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ADAPTOR FOR LIQUID DISPENSING SYRINGE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to the dispensing of liquid from 
a syringe. More particularly, this invention relates to an 
adaptor that provides precise control in dispensing 
quanti?ed amounts of liquid from a disposable syringe. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In conventional dispensing of material from a sy 
tinge, pressurized air supplied to the upper, larger end 
of the syringe forces the material out of the lower, 
smaller end or tip of the syringe. Typically, plastic, 
disposable syringes used in dispensing of this type are 
purchased in a liquid-?lled condition, with removable 
plugs connected to both the upper and lower ends of the 
syringe to contain the liquid. 
To dispense liquid from such a syringe, the plugs are 

removed, a nozzle is placed on the lower end of the 
syringe, and a compressed air supply is connected to the 
upper end. A source of compressed air is usually con 
trolled by a timer to supply pressure to the upper end of 
the syringe in order to dispense liquid out of the nozzle 
for a selectable time duration. 

In many dispensing applications, the amount of liquid 
dispensed is determined by multiplying an approximate 
?ow rate of discharge by the time duration of dispens 
ing. The ?ow rate of discharge is calculated from the 
velocity of discharge ?ow, the viscosity of the liquid in 
the syringe and size of the outlet. Basically, because the 
latter two parameters do not vary substantially during 
dispensing the contents of a syringe, the flow rate of 
discharge, in volume per unit time, of the liquid dis 
pensed from the nozzle is dictated by the velocity of 
discharge ?ow, in distance per unit time. Thus, the 
velocity of discharge flow is approximately propor 
tional to the internal pressure of the syringe. _ 

In syringe dispensing of the type described, the inter 
nal syringe pressure undergoes an initial ramp increase, 
remains constant for a while, then undergoes a ?nal 
ramp decrease to zero. Similarly, as pressure increases, 
the velocity undergoes a corresponding increase. After 
the pressure eventually reaches a predetermined, set 
level, the velocity of discharge flow of the liquid be 
comes a constant that is proportional to the internal 
syringe pressure. When the internal pressure of the 
syringe is decreased, eventually toward vacuum, the 
velocity gradually decreases. When the internal air 
pressure reaches zero, dispensing velocity from the 
nozzle subsequently stops altogether. In other words, 
the velocity of discharge is not constant throughout an 
entire dispensing interval, but rather undergoes an ini 
tial ramp increase and a subsequent ramp decrease 
which re?ect the corresponding pressure ramps. 

This invariably leads to problems in attempting to 
dispense a precise quantitative amount of liquid from 
the syringe. If a timer actuated valve is used to supply 
pressurized air to the top of the syringe from a compres 
sor during a time period of selectable duration, and the 
time period selected is based upon the assumption that 
velocity of discharge ?ow is constant throughout the 
time period, there will be a discrepancy between the 
amount of liquid desired to be dispensed and the actual 
amount dispensed. This discrepancy results directly 
from the aforementioned ramping of the supplied pres 
sure and the corresponding velocity ramping. 
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The effects of this problem become more acute when 

dispensing for very short time periods, where there is an 
increase in the proportion of the time period in which 
internal syringe pressure is either ramping up or ramp 
ing down with respect to that portion of the time period 
when the internal syringe pressure is constant. 

Stringing, or sticking, of a head of the liquid to the 
nozzle also adversely effects the ability to dispense 
precise quantitative amounts of liquid. Stringing is most 
likely to occur at lower pressures, for instance when the 
pressure is ramping up or ramping down. For this rea 
son, stringing also becomes more acute as dispensing 
time decreases. Stringing of the liquid from the nozzle 
tip during the ?nal stage of dispensing may be avoided 
to some extent by making the internal pressure of the 
syringe negative. However, when dispensing again 
commences, a build-up of liquid at the nozzle tip almost 
invariably occurs, thus adversely affecting'the stability 
of the subsequent extrusion. 

Additionally, by varying the internal syringe pressure 
from positive to negative, some evaporation of liquid 
from the syringe will occur. This evaporation increases 
the viscosity of the liquid remaining in the syringe. As a 
result, additional force is required to dispense a desired 
amount and coverage efficiency is reduced. In short, the 
increase in viscosity makes it difficult to establish a 
precise, consistent relationship between applied air 
pressure and velocity of discharge flow during the 
course of dispensing the entire contents of a syringe. 
Another approach to dispensing ?uid from a syringe 

is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,784,582, entitled “Fluid 
Dispensing Pump.” This pneumatically operated pump 
includes an axially movable plunger that extends 
through the syringe and normally fits into and blocks a 
dispensing hole. When the plunger is lifted a predeter 
mined amount by an air actuated piston, liquid under 
pressure flows into the space vacated by the withdrawn 
plunger. Upon spring actuated return of the plunger to 
its normal position, a column of liquid in the space is 
shot through the dispensing hole. 
Although this device enables small measured quanti 

' ties to be dispensed from the syringe, only limited 
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amounts can be dispensed at any one time, with one 
plunger stroke required for each dispensing amount. 
Thus, an excessive amount of energy is required in 
order to dispense the entire contents of a syringe. While 
the diameter and length of the plunger and plunger 
column could be increased in order to increase the 
amount of liquid that can be dispensed in any single 
plunger stroke, this would also require additional en 
ergy to lift the air actuated piston in order to withdraw 
the plunger. 
Another disadvantage results from the fact that, re 

gardless of variation in the viscosities of different liquids 
that are dispensed from syringes of this type, unless the 
spring is changed, the down stroke force will always be 
the same. Thus, the exit velocity, and the liquid cover 
age will have to be calculated differently if liquids of 
varying viscosity are used. _ 

It is therefore an object of this invention to improve 
accuracy, precision and energy ef?ciency in dispensing 
quantitative amounts of liquid from a syringe. 

‘SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The invention contemplates controlled dispensing of 

liquid through a syringe outlet by supplying constant air 
pressure to the interior of the syringe through an inlet 
and selectably retracting a valve shaft from a valve seat 
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located at the syringe outlet in order to enable the pres 
surized liquid to be ejected through the outlet and out of 
the syringe. The valve shaft extends through the inlet 
along the interior of the syringe, to a valve seat at the 
outlet where it is spring biased against the valve seat to 
a normally closed position. The valve shaft is retracted 
by a solenoid located in a housing assembly at the inlet 
of the syringe. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
invention, an adaptor for liquid dispensing from a sy 
ringe includes a housing assembly, a valve seat assem 
bly, an outer casing, a valve shaft, a retaining plug, a 
spring, a solenoid, a timer, and a micrometer. The valve 
seat assembly is threadably connected to the outlet of a 
store-bought, liquid-?lled syringe from which the outlet 
plug has been removed. The valve seat assembly also 
supports or retains an outer tubular shaped sleeve or 
casing sized to receive the syringe. An opposite end of 
the casing connects to the housing assembly to hold the 
syringe thereto. A retaining plug inserted into the rear 
end or inlet of the syringe has an ori?ce through which 
the valve shaft passes. The valve shaft extends through 
the syringe to the outlet where it engages the valve seat 
assembly. The opposite or rear end of the valve shaft 
extends above the retaining plug into the housing as 
sembly, where it is spring biased downwardly to seal 
the valve shaft and the valve seat assembly in a nor 
mally closed position. The rear end of the valve shaft is 
controlled by a solenoid so that actuation of the sole 
noid retracts the valve shaft from the valve seat assem 
bly. 

Pressurized air is supplied to the interior of the sy 
ringe via a clearance in the retaining plug between the 
valve shaft and the ori?ce. The timer actuates the sole 
noid to retract the valve shaft from the valve seat as 
sembly for a selectable duration, during which duration 
the valve is opened to enable outlet and out of the sy 
ringe. The micrometer contacts the rear end of the 
valve shaft and is adjustable to enable an operator to 
adjust the valve stroke, or the retracting travel distance 
of the sealed tip of the valve shaft. 
With this adaptor, the internal pressure of the syringe 

remains substantially constant throughout dispensing. 
The internal pressure has two separate components, the 
positive pressure supplied from the compressor, which 
may be supplied continuously before, during and after 
retraction of the valve shaft, and the negative pressure, 
or pressure drop, that occurs when the valve shaft is 
retracted. When plotted versus time, both of these pres 
sure components have the shape of a square wave. Be 
cause the resultant internal pressure of the syringe is 
substantially constant during dispensing, or in the shape 
of a square wave when plotted versus time, the velocity 
of discharge ?ow also takes on a square wave shape. 
There is no ramp up to a constant velocity at the initial 
stages of dispensing followed by a ramp downward to 
zero velocity at the end of dispensing. Therefore, with 
velocity of discharge flow substantially constant, con 
stant ?ow rate of discharge is achieved and precise 
quanti?able dispensing depends only upon determining 
that flow rate and setting the timer to correspond to a 
dispensing time necessary to dispense the desired 
amount at that rate. 
The absence of a pressure ramp reduces the occur 

rence of stringing. Additionally, the surfaces of the 
valve shaft and the valve seat assembly coact to signi? 
cantly reduce stringing at the nozzle. Therefore it is .not 
necessary to draw a vacuum on the syringe when dis 
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4 
pensing ceases, and the liquid in the syringe is not sub 
ject to a viscosity increase. 

Additionally, because this adaptor alleviates the need 
to evacuate air from the inside of the syringe, the viscos 
ity of the liquid in the syringe remains consistent until it 
is emptied, thus further insuring accuracy and repeat 
ability in quanti?able dispensing of the entire contents 
of a syringe. 
These and other features of the invention will be 

more readily understood in view of the following de 
tailed descriptions and drawings in which: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross sectional view showing an 
adaptor in accordance with a preferred embodiment of 
the invention, during dispensing of liquid from a syringe - 
onto a substrate; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged 'view of the outlet of the adaptor 

shown in FIG. 1, with the syringe mounted in place 
within the adaptor; 
FIG. 3 is a graph showing various dispensing parame 

ters plotted versus time for an adaptor in accordance 
with a preferred embodiment of the invention; and 
FIG. 4 is a graph showing various dispensing parame 

ters plotted versus time for a prior art syringe dispens 
ing system. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows an adaptor 10 for use in dispensing 
liquid 11 from a store bought, liquid ?lled syringe 12 
onto a substrate 13, or other surface. While the inven 
tion is particularly suitable for dispensing of liquid or 
ink in the formation or coating of electrical components 
or circuit boards, the invention would be equally suit 
able for any type of quantitative dispensing of a liquid 
from a syringe. The syringe 12 is purchased in a liquid 
?lled condition, with plugs or caps (not shown) sealing 
both the outlet 16 of the syringe 12 (or the bottom as 
shown in FIG. 1) and the inlet 17, (or the top of the 
syringe 12 as viewed in FIG. 1). Typically, syringes of 
this type are made of plastic, typically polyethylene or 
polypropylene, and have a diameter of 15 to 25 millime 
ters and a length of 100 to 300 millimeters with wall 
thickness of l to 1.5 millimeters. Some syringes have a' 
capacity or internal volume of about 500 cubic centime 
ters. 

In order to dispense the liquid 11 from the syringe 12, 
the plugs are removed from the outlet 16 and inlet 17 
and the syringe is placed within the adaptor 10. Pressur 
ized air from a compressor 20 is supplied to the inlet end 
17 of the syringe 12 in order to pressurize the liquid 11 
therein. Typically, the compressor 20 pressurizes the 
liquid 11 in the syringe 12 to a pressure in the range of 
about 0.5 to 0.7 kg/cm2. Compressed air is supplied via 
a line 18 to a passage 19 formed in air housing 21. The 
passage 19 communicates with an ori?ce 22 in a retain 
ing plug 23 seated within the inlet 17 of the syringe 12. 
The seal between retaining plug 23 and syringe 12 is 
maintained by an O-ring 24. To mount the syringe 12, 
an upper flange 25 of the retaining plug 23 is supported 
by a casing holder 26 which is secured by bolts (not 
shown) -to housing 21. 
A valve shaft 29 also extends through the ori?ce 22, 

along the entire interior length ‘of the mounted syringe 
12, with a tip 30 thereof seated against a valve seat 
assembly 31. An opposite end of the valve shaft 29 
extends rearwardly (or upwardly, as viewed in FIG. 1) 
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from plug 23 into the air housing 21 of the adaptor 10. 
An increased diameter section 34 resides at this upper 
end. The housing 21 is threadably secured to a connec 
tor 35 which extends upwardly within a solenoid hous 
ing 38 and is secured by a nut 39 exterior of housing 38. 
A lower end 40 of connector 35 supports solenoidhous 
ing 38. An upper end 41 of connector 35 is threaded to 
a micrometer assembly 42 which includes a down 
wardly projecting shaft 43. The bottom end of shaft 43 
stops upward travel of valve shaft 29 to control the 
length of retraction of tip 30 from valve seat assembly 
31. 
An inner spring 45 engages a top surface 46 of the 

increased diameter section 34 of valve shaft 29 to press 
the valve shaft 29 downwardly against valve seat assem 
bly 31 to a normally closed position. An outer spring 49 
biases an armature 50 away from a solenoid 54 located 
in solenoid housing 38. When solenoid 54 is energized, 
armature 50 is retracted upwardly within the solenoid 
54 and an interior, bottom armature shoulder 56 en 
gages a bottom surface 52 of section 34 to retract valve 
shaft 29 and open the valve. The valve shaft 29 is re 
tracted until it engages micrometer shaft 43. 

Preferably, the solenoid 54 is actuated by a signal 
from a timer 58 to retract the valve shaft 29 from its 
unseated position for a selectable time duration. An 
initial dispensing signal may be provided by a separate 
switch 59 to actuate the timer 58, such as, for instance, 
a foot switch 59 as shown in FIG. 1. Preferably, the 
timer 58 allows dispensing for time durations ranging 
from 0.005 seconds to 10 seconds. With the liquid 11 in 
the syringe 12 pressurized, upward retraction of the 
valve shaft 29 from valve seat assembly 30 enables liq 
uid to be ejected through the outlet 16 and out of the 
syringe 12 for a time duration set by the timer 58. 
FIG. 2 shows an enlarged view of the outlet 16 of the 

syringe 12 and the valve seat assembly 31. The valve 
seat assembly 31 includes a double threaded extender 61 
which is threadably received within the outlet 16 of the 
syringe 12. A bottom portion 62 of the extender 61 is 
held by a valve seat holder 64. The valve seat holder 64 
also retains a valve seat 65, which coacts with the tip 30 
of the valve shaft 29 to prevent liquid 11 ?ow through 
the outlet 16 when in the normally closed position. A 
retainer 67 has an annular shoulder 68 that supports 
valve seat holder 64. A nozzle 69 is threadably received 
within valve seat holder 64, and is located downstream 
of valve seat 65. The nozzle 69, the valve seat 65 and the 
valve seat holder 64 have a passage 70 formed there 
through that is aligned with outlet 16. 
The retainer 67 is held by an end cap 71 that is thread 

ably connected to an exterior cylindrical sleeve or cas 
ing 72 which extends upward to surround and encase 
the syringe 12. The casing 72 protects the substrate 13 
from spillage of the liquid 11 if the syringe 12 should 
accidentally break and acts as a guide or support means 
for the lower dispensing end of the syringe 12. Both the 
casing 72 and the syringe 12 may be transparent so that 
an operator may determine the remaining level of liquid 
11. As shown in FIG. 1, the casing 72 is threadably 
received within a robot mounting bracket 73, which is 
held to casing holder 26 by an upper ?ange of a two 
eared connector 74. The mounting bracket 73 enables 
the entire adaptor 10 to be mounted to a programmable 
robot arm or XYZ plotter (not shown) to precisely 
control the dispensing pattern of the liquid on the sub 
strate 13. 

6 
Together, the valve seat assembly 31, the end cap 71 

and the sleeve 72 work against the spring 45 to provide 
upward force against the tip 30 of the valve shaft 29 in 
order to maintain the valve shaft 29 in a centered, nor 
mally closed position within the syringe 12. Preferably, 
the travel or retracting distance of the valve shaft 29 is 

I limited so that it always remains within either the outlet 
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16 of the syringe 12 or the passage 70. - 
In operation, the plugs (not shown) of a liquid-?lled 

syringe 12 are removed. At outlet 16, all of the struc 
tural parts forming the valve seat assembly 31, that is, 
extender 61, valve seat holder 64, valve seat 65, retainer 
67 and nozzle 69 are attached. The retaining plug 23 and 
O-ring 24 are ?tted within inlet 17, and valve shaft 29 is 
extended through ori?ce 22. Casing 72 is then placed 
over the syringe 12 and threaded to the bracket 73, and 
end cap 71 is placed over the bottom of valve seat as 
sembly 31 and threadably connected to the bottom of 
the casing 72 to complete mounting of the syringe 12 to 
the adaptor 10. 

Pressurized air is supplied to the interior of the sy 
ringe 12 by air compressor 20, via line 18, passage 19 
and ori?ce 22. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, upon timer 
58 actuation of the solenoid 54 via a dispensing signal‘ 
75, the tip 30 of valve shaft 29 retracts from the seated 
position against the valve seat 65 and the pressurized 
liquid 11 is forced through the outlet 16, the passage 70 
and out of the syringe 12 for a selectable time duration, 
shown as a timer duration signal 76. As shown by a 
valve signal 77 that represents the valve condition, 
opening and closing of the valve precisely corresponds 
to the timing signal 76, with a slight time lag. Similarly, 
the internal pressure drop in the syringe 12 that occurs 
when the valve is opened also takes the form of a square 
wave, shown as pressure drop signal 78. Air compres 
sion in the syringe, shown as signal 79, remains substan 
tially constant before, during and after dispensing. Fi 
nally, and perhaps most importantly, velocity of dis 
charge ilow and flow rate of discharge, represented by 
square waves 80 and 81, respectively, correspond pre 
cisely to the pressure and timer signals, so that accurate 
control is achieved in dispensing quantitative amounts 
of liquid from the syringe l2. 

Contrast the signals depicted in FIG. 3 with those of’ 
FIG. 4, which depicts signal representations obtained 
with a prior art dispensing apparatus of the pneumatic 
type initially described in the background section of this 
application. Note that while the timer signal 85, the 
valve signal 86 and the dispensing time 89 are square 
waves, the signals depicting internal syringe pressure 
87, velocity of discharge flow 90 and the ?ow rate of 
discharge 91 are sloped or ramped and not square in 
shape. ' 

While a preferred embodiment of the invention has 
been described, it is to be understood that various modi 
?cations could be made without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. For instance, variation in the size 
and/or shape of the syringe would require a corre 
sponding alteration in adaptor dimensions, but this 
would not materially effect the applicability of this 
invention. Moreover, structural equivalents may be 
substituted to perform the same function as the compo 
nents described herein, for example, an air-actuated 
piston could be substituted for the solenoid 54 to control 
retraction of the valve shaft 25. Accordingly, it is to be 
understood that changes may be made without depart 
ing from the scope of the invention as particularly set 
out and claimed. 
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We claim: 
1. An adaptor for dispensing of liquid from an outlet 

of a syringe comprising: 
syringe support means adapted to hold the syringe in 

a dispensing position; 
a normally closed valve located at one end of said 

syringe support means; 
means for pressurizing the liquid in the syringe when 

the syringe is held by said support means; and 
valve control means located at an opposite end of said 

syringe support means and adapted to extend 
through an inlet of said syringe along the interior of 
said syringe and to said outlet when the syringe is 
held by said support means, said valve control 
means further being adapted to open said valve in 
order to enable said pressurized liquid to be ejected 
through said outlet and out of the syringe, said 
valve control means being controllable indepen 
dently of said means for pressurizing. 

2. The adaptor of claim 1 wherein said mean for pres 
surizing comprises a compressor adapted to supply air 
through said inlet and said valve control means further 
comprises a valve shaft adapted to extend through said 
inlet along the interior of said syringe and biased into a 
normally closed position at said outlet. 

3. The adaptor of claim 2 wherein said valve control 
means further comprises: 

a solenoid that, upon actuation, retracts said valve 
shaft from said normally closed position to an open 
position; and 

a timer that actuates said solenoid. 
4. The adaptor of claim 3 wherein said timer is pro 

grammable to actuate said solenoid to retract said valve 
shaft for a selectable duration. I 

5. The adaptor of claim 2 and further comprising: 
a valve seat assembly adapted to coact with said 

valve shaft at said outlet to maintain said normally 
closed position' and to center said valve shaft 
within said syringe when said syringe is held by 
said support means, the valve seat assembly having 
walls which de?ne a passage adapted for alignment 
with said outlet and along which said valve shaft is 
retractable. 

6. The adaptor of claim 5 wherein said syringe sup 
port means is a sleeve sized to receive said syringe, and 
further comprising: 

a housing assembly adapted to support said opposite 
end of said sleeve; and 

biasing means located within said housing assembly 
and adapted to bias said valve shaft against said 
valve seat‘assembly when said syringe is held by 
said sleeve. ' 

7. The adaptor of claim 2 and further comprising: 
a retaining plug adapted to seat within said inlet of the 

syringe and having an ori?ce adapted for passage 
therethrough of said valve shaft and through 
which said air may be supplied to the interior of 
said syringe when said syringe support means holds 
the syringe. ' 

8. The adaptor of claim 6 wherein said valve seat 
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8 
a switch for supplying a dispensing signal to said 

timer in order to actuate said solenoid to retract 
said valve shaft for said selectable duration. 

10. An adaptor for dispensing of liquid from an outlet 
of a syringe comprising: 

syringe support means adapted to hold the syringe in 
a dispensing position; 

a valve seat assembly located at a ?rst end of said 
syringe support means; 

a compressor adapted to pressurize the liquid in said 
syringe through a syringe inlet when said syringe is 
held by said support means, the syringe inlet being 
opposite the outlet; 

a valve shaft adapted to extend from a second end of 
said support means through said inlet along the 
interior of said syringe and seat against said valve 
seat assembly when said syringe is held by said 
support means; 

biasing means adapted to bias said valve shaft against 
said valve seat assembly to a normally closed posi 
tion when said syringe is held by said support 
means; ' 

retracting means adapted to retract said valve shaft 
from said normally closed position to enable said 
pressurized liquid to be ejected through said outlet 
and out of the syringe when said syringe is held by 
said support means; 

wherein said valve seat assembly has a passage 
formed therethrough adapted for alignment with 
said outlet when said syringe is held by said support 
means, said valve shaft adapted to seat within and 
be retracted along said passage; 

a housing assembly adapted to support said second 
end of said support means and in which said biasing 
means and said retracting means are mounted; and 

a micrometer mounted to said housing assembly and 
- adapted to control the retraction distance of said 
valve shaft to prevent the valve shaft from being 
retracted beyond either one of said passage and 
said outlet when said syringe is held by said support 
means. ' 

11. The adaptor of claim 10, wherein said syringe 
support means is a cylindrical sleeve sized to receive 
said syringe, said ?rst end of said sleeve being thread 
ably connectable to said valve seat assembly and further 
comprising: 
a spring within said housing assembly adapted to bias 

said valve shaft against said valve seat assembly to 
a normally closed position when said syringe is 
held by said sleeve. _ 

12. A method of dispensing liquid from an outlet of a 
syringe comprising the steps of: 
mounting a liquid ?lled syringe within an adaptor; 
supplying air to the interior of said syringe to pressur; 

ize said liquid; 
retracting a valve shaft from a normally closed posi 

tion at said outlet in order to enable the pressurized 
liquid to be ejected through said outlet and out of 
said syringe, said valve shaft extended through an 
inlet located opposite said outlet, along the interior 
of said syringe to said outlet, and being retractable 
along the interior of said syringe by a timer actu 
ated solenoid. 

13. The method of claim 12 wherein said timer actu 
lssembly i5 °°m1ecied to said Sleeve and Said Syringe 65 ates said solenoid to retract said valve shaft for a select 
outlet when the syringe is held by said sleeve. 

9. The adaptor of claim 4 and further comprising: 
able duration. 

i i i i i 


