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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JAMES WEST, a citizen of 

the United States, residing at Aken, in the 
county of Shelby and State of Texas, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Egg-Crates; and I do declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable'others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 

- companying drawings, and to the ?gures of 
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reference marked thereon,which form a part 
of this speci?cation. . - 

My ‘invention relates to crates for ‘trans 
porting eggs and has for its object to provide 
an improved crate formed of hinged sec 
tions, the middle section being composed of 
a solid block with cavities top and bottom 
corresponding with cavities formed in the 
lower and the top surface respectively of the 
upper and the lower portions which ?t on op 
posite sides of the middle solid portion, the 
said three portions or sections being hinged 
together and provided with a suitable fasten 
ing such as described hereinafter for secur 
ing the sections together. 

It has furthermore fori ts object to provide 
an improved cushioning material which pos 
sesses strength and softness of ?ber adapted 
to be applied to afford the greatest protection 
to the eggs inclosed within the crate. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing 

and such other objects as may hereinafter 
appear the invention consists in the construc 
tion and combination of parts hereinafter 
particularly'described and then sought to be 
speci?cally de?ned by the claims, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings 
forming a part hereof in which— 
Figure 1 is'a perspective of the crate in its 

locked condition ready for transportation. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical cross section through the 
crate. Fig. 3 is an end view of the crate 
showing the sections in an open position. 
Fig. 4 is a perspective of a portion of two of 
the sections showing the cushioning material 
applied thereto with corners thereof raised 
the better to illustrate the same; and Fig. 5 
is a transverse section through one of the 
sections of the crate also showing the im 
proved cushioning material with one edge 

raised and the two parts of the fabric sepa 
rated the better to illustrate the same. 
In the drawings the numeral 1 designates 

the central section of the crate which‘ is 55 ~ ' 

formed preferably of a solid block. of_ wood’ 
having bored or otherwise formed 1n its up 
per and also in its lower surface, CaVItlGS 2 
so as to leave an intermediate solid port1on'3 
between the cavities formed upon the top of 60 
the section and the cavities formed on the‘ 
bottom thereof. To one edge of the upper 
portion of the middle section there is hinged 
a section 4 adapted to lie across the top of 
the middle section and formed on its under 65 
surface with a series of cavities 5 designed to 
?t over the cavities 2 formed in the top sur 
face of the middle section. To one edge of the 
lower portion of the middle section 1 there 
is hinged a third section 6 adapted to lie 70 
across the bottom surface of the middle sec 
tion, which section 6' is formed with a series 
of cavities 7 adapted to ?t over the cavities 
2 formed in the under surface of the middle 
section 1. 
together as described form a crate composed 
of a series of sections operating on the prin 
ciple of a series of leaves so that one section 
can be folded back and the eggs taken from 
the cavities of the middle section and after 80 
that the middle section be folded back and 
the eggs taken from the cavities in‘ the bot 
tom section of the crate. ' 
This crate is bound by metallic strips or 

bands 8 which extend across the outer face of 85 
the top and bottom section and brace the 
same. To these metallic strips 8 there are 
hinged by any suitable connection metallic 
strips 9 adapted to be folded across one side 
of the three sections so as to lap one strap 90 
upon the other as indicated in Fig. 1 of the 
drawings, the said hinged straps being pro 
vided with elongated slots 10 for the passage 
therethrough of eyes or staples 11 projecting 
from the front face of the middle section 1; 95 
These eyes or staples 11 are designed to re 
ceive slidable fastenings 12, each composed 
of a metallic loop adapted'at theirlarger ends 
to ?t around a pin or staple 13 projecting 
from the face of the middle section which will [00 
serve as a guide for said fastenings and also 
serve to hold the same in position. The 

These sections formed and hinged 75 
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smaller ends of the fastenings are adapted to 
pass through the eyes or staples 11 as indi 
cated in Fig.1 so ‘as to secure the hinged 
straps 9 and thus securely lock the crate for 
transportation. The fastenings 12 are each 
provided with a pin 14 designed to be grasped 
by the hand so as to slide the fastenings back 
and forth in unlocking and locking the crate. 
In order to protect the eggs against break 

age or injury while being transported, I have 
devised an improved material whichfpossesses 
not only the qualities of softness possessed 
by cotton batting but also possesses the qual 
ity of strength which is imparted by means 
of a cotton or cloth fabric. This cushioning 
material as intimated is composed of a layer 
of cotton batting 15 of suitable thickness 
across the surface of which is laid a textile 
fabric 16 so that while I will get the softness 
of cotton batting I will also get the strength 
of a textile fabric. This cushioning fabric 
formed as described is laid across the faces of 
the cavities and a portion thereof is pressed 
into each cavity so as to form a support for 
the eggs placed in the cavities and a bear 
ing surface on the other side where the eggs 
project into the upper cavities. The fabric 
formed and applied as described not only at‘ 
fords a most e?ectual cushioning for the eggs 
on all sides of their surfaces but also possesses 
the quality of yielding to a greater or less ex 
tent to pressure exerted thereon so that the 
fabric will lie at some distance from the walls 
of the cavities as indicated in the portion of 
the lowersection of the bottom of the crate, yet 
when the eggs are placed in the cavities this 
fabric will yield both at the bottom and top 
to the pressure of the eggs and thus serve to 
exert a yielding pressure on all surfaces of 
the eggs and in that way more securely and 
?rmly hold the same in place while at the 
same time protecting the sides against any 
shocks or jars that would tend to crack the 
shells of the eggs. 

This crate can be made at comparatively 
little cost and is not only simple in construc 
tion but strong and durable and can be used 
many times. It will also be observed from 
the construction described that there is 
formed a solid wall or ?lling between the top 
and bottom layers of the eggs, said ?lling be 
ing a portion however of the central section 
of the crate which receives a portion of each 
of the eggs top and bottom. 

I have described what I consider to be the 

best construction of the details of the several 
parts illustrated but it is obvious that varia 
tions may be made in some of the details 
without departing from the spirit of my in 
vention. 
Having described my invention and set 

forth its merits, what I claim is-— 
1. The egg crate composed of a series of 

sections hinged together to form leaves adapt 
ed to fold one upon the other, the middle sec 
tion being formed of a single piece with cavi 
ties in its upper and lower surfaces, and the 
top and bottom sections having cavities in 
their lower and upper surfaces respectively 
to register with the cavities in the top and 
bottom surfaces of the middle section, a 
cushioning materiallying across said cavities 
so as normally to leave a space between it 
and the walls of the cavities whereby when 
the eggs are placed in the cavities the cush 
ioning material will be distended and exert 
a yielding or elastic pressure upon the eggs, 
and means for fastening the sections to 
gether, substantially as and for the purposes 
described. 

2. The combination of the egg crate com 
posed of a series of hinged sections and hav 
ing cavities for the reception of the eggs, 
hinged clasps attached to both of the outer 
sections and formed with slots adapted to 
register and to receive staples projecting 
from one of the sections of the crate, and fas 
tenings composed of slidable looped pieces 
?tting over a pin at their larger ends and pro 
vided with projecting ?ngers for sliding the 
sections back and forth, substantially as and 
for the purposes described. 

3. The egg crate formed with a series of 
cavities for the reception of eggs provided 
with a cushioning material composed of a 
layer of cotton batting covered by a protect 
ing layer of textile fabric, the two layers ly 
ing face to face and extended in a continuous 
piece across the egg cavities to form a soft 
elastic cushioning to the cavities and where 
by the cotton batting is prevented from mat 
ting, substantially as and for the purposes 
described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES WEST. 
Witnesses: 

H. F. DUNSON, 
H. V. FALL. 
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