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[57] ABSTRACT 
An electrical device is provided for the conversion of 
molecules of one molecular weight into molecules of 
another molecular weight. A reaction chamber com 
prises an array of dynodes, each of which possesses a 
plurality of apertures. External voltages are available 
which are applied between dynodes, producing an elec 
tric ?eld. During operation, electrons and ions strike the 
interior surfaces of the dynode apertures, ionizing neu 
tral molecules absorbed on the surfaces, which are de 
sorbed by the energy of the impact, and which are ' 
accelerated by the electric ?eld to a new dynode sur 
face location, where they combine with absorbed mole 
cules there to form a- variety of new. larger molecules, 
or different, smaller molecules. Certain ones of the ions 
created are repetitively moved to one end of the device, 
where they may be pumped away separately. The con 
trolled electron and ion impact ionization in the device 
can also produce reactions among several molecular 
species which would be unlikely or impossible under 
normal chemical equilibrium conditions. or with normal 
catalysts. 

18 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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ELECTRICAL DEVICE FOR CONVERSION OF 
MOLECULAR WEIGHTS USING DYNODES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to the conversion of the 

size of molecules in a process stream. using an electrical 
method, and can be used either to combine small mole- 1O 
cules into larger molecules or to separate larger mole 
cules into smaller molecules. 

2. Discussion of the Related Art 
Electrical conversion of molecules of one molecular 

weight into molecules of another molecular weight has 
been described in the patent application published as 
PCT/US88/O3228 in WO 89/02868 (Sackinger), corre 
sponding to US. patent application Ser. No. 
07/485,856, ?led Feb. 22, 1990, which is a continuation 
application of Ser. No. 07/102,361, ?led Sep. 28, 1987. 
In that application, an array of tubular elements with a 
semiconducting layer beneath their interior surfaces is 
used as a converter. Electron and ion impact upon the 
interior surfaces of the tubes is used to fragment neutral 
molecules absorbed there. Energy for electron and ion 
impact is provided by an electric ?eld, produced by the 
voltage applied from one side of the array to the oppo 
site side of the array. Ion impact, fragmentation and ion 
emission take place on the interior surfaces of the tubes 
and also ion recombination into new gas species takes 
place. It can be said that the device operates using elec 
tron and ion impact, an electric ?eld, and a very large 
interior surface area. This can have applications in the 
petrochemical process industries. 

In the petroleum process industries, for many decades 
a thermal separation process has been applied to crude 
oil, which is a mixture of hydrocarbons, to separate out 
various fractions which are subsequently used for spe 
ci?c purposes. For example. diesel fuel, gasoline, nap 
tha, lubricating oils. and asphalts are separated by va 
porization and subsequent condensation at appropriate 
different temperatures and heights in a tower. The re 
sulting yields of re?ned products are dependent upon 
the characteristics of the crude oil supplied, which will 
be different for each petroleum reservoir. The market 
demand for each category of re?ned products is vari 
able in time, and therefore the adjustment of the petro 
leum re?ning process to changes in input composition 
and output demand can be dif?cult and challenging. 
One remedy which has been recognized for many 

years is to convert larger molecules into smaller ones, a 
process called cracking, which has been normally ac 
complished by catalytic action on special surfaces at 
high temperatures. In this way, for example, an extra 
quantity of heavy oils can be converted into gasoline, 
which may be more marketable. Moreover, light nap 
tha, which is a mixture of pentanes and hexanes, may be 
catalytically cracked to produce ethylene. C2H4, a 
building block molecule for many petrochemicals. Lim 
itations of this approach include the cost of catalysts, 
the range of input molecules for which they are effec 
tive, and the thermal energy required for the process, 
which is dif?cult to recover. In addition, the world 
supply of liquid hydrocarbons is also being consumed. 
leading to higher prices for liquid feedstocks. Obvious 
alternatives include the utilization of other natural 
sources of hydrocarbons which are in more abundant 
supply: natural gas, and heavy oil. It is clear that an 
important advantage would be derived from methods to 
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2 
convert natural gas (methane in particular) into higher 
hydrocarbons such as ethylene, propylene. and larger 
molecules. Most processes rely on the high-temperature 
combination of methane and steam to produce hydro 
gen and carbon monoxide. For example. a Davy 
McKee reformer furnace in New Zealand operates at 
880" C. and 30 bar pressure with a nickel catalyst. After 
cooling to 35° C. at 17 barg pressure. and removal of 
excess steam, the reformed gas is compressed to 100 
barg and passed over a ZnO/CuO/AlgO; catalyst at 
2l0°—240° C. The output product is crude methanol 
containing 17% water. An alumina catalyst is then used 
(at 3l0°—320° C. and 26 barg pressure) to create di 
methyl ether. Clearly, high operating temperatures, 
high pressures, and costly equipment are necessary. An 
approach which involves a single-stage direct conver 
sion, and in which the energy which is to be supplied to 
a reaction is speci?cally used to accomplish the molecu~ 
lar conversion, with a minimum Waste as heat, would 
represent an improvement. 
The electrical method brie?y described above offers 

signi?cant improvements in that low pressures (such as 
0.001 to 0.1 bar) and room temperatures are involved. 
The use of oxygen is not essential, and water need not 
be part of the reaction unless speci?ed output products 
containing oxygen are desired. 
A limitation on the electrical device, however, is that 

a lower throughput of molecules is inherent at lower 
pressures, so that an equipment designer will naturally 
attempt to choose the operation pressure of the electri 
cal device to be as high as possible, consistent with a 
speci?c conversion reaction. Each impact of ion and 
electron on the tubular reaction surfaces will result in a 
portion of the impact energy being converted into ther 
mal energy in the material beneath the surface. A large 
value of pressure implies more ion impacts and more 
conversion reactions per second. and more heat (ran 
dom thermal energy) generated in the material. The 
semiconducting material on the inside surfaces of the 
tubular elements may, in certain cases, have a negative 
temperature coef?cient of resistance, so that high pres 
sure operation would lead to heating, lower resistance, 
and higher leakage currents through the semiconductor 
layers. This may lead to self-heating and thermal run 
away of the semiconductor layer, followed by destruc 
tion of electrical continuity through the layer. Proper 
choice of materials can prevent this effect. but it is the 
object of this invention to provide an alternative array 
of electrodes so that the semiconducting layer is not 
needed. Thus, higher pressure and higher throughput 
operation is facilitated. 

It is also possible that in the aforementioned electrical 
device, operating at high pressures, that the high den 
sity of ions in the high-pressure ends of the tubular 
elements could give rise to an electric ?eld distribution 
which would depend upon space charge density, which 
in turn could lead to plasma instabilities and the onset of 
acr discharge phenomena. In an ideal device, the inten 
sity of the electric ?eld strength would be controlled by 
external means, and would be time-variable and spatial 
ly-variable according to an adaptive and progressively 
more optimal pattern of applied external voltages. With 
the tubular elements and their semiconductor layer, this 
is dif?cult to accomplish inasmuch as only one voltage 
is imposed across the ends ofthe tubes. With this inven 
tion hereinafter described. this limitation is removed. 
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Although the foregoing discussion of molecular con 
version is oriented towards hydrocarbon gaseous con 
version, it is obvious that compound gases containing 
other elements, such as oxygen, chlorine, flourine. bro 
mine. nitrogen, sulfur, hydrogen, silicon, and other 
elements could be changed in composition in order to 
accomplish certain bene?ts, such as the diminution of 
toxicity prior to release into the natural environment. or 
the alteration of composition so as to render harmful 
gases into harmless liquids or gases prior to release into 
the environment. Accordingly, it is an object of this 
invention to provide an electrical device which will 
accomplish the function of combining molecules of low 
molecular weight into molecules of higher molecular 
weight. A further object of the invention is to provide 
an electrical device for separating molecules of higher 
molecular weight into other molecules of lower molec 
ular weight. Moreover, an additional object of the in 
vention is to provide an electrical device for combining 
two or more different molecular species into new mo 
lecular species. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Brie?y the present invention comprises an array of 
dynodes, made of metal, or of glass or ceramic with 
metal coatings. The term "dynode" is intended to mean 
any type of electrode which, upon being struck at by a 
single electron, yields several electrons. By applying a 
voltage between one dynode and an adjacent dynode, 
an electric ?eld is established between dynode surfaces. 
A source of electrons is located at or just outside of the 
negatively-connected side of the dynode array, and 
these electrons are accelerated towards the ?rst dy 
node. striking its surface with energies which may range 
from several electron volts to more than a hundred 
electron volts. For electron flow, gas pressures of less 
than I Torr are usually used, although operation at 
pressures several orders of magnitude higher is possible 
if volume electron/ion interaction effects are to be used 
for a supplemental improvement in operation. A gas 
which is to be converted is admitted into the chamber 
on the side of the dynode array which is opposite the 
electron source. Diffusion of the source gas into the 
dynode array takes place, with absorption of the gas 
molecules on the surfaces of the dynodes. Upon impact 
of the electrons upon the surfaces of the dynodes, sev 
eral processes take place. the most obvious of which is 
the disruption of molecular bonding of the absorbed 
gas. In the case of methane source gas, a hydrogen ion 
is created, H3O, which immediately is separated from its 
parent molecule by the action of the electric ?eld. Hy 
drogen ions thus created are accelerated away from the 
dynode upon which they were created, moving 
towards the adjacent. more negative dynode. Upon 
impact at the adjacent dynode, the hydrogen ion dis 
rupts the bonding of the methane molecules there, and 
serves as an additional electron source via ion-induced 
secondary electron emission. The impact of electrons 
also creates secondary electron emission, with a net 
gain in electron ?ux along the dynode array. Further 
more, once methane molecules are stripped of one or 
more hydrogen atoms, and have been released from the 
dynode surface by the energy associated with electron 
or ion impact, they are accelerated towards the positive 
end of the dynode array. In such a state of ionization. 
they will bond readily to other similar species, and to 
neutrals, upon collision with them, and the formation of 
carbon-carbon bonds is probable. By the repeated appli 
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4 
cation ofthis process in a methane source gas, formation 
of higher-order mixtures of paraf?ns, aromatics. olefins, 
and polyenes takes place. A physical separation of the 
available hydrogen from the newly-formed higher 
order hydrocarbon products is made possible by the 
electric ?eld. Charge exchange is possible because of 
the ?ow of electrons through space, and the flow of 
electrical current through the metallic surfaces of the 
dynodes. Energy for the dissociation is provided by the 
electric ?elds between dynodes, which accelerates elec 
trons, hydrogen ions, and complex hydrocarbon ions. 
Energy transfer is by direct impact at the surfaces of the 
dynodes. Volume interaction effects also take place at 
higher pressures, with similar results. Both chemi 
absorbed molecules and physically absorbed molecules 
at the dynode surfaces are affected and transformed by 
the electron impact process. The higher-order mole 
cules are electrically moved to the region of higher inlet 
gas pressure, where they are carried by the inlet gas 
pressure gradient laterally to an outlet stream. A con 
densation stage then removes the higher-order species 
and the residual methane may be recirculated through 
the device. The same device, if operated in a high elec 
tron ?ux mode, could decompose high-order hydrocar 
bon molecules deposited on the surfaces of the dynodes 
and a separate collecting electrode held at a slightly 
positive voltage would attract such fragments. In this 
mode, lower molecular weight species could be pro 
duced from large molecules. It is clear that the admis 
sion of gaseous mixtures into this apparatus would result 
in a variety of output compounds, with a very large 
number of possibilities which could be considered. It is 
also clear that the hydrogen ions emerging from the 
region of the most negative dynode could be either 
pumped away or could be used to fragment large 
molecular-weight hydrocarbon molecules via either a 
surface interaction or a volume interaction. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a section view of a simpli?ed reaction cham 
ber of a first embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is an end section view of part of the parallel 

array of tubes comprising one dynode of the‘?rst em 
bodiment; and ~ 
FIG. 3 is a section view of one such tube with an 

angle between dynode face and tube axis of the first 
embodiment; 
FIG. 4 illustrates examples of nine dynodes of a third 

embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a dynode of a fourth 

embodiment of the present invention; and 
FIG. 6 illustrates examples of four dynodes of a ?fth 

embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the drawings and, in particular, to 
FIG. 1, ,there is shown an electrical device 10 for con 
version of hydrocarbon molecular weights using dy 
nodes, comprising a chamber 12 with walls constructed 
of glass, ceramic, or metal, with an inlet gas source 27, 
an outlet gas port 28, and a hydrogen outlet gas port 29. 
Disposed upon or near the inside wall of chamber 12 is 
an electrode 26 constructed of metal, and on the oppo 
site side of chamber 12 is another electrode 22 con‘ 
structed of metal or a suitable semiconducting material, 
which can serve as an electron source. Within the cen 

tral part of chamber 12 is mounted a plurality of tubular 
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dynode elements 30. Each dynode element comprises 
metallic tubes 33 which are joined together along their 
outer boundaries in an array so that the axes of the tubes 
33 are co-parallel. The tubular elements 32 comprise 
metal, such as nickel or tantalum. and are bound to 
gether by brazing at their boundaries 36. as shown in 
FIG. 2. The interior of the tubes 32 are open cylinders 
34 with interior surfaces 35 which have secondary-elec 
tron-emitting properties. High secondary electron emis 
sion yields may be obtained, for example, from layers of 
a silver-magnesium alloy or a copper-beryllium alloy. 
There is an angle between the tubes’ axes 33 and the 
face 40 of the dynode array which is at least as large as 
the arc cosine of d/l, where d is the individual tube 
diameter and l is the individual tube length. 
Each dynode 30 is separated from the adjacent dy 

nodes by a suitable spacing. and each dynode is sepa 
rately connected electrically to a metallic connection 
which penetrates the insulating part of the enclosure. 
For each pair of dynodes 30 a potential source 41 is 
required. Each pair of adjacent dynodes 30 has a sepa 
rate potential source 41 connected between them. Also, 
source 44 is connected from the ?nal dynode 30 to 
electrode 26, and source 43 is connected from electrode 
22 to ?rst dynode 30. Connection of these sources 
through a glass or ceramic chamber 12 is shown, 
whereas if a metallic chamber wall is used, separate 
insulative feed-through connections through the cham 
ber wall would be required. 

Brie?y describing the operation of the device in the 
mode which increases hydrocarbon molecular weights, 
the input gas such as methane CH4 is admitted through 
port 27 into the chamber 10. with an ambient pressure of 
104’ to 1 Torr, for example. Diffusion of the gas into 
tubes 32 of each dynode occurs, with some of the gas 
absorbing on the interior walls 35. Electrons originating 
either from the electron source 22, or from ?eld emis 
sion from the metallic coating on face 22. or from cos 
mic rays, photoemission. or other natural sources, are 
accelerated along the length of'the region from source 
22 to ?rst dynode 30, striking the interior walls 35 with 
substantial energies such as 10 to 100 electron volts. The 
range of energy values is adjustable with potential 
source 43. A sequence of cascading impacts takes place, 
which will be described below in detail, which removes 
hydrogen ions from the absorbed molecules, and allows 
hydrogen ions to move in the open cylinders 34 towards 
source 22, while at the same time allows negatively 
charged hydrocarbon ions to move in the open cylin 
ders 34 towards the next adjacent dynode 30. Subse 
quent impact of these hydrocarbon ions with other 
similar charged or neutral species on adjacent dynode 
30 causes combination into larger hydrocarbon mole 
cules, which emerge from the face 40 of ?nal dynode 30 
and are pumped away into outlet 28. Concurrently, the 
extracted hydrogen ions are carried by the electric ?eld 
due to potential source 43 towards source 22 where 
they combine with others of the same species and are 
pumped away into outlet 29. A partition 37 of the cham 
ber 10 prevents mixing of hydrogen with hydrocarbons. 
Some of the inlet methane will pass, by diffusion, di 
rectly into outlet port 28 and will be separated in subse- 
quent condensation stages from the heavier hydrocar 
bon molecules formed by the device operation. after 
which the methane may be recirculated back into the 
inlet stream which feeds port 27. _ 
To further elaborate upon the details of the separa 

tion and recombination mechanism, with reference to 
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6 
FIG. 3. the methane molecules 55 may be considered to 
be absorbed upon the interior walls 34 in a strong. 
chemi-sorbed bond, which pertains to a surface mono 
layer, and also in a weaker, multi-molecular-layer bond 
for additional molecules. When interior surfaces 35 are 
struck by an incident electron 51 with energy in the 
range 10 to 100 electron volts, a variety of processes are 
initiated. Some of the incident electron 51 energy goes 
to create secondary electrons 57 which are emitted 
from the wall 35 and which are accelerated in complex 
trajectories 58 to perpetuate the process at the next 
impact on the next dynode 30 with wall 350. In order to 
extract the secondary electrons thus created in dynode 
30, the distorted electric ?eld associated with the pres 
ence of the open aperture at the end of the tubes 33 must 
extend nearly to the region of secondary electron cre 
ation, which in turn is within about one to two diame 
ters of the electron-input side of the dynode 32. Thus, 
the length l of the tubular elements 33 will be only 2 to 
perhaps 5 times the diameter d of a tubular ion 52 from 
an absorbed gas molecule 55, also creating a negatively 
charged hydrocarbon ion 53, for example CH3 or CH2. 
Some of the incident electron 51 energy imparts suf? 
cient kinetic energy to these ions 52 and 53 so that they 
depart from their surface creation site and are acceler 
ated along the electric ?eld direction, in complex 
curved paths. The hydrogen ion 52 will subsequently 
strike an adjacent dynode tube wall 35 with suf?cient 
energy to create secondary electrons which will con 
tribute to the electron cascade required for the process; 
this is a positive ion feedback effect. The same impact of 
hydrogen ion 52 on wall 35 will also provide suf?cient 
energy to disrupt the bonding of one or several gas 
molecules 55 absorbed at that site, thus creating more 
positive hydrogen ions and negative hydrocarbon ions 
which are released from that site and which are acceler 
ated in opposite directions. thus contributing to the 
process. The hydrocarbon ion 53, acquiring kinetic 
energy along its path, strikes an adjacent dynode tube 
wall 35 with energy suf?cient to disrupt bonds of mole 
cules 55 at the site of impact, permitting the formation 
of a carbon-carbon bond at that site, and thus the cre 
ation of a higher weight hydrocarbon molecule. At the 
site of formation of the carbon-carbon bond, other pro 
cesses such as secondary electron production, and hy 
drogen ion production also may be expected to take 
place. In some cases, the higher-weight hydrocarbon 
may not leave the wall 35 immediately upon creation 
but will be dislodged by a subsequent electron or ion 
impact. The net trend of these processes may be summa 
rized by noting that (a) electron and ion kinetic energy 
is applied to the surface zone where the hydrocarbon 
molecules are absorbed; (b) rupture of at least one of the 
hydrocarbon bonds leads to a species separation by 
means of the electric ?eld; (c) the arrival of an energetic 
hydrocarbon ion at the surface zone further disrupts 
absorbed molecules and causes them to form carbon 
carbon bonds; and (d) higher weight molecules are 
moved, as ions, in a direction opposite that of the excess 
hydrogen, to the end of the device where they are 
pumped out. 

Replenishment of methane molecules 55 on the sur 
face will take place rapidly by diffusion and deposition 
from the gas phase present in the tube. Some degree of 
interaction between charged particles and neutral mole 
cules in the volume space of the tube will also take 
place, with charge-separation and species separation 
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trends as described for the walls 35, further enhancing 
the process. 
The proper amount of charge required for electron 

current conservation at each impact site is provided by 
the metal dynodes 32. 
The paths of the electrons and of the ions, as de 

scribed above, have a length which depends upon the 
dynode-to-dynode electric ?eld strength, upon the ini 
tial kinetic energy of the particles, and their direction of 
emission from the surface. Inasmuch as the impact-crea 
tion of these charged particles involves the combination 
of many random processes within the wall 35, the direc 
tion and initial kinetic energy of the particles will follow 
a statistical distribution function. The alternate orienta 
tion of the axes of the tubes in adjacent dynodes is 
chosen so that ion impact is assured on each dynode, 
and therefore electrons and ions are not passing through 
a dynode cylinder without impacting the interior sur 
face 35 of a tubular element 32. 
Other dynode shapes are possible. For example as 

shown in FIG. 4, a dynode may be constructed of an 
array of ?at strips of metal, with the faces co-parallel 
and inclined at an angle, resembling the well~known 
“Venetian-blind.“ Each such “Venetian-blind" dynode 
would have the main length direction of the strips ori 
ented orthogonal to the length direction in the adjacent 
dynodes. Other possible dynode shapes include, for 
example, an array of intersecting strips which form 
squares (FIG. 5), or plates with an array of conical holes 
drilled or punched into their surface (FIG. 6). 

Inasmuch as the present invention is subject to many 
variations, modi?cations. and changes in detail, it is 
intended that all subject matter discussed above or 
shown in the accompanying drawings be interpreted as 
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. Such modi?ca 
tions and variations are included within the scope of this 
invention as de?ned by the following claims. 
We claim: 
1. An apparatus for converting a ?rst substance hav 

ing a ?rst molecular weight into a second substance 
having a second molecular weight, the apparatus com 
prising: 

a ?rst dynode having a ?rst end and a second end, 
said ?rst dynode including an electrically-conduc 
tive material, or either glass or ceramic with an 
electrically-conductive coating; 

a second dynode having a ?rst and second end, the 
?rst end of said second dynode being separated 
from the second end of said ?rst dynode, said sec 
ond dynode including an electrically-conductive 
material, or either glass or ceramic with an electri 
cally-conductive coating; 

means for supplying the ?rst substance to said- ?rst 
and second dynodes; and 

means, connected to said ?rst and second dynodes, 
for establishing a ?rst potential throughout the 
electrically-conductive material or electrically 
conductive coating of said ?rst dynode and a sec 
ond potential, different from said ?rst potential, 
throughout the electrically-conductive material or 
electrically-conductive coating of said second dy 
node to establish an electric ?eld across the separa 
tion between the second end of said ?rst dynode 
and the ?rst end of said second dynode and to 
convert the ?rst substance into the second sub 
stance. 
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2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of said ?rst 

and second dynodes comprises at least one tubular ele 
ment. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein said tubular 
elements have a length and a diameter, said length being 
2—5 times larger than said diameter. 

.4. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein each of said 
tubular elements has a central axis, and wherein said 
?rst and second dynodes are arranged such that their 
respective central axes are at different orientations. 

5. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein said electric ?eld 
extends into at least a portion of each of said tubular 
elements. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of said ?rst 
and second dynodes comprises ?at strips arranged mu 
tually co-parallel in both a main length direction and in 
a width direction. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of said ?rst 
and second dynodes comprises ?at strips arranged to 
form at least one tubular element having a polygonal 
cross-section. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of said ?rst 
and second dynodes comprises a plate having at least 
one conical opening formed therethrough. 

9. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 
a third dynode having a ?rst end and a second end, 

the ?rst end of said third dynode being separated 
from the second end of said second dynode, said 
third dynode including an electrically-conductive 
material, or either glass or ceramic with an electri 
cally-conductive coating; 

a fourth dynode having a ?rst end and a second end', 
the ?rst end of said fourth dynode being separated 
from the second end of said third dynode, said 
fourth dynode including an electrically-conductive 
material, or either glass or ceramic with an electri 
cally-conductive coating; 

means, connected to said second and third dynodes, 
for establishing a third potential, different from said 
second potential, throughout the electrically-con 
ductive material or electrically-conductive coating 
of said third dynode to establish an electric ?eld 
across the separation between the second end of 
said second dynode and the ?rst end of said third 
dynode and convert the ?rst substance into the 
second substance; and 

means, connected to said third and fourth dynodes, 
for establishing a fourth potential, different from 
said third potential, throughout the electrically 
conductive material or electrically-conductive 
coating of said fourth dynode to establish an elec 
tric ?eld across the separation between the second 
end of said third dynode and the ?rst end of said 
fourth dynode and to convert the ?rst substance 
into the second substance. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein each of said 
?rst, second, third and fourth dynodes comprises a 
tubular element, each of said tubular elements having a 
central axis, and wherein said tubular elements are ar 
ranged such that their respective axes have selected 
orientations. 

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein each of said 
?rst and fourth dynodes comprises ?at strips arranged 
mutually coparallel in both a main length direction and 
a width direction. 

12. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein each of said 
?rst, second, third and fourth dynodes comprises ?at 
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strips arranged to form at least one tubular element 
having a polygonal cross-section. 

13. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein each of said 
?rst, second, third and fourth dynodes comprises a plate 
having at least one conical opening formed there 
through, 

14. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said means for 
establishing an electric ?eld includes means for time 
varying and/or spatially-varying said electric ?eld. 

15. An apparatus for converting a ?rst substance 
having a ?rst molecular weight into a second substance 
having a second molecular weight, the apparatus com 
prising: 

a ?rst array, said ?rst array including a plurality of 
dynodes each having a ?rst end and a second end, 
said dynodes of said ?rst array including an electri 
cally-conductive material, or either glass or ce 
ramic with an electrically-conductive coating: 

a second array, said second array including a plurality 
of dynodes each having a ?rst end and a second 
end, the ?rst ends of said dynodes of said second 
array being separated from the second ends of said 
dynodes of said ?rst array, said dynodes of said 
second array including an electrically-conductive 

~ material, or either glass or ceramic with an electri 
cally-conductive coating: 

means for supplying the ?rst substance to said ?rst 
and second arrays; and 

means, connected to said ?rst and second arrays, for 
establishing a ?rst potential throughout the electri 
cally-conductive materials or electrically-conduc 
tive coatings of said plurality of dynodes of said 
?rst array and a second potential, different from 
said ?rst potential, throughout the electrically-con 
ductive materials or electrically-conductive coat 
ings of said plurality of dynodes of said second 
array to establish an electric ?eld across the separa 
tion between the second ends of said dynodes of 
said ?rst array and the ?rst ends of said dynodes of 
said second array and to convert the ?rst substance 
into the second substance. 

16. The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising: 
a third array, said third array including a plurality of 
dynodes each having a ?rst end and a second end, 
the ?rst ends of said dynodes of said third array 
being separated from the second ends of said dy 
nodes of said second array, said dynodes of said 
third array including an electrically-conductive 
material, or either glass or ceramic with an electri 
cally-conductive coating: 

a fourth array, said fourth array including a plurality 
of dynodes each having a ?rst end and a second 
end, the ?rst ends of said dynodes of said fourth 
array being separated from the second ends of~said 
dynodes of said third array, said dynodes of said 
fourth array including an electrically-conductive 
material, or either glass or ceramic with an electri 
cally-conductive coating; 

means, connected to said second and thirdlarrays, for 
establishing a third potential, different from said 
second potential, throughout the electrically-con 
ductive materials or electrically~conductive coat 
ings of said plurality of dynodes of said third array 
to establish an electric ?eld across the separation 
between the second ends of said dynodes of said 
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second array and the ?rst ends of said dynodes of 
said third array and to convert the ?rst substance 
into the second substance: and 

means, connected to said third and fourth arrays, for 
establishing a fourth potential, different from said 
third potential, throughout the electrically-conduc 
tive materials or electrically-conductive coatings 
of said plurality of dynodes of said fourth array to 
establish an electric ?eld across the separation be 
tween the second ends of said dynodes of said third 
array and the ?rst ends of said dynodes of said 
fourth array and to convert the ?rst substance into 
the second substance. 

17, In an apparatus including a ?rst dynode having a 
?rst end and a second end and a second dynode having 
a ?rst end and a second end, the ?rst end of the second 
dynode being separated from the second end of the ?rst 
dynode, and each of the ?rst and second dynodes in 
cluding an electrically-conductive material, or either 
glass or ceramic with an electrically-conductive coat 
ing, a method, performed by the apparatus, for convert 
ing a ?rst substance having a ?rst molecular weight into 
a second substance having a second molecular weight. 
the method comprising the steps of: 

supplying the ?rst substance to the ?rst and second 
dynodes; and 

establishing a ?rst potential throughout the electrical 
ly-conductive material or electrically-conductive 
coating of said ?rst dynode and a second potential, 
different from said ?rst potential, throughout the 
electrically-conductive material or electrically 
conductive coating of said second dynode to estab 
lish an electrical ?eld across the separation be 
tween the second end of the ?rst dynode and the 
?rst end of the second dynode and to convert the 
?rst substance into the second substance. 

18. In an apparatus including a ?rst array having a 
plurality of dynodes each having a ?rst end and a sec 
ond end. and a second array including a plurality of 
dynodes each having a ?rst end and a second end. the 
?rst ends ofthe plurality of dynodes ofthe second array 
being separated from the second ends of the plurality of 
dynodes of the ?rst array, and the plurality of dynodes 
of the ?rst and second arrays including an electrically 
conductive material, or either glass or ceramic with an 
electrically~conductive coating. a method. performed 
by the apparatus, for converting a ?rst substance having 
a ?rst molecular weight into a second substance having 
a second molecular weight, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

supplying the ?rst substance to the ?rst and second 
arrays; and 

establishing a ?rst potential throughout the electrical 
ly-conductive materials or electrically-conductive 
coatings of said plurality of dynodes of said ?rst 
array and a second potential, different from said 
?rst potential, throughout the electrically-conduc 
tive. materials or electrically-conductive coatings 
of said plurality of dynodes of said second array to 
establish an electric ?eld across the separation be 
tween the second ends of the plurality of dynodes 
of the ?rst array and the ?rst ends of the plurality 
of dynodes of the second array and to convert the 
?rst substance into the second substance. 
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