 
light passing into the interior area thereof to maintain 
effective administration of said light sensitive liquid. 

3. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
ceramic is glass. 
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4. The system as recited in claim 1, further including 

an injection coupler in ?uid communication with said 
?rst tube having an insertion portion and a ?ow through 
portion, said ?ow through portion being of the same 
color as said ?rst tube, said insertion portion being of 
the same color as said second tube, said insertion por 
tion for receiving the second liquid in said second tube 
therethrough, to thereby quickly and reliably combine 
liquids. 

5. A system for the intravenous administration of a 
plurality of different liquids to a patient, said system 
comprising: 

a plurality of flexible single-walled tubes each tube 
having an interior area for administration of a plu 
rality of different liquids to a patient, each of said 
tubes being fabricated of a polymeric material, the 
material used to form each tube having a different 
coloring agent from the material used to form the 
other tubes such that each of the tubes is of a differ 
ent translucent color throughout its entirety, each 
tube color being associated with a speci?c liquid; 

a plurality of containers for storing the plurality of 
different liquids, each of said containers being fab 
ricated of a material selected from the group con 
sisting of a polymeric or ceramic having a different 
coloring agent than the coloring agent of the other 
containers such that each of the containers is of a 
different translucent, color throughout its entirety, 
each such container color being associated with a 
speci?c liquid, each of said tubes and said contain 
ers of the same color being in ?uid communication 
with each other; 

each of said tubes being adapted to receive insertion 
means for placing said tubes in ?uid communica 
tion with one or more blood vessels of the patient, 
whereby the speci?c type of liquid within each of 
the tubes and each of the containers can be readily 
identi?ed by the color of the tubes and containers. 

6. A method of-administering a plurality of liquids to 
a patient in need of such administration, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

infusing a plurality of medicaments into one or more 
blood vessels of the patient, wherein at least two of 
the liquids ?ow individually into the patient 
through an administration system according to 
claim 1. 
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