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THERMALLY OPTIMIZED INTERDIGITATED 
TRANSISTOR 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This patent application is a continuation of copending 
patent application Ser. No. 07/374,422 ?led Jun. 30, 
1989, to the same assignee, abandoned, which matured 
to patent application Ser. No. 07/611,393 ?led Nov. 5, 
1990, US. Pat. No. 5,057,822. ' 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the thermal optimiza 
tion of transistors, and more particularly to a thermally 
optimized quasi-interdigitated radio frequency power 
transistor. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Solid-state power ampli?ers have received consider 
able attention since the invention of the solid-state tran 
sistor and the solid-state integrated circuit. Heat is gen 
erated in the active regions of ?eld effect transistors 
(FETs) and bipolar junction transistors (BJTs) as a 
result of IZR losses. This heat affects the reliability and 
thus the mean time before failure (MTBF) of these 
transistors. Fourier’s law of heat conduction describes 
the spatial flow of heat through a substance by the 
following one-dimensional expression: 

(1) 

where q, the heat flux, is a heat rate per unit area; k is 
the thermal conductivity of the conducting medium; T 
is the temperature; and d/dx is the differential with 
respect to distance. The more general form is the vector 
expression: 

where overstruck quantities represent vector quantities 
and the symbolV represents divergence. 
The semiconductor chip in which a solid-state power 

ampli?er is built is typically mounted on a metal or 
composite material having a thermal conductivity that 
is at least two times greater than the thermal conductiv 
ity of the semiconductor, ksmi. As a result, kmm- is gen 
erally the limiting component in heat dissipation from 
the power ampli?er. I 
The thermal conductivity of the semiconductor, 

km“, is a function of temperature. For temperatures 
above approximately 20K, kwm-can be expressed by the 
following relation: 

(2) 

To 
7' 

where k0 is the thermal conductivity of the conducting 
medium at the reference temperature, To is the refer 
ence temperature, and T is the temperature of the con 
ducting medium. The reference temperature, To, is gen 
erally room temperature or, in degrees Kelvin, approxi 
mately 300K. For pure silicon (Si) and gallium arsenide 
(GaAs), the values for k0 are l.45i0.05 and 0.44:0.04 
W/cm-K, respectively. 
When semiconductor impurity (i.e. dopant) concen~ 

trations exceed 1015 atoms/cm3, the thermal conductiv 
ity of the conducting medium is reduced. This results 
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2 
from photon-electron scattering. In typical semicon 
ductor devices, kw,"- will‘ not degrade more than ap 
proximately 20% due to semiconductor impurities. 

Reliability studies indicate that the active tempera 
ture for semiconductor regions, Taclfye, should not ex 
ceed about 150° C. Ambient operating temperatures of 
any semiconductors are approximately 85' C. Because 
of these limitations, the density of rf power generated _ 
by a power ampli?er transistor must be maintained 
below a predetermined threshold, P pm, to maintain an 
acceptable operating temperatures and therefore 
MTBF. 

Conventionally, rf power density has been increased 
while minimizing the overall chip width W by interdigi 
tating small transistor sections or heat-generating re 
gions. These transistor sections are placed as close as 
possible to each other while maintaining Tam-ye below an 
acceptable value during device operation. 

In high-frequency applications, another problem 
arises. As the width of the cavity (approximately equal. 
to the chip width, W) in which the transistor is 
mounted, increases, waveguide resonating modes be 
come possible. These modes effectively feed back a 
portion of the rf energy to the input of the transistor. 
This increases the loss of the circuit and can also cause 
unwanted transistor oscillations. Waveguide resonating 
modes are strongly attenuated when the width of the 
cavity is less than half of the effective wavelength, 7t/2 
at the frequency of device operation. 
A problem inherent in these conventional interdigi 

tating transistor structures is that adjacent transistor 
sections contribute signi?cantly to the heat dissipation 
required by neighboring transistor sections. As a result 
of demands for increased rf power in system applica 
tions at higher and higher frequencies, the standard 
interdigitated transistor structure is no longer sufficient. 
Another conventional approach is to use thinner 

semiconductor substrates. This increases the dT/dz, 
where z is in the direction of the substrates thickness, 
and causes increased heat transfer. However, in many 
integrated circuit applications, such as monolithic mi 
crowave integrated circuits, certain other components 
such as distributed transmission lines ?x lower limits on 
substrate thickness. 
From the above, it can be seen that a need has arisen 

for a high-frequency rf power transistor having accept 
able heat dissipation while being capable of generating 
increased rf power within ?xed physical dimensions. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to one aspect of the invention, an interdig~ 
itated transistor is provided that is formed at a face of a 
semiconductor layer. A plurality of subtransistors are 
formed at the face which have inputs connected in 
common and outputs connected in common, each sub 
transistor having a heat-generating region which gener 
ates heat during operation of the transistor. The heat 
generating regions are disposed in a single row in an 
x-direction, but are offset from adjacent heat-generating 
regions in a y-direction. Therefore, the heat from each 
heat-generating regions will dissipate by at least a pre 
determined desired amount independently from adja 
cent heat-generating regions, keeping the Tam-n of the 

transistor within acceptable operating According to another aspect of the invention, each 

heat generating region, which for example may be a 
' channel region of a ?eld effect transistor, has a center 
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positioned on a V-shaped line such that more transistors 
including these sections may be ?t within a predeter 
mined cavity dimension (w) in the transverse direction 
that is less than half of the effective operating wave 
length, thereby avoiding waveguide resonating mode 
problems. Another technical advantage of the invention 
is that the V-shaped arrangement of the channel regions 
with respect to one another can be outwardly curved. 
The transverse spacing between adjacent channel re 
gions and the ends of the “V” are set at a predetermined 
distance to meet each region’s dissipation requirements. 
As each branch of the “V" curves inwardly to a longi 
tudinal 'axis of the transistor, the transverse spacing 
between adjacent channel sections can be decreased 
because of the increased offset. 
The V-shaped arrangement provides another techni 

cal advantage in that it provides an anti-symmetric 
combination of the signal from the various signal paths. 
Therefore, there is little or no phase cancellation experi 
enced within the device and accordingly no loss of 
power for this reason as is usually experienced in con 
ventional interdigitated transistors. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
power transistor is a junction ?eld effect transistor. A 
drain contact and a gate contact are positioned on a 
longitudinal axis. A pair of gate manifolds extend from 
the gate contact longitudinally toward the drain contact 
and transversely outward from the longitudinal axis. A 
plurality of channel regions are formed between the 
gate manifolds and the drain contact on the “V” shaped 
pattern as described above. Each of the gate regions has 
its electrical conductance controlled by a respective 
gate electrode that is conductively coupled to one of the 
gate manifolds. 
Each of the channel regions has associated with it a 

drain region that is preferably formed as a diffused 
?nger that extends from the drain contact. For each 
channel region there is further a source regions that is 
electrically coupled to one of two source contacts 
through a metal air bridge over one of the gate mani 
folds. 
The present invention provides signi?cant technical 

advantages in that it affords a transistor design having a 
width or transverse dimension that is less smaller, but 
which at the same time increases the heat dissipation 
ability of the transistor while in operation and avoids 
losses due to phase cancellation from multiple parallel 
signal paths. The transistor of the invention may there 
fore be operated at high power and higher rf frequen 
cies, and more of the transistors may be ?t onto a chip 
having a width w that is less than k/Z. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Further aspects of the invention and their advantages 
may be discerned by referring to the following detailed 
description when taken in conjunction with the draw 
ing, in which - 
FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a three-dimensional 

coordinate system useful for explaining the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a highly schematic isometric view of an 

interdigitated transistor according to the prior art; 
FIG. 3 is a highly schematic isometric view of a 

quasi-interdigitated transistor according to the inven 
tion, illustrating advantages in heat dissipation; 
FIG. 4 is a highly magni?ed, schematic plan view of 

a microwave signal power ampli?er transistor as incor 
porating the invention; and 
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4 
FIG. 5 is a more detailed view of one half of the 

transistor illustrated in FIG. 4. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

From any point of a heat-generating region in a semi 
conductor device such as a power transistor, heat dissi 
pation may be resolved into three vector components: x, 
y and 2, corresponding to the axes of a typical three-di 
mensional coordinate system as shown in FIG. 1. 
FIG. 2 is a highly schematic isometric view of a 

interdigitated transistor according to the prior art. Ac 
cording to conventional practice, the transistor is 
formed at a face 10 of a semiconductor substrate or bulk 
semiconductor 12. The substrate 12 generally has a 
thickness in the z-direction that is much less than its 
length or width in the y or x~directions, respectively. 
The transistor comprises a plurality of heat-generating 
sections 14, which in the case of ?eld-effect transistors 
are the channel regions disposed between neighboring 
source and drain regions (not shown). The principle of 
the invention is also applicable to bipolar devices, 
wherein the heat generating regions 14 would comprise 
entire bipolar devices. 

In operation, each of the heat-generating regions 14 
will originate heat that is transferred in the x-, y- and 
z-directions. The vectors labeled qx, qy, and q, represent 
the heat transfer in these appropriate directions. 
The temperature differential in the z~direction, 

dT/dz, is greater than the temperature differential in the 
x- and y-directions, dT/dx and dT/dy, respectively, 
This results from the thermal conductivity of the metal 
or composite material (not shown) on which the semi 
conductor chip 12 is mounted. For the purpose of ana 
lyzing heat transfer, the thermal conductivity of the 
metal or composite mounting material may be consid 
ered in?nite and at a constant temperature, Tsink. 

Provided that the thickness 2 of the semiconductor 
substrate 12 and Twin are ?xed, the only possible way 
to reduce the spacing between adjacent transistor heat 
generating sections 14 is to reduce the contribution of 
q,‘ from neighboring transistor sections. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, a highly schematic isomet 
ric view of a quasi-interdigitated transistor according to 
the invention is shown. Like numbers identify like parts 
between FIGS. 2 and 3. As can be seen, the position of 
adjacent transistor sections 14 is shifted in the y-direc 
tion to reduce the contribution of q, from neighboring 
transistor sections 14. The partial removal of the q,‘ 
component of heat from adjacent transistor sections 14 
allows the interdigitated transistor to dissipate heat 
more efficiently, assuming all other factors to be the 
same, and therefore the transistor may be operated at a 
high power and at lower or equal Tam”. 
The offset of the individual transistor sections 14 in 

the y-direction can be realized in actual devices'in sev 
eral fashions. An example of one possible realization is 
illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5. FIG. 5 is a highly magni 
?ed schematic plan view of a quasi-interdigitated tran 
sistor for use in microwave power applications. This 
transistor is indicated generally at 50, and is formed at a 
face of a semiconductor substrate 52. Only certain com 
ponents of transistor 50 are shown in FIG. 4 for the sake 
of clarity. 

Transistor 50 is a metal semiconductor ?eld effect 
transistor (MESFET). A drain contact is indicated at 

' 54. Connection is made to other ampli?er components 
through the drain contact 54, a plurality of source vias 
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56 and a gate contact 58. Each of these contacts is made 
through a passivating dielectric layer (not shown) to the 
face of the semiconductor substrate 52. 
The drain contact 54 is conductively connected to a 

metallized drain manifold, the outline of which is indi 
cated at 60. In the illustrated embodiment, the drain 
manifold 60 takes a hollow diamond-shaped pattern, 
and includes a pair of lower arms 62. A plurality of 
metallized drain contact ?ngers 64 extends from the 
lower drain manifold arm 62 longitudinally in the direc 
tion of the gate contact 58. Each of the drain contact 
?ngers 64 makes connection to a respective drain region 
(not shown; see FIG. 5) that is diffused into the semi 
conductor layer 52. ' 
The transistor 50 is provided with a plurality of chan 

nel regions 80. The channel regions 80 are the source of 
most of the heat generated during operation of the tran 
sistor 50, such that their locations may dictate the mod 
elling of the entire device 50. Each of the channel re 
gions 80, where for instance the substrate 52 is gallium 
arsenide, is an elongate rectangle of (N) type material 
between a respective drain region and a respective 
source regions (both later described), with the length of 
each channel region 80 in a longitudinal or y-direction 
being much greater than its width in a transverse or 
x-direction. (In FIG. 4, y is in a vertical direction, while 
x is in the horizontal direction). 
Each of the rectangular channel regions 80 is offset in 

a y-direction from the adjacent channel regions 80. 
Each of the channel regions 80 is connected through a 
metal conductor shown schematically at 82 to one of 
two metal arms 84 of a gate manifold indicated gener 
ally at 86. The gate manifold 86 is in turn connected to 
the gate contact 58. 

Disposed on one side of each of the channel regions 
80 is a respective source region 88 (not shown; see FIG. 
5). Each source region 88 is diffused into the semicon 
ductor substrate 52 to be (N+), where the drain regions 
are also selected to be (N+). Each source region 88 is 
connected to one of two metal source contact pads 90 
through a respective conductive air bridge 92 that is 
insulatively separated from the gate manifold arm 84 
over which it passes by both a dielectric passivating 
layer (not shown) and air. 
A longitudinal one-half of the transistor 50 is shown 

in more detail in FIG. 5. The y axis is indicated at 100, 
and only the right one-half of the transistor 50 is shown. 
Channel regions 102-118 are not offset by a constant 
amount as one proceeds transversely from the y axis 
100. Instead, the longitudinal centers of the channel 
regions 102-118 fall on a curved V-shaped locus that 
extends from the y axis 100 in a longitudinal direction 
toward the drain contact 54, while progressively curv 
ing transversely. More inwardly disposed channel re 
gions 102-108 are offset from each other in y-direction 
by a fairly constant amount. The incremental offset of 
the more outer channel regions 110-118 from each 
other, and from channel region 108, begins to decrease 
as one proceeds in a transverse direction from the y~axis 
100. This arcuate or serpentine positioning was opti 
mized using a thermal modelling program incorporating 
a finite difference technique. 
Each of the channel regions 102-118 has a corre 

sponding gate electrode 120-136 that is bonded directly 
to the surface of its respective channel region 
To improve Schottky junction breakdown, each gate 

electrode 120-136 is recessed into the face of the semi 
conductor substrate 52. While each channel region is 
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associated with only one gate electrode in the illustrated 
embodiment, the invention also applies to channel re 
gions having multiple electrodes. 
The separation of the channel regions 102-118 in an x 

or transverse direction increases as one proceeds from 
the y-axis. This is because there is more y-offset be 
tween adjacent channel regions near the axis 100, and 
relatively less y-offset of adjacent channel regions fur 
ther from the axis 100. Because of this, the heat compo 
nent a, from any channel region adjacent to a channel 
region that is relatively removed from the axis 100 be 
comes a greater concern, and a further transverse spac 
ing is required in comparison to those channel regions 
nearer the axis 100. 
The illustrated transistor 50 is preferably formed on a 

chip with several other like transistors in a single row in 
the x-direction. The chip width w must be kept less than 
the waveguide cutoff frequency, M2, to prevent wave 
guide resonating modes and feedback of a portion of the 
rf energy to the inputs of the transistor 50. The arcuate 
V design of the transistor of the invention allows a 
suf?ciently close spacing of adjacent channel regions 
10'2-118 such that a smaller w becomes possible for any 
particular power application. Meanwhile, thermal opti 
mization has insured a constant channel or junction 
temperature Tam-v, is maintained throughout all of the 
channel regions 102-118. 
Another advantage of the invention is it antisymmet 

ric combining structure. The signal appears at the gate 
contact 58, and is ampli?ed by the various transistor 
sections to appear at the drain contact 54 through a 
plurality of multiple parallel paths. Each one of these 
multiple parallel paths has‘ a propagation time delay 
associated with‘ it. For example, in one path, the signal 
proceeds from the gate contact 58 to the gate manifold 
86 and starts up the gate manifold arm 84. It proceeds 
up a gate conductor 122, where it is ampli?ed with 
current supplied from a channel region 104. The ampli 
?ed signal continues through 'drain region 148, and 
travels through an associated drain contact ?nger 150 to 
the drain contact arm 62 and from thence to the drain 
contact 54. 

In another parallel path, the signal proceeds all the 
way up the gate contact manifold arm 84 to a gate con 
ductor 118. The signal as ampli?ed continues through at 
a drain region 152 and proceeds from thence to a drain 
?nger 154 to the drain manifold 60 and the drain contact 
54. These two parallel paths, and various other signal 
paths in between, experience approximately the same 
time delay, since as the length from the gate contact 58 
to a particular channel region 102-118 increases, the 
length from an associated drain region to the drain 
contact 54 decreases. Hence, there will be no signal 
phase cancellation within the device due to different 
time propagation delays experienced by multiple paral 
lel paths. 

In summary, a novel quasi-interdigitated transistor 
has been described, wherein multiple channel regions 
are offset from one another in reference to a particular 
axis to remove a portion of the heating experienced by 
adjacent channel regions. The transistor has been mod 
elled to maintain a uniform Tam-v, for each channel 
region in the device, while at the same time having a 
transverse dimension that is less than the waveguide 
cutoff frequency. The transistor of the invention has the 
furtheradvantage of equal time propagation delays 
associated with multiple signal paths. ' 
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While a preferred embodiment and its advantages 
have been described in the above detail description, the 
invention is not limited thereto but only by the spirit 
and scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 5 
1. A high frequency amplifying transistor formed in a 

face of a layer of semiconductor comprising: 
a drain terminal; 
a gate terminal; . 
a plurality of subtransistors, each subtransistor com 

prising: 
a source diffused region formed in said face of a 

selected conductivity type; 
a drain diffused region formed in said face of said 

selected conductivity type and having an associ 
ated drain contact ?nger; 

a channel region of said substrate spacing said 
source and drain regions of said subtransistor; 
and 

a gate disposed adjacent said channel region; 
a drain manifold electrically coupling said drain of 

each of said plurality of subtransistors with said 
drain terminal, said drain manifold including at 
lease one arcuate arm coupled to each said drain 
contact ?nger; 

a gate manifold electrically coupling said gate of each 
of said plurality of subtransistors with said gate 
terminal, said gate manifold including at least one 
arcuate arm coupled to each said gate; and 

a signal path associated with each said subtransistor, 
said signal path starting at said gate terminal, con 
tinuing through a respective gate, channel region, 
drain region and drain contact ?nger of a respec 
tive said subtransistor and terminating at said drain 
terminal, each of said signal paths having substan 
tially the same time delay. 

2. The amplifying transistor of claim 1 wherein said 
subtransistors are disposed along said arcuate arm of 
said drain manifold and said arcuate arm of said gate 
manifold such that a length from said gate terminal to 
each said channel increases as a length from an associ 
ated said drain region to said drain terminal decreases. 

3. The high frequency transistor of claim 1, wherein 
a time propagation delay of said signal between said 45 
gate terminal and said drain terminal through each one 
of said plurality of subtransistors is . substantially the 
same. 

4. The high frequency transistor of claim 3, wherein 
said plurality of subtransistors are disposed along a path 50 
de?ned by said gate manifold arm. 

5. The high frequency transistor of claim 4, wherein 
said gate manifold arm de?nes a continuous curve. 

6. The high frequency transistor of claim 5, wherein 
said gate manifold arm de?nes an arcuate path between 55 
a ?rst point and a second point substantially removed 
from said ?rst point. 

7. The high frequency transistor of claim 6, wherein 
the magnitude of said spacing between adjacent ones, of 
said plurality of subtransistors varies as a function of 60 
position between said ?rst and said second point. 

8. The high frequency transistor of claim 1, wherein 
the magnitude of an offset between a adjacent ones of 
said plurality of subtransistors varies as a function of a 
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spacing between said adjacent ones of said subtransis 
tors. 

9. The high frequency transistor of claim 1, wherein 
said sources of said plurality of subtransistors are cou 
pled to a source contact pad by a plurality of air bridges. 

10. The high frequency transistor of claim 9, 
wherein said air bridges couple to said source contact 
pad along an arcuate path at the periphery of said 
source contact pad. 

11. An ampli?er formed at a face of a substrate com 
prising: 

?rst and second parallel ampli?cation devices spaced 
in a ?rst direction and offset in a second direction 
substantially perpendicular to said ?rst direction, 
the magnitude of said offset preselected as a func 
tion of the magnitude of said spacing, each of said 
ampli?cation devices having at lease one input and 
at least one output; 

an input conductor electrically coupling said that and 
second ampli?cation devices to an input terminal 
said input conductor including an arcuate arm cou 
pled to each said input of said ?rst and second 
ampli?cation devices; 

an output conductor electrically coupling said ?rst 
and second ampli?cation devices to an output ter 
minal, said output conductor including an arcuate 
arm coupled to each said output of said ?rst and 
second ampli?cation devices; and 

wherein said ?rst and second parallel ampli?cation 
devices are disposed along said arcuate arms of said 
input and output conductors such that said spacing 
and said offset are such that the time propagation 
delay from said input terminal to said output termi 
nal through each of said ?rst and second parallel 
ampli?cation devices is substantially the same 
whereby a signal applied to said input terminal is 
ampli?ed as parallel components by said ?rst and 
second parallel ampli?cation devices and output as 
an ampli?ed in-phase sum of said parallel compo 
nents at said output terminal. 

12. The ampli?er of claim 11, wherein said parallel 
ampli?cation devices comprise current paths of ?rst and 
second ?eld effect transistors. 

13. The ampli?er of claim 12, wherein said ?eld effect 
transistors comprise metal semiconductor ?eld effect 
transistors. 

14. The ampli?er of claim 12, wherein said output 
conductor couples drain regions of said ?eld effect 
transistors to said output terminal and said input con 
ductor couples gates of said ?eld e?'ect transistors to 
said input terminal. 

15. The ampli?er of claim 12, wherein said input and 
output conductors comprise arcuate arms enclosing a 
portion of said face of said substrate therebetween, said 
?rst and second ?eld effect transistors spanning said 
portion of said face. 

16. The ampli?er of claim 12, and further comprising 
a source contact pad, sources of said ?eld effect transis 
tors being coupled to said source contact pad along an 
arcuate path at the periphery of said source contact pad. 

17. The ampli?er of claim 16, wherein said sources 
.are coupled to said source contact pad by a plurality of 
airbridges. 

' i ' i U 


