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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, GEORGE W. MC 

GEORGE, residing at Breckenridge, county of 
Summit, and WILLIAM C. BANKS, residing at 
Elbert, Elbert county, State of Colorado, both 
citizens of the United States of America, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Playing-Cards; and we do declare 
the following to be afull, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it appertains 
to make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let 
ters and ñgures of reference marked thereon, 
which form a part of this specification. 
Our invention relates to an improved game 

having for its object both instruction and 
amusement. It is to be called the National 
Game as it is played with cards having the 
names of all the states and territories of a cer 
tain country printed thereon together with the 
area in square miles, the population, the num 
ber of counties, while on the margin is print 
ed the names of all the adjoining or contigu 
ous states, or those which bound the state 
whose name is on the body of the card. 
This specification and the accompanying 

drawings are prepared with special reference 
to a pack of cards having the names and other 
information of all the States and Territories of 
the United States, printed thereon. It will, 
however, be readily understood that the >cards 
may be prepared with special reference to any 
other country as well as the United States 
without departing from the principle ̀ of the 
invention, which consists further of the fea 
tures hereinafter described and claimed all of 
which will be fully understood by reference 
to the accompanying drawings in which is 
illustrated an embodiment thereof. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a number 

of the cards arranged after the customary 
manner of holding cards in the hand dur-l 
ing the progress of a game. In this view the 
face of one card is fully exposed to view while 
the faces of the other cards are more or less 
concealed; Fig. 2 illustrates the manner of ar 
ranging the cards with reference to the 
boundaries. ' " 

As all the matter printed on all the cards 

Y players. 

is arranged on the same principlethe descrip 
tion of one card will suffice to make all fully 
understood. The face of the card represent 
ing California being fully exposed in Fig. l, 
this card will be described and from this de 
scription all the other cards willbe understood. 
Within the margin of this card and near the 
top the name of the State is printed and below 
this the number of counties, the name of the 
capital city, the people by whom the State was 
originally settled, date of admission into the 
Union, the chief productions„the rank of the 
State with reference to and its area in square 
miles and its population and rank in this 
respect. Upon the margin of one side is print 
ed the name Oregon as this is considered the 
top of the card from a map standpoint. Hence 
Oregon being the northern boundary of the 
State its name is printed on this margin, while 
on the right hand margin are the names Ne 
vada and Arizona since these bound Califor 
nia on the east. And for the same reason we 
lind the name Lower California printed on 
the bottom margin, and Pacific Ocean on the 
margin at the left. ‘ 
A number of games may be played by the 

use of these cards. The particular game, how 
ever, which we have in mind and which we 
consider preferable may be explained as 
follows:-The cards are iirst shuffled and an 
equal number dealt to each player until the 
pack is exhausted or until the cards are re 
duced to a number less than the number of 

These are called odd cards and are 
to be counted for the dealer. The District of 
Columbia card counts one for the person play 
ing it, and will take any other card or any 
trick. The Rhode Island card counts one for 
the person playing it, as is also the case with 
the Alaska card unless it is taken with the 
District of Columbia card, and in this event 
it counts for the person taking the trick. . Ex 
cepting the District of Columbia card the one 
representing the State having greatest area 
as designated in square miles on its face, 
takes the trick. Each card representing one 
of the original thirteen States counts one for 
the person having it in a trick during the 
progress of the game. ' Each trick taken also 
counts one for the game. After the cards are 
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all played each one writes down in separate 
columns the number of square miles, the 
number of the population and the number of 
the counties of the States represented by the 
cards he has taken and the largest aggregate 
of each column counts five for the person 
holding the cards represented by the items of 
the column. Then each player examines his 
cards with reference to the boundaries of the 
_States represented thereby and as indicated 
1n the margins of the cards and each of all 
the cards that join in this respect counts _one 
_for the holder. For instance the person hold 
ing all the cards represented in the group 
shown in Fig. 2vvould for this reason alone 
count six poûints for the game. The game is 
played for a certain number of points and the 
person getting this number first, Wins. 
The cards may be printed in any desired 

`colors and may be made as neat and attract 
ive in appearance as desired. Each pack of 
cards should be accompanied by a suitable 
number of score cards, Ione for each player, 
having the rules of the game printed on one 
side and columns With suitable headings as 
“Area ” “Population ” “ Counties” formed on 
the opposite side. This feature will add in 
terest to the game and greatly facilitate the 
Writing down and computation of the items. 
These score cards should be formed of some 
material which will permit the erasure of the 

506,648 

marks so that the same score card may be 
» used repeatedly. 

Having thus described our invention, what 
We claim is 

1. A pack of cards representing the divis 
ions of a country and having the names of 
the divisions respectively printed on the faces 
of the cards, and the names of the boundary 
divisions on the margins ot these faces, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A pack of cards representing the divis 
ions of a country and having the names of 
the divisions respectively printed on the faces 
of the cards together with other information 
as the area, population, 85o., the names ofthe 
boundary divisions being printed on the mar 
gins and arranged with reference to the geo 
graphical location of the respective stations, 
substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof We affix our signa 
tures in presence of two Witnesses. 

GEORGE W. MCGEORGE. 
WILLIAM C. BANKS. 

Witnesses as to signature of George W. 
McGeorge: ' 

IsHAM R. HoWZE, 
IRA W. TEsoH. 

Witnesses to the signature of ÑVilliam C 
Banks: 

FRED. W. GUTHRIE, 
DANIEL D. DE'rWiLER. 
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