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PACKAGE FOR PROMOTIONAL OR OTHER 
ARTICLES SUCH AS LOTTERY TICKETS 

This invention relates to packaging for promotional 
or other articles and more particularly to sets of tickets 
concurrently detachable from an integrated package to 
reveal information which was previously concealed by 
the arrangement of tickets within the package. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A variety of overlays exist to mask individual promo 
tional materials, including single lottery tickets, prior to 
a speci?c event such as purchase of the tickets. U.S. Pat. 
No. 3,512,780, for example, discloses a three-panel cou» 
pon blank folded twice and adhered to conceal between 
?rst and second panels a single puzzle piece contained 
on the third panel. The piece may be revealed by tear 
ing interconnecting lines of weakness formed parallel to 
three edges of each panel and then unfolding the blank 
along the fold line which forms a common edge of the 
?rst and second panels. Only then may the piece be 
removed from the blank by tearing its surrounding lines 
of weakness. 

British Patent Speci?cation No. 1,459,343 discloses a 
paper article having upper and lower sections adhered 
at their peripheries, the upper section of which includes 
lines of weakness de?ning a single, multi-panel lottery 
ticket. Information printed on the face of the ticket 
adjacent the lower section is concealed until the ticket is 
removed by tearing the upper section along the lines of 
weakness. Rather than being scored (perforated), how 
ever, at least one edge of each panel must remain con 
nected to a corresponding edge of an adjacent panel or 
panels. The unscored lower section, moreover, remains 
intact during the ticket removal process. 
US. Pat. No. 4,788,153, commonly assigned to Dit 

tler Brothers, Incorporated, illustrates in FIGS. 29-32 a 
single, three-panel promotional article in which initially 
non-adjacent ?rst and third panels contain scored, sepa 
rately removable sections. The scored sections overlay 
one another when the article is folded and, when re 
moved, (ultimately) reveal concealed information or 
indicia contained on the second panel. The second panel 
contains no lines of weakness, however, and is designed 
to remain intact even after the concealed information is 
revealed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a means to package 
sets of promotional or other articles, such as coupons or 
lottery tickets, and conceal information included 
thereon until the articles are removed, typically concur 
rently, from the package. In one embodiment of the 
invention, the package includes four integrated panels 
of equal size, pairs of which panels are separated by 
?rst, second, and third fold lines. The package may be 
folded along the ?rst and third fold lines so that the 
inner face of each panel contacts the inner face of an 
adjacent panel. Folding in this manner conceals infor 
mation printed or otherwise contained on the inner 
faces. The package then may be folded along the second 
fold line so that the exposed outer faces of the remotest 
panels contact, thereby forming a package having the 
length and width of a single panel. Placing adhesive 
around the peripheries of appropriate inner and outer 
faces permits the information to remain concealed until 
the package is opened. Crimping or knurling the periph 
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2 
cry of the folded package provides additional security 
against tampering. 

Sets of tickets or promotional articles equal to the 
number of panels (or multiples thereof) may then be 
formed simultaneously by creating area in the folded 
package completely de?ned by lines of weakness. To 
separate the tickets from the remainder of the package 
and reveal the concealed information, the customer 
merely tears, or "punches out," the tickets along the 
lines of weakness. Other embodiments of the invention 
include packages formed of even numbers of panels 
greater than four (or odd numbers of panels greater than 
or equal to three), providing an almost in?nite variety 
of tickets or promotional articles available in the same 
package. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a package containing multiple tickets or promo 
tional or other articles. 

It is an additional object of the present invention to 
provide a package for concealing information printed 
(or otherwise placed) on the articles until a speci?c 
event such as purchase of the package occurs. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a package permitting the articles to be removed 
concurrently. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a package in which lines of weakness de?ning 
each article may be formed simultaneously. 

Other objects, features, and advantages of the present 
invention will become apparent with reference to the 
remainder of the written portion and drawings of this 
application. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of the inner surface of the strip 
used to form the package of the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the strip of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the strip of FIG. 1 formed 

into the package of the present invention. 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an alternate embodi 

ment of the strip used to form the package of the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

FIGS. 1-3 detail an embodiment of strip 10 used to 
form package 14 of the present invention. Strip 10 may 
be any elongated, opaque material such as paper, foil, or 
a laminated, multi-ply composite of paper, foil, or other 
suitable substrates. In an embodiment of package 14 
consistent with FIGS. 1-3, strip 10 is capable of receiv 
ing ink so that indicia 18 representing lottery or other 
information may be printed thereon. Strip 10 alterna 
tively or additionally may be coated with thermally 
reactive, “scratch off,” or other chemicals or coatings if 
desired. If “scratch off" or similar removable coatings 
or devices are used to mask indicia 18, strip 10 need not 
be opaque. 
As shown in FIGS. 1-2, strip 10 comprises four pan 

els 22A-D of equal size. Panels 22A-D include respec 
tive inner surfaces 24A-D and outer surfaces 25A-D, 
with inner surfaces 24AD de?ned as those visible in 
FIG. 1. Fold line 26 separates adjacent panels 22A and 
22B, while fold line 30 separates adjacent panels 22B 
and 22C. Adjacent panels 22C and 22D are separated by 
fold line 34. Folding along each of fold lines 26, 30, and 
34 causes its adjacent panels 22 to leave the plane of the 
page containing FIG. 1 and move toward the reader. 
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Each panel 22A-D also includes perforations, or lines 
of weakness 38, de?ning its central, or ticket, portion 
42A-D. Tickets 42A-D each include corresponding 
inner surfaces 46A-D, which inner surfaces 46A-D are 
each coincident with a portion of respective inner sur 
faces 24A-D. Tickets 42A-D are designed for use with 
a lottery or to be promotional or other articles remov 
able from package 14 after occurrence of a speci?c 
event (such as purchase of the package). For lottery 
tickets or promotional articles, inner surfaces 46A-D of 
tickets 42A-D typically will include indicia 18, which 
may, but in many cases will not, be identical for each 
ticket 42A-D. 
FIGS. 1-2 detail adhesive 50 placed on inner surfaces 

24B and 24C and outer surface 25A. Adhesive 50, 
which surrounds tickets 42A-C, permits surfaces of 
panels 22A-D to adhere, concealing indicia 18 as appro 
priate and decreasing the likelihood that indicia 18 
could be revealed through tampering prior to purchase 
or other suitable event involving package 14. Adhesive 
50 alternatively may be placed on inner surfaces 24A 
and 24D and outer surface 25D or, if one or more fold 
lines 26, 30, or 34 is modi?ed, alternatively or addition 
ally placed on other inner (24) or outer (25) surfaces. 
FIG. 2 illustrates formation of package 14 from strip 

10. Folding strip 10 along fold line 26 causes panel 22A 
to overlay adjacent panel 22B, with inner surfaces 24A 
and 24B facing each other. Folding (opaque) strip 10 in 
this manner causes ticket 42A to overlay and be aligned 
with adjacent ticket 428 as well, so that adjacent inner 
surfaces 46A and 46B face each other and conceal indi 
cia 18 printed or otherwise contained thereon. Adhe 
sive 50 (placed on panel 223) causes panel 228 to ad 
here to adjacent panel 22A, further helping to conceal 
the indicia 18 and decrease the possibility of tampering 
until tickets 42A and 42B are removed concurrently 
from package 14. 

Folding strip 10 along fold line 34 similarly causes 
panel 22D and ticket 42D to overlay adjacent panel 22C 
and ticket 42C, respectively. As folded in this manner, 
adjacent inner surfaces 46C and 46D too face and align 
with each other and conceal the indicia 18 contained 
thereon. Thus, in the present invention all of the indicia 
18 contained on inner surface 46A-D may be concealed 
merely by folding along fold lines 26 and 34. Adhesive 
50 placed on panel 22C causes it to adhere to panel 22D. 
To complete formation of package 14 (FIG. 3), strip 

10 then may be folded along fold line 30, causing panel 
22A to overlay panel 22D with outer surfaces 25A and 
25D in contact and tickets 42A-D to align. Adhesive 50 
placed on outer surface 25A adheres it to outer surface 
25d, forming integrated package 14. If outer surface 
258 is nominally labelled the “front" of package 14 (as 
illustrated in FIG. 3 with promotional indicia 58), pan 
els 22A-D are arranged so that 22B overlays panel 22A, 
panel 22A overlays panel 22D, and panel 22D overlays 
panel 22C. Knurling or crimping panels 22A-D pro 
vides an additional tamper-resistant fastening means 54 
for package 14. Alternatively, some or all of adhesive 50 
may be omitted if fastening means 54 is used. 

Because tickets 42A-D are aligned in package 14, the 
tickets 42A-D may be removed simultaneously merely 
by tearing, or “punching out,” their corresponding lines 
of weakness 38, which also are aligned. This action 
separates the lottery tickets or other articles comprising 
tickets 42A-D from the remainder of package 14, re 
vealing the previously-concealed indicia 18 contained 
on inner surfaces 46A-D. 
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4 
Illustrated in FIG. 4 is an alternate embodiment of the 

present invention. Strip 110 includes six panels IZZA-F, 
each having respective inner surfaces 124A-F, outer 
surfaces 125A-F, and tickets 142A-F (each de?ned by 
lines of weakness 138 and having inner surfaces 146A-F 
bearing indicia 118). The interconnection of pairs of 
adjacent panels 122 and fold lines 126, 130, 134, 135, and 
136 is as follows: 

Fold line Connects adjacent panels 

[26 lZZA and 1223 
130 1223 and 122C 
134 122C and 122D 
135 122D and l22E 
136 1221:‘. and 1221-‘ 

As shown in FIG. 4, adhesive 150, placed on inner 
surfaces l24B-D and outer surface 125A, surrounds 
tickets 142A-D. Panel 122A initially may be folded 
along fold line 126 so as to overlay and adhere to panel 
1228 and conceal indicia 118 on inner surfaces 146A 
and 146B of tickets 142A and 1428. Folding strip 110 
along fold line 135 then overlays panels 1228 and 122C, 
respectively, with panels 122F and 122E and causes 
them to adhere, concealing indicia 118 contained on 
inner surfaces 146C-F. Again, indicia 118 may thus be 
concealed in their entirety merely by folding along two 
fold lines, 126 and 135. Folding panels 12213 and 122C 
along fold line 130 causes outer surfaces 125A and 125F 
to contact and adhere to each other. To complete the 
integrated package of this embodiment, adjacent panels 
122C and 122D of strip 110 ?nally may be folded along 
fold line 134 (which operates in accordion fashion, op 
posite the other fold lines 126, 130, 135, and 136), adher 
ing outer surfaces 125C and 125D. As with package 14, 
the package formed from strip 110 may then be 
crimped, knurled, or otherwise redundantly fastened as 
appropriate or if additional security from tampering is 
desired. 
Those ordinarily skilled in the art will recognize that 

many of the steps used to form the integrated packages 
of the present invention may be performed in any order. 
Lines of weakness 38 and 138, for example, may be 
created after the packages are formed, permitting a 
single blade or cutting mechanism to score all of the 
panels 22A-D or 122A-F simultaneously. Scoring in this 
manner assures proper alignment of the lines of weak 
ness 38 and 138, facilitating the simultaneous tearing, or 
"punching out,” of the respective tickets 42A-D and 
142A-F. 

Persons having ordinary skill in the art also will rec 
ognize that lines of weakness 38 or 138 may be created 
to form tickets 42 or 142 of virtually any shape, includ 
ing but not limited to the rectangular tickets 42 and 142 
illustrated in FIGS. 1-4. More than one ticket 42 or 142 
may be included as part of each panel 22 or 122, permit 
ting the package to contain tickets 42 or 142 equal to 
any multiple of the number of panels 22 or 122 formed 
in strip 10 or 110. Similarly, additional pairs of (or sin 
gle) panels may be included on a strip to increase the 
number of tickets contained in the package. As a result 
of these variables, an almost in?nite number and variety 
of tickets may be available from the packages of the 
present invention. Additional modi?cations will be ap~ 
parent to those having ordinary skill in the art and may 
be made without departing from the scope or spirit of 
the present invention. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A strip of opaque material comprising: 
a. ?rst, second, third, and fourth panels, each panel 

comprising: 
i. an inner surface; 
ii. an outer surface; and 
iii. lines of weakness completely de?ning a remov 

able central portion having an inner surface coin 
cident with a portion of the inner surface of its 
corresponding panel and bearing printed indicia; 

b. a ?rst fold line for connecting the ?rst panel to the 
second panel; 

c, a second fold line for connecting the second panel 
to the third panel; and 

d. a third fold line for connecting the third panel to 
the fourth panel; 

at least one of the inner surfaces of the ?rst and sec 
ond panels comprising adhesive surrounding its 
corresponding central portion; 

at least one of the inner surfaces of the third and 
fourth panels comprising adhesive surrounding its 
corresponding central portion; 

at least one of the outer surfaces of the ?rst and fourth 
panels comprising adhesive surrounding its corre 
sponding central portion; 

the ?rst and second panels folded along the ?rst fold 
line so that the inner surfaces of the ?rst and second 
panels face and adhere to each other and the cen 
tral portions of the ?rst and second panels align, for 
concealing the indicia present on the inner surfaces 
of the central portions of the ?rst and second pan 
els; 

the third and fourth panels folded along the third fold 
line so that the inner surfaces of the third and 
fourth panels face and adhere to each other and the 
central portions of the third and fourth panels 
align, for concealing the indicia present on the 
inner surfaces of the central portions of the third 
and fourth panels; and 

the second and third panels folded along the second 
fold line so that the outer surfaces of the second 
and third panels face and adhere to each other, the 
lines of weakness of the ?rst and second panels 
overlay the lines of weakness of the third and 
fourth panels, and the central portions of the ?rst, 
second, third, and fourth panels align, forming an 
integrated package adapted for removal of the 
central portions of the panels by concurrently per 
forating the overlaid lines of weakness de?ning the 
central portions and thereby revealing the con 
cealed indicia. 

2. A strip according to claim 1 in which portions of 
the ?rst, second, third, and fourth panels other than the 
removable central portions are fastened by an action 
selected from the group consisting of knurling and 
crimping integrated package and prior to removal of 
the central portions of the panels. 

3. A strip according to claim 2 in which the central 
portions of the ?rst, second, third, and fourth panels are 
rectangular. 

4. A strip according to claim 3 in which the opaque 
material is laminated foil. 

5. A strip according to claim 4 in which the printed 
indicia on the inner surfaces of the central portions of 
each of the ?rst, second, third, and fourth panels are not 
identical. 
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6. A strip according to claim 5 in which the central 

portions of the ?rst, second, third, and fourth panels are 
lottery tickets. 

7. A strip according to claim 6 in which the outer face 
of at least one of the second and third panels bears 
printed promotional indicia not concealed when the 
integrated package is formed. 

8. A strip of opaque material comprising: 
a. ?rst, second, third, fourth, ?fth, and sixth panels, 

each panel comprising: 
i. an inner surface; 
ii. an outer surface; and 
iii. lines of weakness completely de?ning a remov 

able central portion having an inner surface coin 
cident with a portion of the inner surface of its 
corresponding panel and bearing printed indicia 
for use as a lottery ticket; 

b. a ?rst fold line for connecting the ?rst panel to the 
second panel; 

c. a second fold line for connecting the second panel 
to the third panel; ' 

d. a third fold line for connecting the third panel to 
the fourth panel; 

e. a fourth fold line for connecting the fourth panel to 
the ?fth panel; and 

f. a ?fth fold line for connecting the ?fth panel to the 
sixth panel; 

at least one of the inner surfaces of the ?rst and sec 
ond panels comprising adhesive surrounding its 
corresponding central portion; 

at least one of the inner surfaces of the third and sixth 
panels comprising adhesive surrounding its corre 
sponding central portion; 

at least one of the inner surfaces of the fourth and ?fth 
panels comprising adhesive surrounding its corre 
sponding central portion; 

at least one of the outer surfaces of the third and 
fourth panels comprising adhesive surrounding its 
corresponding central portion; ' 

at least one of the outer surfaces of the ?rst and sixth 
panels comprising adhesive surrounding its corre 
sponding central portion; 

the first and second panels folded along the ?rst fold 
line so that the inner surfaces of the ?rst and second 
panels face and adhere to each other and the cen 
tral portions of the first and second panels align, for 
concealing the indicia present on the inner surfaces 
of the central portions of the ?rst and second pan 
els; 

the fourth and ?fth panels folded along the fourth 
fold line so that the inner surfaces of the fourth and 
?fth panels face and adhere to each other, the cen 
tral portions of the fourth and ?fth panels align, the 
inner surfaces of the third and sixth panels face and 
adhere to each other, and the central portions of 
the third and sixth panels align, for concealing the 
indicia present on the inner surfaces of the central 
portions of the third, fourth, ?fth, and sixth panels; 
and 

the third and fourth panels folded along the third fold 
line so that the outer surfaces of the third and 
fourth panels face and adhere to each other and the 
central portions of the third, fourth, ?fth, and sixth 
panels align; and 

the second and third panels folded along the second 
fold line so that the outer surfaces of the ?rst and 
sixth panels face and adhere to each other, the lines 
of weakness of the ?rst and second panels overlay V 
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the lines of weakness of the third, fourth, ?fth, and Central portions and thereby revealing the con 
sixth panels, and the central portions of the ?rst, cealed indicia. 
second, third, fourth, ?fth, and sixth panels align, 10. A method according to claim 9 further compris 
forming an integrated package adapted for removal ing the 5m? of crimPing the ?r?’ Second, Fhifdi and 
of the Central pgrtions of the panels by concur. 5 fourth panels following formation of the integrated 
rently perforating the overlaid lines of weakness Package and P110!’ 10 "mm/a1 Ofthe 66mm] P01’nous of 
d f ' th central ortions and thereb revealin the Panels" ' _ ‘ 
theclg‘onngceafed indicig‘ y g 11. A method according to claim 9 further compris 

_ - k f t - f ing the step of knurl‘ing the ?rst, second, third, and 
9 A mathoe-d for fommg 3 pac age mm a-S up 0 0 fourth panels following formation of the integrated 

opaque material comprising ?rst, second, third, and _ _ 
fourth panels’ each panel having an inner and an Outer package and prior to removal of the central portions of 

- l the anels, surface, comprising the steps of: p 
a. forming ?rst, second, and third fold lines in the 

material, with the ?rst fold line connecting the ?rst 

12. A strip of opaque material comprising: 
a. ?rst, second, third, and fourth panels, each panel 

panel to the second panel, the second fold line 15 ioamnpizzgggurface; 
connecting the second panel to the third panel, and ii_ an Outer surface; and 
the third fold line connecting the third panel to the iii’ lines of weakness complctely de?ning a remov_ 
fourth Panel; able central portion having an inner surface coin 

b- formi?g linesdog weilknesslin cachlof ;hii?ifsh 5e?‘ 20 cident with a portion of the inner surface of its 
0nd, I ifdv an 0"" Pane 5 CQmP etc y e "1mg 1" corres ndin anel and bearing rinted indicia; 
each Panel a removable central Portion having a" b. a ?rst folzloline tgogconnecting the ?lrast panel to the 
inner surface coincident with a portion of the inner Second pane]; 
surface of its corresponding panel and bearing 0. a second fold line for connecting the second panel 
printed indicia; 25 to the third panel; and 

c. placing adhesive on at least one of the inner sur- d. a third fold line for connecting the third panel to 

faces of the ?rst and second panels surrounding its [hthfe fourt: paneléi ] f Id d l h F f M 
corres ndin central ortion; e irst an secon pane s o e a ong t e irst o 

d. placinlgoadhefive on atP least one of the inner sur- line so that the inner surfaces of the ?rst and second 

faces of the third and fourth panels surrounding its 30 ?nilssfaczeacg (Sher 32d lt‘he cfemml P01’ ilonstgf 
"es on in Central "ion; c 1r an sec n pane a ign, or concea mg e 

e. (Swing aghesgive on atplcéast one of the Outer Sup indicia present on the inner surfaces of the central 
faces of the ?rst and fourth panels surrounding its porhohs of the hrs‘ and Sccond Panels; _ 
Corresponding cemra] portion; the-third and fourth panels folded along the third fold 

f. folding the ?rst and second panels along the ?rst 35 hhe so that the "mar Surfaces of the [hh'd and 
fold line so that the inner surfaces of the ?rst and fhunh panels face each other and the_cehtral per‘ 
second panels face and adhere to each other and “on? of thelhlf‘l and founh panels ahgh' for Con" 
the central portions of the ?rst and second panels Ccalmg the md'ga prescm 0“. the Inner Surfaces of 

. - - - - the central portions of the third and fourth panels; align, for concealing the indicia present on the _ 
' r surfaces of the central portions of the ?rst and 40 the Secqnd and thud panels folded along {ha second 
1522:)“ d panels fold line so that the outer surfaces of the second 

. ’. . and third panels face each other. the lines of weak 
g' foldulg the thud an‘? fourth panels along the thud ness of the ?rst and second panels overlay the lines 

fold line so that the inner surfaces of the third and of weakness of the third and fourth panelsv and the 
fourth panels face and adhere to each other and the 45 central portions of the ?rst? Second’ third, and 
central portions of the third‘ and fourth panels fourth panels align; and 
f‘hght for concealing the mdlc'? present on the the ?rst, second, third, and fourth panels of the inte 
inner surfaces of the central portions of the third grated package fastened for forming an integrated 
and fourth Panels; and _ package prior to removal of the central portions of 

11- folding the Secohd and thud Pahcls along the Sec‘ 50 the panels, which integrated package is adapted for 
0nd fold line so that the outer surfaces of the sec- rcmoval of the ccmral portions of the panels by 
0nd and third panels face and adhere to each other, concurrently pcrforating the overlaid lines of 
the lines of weakness of the ?rst and Sccond Panels weakness de?ning the central portions and thereby 
overlay [11C lines Of weakness Of the third and revealing the concealed indicia_ 
fourth panels, and the Central Portions of the ?rst, 55 13. A strip according to claim 12 in which the ?rst, 
second, third, and fourth panels align, for forming second, third, and fourth panels are fastened by an ac 
an integrated package adapted for removal of the tion selected from the group consisting of knurling and 
central portions of the panels by concurrently per- crimping. 
forating the overlaid lines of weakness de?ning the ' * * * "‘ 

60 
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