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PLANT BASE COVER 

This is a continuation-in-part of copending applica 
tion Ser. No. 07/439,833 ?led on Nov. 20, 1989 now 
abandoned. - 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
This invention is generally related to apparatus and 

methods for horticulture and particularly to apparatus 
and methods for covering the soil surface around the 
base of a potted plant and lining the interior of a hang 
ing plant basket. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Having potted plants and hanging plants in homes, 
of?ces, stores and commercial environments has be 
come a prevalent practice for aesthetic, decorative pur 
poses, oxygen generation and for the bene?cial psycho 
logical effects many people experience in the presence 
of such plants. The bene?cial effects of potted and 
hanging plants have given rise to businesses which pro 
vide plant maintenance services for tending, rotating 
and replacing such plants. 
A plant used for such purposes is typically grown in 

a suitable potting soil retained within an inexpensive 
inner container such as a plastic pot or metal can for 
easy portability. To insure proper aesthetics, the inner 
container is typically positioned within a decorative 
container permanently maintained or hung in a desired 
location within the building. With regard to potted 
plants, so as to conceal the inner container within the 
decorative container, and camouflage the potting soil 
about the base of the plant, a material such as Spanish 
moss or sphagnum moss is manually spread and posi 
tioned to extend throughout the interior of the decora 
tive container. Rotating plants between of?ces or re 
placing a plant, therefore, involves manually removing 
the moss, removing the inner container from the deco 
rative container and manually replacing and spreading 
the moss. This procedure, which is time consuming in 
itself, usually causes some moss to fall onto the ?oor 
adjacent the decorative pot. The floor must subse 
quently be cleaned, thereby requiring additional per 
sonal time and reducing the efficiency of the plant main 
tenance service. 
With regard to hanging plant baskets, generally these 

baskets are con?gured such that they must be lined with 
a decorative material so as to enhance the aesthetic 
value of the basket as well as aid in maintaining a quan 
tity of soil therein. conventionally known methods for 
lining such baskets basically involve manually lumping 
quantities of decorative material along the interior sur 
faces of the basket and placing a quantity of soil therein. 
As can be appreciated, this process often proves to be 
both messy and time consuming. Moreover, after using 
this lining technique, often times additional material 
must be stuffed into exterior portions of the basket when 
areas of the interior lining are discovered to be of insuf 
?cient thickness to maintain the soil within the basket. 
Thus, there exists a need in the art for a decorative, 
prefabricated hanging plant basket liner which is cost 
effective, easy to install, and adequately maintains soil 
within the basket. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a plant base cover 
and a hanging plant basket liner, and methods of fabri 
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2 
cation thereof which overcomes and alleviates the de? 
ciencies in the prior art. 

In the first embodiment of the present invention the 
plant base cover covers the unsightly inner container 
and soil of the plant and permits quick, clean removal 
from the plant, eliminating the possibility of having 
moss fall out of the pot. 

In the second embodiment of the present invention, 
the basket liner is adapted to quickly and easily line the 
interior portion of hanging plant basket so as to deco 
rate and enhance the exterior features of the basket 
while maintaining a quantity of soil therein, thus elimi 
nating the need to line the basket manually in a messy, 
time consuming manner. 
The plant base cover and basket liner each include a 

layer of a decorative material such as Spanish moss or 
sphagnum moss adhesively bound to a netting, which is 
preferably formed of a durable material, such as nylon 
or other similar material. 

Fabrication of the plant base cover of the invention 
includes the steps of forming a layer of the absorbent, 
insulating material on a suitable surface, such as a table. 
The netting material is placed over the layer and se 
curely bound to the table; and then a suitable adhesive 
is applied to the layer and the netting by any convenient 
means, such as spraying. After the adhesive has dried to 
adhere the netting to the layer, the resulting structure 
may be cut into desired forms, such as circles, rectan 
gles, etc., or rolled into compact shapes for shipment 
and distribution. 
The invention is easy to apply to a potted plant to 

cover the upper surface of the soil or potting material 
and the upper portion of the inner pot. The plant base 
cover of the invention remains intact for use for an 
extended time period. It is convenient to apply water to 
the plant by pouring water onto the surface of the plant 
base' cover. The water then passes through the plant 
base cover into the soil for supply to the plant’s roots. 

Fabrication of the basket liner of the present inven 
tion includes the steps of forming a layer of the absor 
bent, decorative material on the outer surface of a pre 
constructed form wherein such form is taken from the 
interior of the basket with which the liner is to be uti 
lized. A suitable adhesive is applied to the layer by any 
convenient means, such as spraying. The netting mate 
rial is placed over the layer of decorative material and 
securely bound thereto, and then a second spraying of 
adhesive is applied to the layer of decorative material 
and the netting. The resulting structure is removed from 
the form and inverted such that the decorative material 
de?nes the outer surface of the liner and the netting 
material de?nes the interior portion of the liner. The 
adhesive is then dried and a colorant applied to the 
decorative material. The basket liner, like the base 
cover, is also constructed to remain intact for an ex 
tended period of time. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE' DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a plant base 
cover according to the invention covering the soil sur 
face around a potted plant; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the plant base cover of 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating a layer of 

moss on a table; 
_ FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating netting for 
application to the layer of moss of FIG. 3; 
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FIG. 5 is a perspective view illustrating the step of 

spraying the netting of FIG. 4 and the layer of moss of 
FIG. 3 with an adhesive; and . 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating structural 

details of the plant base cover of FIGS. 1 and 2. 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view showing a plant liner 

according to the present invention disposed within the 
interior of a hanging plant basket; 
FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a portion of the plant 

liner shown in FIG. 1 illustrating both the decorative 
material and netting layers; 
FIG. 9 is a perspective view illustrating the applica 

tion of a layer of decorative material to the semispheri 
cal exterior surface of a form; 
FIG. 10 is a perspective view illustrating the step of 

spraying the layer of decorative material with an adhe 
sive; 
FIG. 11 is a perspective view illustrating the applica 

tion of a layer of netting over the layer of decorative 
material; 
FIG. 12 is a perspective view illustrating the step of 

spraying the layer of netting and the layer of decorative 
material with an adhesive; and 
FIG. 13 is a perspective view illustrating the applica 

tion of colorant to the layer of decorative material after 
the liner has been removed from the form, inverted and 
dried. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIG. 1, in the ?rst embodiment of the 
present invention, there is shown a potted plant 10 hav 
ing its roots growing within the con?nes of an inner pot 
12, which may conveniently be formed of any ceramic, 
plastic, metal or wooden material but typically com 
prises an inexpensive dispensable material such as plas 
tic or tin. The pot 12 is ?lled to a desired level with a 
potting soil 14. The inner pot 12 is positioned within an 
outer pot 15, which is preferably designed to have an 
aesthetically pleasing appearance. The plant 10 has a 
base 16 that projects out of the potting soil 14. A plant 
base cover 18 is positioned around the base 16 of the 
plant 10 to cover the surface of the potting soil 14 and 
the inner pot 12 while closely surrounding the base 16. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the plant base cover 18 is shown 
by way of example only, to have a generally disc-like 
con?guration preferably sized to have a standardized 
pot diameter such as 6, 8, 10 or 12 inches with a circular 
portion having been removed therefrom to leave a gen 
erally circular passage 20. A generally radial cut 22 
extends from the edge of the passage 20 to the outer 
'edge 24 of the plant base cover 18. The plant base 16 
passes through the passage 20. The plant base cover 18 
is ?exible so that it may be temporarily distorted along 
the radial cut 22 and the passage 20 for ?xation around 
the base 16. After the plant base cover 18 is positioned 
so that the passage 20 is around the plant base 16, the 
edges of the cut 22 may be juxtaposed to provide essen 
tially complete covering of the surface of the potting 
soil 14. The plant base cover may easily be cut with a 
knife, scissors or the like to enlarge the passage 20 if 
necessary to accommodate the plant base 16 therein. 
The outer edges 24 of the plant base cover 18 may also 
be trimmed to ?t with a particular pot 12. It is contem 
plated that the plant base cover 18 and passage 20 will 
be provided in a variety of sizes to minimize trimming 
and to enhance the convenience of use of the device. 
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4 
Referring to FIG. 3, fabrication of the plant base 

cover 16 preferably includes the step of forming a layer 
26 of a suitable mat-like covering material such as 
sphagnum moss or Spanish moss on a flat surface such 
as the top of a table 28. The layer 26 is preferably 2"—3” 
thick and is spread relatively uniformly on the table 28. 
A piece of ?exible netting 30, which is preferably a 
diagonal mesh, as shown in FIG. 4 is spread over the 
layer 28, subsequently moderately stretched taut to 
slightly compress the moss between the table and net 
ting and then tightly secured on all sides to the table 26 
to hold the moss down. The netting 30 is then rolled 
with a suitable rolling device, such as a rolling pin, a 
rotary paint applicator, or other similar device to en 
gage the netting 30 into the layer 26. 

After rolling, the netting 30 and layer 26 are prefera 
bly sprayed with a suitable adhesive to bond them to 
gether. It has been found that 3M Co. supplies adhesives 
identi?ed as “90 Spray Adhesive” and 5034 Contact 
Cement” that are suitable bonding agents for this appli 
cation. These adhesives are only exemplary of water 
insoluble adhesives that are satisfactory for bonding the 
netting 30 and the layer 26 and when dry or cured, are 
not toxic to plant life. 

Referring to FIG. 6, the ?nished plant base cover 18 
is formed so that portions 32 of the moss layer 26 
project through the netting 30 to provide high struc 
tural integrity. After the adhesive has cured and propel 
lants and solvents have evaporated, there is no toxicity 
to plants or humans and no unpleasant odors, so that the 
plant base cover 18 is suitable for use on both indoor 
and outdoor plants. 
The ?nished plant base cover 18 may be cut into 

desired, preferably standardized sized, shapes, or it may 
be simply rolled into a compact shape for shipment to a 
seller or user, who will cut the plant base cover 18 into 
a desired shape. 
The plant basecover 18 is useful to prevent the pot 

ting soil 14 from drying out as quickly as if it were 
uncovered. Therefore, a plant with which the plant base 
cover 18 is used does not have to be watered as often as 
a plant whose base and potting soil are uncovered. 

Since the moss layer 26 has the netting 30 adhesively 
bond thereto, small pieces of the moss layer 26 are un 
likely to be inadvertently pushed out of the pot 12 dur 
ing watering of the plant 10, removing the inner pot 12 
from the outer pot 15 and other tending to the plant 10, 
such as cultivation and fertilization of the potting soil 
14. Therefore, use of the plant base cover 18 prevents 
the spillage of the mulch material from the pot 12. 

Referring now to a second embodiment of the present 
invention, FIG. 7 shows a basket liner 50 disposed 
within a conventionally known hanging plant basket 52. 
Basket 52 may be formed of any ceramic, plastic, metal 
or wooden material. Importantly, liner 50 is constructed 
to have the same con?guration as the interior of basket 
52. Referring now to FIG. 8, liner 50 generally com 
prises a layer of decorative material 54 having a layer of 
netting material 56 adhesively bound thereto. Fabrica 
tion of liner 50 preferably includes the step of forming 
the layer of decorative material 54 by applying a suit 
able material such as sphagnum moss or Spanish moss to 
the semi-spherical outer surface 58 of a pre-constructed 
form 60 as best seen in FIG. 3. Form 60 is taken from 
the interior portion of basket 52 thus giving liner 50 a 
con?guration which is speci?cally adapted to be used in 
conjunction with basket 52. The decorative material is 
preferably l"-2” thick and is spread relatively uni 
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formly over the entire outer surface 58. The material is 
then preferably sprayed with a suitable adhesive as seen 
in FIG. 10 thus forming layer 54. 

Referring now to FIG. 11 the layer of netting mate 
rial 56 which is preferably a diagonal mesh, is spread 
over the layer of decorative material 54 and subse 
quently moderately stretched taut to slightly compress 
the decorative material 54 between the netting 56 and 
outer surface 58 of form 60. The netting material 56 and 
decorative material 54 are then sprayed with a suitable 
adhesive to bond them together as- seen in FIG. 12. The 
netting 56 and decorative material 54 are then removed 
from form 60 and inverted thus forming liner 50 
wherein the outer surface comprises the layer of deco 
rative material 54 and the interior surface comprises the 
layer of netting material 56. After the adhesive has been 
dried, if desired, a suitable colorant may be applied to 
the layer of decorative material 54 as seen in FIG. 13. 
Although the method of forming liner 50 has been de 
scribed with respect to a basket having a generally 
concave interior con?guration, it will be appreciated 
that liner 50 may be con?gured so as to be positionable 
within the interior portions of baskets having alterna 
tive con?gurations. In this regard, a form may be taken 
from any such basket and liner 50 constructed on the 
exterior surface thereof in the same manner as previ 
ously described. 
Although the present invention has been described 

with reference to two particular embodiments thereof, 
it will be understood by those skilled in the art that 
numerous modi?cations may be made without depart 
ing from the scope of the invention. Accordingly, all 
modi?cations and equivalents which are properly 
within the scope of the appended claims ar included in 
the present invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for fabricating a liner for lining an inte 

rior portion of a hanging plant basket having a generally 
concave interior con?guration with a decorative mate 
rial and maintaining a quantity of soil therein, compris 
ing the steps of: 

applying decorative material to a generally semi 
spherical outer surface of a form, said decorative 
material being applied to said outer surface in a 
manner forming a layer thereupon; 
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6 
a ?rst spraying of adhesive on said layer of decorative 

material; 
applying a layer of netting over said layer of decora 

tive material upon said outer surface; 
a second spraying of adhesive on said layer of netting 

and said layer of decorative material; 
removal of said decorative material and said netting 

from said form; and 
inverting said decorative material and said netting 

such that said decorative material de?nes a semi 
spherical outer surface of said liner adapted to 
directly abut said concave interior portion of said 
hanging basket and said netting de?nes a concave, 
soil retaining surface of said liner. 

2. The method of claim 1 further including the step of 
pulling said layer of netting tightly against said layer of 
decorative material to cause a portion of said decorative 
material to penetrate through said netting to enhance 
the adhesive bonding of said layers of netting and deco 
rative material. 

3. The method of claim 1 further including the steps 
of: 

allowing said adhesive to cure; and spraying said 
decorative material with a colorant. 

4. A method for fabricating a liner for lining an inte 
rior portion of a hanging plant basket with a decorative 
material and maintaining a quantity of soil therein, com 
prising the steps of: 

applying decorative material to an outer surface of a 
pre-constructed form taken from said interior por 
tion of said basket in a manner forming a layer 
thereupon; 

a ?rst spraying of adhesive on said layer of decorative 
material; 

applying a layer of netting over said layer of decora 
tive material upon said outer surface; 

a second spraying of adhesive on said layer of netting 
and said layer of decorative material; 

removal of said decorative material and said netting 
from said form; and 

inverting said decorative material and said netting 
such that said decorative material de?nes an outer 
surface of said liner adapted to directly abut said 
interior portion of said hanging plant basket and 
said netting de?nes an inner, soil retaining surface 
of said liner. 
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