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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, MARY HEATH, of the 

city, county, and State of New York, have in 
vented a new and useful Abdominal Bandage, 
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act speci?cation. ' 
My invention consists in the novel construc 

tion of the parts hereinafter fully shown and 
described. 
The object of my invention is to provide an 

abdominal bandage that shall closely conform 
v to the curves of the body and that will not 
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wrinkle or lose its shape. ~ 
My invention is illustrated by the accom 

panying drawings, in which- ‘ 
Figure 1 is a. perspective view of. my ab 

dominal bandage showing said bandage se 
cured in position upon the person. Fig. 2 is 
an enlarged rear view of the bandage, and 
Fig. 3 is a horizontal cross-section on the line 
‘3-3 Fig. 2. - 
A is the body portion of the bandage which 

may be made of any suitable material, but 
preferably a fabric of a woolen nature. This 

_, bandage tapers toward the ends, its widest 
part being at or near the middle of the band 
age. Both ends of the bandage are provided 
with button-holes B, or other suitable means 
to be used to secure the bandage in position. 
D D are elastic bands interposed“ in the 

bandage at or near the ends, for the purpose 
of giving an elasticity or stretch to the band 
age. If preferred, instead of elastic bands, a 
woven elastic fabric may be used. 
G G are ribs or stays preferably made from 

whale-bone. Said stays are secured in the 
body portion A of the bandage, vertically, for 
the purpose hereinafter described. 
F is a binding extending along the edge of 

the body portion A of the bandage. This 
binding is made of a material that will not per 
mit of as much stretch as the material form 
ing the body portion. " ' 
‘H H are buttons secured to the outside of 

the bandage for the purpose hereinafter de 
scribed. ' ' ~ 1 

J isa vertical slot cut in the bandage at a 
point adjacent to one set of the stays or ribs 
G G for the purpose hereinafter described. 
It will now be seen that by stretching this 
bandage, the grasp being bad at both ends of 
the bandage, the tendency will be to draw 
the two strips of binding F F which extend 

along the edge of the bandage into a straight 
line, and inasmuch, as before stated, as the 
bandage is wider at the center than at the 
ends, the binding F will tend to slightly 
buckle the ribs G G, (the ends of which pref 
erably extend into the binding) and thereby 
give a contour to the bandage, even while the 
bandage is not in place. It will therefore be 
seen that a bandagev thus constructed will ?t 
more naturally to the contour of the body 
than devices of the same class, but of di?er 
ent construction. ‘ 

\ As shown by the drawings, the slotJ affords 
a means whereby one end of the bandage may 
be passed through to the outside of said band 
age When in position,‘ so that' it may be se 
cured by buttons or other fastening devices. 
I preferably use the elastic bands D D in 
place of a solid elastic web, so thatI do away 
with the double thickness of fabric at the 
point where the bandage would otherwise be 
of double thickness. An advantage is gained 
by having one set of ribs G G at a point ad 
jacent to the slot J for the reason that it pre 
vents the bandage from puckering or wrink 
ling at that point. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I 'claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat~ 
out, is“- _ 

‘1. The combination of an abdominal band 
age consisting of an elastic body A broadest 
about midway in its length and tapering to 
ward each end, with a substantially non-elas 
tic binding running around the entire device, 
with the sets of vertical ribs G G, and a slot 
J formed betweenthe ribs of one of the sets 
of ribs, said slot extending from the binding 
piece'on one edge to the binding piece on the 
other edge, and with means for adjusting said 
bandage, substantially as and for the pn rp'ose 
speci?ed. ._ 

s 2. An abdominal bandage consisting of the 
body A, provided with elastic ribs G and bind 
ings F F of non-stretchable material for the 
purpose of causing said bandage when under 
tension to curve to more naturally ?t to the 
contours of the body, and elastics D D, sub 
stantially as described. 

MARY HEATH. 
Witnesses: 

R. O. MITCHELL, 
JOHN KENNY, Jr. 
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