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ROLLED TAPE-LIKE CONFECIIONERY 
PRODUCT IN A DISPENSER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the ?eld of packages 
which also serve as dispensers for food products. More 
particularly, the invention relates to a package and 
dispenser for a rolled confectionery product. For con 
venience, the term dispenser, as used in the speci?cation 
and appended claims, will refer to a product which is 
both a package and a dispenser. 

Confectionery products, such as chewing gum, have 
been molded, extruded or otherwise shaped into various 
forms over the years. It is generally known that provid 
ing confectionery products, such as bubble gum, in 
novelty shapes or forms can lead to enhanced market 
ability of such a product, particularly with younger 
consumers. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,882,175, assigned to the same assignee 
as the present application, discloses a method and appa 
ratus for forming a confectionery product into a rolled 
tape. The assignee of the present invention has mar 
keted such a product under the trademark “Bubble 
Tape.” In particular, the product consists of six feet of 
chewing gum rolled up and packaged in a relatively ?at 
cylindrical cup, such as that shown in FIG. 8 of the ’l75 
patent. 
Although mention was made in the speci?cation of 

the ’l75 patent of using “a more sophisticated plastic 
dispenser” (Col. 6, lines 7—8), no design for such a dis 
penser was shown. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Briefly stated, the present invention is a package and 
dispenser for a rolled, tape-like confectionery product. 
The dispenser includes a housing means which has top, 
bottom and side wall means. There is an opening in the 
side wall means adapted to allow an end of the confec 
tionery product to pass through. The dispenser also 
includes a hinged means with a hinged end located on 
one side of the opening. Cutting means are provided on 
the other side of the opening for contacting and cutting 
the confectionery product. Locking means are also 
provided for locking the hinged means in a closed posi 
tion covering the opening. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment, the top 
and bottom walls are circular and the side wall is cylin- 
drical. Also, the cutting means is preferably formed by 
a knife edge on the side wall and an anvil surface on the 
hinged means. 
The present invention offers the advantage of provid 

ing a novel package and dispenser for a confectionery 
product which is itself in a relatively novel form, i.e. a 
rolled up tape. The novelty of the dispenser adds to the 
novelty of the total product, and thus can enhance its 
marketability, particularly with younger consumers. ‘ 
The present invention is also advantageous in that the 

hinged member serves the two functions of cutting 
segments of the confectionery product, and of closing 
the dispenser when not in use. 
The present invention, together with attendant ob 

jects and advantages, will be best understood with ref 
erence to the detailed description below read in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention with the lid open. 
FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 with the lid closed. 
FIG. 3 is a top view of the embodiment of FIG. 1 

with the lid open. 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 4—4 

of FIG. 3. 
FIG. 4a is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 4 

with the lid closed. 
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 5-5 

of FIG. 3. 
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 6-6 

of FIG. 3. 
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 7—7 

of FIG. 6. 
FIGS. 8-10 are cross-sectional views showing the 

operation of the preferred embodiment. 
FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view showing an altema 

tive embodiment. 
FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view showing another 

alternative embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 is a perspective 
view showing the most preferred package and dispenser 
11 for the rolled confectionery product 13. As noted 
above, the term dispenser will refer to this item which is 
both a package and a dispenser. Most preferably, the 
dispenser will contain a six foot roll of chewing gum. 
Alternatively, other confectionery products, such as 
taffy, caramel, or chewing candy can be used so long as 
they are provided in the form of a rolled tape. 

Preferably, the dispenser will be sold with the confec 
tionery product inside and thus will be considered a 
disposable package. Alternatively, the dispenser can be 
sold separately and/or be re-used by the consumer. 
Preferably, the dispenser will be injection molded from 
an inexpensive plastic such as polypropylene. Most 
preferably, the container walls will be about 0.040" 
thick. 
The dispenser 11 includes a housing which has a top 

15, a bottom 17, and a side wall 19. In this preferred 
embodiment, the housing is in the form of a cylindrical 
can. In particular, the top and bottom are generally 
circular, and the side wall is cylindrical. Other shapes of 
housing may also be employed. For example, the tops 
and bottom can be in the shaped of a triangle, square, 
pentagon, hexagon, etc. However, because the confec 
tionery product is in the form of a rolled tape, i.e. circu 
lar, the cylindrical shape for the housing is preferred 
over these other shapes. 
As can be seen, the preferred side wall 19 is in the 

form of a single wall with a substantially uniform thick 
ness. As a result, the inside shape of the side wall is 
similar to the outside shape. In alternative embodi 
ments, the side wall can have a varying thickness so 
that, for example, the housing can have a cylindrical 
shaped cavity and have a different shaped outside. In 
.other alternative embodiments, the side wall can be 
formed of two walls to achieve the same effect, i.e. an 
outside with a different shape than the cavity within. 
Nevertheless, because the dispenser is preferably a dis 
posable package, and because confectionery products 
are typically low cost items, it is preferred to make the 
dispenser as inexpensively as possible. Thus, a single 
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wall side wall with a generally uniform thickness is 
preferred. 

Referring also to FIGS. 4 and 4a, the top 15 includes 
a ridge 16 which fits inside the side wall 19. Referring 
also to FIGS. 6 and 7, the top also includes prongs 23 
which are interference fit into cavities 25 on the side 
wall. The ridge 16 and the prongs 23 give a secure 
closure. 

In the most preferred embodiment, the top 15 is con 
nected to the side wall 19 through a hinge 21. In this 
way, the dispenser can be made in a single piece, thus 
reducing the cost of producing the dispenser. Alterna 
tively, the top can be made as a separate piece, as shown 
in FIG. 12. 
An opening 31 is formed in the side wall and is of 

sufficient dimensions to allow the leading edge 14 of the 
chewing gum 13 to pass therethrough with ease. 

Referring also to FIGS. 2 and 8-10, it is seen that a 
hinged member 27 is connected to the side wall through 
the hinge 29 located on one side of the opening 31. Tab 
33 operates to bend the gum as the hinged member 27 is 
closed. By making this bend in the gum, the gum is less 
likely to slide back within the housing. Ridges 41 are 
included for this same purpose, namely to prevent the 
gum from sliding back into the housing. 
FIGS. 8-10 illustrate the cutting means of this pre 

ferred embodiment. As can be seen, the means for cut 
ting the confectionery product is provided in the form 
of a knife edge 35 on the side wall a certain distance 
from the opening 31. There is also provided an anvil 
surface 37 on the hinged member 27. As a result, a 
segment of the confectionery product can be cut by first 
opening the hinged member, i.e. swinging it away from 
the side wall. Next, the desired length of product is 
pulled past the knife edge 35. The hinged member is 
then closed, i.e. swung toward the side wall until the 
gum is severed, or is at least scored suf?ciently to allow 
the consumer to pull of the piece easily. 
As best seen in FIGS. 8-10, the side wall on the other 

side of the opening 31 preferably includes a series of 
ridges 41 and the hinged member includes a series of 
ridges 43 which cooperate to grip the chewing gum 
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when the hinged member is in the cutting and closed ' 
position. 
The dispenser also includes means for locking the 

hinged member in the closed position, i.e. against the 
side wall. As mentioned above, it is advantageous that 
the hinged member, not only facilitates cutting of the 
confectionery product, but also is used to cover the 
opening and thus close the dispenser when not in use. 
As seen in FIG. 5, the locking means of this most 

preferred embodiment comprises a tab 51 on the hinged 
member. The tab 51 is located at the top of the hinged 
member and extends toward the side wall. The tab 
includes a ridge 53 which is con?gured so as to slide up 
and over the top edge of the side wall and thus secure 
the hinged member in the closed position. Because the 
material of which this embodiment is made is relatively 
?exible, the hinged member can be released by simply 
pulling it away from the side wall. 
FIG. 11 shows an alternative embodiment wherein 

the knife edge 135 is located on the hinged member 227 
and the anvil surface 137 is located on the sidewall. 
FIG. 12 show another alternative embodiment 

wherein the lid 115 is made as a separate piece from the 
rest of the housing. 

It should be noted that although much of the discus 
sion has involved cylindrical dispenser, other shapes are 
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4 
also within the invention. Also, it is noted that confec 
tionery products other than chewing gum can be pack 
aged in and dispensed from the dispenser of the present 
invention. Certainly, these and all other modi?cations 
which are within the ordinary skill in the art to make 
are considered to lie within the scope of the invention as 
defined by the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A package and dispenser with a rolled, tape~shaped 

length of chewing gum housed therein comprising: 
a housing having a top, bottom and side wall forming 

a chamber; 
a rolled, tape-shaped length of chewing gum within 

the chamber; 
an opening in the side wall of said housing sufficient 

to allow a free end of said chewing gum to pass 
therethrough; 

a hinged member having one end hinged to the side 
wall on one side of said opening and comprising a 
cover portion between said one end and the oppo 
site end of said hinged member; 

a cutter either being part of said hinged member at 
the end of said hinged member opposite said one 
end or being part of said side wall on the side of 
said opening opposite from said one side of said 
opening; 

said cover portion of said hinged member covering 
said opening in said side wall and a length of said 
side wall between said opening and said cutter 
when said hinged member is in a closed position to 
thus close the opening and enclose said gum; 

said cutter on either said hinged member or said side 
wall comprising a knife edge which co-acts with an 
opposing anvil surface on either said side wall or 
said hinged member respectively, such that when 
said free end of said tape-shaped length of chewing 
gum is pulled through said opening to expose a 
desired length and said hinged member is pressed 
down against said chewing gum and said side wall, 
said knife edge and said anvil cooperate to either 
sever said gum or at least sever said gum sufficient 
to allow a consumer to easily pull off a piece of 
gum from said exposed length; 

said length of said side wall and said cover portion 
each further comprising a series of corresponding 
ridges such that when said hinged member is in the 
cutting and closed position, said ridges cooperate 
to grip said chewing gum sufficient to at least 
slightly deform a length of said uncut chewing gum 
that projects outwardly of said opening so as to 
retain said length of chewing gum between said 
corresponding opposing ridges thereby preventing 
the length of chewing gum from passing back into 
said housing. 

2. The package of claim 1 further comprising means 
for locking the hinged member in a closed position, said 
locking means comprising a ?ange on the hinged mem 
ber cooperating with a groove on the sidewall. 

3. The package of claim 1 further comprising means 
for locking the hinged member in a closed position, said 
locking means comprising a tab on the hinged member 
which extends toward the sidewall, said tab including a 
ridge which ridge is adapted to slide up and over an 
edge of the sidewall. 

4. The package of claim 1 wherein the hinged mem 
ber further comprises a tab which projects through the 
opening when the hinged member is in the closed posi 
tion to thereby deform the chewing gum and further 
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not include a spindle about which the rolled, tape 
shaped length of chewing gum is wound. 

6. The package of claim 1 wherein the chewing gum 
is bubble gum. 

S. The package of claim 1 wherein the chamber does 5 " * * * * 

prevent the end of the chewing gum from passing back 

into the chamber. 
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