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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that 1, WILLIAM R. DALES, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at St. 
Paul, in the county of Ramsey and State of 
Minnesota, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements ‘in Safety-Envelopes, of 
which the following is a speci?cation. 

I My invention has relation to envelopes, par 
ticularly those employed forthe ?ling away 
and safe keeping of bonds, certi?cates, &c., 
and has for its object the provision of ‘novel, 
simple and efficient means for preventing the 
opening of such envelopes without injury 7 
thereto, and the fact of such opening having _ 
been attempted concealed. As is well known, 
the opening of envelopes through the‘ appli 
cation of heat or moisture and the softening 
of the gum thereof, also, by the insertion of a 
suitable instrument, for instance, a pen-holder 
or pencil, beneath their‘?aps, is quite a simple 
matter and leaves the envelope uninjured and 
unmarked in any way and in such condition 
that it can be readily sealed up /again, with 
out subsequent detection. I Even wax sealing 
has proven ineffective, as the melting of the 
wax and the rescaling of the envelope there 
after,through the medium of a duplicate seal, 
has been found comparatively easy. 
'My invention consists of a safety envelope 

provided with registering slits or openings in 
its side and bottom ?aps, having its upper or 
sealing ?ap provided with an extension or 
tongue of sufficient length to permit of its 
being folded or doubled and gummed on one‘ 
side when so‘ folded. Between the folds of 
which is placed a quantity of a fusible sub 
stance or compound. Said tongue or exten 
sion, after having its gummed side moistened, 
being adaptedfor insertion through the slits 
or openings aforesaid and to be bent up 
wardly inside the envelope. Bringing such, 
gummed side next the bottom and side ?aps, 
to which it adheres under pressure. Prevent 
ing access to said tongue by an opening in 
strument of any kind, While. the application 
of heat to the envelope, for softening the gum 
which secures its parts together, will cause 
the fusible substance or compound to melt' 
and spread over or saturate the envelope. 
Producing ineffaceable evidence of the fact 
that the opening of such envelope has been 
attempted. 

The details of my invention are more par 
ticularly describedand claimed hereinafter 
and are illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, wherein—- p , , 

Figure 1 is a plan view .of the envelope 
blank. Figs. 2 and 3 are similar views ofthe 
same formed into the complete envelope and 
illustrating the unsealed and sealed condi 
tions, respectively, of the same. Fig. 4 is a 
Vertical transverse section of a portion of the 
improved envelope,in the condition‘shown in 
Fig. 3, illustrating the operation of the tongue. 
In said drawings, A represents the envel 

ope-blank provided with the top and bottom ' 
?aps B B’and theside ?apsOO', all gummed, 
as usual, the latter having a portion only of 
their opposite edges overlapped, forming the 
lips c c’, the outermost of which being also 
gummed to permit of its being secured to the 
other one, the remainder of such edges sim 
ply meeting without overlapping, as shown 
at 02. Said lips have each therein horizontal 
slits or openings 03 c4 of like ‘extent, as has, 
also, the lower ?ap B, as shown at b, said slits 
or'openings all registering when the flaps in 
which they are located are placed and secured 
by the gum'thereon in the relation shown in 
Fig. 2. The ?ap B of the envelope is pro 
vided with an extension or tongue I)’, having 
its underside, 192, when folded as in Fig, 2, 
gummed. Said tongue being of such width 
as to permit of its being passed through the 
slits or openings vmentioned,1after the gum 
thereof is moistened, and thrust upwardly in_ 
side the envelope, in which position, when 
suf?ciently pressed, it adheres equally to the 
side ?aps, at each side of thejunction of their 
meeting edges. Said tongue, in its passage 
through the openings, preventing the drawing 
out of the side and ‘bottom ?aps, upon'the 
softening of the gum which secures them to 
gether, while the adherence of the same to 
the inner surfaces of said side flaps, prevents 
the drawing out of the tongue from this posi 
tion, where it cannot be reached by any out 
side agency for the purpose of separating it 
therefrom. Furthermore, if moisture be em 
ployed for this purpose, the tongue will be 
come so soft at its point of union with the top 
flap, Where it is bent sharply when in the slits 
or openings, that it is easily broken and the 
insertion ofa penholder, pencil, &:c.,thereun 
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der, for the purpose of drawing it out, will re 
sult in the destruction of said tongue. Now, 
in order to guard against the undetected open 
ing of the envelope through the application of 
heat and the consequent softening of the gum 
thereof, the tongue I)’ is of such length as to 
permit of its being first turned upon itself, or 
doubled, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4, forming 
a pocket for retention of a suitable fusible 
substance, as pal-affine, upon the inner side of 
one of the folds which form such pocket is run 
a. narrow line of such substance, which latter 
serves to unite the folds of and stiffen the 
tongue, at the same time is concealed therein 
and, upon the application of heat thereto, 
spreads over and saturates the envelope and 
causes its discoloration, the latter result being 
‘more effectively attained through the combi 
nation, with the fusible substance, of a color 
ing matter. So that my invention, while pre 
venting the opening of envelopes without their 
destruction, renders the fact of the envelopes 

having been tampered with perfectly appar 
ent, the knowledge of which operating as a 
warning to a party of wrong intentions. 
“That I claim as my invention is as follows: 
In a safety envelope having registering 

slits or openings in its side and bottom ?aps, 
the combination of, the sealing ?ap provided 
with an elongated transversely folded or dou~ 
bled tongue, one side of which has an adhe 
sive surface, and a fusible substance or com 
pound secured between the folds of said 
tongue, the latter beingadapted forinsertion 
through said slits or openings and for adher 
ence equally to the inside of both said side 
?aps, substantially as speci?ed. 

In testimony whereof I have, hereunto set 
my hand this 4th day of February, A. D. 1893. 

\VILLIAM R. DALES. 

Witnesses: 
WM. H. POWELL, 
R. DALE SPARHAWK. 
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