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To all whom itdmaly concern: _ 
Be it known that I, ELIZA KIRWIN, a citi~ 

' zen of the United'States, residing at Indian 
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apolis, in the county of Marion and State of 
Indiana, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in‘ Oatamenial Sacks, of 
which the following is a speci?cation. 

This invention is for the purpose of catch 
ing and holding menstrual or urinal ?ow, in 
cases of necessity, in a manner which shall be 
both cleanly and effective. An apparatus em 
bodying my invention will be ?rst fully de 
scribed, and the novel features thereof then 
pointed out in the claim. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
which are made a part hereof, and on which 
similar’letters of reference indicate similar 
parts, Figure 1 is a perspective view ofmy 
improved apparatus in position for use upon 
a human body which is shown in dotted lines; 
Fig. 2 a side elevation of the sack and adja 
cent portions of its attachments; Fig. 3 a plan 
view of the upper end thereof, and Fig. A a 
fragmentary sectional View of a portion, of 
said apparatus. ' 
In said drawings the portions marked A 

represent the sack; B a sponge cup arranged 
in the mouth of said sack; C a perforated rub 
ber shield placed over said mouth; D sus 
pending straps to the sack, and E the sus 
penders to which said straps are attached. 
The sack A is a ?at sack made of a ?ne 

grade of india rubber, with a mouth substan 
tially round, and of suf?cient size for the pur 
pose. Said sack is ?at in its general shape, 
so that it can be conveniently carried between 
the legs of the user. 
The sponge B is in the shape of a cup, and 

is placed within the mouth or upper end of 
the sack, and serves both‘ to hold said mouth 
distended and to receive and retain frag 
ments of solid matter, which it is enabled to 
do by means of its cup shape while the liquid 
passes on into the lower end .of the sack.’ 
Said sponge is obviously capable of being 
‘easily removed and cleaned, and replaced,or 
another substituted. It is held from falling 
to the lower end of the sack by a string b 
passing through it, (and preferably through a 
rubber washer thereunder) the ends of which 
string may be attached to the suspending 

straps D, or‘ to the buckles E’. As will be 
seen, the sack is left free and unoccupied ex 
cept at the neck or upper end, which enables 
it to hold a greater quantity of liquid than if 
it were ?lled with sponge; while the sponge 
beinglocated as shown serves equally as well 
in keeping the liquid in place as if it occu 
pied‘the whole sack. . 
The shield O is formed of thin and ?nely 

?nished india rubber having a very smooth 
surface, and is interposed between the re 
mainder of the apparatus andthe person of 
the wearer. Its surface being very smooth 
and soft, it will not chafe the skin, or other 
wise cause discomfort. Its central' portion 
has a number of perforations, as shown in 
Fig. 3, through which the flow is discharged 
into the sack. Its form is such that when 
put in place it serves to some extent as a fun 
nel, guiding the ?ow into the mouth of the 
sack. The strings b may pass through some 
of the holes, and thus secure this shield piece 
in place. 
The straps D are plain straps, and are se 

cured to the front vand rear edges of the sack 
A just below its mouth, and are adapted to 
be secured to the suspenders E. The sus 
penders E pass over the shoulders of the 
wearer, and are secured to the suspending 
straps D, by buckles E’ or otherwise. 
The use of this device avoids much of the 

uncleanness and trouble attending ordinary 
menstrual ?ow, and in case of diseases where 
there is a continual flow or leakage of the 
urine it is of the highest importance. 
Having thus fully described my said inven 

tion, what I claim as new, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is 
A catamenial sack consisting of abag hav 

ing a neck, a sponge secured in said neckbut 
not extending into the lower portion of said 
bag, a perforated shield over the top thereof, 
and suitable devices for attachment to the 
person, substantially as set forth. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this 
16th day of September, A. D. 1893. . 

ELIZA KIRWIN. [LL s] 
Witnesses: 

O. BRADFORD, 
JAMES A. WALSH. 
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