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SAFETY COVER PLATE FOR AN ELECTRICAL 
SOCKET 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

l. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to a safety cover plate for cov» 

ering an electrical socket, more particularly to a safety 
cover plate for covering a wall socket which can pro 
tect children from accidental electric shock. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
conventionally, electrical sockets have been widely 

used in houses. Referring to FIG. l, a conventional wall 
socket comprises an outlet box (A) to be mounted in a 
wall, receptacles (B) to be received in the outlet box (A) 
and a cover plate (C) with two openings (C1). The two 
receptacles (B) with slots (B1), (B2) are respectively 
aligned with the two openings (Cl) of the cover plate 
(C) so that the receptacles (B) can be exposed to the 
outside and the slots (B1), (B2) can be inserted with 
plugs (not shown). However, children in a house are 
likely to insert a conductor such as a metal spoon or hair 
clip, into the electrical socket for fun, thereby receiving 
an electric shock, since there is no shielding device on 
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electrical sockets to keep children away from touch of 25 
the slots (B1), (B2) of the receptacle (B). In addition, it 
is possible for a child to be shocked by touching par 
tially inserted blades of a plug if the plug is not properly 
inserted into the receptacle (B). There have been im 
proved wall sockets having shielding devices designed 
to protect children from being shocked. But, the costs 
for providing such a wall socket which can prevent 
children from being accidentally shocked are higher 
because a new wall socket is needed to replace a con 
ventional wall socket without shielding devices rather 
than just replacing the cover plate of the conventional 
socket with an improved cover plate. Furthermore, the 
installation of these improved wall sockets must be done 
by a man skilled in the art. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide a 
safety cover plate of a wall socket which can protect 
children from accidental shock, even if a plug is not 
properly inserted in the receptacle. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a 
safety cover plate of a wall socket which can be used 
with a conventional receptacle in order to reduce the 
costs, the installation of which is so easy and simple that 
can be done by a user who is not skilled in the art. 

Accordingly, the safety cover plate for covering a 
wall socket includes an external plate member having a 
first opening aligned with a receptacle of the wall 
socket. A first and a second rail parallel to each other 
are provided on the inside face of said external plate 
member. The first opening is located between said first 
and second rails. A discontinuous intermediate section 
is formed in the second rail. 
A gear assembly is mounted to the inside face of the 

external plate member adjacent to the discontinuous 
intermediate section of the second rail. The gear assem 
bly has a first and a second gear rotated in opposite 
directions. 
A pair of sliding plates are slidably mounted between 

the first and second rails. Each of the sliding plates has 
a toothed edge adjacent to the discontinuous intermedi 
ate section so that the toothed edges of the sliding plates 
can respectively mesh the first and second gears. The 

30 

35 

40 

45 

55 

65 

2 
sliding plates shield the first opening of the external 
plate member when they engage each other and expose 
the first opening of the external plate member when 
they are moved away from each other. A notch is 
formed on the engaging edges which are sealed in 
contact with each other when the sliding plates engage 
to shield the first opening. The notch is staggered with 
the slots of the receptacle when the sliding plates en 
gage each other. 
A biasing means is provided on the inside face of the 

external plate member for biasing the sliding plates to 
engage each other. 
An internal plate member is detachably connected to 

the first and second rails which cooperates with the 
external plate member and the'frst and second rails to 
hold the sliding plates in position. 

Therefore, the receptacles of the wall socket can be 
shielded by the sliding plates of the safety cover plate of 
this invention when said safety cover plate is mounted 
to the outlet box in a conventional manner. The user can 
separate the sliding plates from each other so as to ex 
pose the slots of the receptacle in order to insert the 
blades of a plug into the slots of the receptacle by insert 
ing one of said blades into the notch on the engaging 
edges of the sliding plates, pushing one of said sliding 
plates away from the other one of said sliding plates by 
means of the gear assembly and inserting said blades 
into said slots. 

In addition, a tubular member is detachably mounted 
on the outside face of the external plate member so as to 
form a wall around the first opening of the external 
plate member. Therefore, the partially inserted blades 
of a plug in the wall socket will not be touched by the 
children. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other features and advantages of this invention will 
become apparent in the following detailed description 
of the preferred embodiments of this invention with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective exploded view of a conven 

tional wall socket; 
FIG. 2 is a rear plan view of a first preferred embodi 

ment of a wall socket of this invention; 
FIG. 3 is a partially perspective exploded view of the 

first preferred embodiment of a wall socket of this in 
vention; 
FIG. 4 is a partial sectional schematic view of the 

wall socket of this invention in which the sliding plates 
are in a closed position; 
FIG. 5 is a partial sectional schematic view of the 

wall socket of this invention in which the sliding plates 
are in an open position; 
FIG. 6 is a partial sectional schematic view showing 

a plug inserted into the receptacle of the wall socket of 
this invention; 
FIG. 7A is a planar view of an I-shaped supporting 

board which is used to hold the sliding plates in an open 
position; 
FIG. 7 is a schematic view showing the I-shaped 

supporting board in .an operative position; 
FIG. 8 is a partial perspective exploded view of a 

second preferred embodiment of a wall socket of this 
invention; 
FIG. 9 is a perspective exploded view of the second 

preferred embodiment of a wall socket of this invention; 
and 
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FIG. 10 is a partial perspective exploded view of a 
third preferred embodiment of a wall socket of this 
invention, showing a locking mechanism provided for 
locking the sliding plates. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIGS. 2 and 3 show a first preferred embodiment of 
a safety cover plate for covering a wall socket accord 
ing to this invention. The safety cover plate includes an 
external plate member 1 having two first openings 10 
formed thereon. The two first openings l0 are respec 
tively aligned with the receptacles of the wall socket. 

~ Since the upper portion of the safety cover plate is 
similar to the lower portion of the safety cover plate as 
shown in FIG. 2, only the upper portion of the safety 
cover plate will be explained in detail hereinbelow for 
simplification. The inside face 12 of the external plate 
member 1 has a first and a second rail 11, 11' parallel to 
each other. The first opening 10 is located between the 
first and second rails 11, 11’. The second rail 1l' has a 
discontinuous intermediate section 112' and a U-shaped 
rail 113', the two free ends of which are connected to 
the interrupted portions to form a continuous frame, as 
best illustrated in FIG. 3. 
A gear assembly 30 is mounted to the inside face of 

the external plate member l adjacent to the discontinu 
ous intermediate section 112' of the second rail 11’. The 
gear assembly 30 includes four gears 31, 32, 33 and 34 
meshed with each other such that two end gears 31 and 
34 are rotated in opposite directions. 
A pair of sliding plates 21 are slidably mounted be 

tween the first and second rails 11, 11’. Each of the 
sliding plates 2l has a toothed edge 212 which is adja 
cent to the discontinuous intermediate section 112' such 
that the toothed edges 212 of the sliding plates 21 can 
respectively mesh the end gears 31 and 34. Each of the 
sliding plates 21 has an engaging edge 214 which is 
sealed in contact with the other one of the engaging 
edges when the sliding plates engage so as to shield the 
first opening 10. Two opposed notches 211 are respec 
tively formed on each of the engaging edges 214 to 
define a hole when the sliding plates 21 engage with 
each other. The hole defined by the opposed notches 
211 is staggered with the slots 101 of the receptacle. 
Two torsional springs 40 are respectively mounted on 
the external plate member 1, biasing two opposite sides 
213 of the sliding plates 21 to enable the engaging edges 
214 to come into contact and to enable the hole defined 
by the opposed notches 211 to be located between the 
slots 101 of the receptacle, as best illustrated in FIG. 4. 
The sliding plates 21 shield the first opening 10 of the 
external plate member 1 when they engage each other, 
as best illustrated in FIG. 4. The first opening 10 of the 
external plate member 1 can be exposed by inserting one 
of the blades 91 of a plug 90 into the hole deñned by the 
notches 211 and pushing one of the sliding plates 21 
away from the other one of the sliding plates 21. The 
second of the sliding plates 21 is simultaneously and 
automatically moved away from the first of the sliding 
plates 21 when the latter is first moved by means of the 
gear assembly 30, as best illustrated in FIG. 5. There 
fore, the blades 91 of the plug 90 may be inserted into 
the slots 101 of the receptacle. When the plug 90 is 
pulled out of the receptacle, the sliding plates 21 move 
toward each other and engage Aautomatically by the 
biasing force exerted by the torsional springs 40 in order 
to shield the ñrst opening 10 of the external plate l. 
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4 
Since the hole defined by the notches 211 is misaligned 
with the slots 101 of the receptacle when the sliding 
plates engage, a child will not be accidentally shocked 
when he/she inserts a metal rod or clip into said hole 
formed on the sliding plates 21 which shield the first 
opening 10 of the external plate member 1. 
An internal plate member 50 is detachably connected 

to the first and second rails 11, 11’ by four snap hooks 5l 
which respectively engage with the slots 111 and 114' 
which are respectively formed on the first and second 
rails 11, 11'. The internal plate member 50 cooperates 
with the external plate member 1 and the first and sec 
ond rails 1l, 11' to hold the sliding plates 21, torsional 
spring 40 and gear assembly 30 in position. The safety 
cover plate of this invention can be replaced for con 
ventional cover plate easily. 

Referring to FIGS. 7A and 7, a generally I-shaped 
supporting board 60 may be detachably mounted to the 
first opening 10 of the external plate member 1 to sepa 
rate the sliding plates 21. The supporting board 60 has . 
two notches 61 and a hole 62 formed on two opposite 
sides thereof, exposing the slots 101 of the receptacle. 
Therefore, a plug can be inserted into the receptacle 
without hindrance when there are no children at home 
and no protective effects for the wall socket are re 
quired. 

Referring to FIGS. 8 and 9, a second preferred em 
bodiment of a safety cover plate of a wall socket of this 
invention is shown In this embodiment, the outside face 
15 of the external plate member 1 has two rod members 
8l respectively formed at two opposite sides of the first 
opening of the external plate member. Each of the rod 
members is an inverted L-shape in cross section and has 
a sliding groove 811 formed along its length. The two 
sliding grooves 811 face each other. A tubular member 
82 is detachably mounted to the outside face 15 of the 
external plate member 1 to form a wall around the first 
opening 10 of the external plate member 1. The tubular 
member 82 has two open ends 823 and 823' and a hol 
low portion 821 aligned with the fust opening 10 of the 
external plate member 1. One of the open ends 823 has 
two opposite outwardly extending flanges 822 respec 
tively and slidably received in the two sliding grooves 
811 of the rod members 81. Therefore, the partially 
inserted blades of a plug in the wall socket will be 
shielded by the tubular member and will not be touched 
by children. 

Referring to FIG. l0, a third preferred embodiment 
of this invention is shown. In this embodiment, each of 
the sliding plates 21 has two notches 215 respectively 
formed on the pair of sliding plates adjacent to the first 
rail l1. A slider 71 with a positioning rod 711 is slidably 
mounted on the external plate member l near a notch 17 
formed on the first rail 11. The positioning rod 711 of 
the slider 71 passes through an elongated slot 16 in the 
external plate member 1 and a positioning spring mem 
ber 72 and is connected with a block member 73 with 
two teeth 731. Thus, the slider 71 can be moved be 
tween an open and a locked position where the teeth 73 
of the block member 73 engage and disengage the 
notches 215 of the sliding plates 21, respectively. This 
lock mechanism provides an additional security to pre 
vent the sliding plates from disengaging from each 
other by a smart child. 

It can be found that an excellent protective effect can 
be achieved by replacing the conventional cover plate 
of a conventional wall socket with the safety cover 
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plate of this invention by a user not skilled in the art. 
This reduces the costs of installation and use. 
With this invention thus explained, it is apparent that 

numerous modifications and variations can be made 
without departing from the scope and spirit of this in 
vention. It is therefore intended that this invention be 
limited only as indicated in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A safety cover plate for covering an electrical 

socket having a receptacle with slots formed therein, 
comprising: 

an external plate member having a ñrst opening 
aligned with said receptacle, said external plate 
member >having an outside face and an inside face 
adjacent to said receptacle, said inside face of said 
external plate member having a first and a second 
rail parallel to each other in such a manner that said 
first opening is located between said first and sec 
ond rails, said second rail having a discontinuous 
intermediate section; 

a gear assembly mounted to said inside face of said 
external plate member adjacent to said discontinu 
ous intermediate section of said second rail, said 
gear assembly having a first and a second gear 
rotated in opposite directions; 

a pair of sliding plates slidably mounted between said 
first and second rails, each of said sliding plates 
having a toothed edge adjacent to said discontinu 
ous intermediate section so that said toothed edges 
of said sliding plates can respectively mesh said 
first and second gears, said sliding plates shielding 
said first opening of said external plate member 
when they engage each other and exposing said 
first opening of said external plate member when 
they are moved away from each other, each of said 
sliding plates having an engaging edge which seal 
ingly contacts the other one of said engaging edges 
when said pair of sliding plates engage so as to 
shield said first opening, one of said engaging edges 
having a notch formed thereon, said notch being 
staggered with said slots of said receptacle when 
said sliding plates engage each other; 

means for biasing said pair of sliding plates to engage 
each other so as to shield said first opening; and 

an internal plate member detachably connected to 
said first and second rails which cooperates with 
said external plate member and said first and sec 
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6 
ond rails to hold said pair of sliding plates in posi 
tion.  

2. A safety cover plate for covering an electric socket 
as claimed in claim l, further comprising a generally 
I-shaped supporting board detachably mounted to said 
first opening of said external plate member to separate 
said pair of sliding plates, said supporting board having 
two notches formed on two opposite vsides thereof, 
exposing said slots of said receptacle. 

3. A safety cover plate for covering an electric socket 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein said outside face of said 
external plate member has a tub'ular member detachably 
mounted to said outside face of said external plate mem 
ber to form a wall around said first opening of said 
external plate member, and means for detachably fasten 
ing said tubular member to said external plate member. 

4. A safety cover plate for covering an electric socket 
as claimed in claim 3, wherein said fastening means 
includes two rod members respectively formed at two 
opposite sides of said first opening of said external plate 
member, each of said rod members having a sliding 
groove formed along its length, said two sliding 
grooves facing each other, said tubular member having 
two open ends and a hollow portion aligned with said 
first opening of said external plate member, one of said 
open ends having two opposite outwardly extending 
flanges respectively and slidably received in said two 
sliding grooves of said rod members. 

5. A safety cover plate for covering an electric socket 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein each of said sliding plates 
has a first lock member formed on an edge opposite to 
said toothed edge of said sliding plates adjacent to said 
engaging edges of said sliding plates, and wherein said 
external plate member has a second lock member 
mounted adjacent to said ñrst rail, said first and second 
lock members locked to prevent said pair of sliding 
plates from disengaging from each other when said 
sliding plates engage with each other. 

6. A safety cover plate for covering an electric socket 
as claimed in claim 5, wherein said first lock members 
are two notches respectively formed on said pair of 
sliding plates and said second lock member includes a 
slider slidably mounted on said external plate member 
near a notch formed in said first rail, which moves be 
tween an open and a locked position, and a block mem 
ber with two teeth connected to said slider, said teeth of 
said block member being engaged with said notches of 
said sliding plates when said slider is moved to said 
locked position. 
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