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[57] ABSTRACT 
Disclosed is a solar radiation sensor apparatus. A light 
blocking plate is provided above the light-receiving 
surface of a photoelectric element, and has an area 
smaller than the area of the light-receiving surface. The 
incident angle sensitivity characteristic of the sensor 
apparatus can be improved without involving any in 
crease in the external dimensions of the sensor appara 
{US 

14 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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SOLAR RADIATION SENSOR FOR USE IN AN 
AUTOMATIC AIR CONDITIONER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a solar radiation 
sensor apparatus, and more speci?cally relates to im 
provements in the sensitivity characteristic with respect 
to the incident angle (hereafter referred to as “the inci 
dent angle sensitivity characteristic") of a solar radia 
tion sensor apparatus in which a photoelectric element 
such as a photodiode is employed and which may be 
used in an automatic air conditioner of a vehicle. 
A conventional solar radiation sensor apparatus in 

which a photoelectric element such as a photodiode is 
employed has an arrangement provided for the purpose 
of improving incident angle sensitivity characteristics. 
For instance, a plurality of photoelectric elements are 
used, as disclosed in Japanese Utility Model Unexam 
ined Publication No. 58-36912, or a light attenuating 
?lter provided for achieving a non-uniform distribution 
of the light transmittance is disposed above the light 
receiving surface of the photoelectric element, as dis 
closed in Japanese Patent Unexamined Publication No. 
61-210915. 
According to the prior art disclosed in Japanese Util 

ity Model Unexamined Publication No. 58-36912, how 
ever, since a plurality of photoelectric elements are 
used, the solar radiation sensor apparatus has increased 
external dimensions, while making production cost sev 
eral times higher than before. According to the prior art 
disclosed in Japanese Patent Unexamined Publication 
No. 61-210915, since the light attentuating filter must 
have a diameter between 25 to 30 mm, the solar radia 
tion sensor apparatus has increased external dimensions. 
In this way, either of the systems an and an increase in 
production cost. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide a 
solar radiation sensor apparatus which is capable of 
providing an improved incident angle sensitivity char 
acteristic without involving any increase in external 
dimensions, with only a small increase in produétion 
cost being incurred. ' 

The above-stated object of the present invention is 
achieved by a solar radiation sensor apparatus compris 
ing a light-blocking plate disposed above the light 
receiving surface of a photoelectric element and having 
an area smaller than the area of the light-receiving sur 
face. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an example of a photo 
diode which may be used in a solar radiation sensor 
apparatus of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of another example of a 
photodiode; 
FIGS. 3 and 4 are views used to explain the principles 

of the operation of a light-blocking plate used in accor 
dance with the present invention; 
FIGS. 5, 6, and 7 are views showing various incident 

angle relative sensitivity characteristics, which also 
show the incident angle relative sensitivity of a solar 
radiation sensor apparatus to which the present inven 
tion is applied; 
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FIGS. 8 and 9 are views used to explain principles of 

operation in the case where a pyramid-shaped light 
blocking plate is used; 
FIG. 10 is a view showing the relationship between a 

vehicle and the incident angle; 
FIG. 11 and 12 are views used to explain the princi 

ples of operation in the case where a light-blocking 
plate is disposed in such a manner as to be deviated from 
the light-receiving surface; 
FIG. 13 is a partially cutaway perspective view of a 

solar radiation sensor apparatus in accordance with one 
embodiment of the present invention, which may be 
used in an automatic air conditioner of a vehicle; 
FIG. 14 is a perspective view of a substrate provided 

with a light-blocking plate; 
FIG. 15 is a perspective view of a different light 

blocking plate; 
FIG. 16 is a partially cutaway perspective view of a 

solar radiation sensor apparatus in accordance with 
another embodiment of the present invention, which 
may be used in an automatic air conditioner of a vehicle; 
and 

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of a light-blocking plate 
having a pyramid-shaped light-blocking portion. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The preferred embodiments of the present invention 
will be described hereunder with reference to FIGS. 1 
through 17. 
FIGS. 1 and 2 are perspective views of photodiodes 

of different types which may be used in the solar radia 
tion sensor apparatus of the present invention. FIG. I 
shows a photodiode l of a metal-case type. In general, 
a photodiode of this type has an arrangement in which 
a square semiconductor chip 3 is disposed in a metal 
case 2 and is sealed by a piece of aperture glass 4, with 
the entire upper square surface of the semiconductor 
chip 3 serving as a light-receiving surface 5. Specific 
examples of products of this type include the silicon 
photodiode S2386-5K (produced by Hamamatsu Pho 
tonics K. K.). The light-receiving surface 5 has dimen 
sions of 2.4 mm><2.4 mm, and the distance between the 
light-receiving surface 5 and the outer surface of the 
aperture glass 4 is 1.4 mm. 
FIG. 2 shows a photodiode 6 of a molded type. In 

general, a photodiode of this type has an arrangement in 
which a transparent molded resin 7 comprising an 
acrylic resin is mold-formed into a rectangular shape 
around a square semiconductor chip 3, with the entire 
upper square surface of the semiconductor chip 3 serv 
ing as a light-receiving surface 5. Specific examples of 
products of this type include the silicon photodiode 
S2506 (produced by Hamamatsu Photonics K. K.). The 
light-receiving surface 5 has dimensions of 3 mm><3 
mm. 

In the case where the present invention is directly 
applied to a photodiode, such as a photodiode 1 or 6, 
per se, a piece of light-blocking tape 8, serving as a 
light-blocking plate, is attached to the outer surface of 
the aperture glass 4 or to a surface of the molded resin 
7 as shown in FIGS. 1 or 2. The light-blocking tape 8 is 
formed of a material which is completely non-light 
transmissive, and has a square shape with dimensions 
slightly smaller than those of the light-receiving surface 
5. Instead of the light-blocking tape 8, printing may be 
effected to provide a non-light-transmissive portion. 
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Referring to FIGS. 3-7, explanations will be given 
concerning the principles of improvement in the inci 
dent angle sensitivity characteristic which is achieved 
by adopting the above-described light-blocking struc 
ture. FIG. 3 is a view showing the positional relation 
ship between the light-receiving surface 5 and the light 
blocking tape, i.e. the light-blocking plate 8, which is 
taken in the horizontal direction. FIG. 4 is a view show 
ing that relationship, which is taken from above. It is 
assumed that, when the central axes of the light-receiv~ 
ing surface 5 and the light~blocking plate 8 are aligned, 
if each side of the square light-receiving surface 5 has a 
length expressed as A, the length of each side of the 
square light-blocking plate 8 is expressed as 1A, and the 
distance between the light-receiving surface 5 and the 
light-blocking plate 8 is expressed as hA. It is also as’ 
sumed that a line normal to the light-receiving surface 5 
and the incident rays form an incident angle 0. On these 
assumptions, the sensitivity S of the photodiode is ex 
pressed by the following equation (I) in the case where 
no lighbblocking plate 8 is used: 

(C being the constant of proportion) (l) 

S expressed by the equation (1) assumes the maximum 
value when 0:0". The relative sensitivity Sr (%), 
which is the sensitivity ratio relative to the 100% sensi 
tivity determined by this maximum value of S, changes 
with changes in the incident angle 0 along a characteris 
tic curve indicated by the broken line in FIG. 5. Al 
though shown in FIG. 5 are relative sensitivity charac 
teristics with respect to the incident angle, these charac 
teristics correspond to the incident angle sensitivity 
characteristics. The relative sensitivity Sr characteristic 
describes a circular curve, and, as will be understood 
from the ?gure, the sensitivity Sr is lower when 0> 30°, 
i.e., when rays are incident from oblique directions than 
when 0:0", i.e., when rays are incident from directly 
right above. On the other hand, if the solar radiation 
sensor is used in a vehicle, correction in accordance 
with the solar radiation is most necessary when the 
directions of incidence are oblique, i.e., when 0:30‘ to 
60°, because at this time, the occupants _of the vehicle 
are most likely to be exposed to direct sunlight. For this 
reason, it is ‘undesirable if the incident angle sensitivity 
characteristic describes a circular curve, and the char 
acteristic should preferably describe a fan-shaped 
curve, exhibiting higher degrees of sensitivity when 
rays are obliquely incident. 

Next, a case where a light-blocking plate 8 is pro 
vided in a manner such as that shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 
will be described. When rays are vertically incident 
(i.e., when 0=0"), among the incident rays within a 
region a-d, the incident rays that are within a region 
b-c are blocked by the light-blocking plate 8, resulting 
in a large reduction in the sensitivity. However, when 
rays are obliquely incident (i.e., when 0 is greater than 
a certain angle), the incident rays, e.g. incident rays 
within a region e-f, are completely kept from being 
blocked by the light~blocking plate 8, resulting in no 
reduction in sensitivity being caused by the light-block 
ing plate 8. Consequently, the sensitivity obtained when 
rays are obliquely incident increases relative to the 
sensitivity obtained when rays are vertically incident. 
Thus, the incident angle sensitivity characteristic is 
improved. 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

65 

4 
In the case being discussed where a light-blocking 

plate 8 is provided in a manner such as that shown in 
FIGS. 3 and 4, the relative sensitivity Sr (i.e., the sensi 
tivity ratio relative to the 100% sensitivity determined 
by the maximum value obtained without using any 
light-blocking plate 8) changes with changes in the 
incident angle 0 in the manner expressed by the follow 
ing theoretical equations: 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Based on these theoretical equations, a certain combi 
nation of l and h which assures the minimum possible 
change in the relative sensitivity Sr within the range of 
0°§0=<=60° is calculated. As a result, 1:0.707 and h 
=0.473 are obtained. The incident angle relative sensi 
tivity Sr characteristic is calculated using the thus ob 
tained combination. The result of this calculation is 
indicated by the solid line in FIG. 5. The resultant char 
acteristic assures that Sr=48% to 52% within the range 
of O°§0_—<_60°, thus proving to be ?at and preferable. 
FIGS. 6 and 7 show the results of calculations con 

cerning how the con?guration described by the inci 
dent angle relative sensitivity characteristic changes 
when various values of l or h are used. FIG. 6 shows the 
manner in which the characteristic changes when h, the 
distance ratio, is varied from 0.1 to 2.0 while 1, the width 
ratio, remains ?xed at 0.7. The characteristic is ?attest 
when h=0.5. As h increases from this value, the sensi 
tivity ratio Sr increases with respect to 6 within the 
range between 30° and 50°. FIG. 7 shows the manner in 
which the characteristic changes when the width ratio 
l is varied from 0.2 to 0.9 while the distance ratio h 
remains ?xed at 0.5. The characteristic is ?attest when 
l=0.7. As 1 increases from this value, the sensitivity 
ratio Sr increases with respect to 6:0‘ whereas, as 1 
decreases, the sensitivity ratio Sr lowers with respect to 
0=0°. 

It will be understood from the explanation given 
above that when various values of l and h are combined, 
it is possible to produce various characteristic curves of 
the incident angle sensitivity ratio Sr characteristic, and 
it is also possible to select the optimal characteristic in 
accordance with the vehicle in which the solar radia 
tion sensor apparatus is to be installed. For instance, if a 
flat sensitivity characteristic with respect to the incident 
angle is desired, a sensor apparatus in which the dis 
tance ratio h is within the range between 0.4 and 1.0 and 
the width ratio 1 is within the range between 0.6 and 0.9 
can be used and can provide advantageous effects. Inci 
dentally, when the width ratio within the range be 
tween 0.6 to 0.9 is converted into the corresponding 
area ratio, the area ratio is approximately between 0.4 
and 0.8. 

In the above-described case, the light-blocking plate 
is ?at. However, in order to achieve a further increase 
in the sensitivity to obliquely incident rays, the light 
blocking plate may alternatively be pyramid-shaped. 
FIGS. 8 and 9 concern another case in which a light 
blocking plate 9 of the latter type is used. FIG. 8 is a 
view showing the positional relationship between the 
light-receiving surface 5 and the light-blocking plate f9, 
which is taken in the horizontal direction. FIG. 9 is a 
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view showing that relationship, which is taken from 
above. The light-blocking plate 9 has the con?guration 
of a regular quadrangular pyramid, and is disposed with 
the apex P of the pyramid being directed toward the 
light-receiving surface 5. The plate 9 has an arrange 
ment in which the apex angle (1) of the quadrangular 
pyramid is such that a straight line passes through the 
midpoint Q of a side of the base of the pyramid, the apex 
P, and the midpoint R of the opposing side of the light 
receiving surface 5. The plate 9 also has an arrangement 
in which the four side faces 90 to 9d of the quadrangular 
pyramid which face the light-receiving surface 5 are 
formed as mirror surfaces. The apex angle it can be 
expressed by the following equation: 

¢=2 tan-l {(I+l)/2H} (5) 

When rays are incident at an angle smaller than the 
incident angle 01 shown in FIG. 8, because the rays are 
blocked by the base of the quadrangular pyramid alone, 
the incident angle sensitivity characteristic is not influ 
enced by whether the four side faces 9:: to 9d exist or 
not. At this time, therefore, the characteristic is the 
same as that obtained in the case explained with refer~ 
ence to FIGS. 3 and 4, where a flat shaped light-block 
ing plate 8 is used. However, when rays are incident at 
an angle above 01, some of the rays which are within a 
region m-n, shown in FIG. 8, are directly incident on 
the light-receiving surface 5, and, in addition, other rays 
which are within a region o—p are incident on the light 
receiving surface 5 after they have been re?ected by the 
side face 9a of the quadrangular pyramid. As a result, 
the sensitivity ratio Sr increases when compared to that 
obtained by using the ?at-light-blocking plate 8. In this 
way, it is possible to increase the sensitivity in the re 
gions in which rays are obliquely incident and in which 
the relative sensitivity Sr might drop as sharply as indi 
cated by the broken line in FIG. 5. Thus, the incident 
angle sensitivity characteristic can be further improved. 

In the examples illustrated in the foregoing explana— 
tions, since the central axis of the light-receiving surface 
5 and the central axis of the light-blocking plate 8 or 9 
are aligned, the resultant characteristic. curve of the 
incident angle sensitivity characteristic has a symmetric 
con?guration with respect to the central axis of the 
light-receiving surface 5. However, with certain con?g 
urations of the relevant vehicle, it is desired that the 
characteristic curve be asymmetric with respect to the 
central axis. For instance, if a solar radiation sensor 
apparatus 10 is installed in a typical passenger car as 
shown in FIG. 10, the sensor apparatus 10 is usually 
disposed on the upper surface of the instrument panel 
and adapted to mainly detect solar radiation entering 
through the front windshield. On the other hand, the 
degree to which occupants of the vehicle are exposed to 
the solar radiation greatly varies depending on whether 
the rays of solar radiation are incident from the front 
side or the rear side of the vehicle. When the solar 
radiation rays are incident from the front side of the 
vehicle, occupants may be directly exposed to rays, as 
denoted at q-r, whereas when the solar radiation rays 
are incident from the rear side of the vehicle, the rays 
are blocked by the roof and are thus kept from being 
directly cast on the occupants, as denoted at t -u. How 
ever, rays are incident on the solar radiation sensor 
apparatus 10 from both the front side and the rear side, 
as denoted at s-u. If the incident angle sensitivity char 
acteristic is a symmetrical characteristic SO, rays from 
the front side and rays from the rear side are detected as 
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6 
being at the same value. This is disadvantageous be 
cause correction in accordance with the solar radiation 
cannot be performed in compliance with the degree by 
which the temperature perceived by the occupants is 
raised on account of the solar radiation. In such cases, 
therefore, an asymmetrical characteristic S1 whereby 
rays from the front side are detected with a relatively 
higher sensitivity while a relativity the rays from the 
rear side are detected with a relatively lower sensitivity, 
is preferred to insert the symmetrical characteristic SO. 
In order to achieve such an asymmetrical characteris 
tics $1, the central axis of the light-receiving surface 5 
and that of the light-blocking plate 8 are shifted from 
each other, as shown in FIGS. 11 and 12. For instance, 
the light-blocking plate 8 is shifted toward the rear side 
of the vehicle. 

Following the foregoing explanations concerning the 
principles, the speci?c‘structure of a solar radiation 
sensor apparatus to which the present invention is ap 
plied will now be described. 
FIG. 13 is a partially cutaway perspective view of a 

solar radiation sensor apparatus in which a photodiode 
1 of a metal-case type is used. The sensor apparatus has 
an arrangement achieved in the following manner. 
First, a transparent substrate 13 (see FIG. 14) support 
ing a light-blocking plate 12 is disposed within an outer 
case 11 formed of a transparent resin material. The 
photodiode 1 and an inner case 14 holding the photodi 
ode 1 therein are disposed in the case 11, and leads 16 
connected to a connector 15 are soldered to lead bases 
leads of the photodiode 1. Finally, these members in the 
case 11 are sealed with a ?ller material 17 such as an 

epoxy resin. Thus, according to this embodiment, in 
contrast with the arrangement shown in FIG. 1 in 
which the light-blocking plate is provided on the aper 
ture glass 4, the light-blocking plate 12 is provided on 
the transparent substrate 13 which is separate from the 
photodiode 1 as shown in FIG. 14. The transparent 
substrate 13 can be prepared by stamping a transparent 
sheet material to obtain a disc, and effecting printing on 
the center of the disc to provide a light-blocking printed 
portion. Instead of providing the light-blocking plate 12 
on the transparent substrate 13, a different light-block 
ing plate 18 may be prepared by simply stamping an 

'opaque sheet material or thin metal material, while 
providing a main light-blocking portion 180 in the cen 
ter, as shown in FIG. 15. _ 

FIG. 16 shows another solar radiation sensor appara 
tus. The structure of this sensor apparatus is substan 
tially the same as that shown in FIG. 13, except that a 
light-blocking plate 19 has an arrangement in which the 
principles of the pyramid-shaped light-blocking plate 9 
shown in FIGS. 8 and 9 are adopted. More speci?cally, 
as shown in FIG. 17, the light-blocking plate 19 is pre 
pared by stamping a thin mirror-surfaced metal plate, 
and simultaneously stamping a quadrangular pyramid 
shaped light-blocking portion 190 in the center. By 
virtue of this arrangement, the sensitivity to obliquely 
incident rays can be further improved, as described 
before regarding the light-blocking plate 9. 

If the light-blocking plate is pyramid—shaped while 
the side faces of the pyramid are mirror-?nished, this is 
advantageous for the'following reason. When rays are 
obliquely incident at an angle greater than a certain 
incident angle, part of the rays are directly incident on 
the light-receiving surface and, in addition, another part 
of the rays are incident on that surface after having been 
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re?ected by a side face of the pyramid. In this way, the 
sensitivity to rays which are obliquely incident is in 
creased, thereby allowing the incident angle sensitivity 
characteristic to possess a further improved characteris 
tic curve. 

If the light-receiving surface and the light-blocking 
plate are disposed with their centers being shifted from 
each other, the incident angle sensitivity characteristic 
becomes asymmetric in the direction in which the cen 
ters are relatively shifted. This arrangement may be 
advantageously adopted when it is desired that the 
incident angle sensitivity characteristic be asymmetric 
in the back-and-forth direction of the vehicle. 
As has been described above, the ratio of the area of 

the light-blocking plate with respect to the area of the 
light-receiving surface may preferably be within the 
range between 0.4 and 0.8, and the ratio of the distance 
between the light-receiving surface and the light-block 
ing plate with respect to the width of the light-receiving 
surface may preferably be within the range between 0.4 
to 1.0. 
The light-blocking plate may be a coating or a flat 

surfaced object such as a ?lm. Also, the light-blocking 
plate may alternatively have a pyramid-shaped overall 
con?guration disposed with the apex of the pyramid 
shape being directed to the light-receiving surface. In 
this case, the side faces of the pyramid shape may pref 
erably be mirror-?nished. 
The center of the light-receiving surface and the 

center of the light-blocking plate may be aligned. How 
ever, in accordance with the condition of use, the center 
of the light-blocking plate may be shifted from the cen 
ter of the light-receiving surface. 
By virtue of the above-described arrangements of the 

present invention, the light-blocking plate which is 
smaller than the light-receiving surface blocks part of 
rays incident on the light-receiving surface, thereby 
lowering the level of the sensitivity of the photoelectric 
element. Because the level of sensitivity is lowered by a 
relatively smaller degree when rays are obliquely inci 
dent on the light-receiving surface than when rays are 
vertically incident on that surface, it is possible to im 
prove the con?guration of the characteristic curve of 
the incident angle sensitivity characteristic. The incor 
poration of the light-blocking plate causes substantially 
no increase in the external dimensions of the photoelec 
tric element and, hence, causes no increase in the exter— 
nal dimensions of the solar radiation sensor apparatus. 
In addition, the incorporation of the light-blocking plate 
causes only a small increase in production cost. 

In particular, it is possible to produce a flat character 
istic curve of the incident angle sensitivity characteris 
tic if the ratio of the area of the light-blocking plate with 
respect to the area of the light-receiving surface is be 
tween 0.4 and 0.8, and the ratio of the distance between 
the light-receiving surface and the light-blocking plate 
with respect to the width of the light-receiving surface 
is between 0.4 and LO. 
Thus, according to the present invention, the incident 

angle sensitivity characteristic can be improved without 
involving any increase in the external dimensions of the 
solar radiation sensor apparatus, and with substantially 
no increase in production cost being incurred. 
We claim: 
1. A solar radiation sensor apparatus comprising: 
a photoelectric element having a light-receiving sur 

face; and 
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8 
a light-blocking plate disposed a predetermined dis 

tance above said light-receiving surface and having 
an area smaller than the area of said light-receiving 
surface; 

wherein the predetermined distance and the area of 
the light-blocking plate are selected such that the 
light-blocking plate blocks solar radiation from 
illuminating a portion of the light-receiving surface 
when an incident angle of the solar radiation is less 
than a predetermined incident angle and permits 
the solar radiation to illuminate the entire light 
receiving surface when the incident angle of the 
solar radiation is at least equal to the predetermined 
incident angle. 

2. A solar radiation sensor apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the center of said light-receiving sur 
face and the center of said light-blocking plate are 
shifted from each other. 

3. A solar radiation sensor apparatus comprising: 
a photoelectric element having alight-receiving sur 

face; and 
a light-blocking plate disposed a predetermined dis 

tance above said light-receiving surface and having 
an area smaller than the area of said light-receiving 
surface; 

wherein the ratio of the area of said light-blocking 
plate with respect to the area of said light-receiving 
surface is between 0.4 to 0.8, and the ratio of the 
distance between said light-receiving surface and 
said light-blocking plate with respect to the width 
of said light-receiving surface is between 0.4 to 1.0. 

4. A solar radiation sensor apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein the center of said light-receiving sur 
face and the center of said light-blocking plate are 
shifted from each other. 

5. A solar radiation sensor apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein said light-blocking plate is pyramid 
shaped, and is disposed with the apex of the pyramid 
shape being directed to said light-receiving surface, side 
faces of the pyramid shape being mirror-?nished. 

6. A solar radiation sensor apparatus according to 
claim 5, wherein the center of light-receiving surface 
and the center of said light-blocking plate are shifted 
from each other. 

7. A solar radiation sensor apparatus comprising: 
a photoelectric element having a light-receiving sur 

face; and 
a light-blocking plate disposed a predetermined dis 

tance above said light-receiving surface and having 
an area smaller than the area of said light~receiving 
surface; 

wherein said light-blocking plate is pyramid-shaped, 
and is disposed with the apex of the pyramid shape 
being directed to said light-receiving surface, side 
faces of the pyramid shape being mirror-finished. 

8. A solar radiation sensor apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein the center of said light-receiving sur 
face and the center of said light-blocking plate are 
shifted from each other. 

9. A solar radiation sensor apparatus comprising: a 
photoelectric element having alight-receiving surface; 
and a light-blocking plate disposed above said light 
receiving surface and having an area smaller than the 
area of said light-receiving surface, said light-blocking 
plate being disposed in such a manner that, when the 
incident angle 0 of solar radiation is between 30° and 
60°, the entire light-receiving surface is irradiated by the 
incident rays. 
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10. A solar radiation sensor apparatus comprising: 
a photoelectric-element semiconductor chip having a 

light-receiving surface; 
a transparent body which is mold-formed around the 

entire periphery of said semiconductor chip except 
said light-receiving surface; 

a piece of light-blocking tape having an area smaller 
than the area of said light-receiving surface and 
serving as alight-blocking plate, said piece of light~ 
blocking tape being adhered to a surface compris 
ing at least one of glass and mold-formed resin, said 
surface being disposed at a predetermined distance 
from said light-receiving surface of said semicon 
ductor chip; and 

leads for supplying electric power. 
11. A solar radiation sensor apparatus according to 

claim 10, wherein the ratio of the area of said light 
blocking plate with respect to the area of said light 
receiving surface is between 0.4 and 0.8, and the ratio of 
the distance between said light-receiving surface and 
said light-blocking plate with respect tot he width of 
said light-receiving surface is between 0.4 and 1.0. 

12. A solar radiation sensor apparatus according to 
claim 10, wherein said light-blocking plate is pyramid 
shaped, and is disposed with the apex of the pyramid 25 
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shape being directed to said light-receiving surface, side 
faces of the pyramid shape being mirror-?nished. 

13. A solar radiation sensor apparatus according to 
claim 10, wherein the center of said light-receiving 
surface and the center of said light-blocking plate are 
shifted from each other. 

14. A solar radiation sensor apparatus comprising: 
a photodiode on an upper surface of which a photoe 

lectric-element semiconductor chip having a light 
receiving surface is disposed; 

a transparent substrate which covers an upper surface 
of said semiconductor chip and on which a light 
blocking portion having an area smaller than the 
area of the light-receiving surface is printed, said 
light-blocking portion being printed on said trans 
parent substrate at a predetermine distance from 
said upper surface of said semiconductor chip; 

an inner case surrounding the periphery of said pho 
todiode; 

an outer case surrounding the peripheries of said 
‘transparent substrate and said inner case; and 

a filler material which ?lls an opening of said outer 
case and in which leads are partially impregnated. 
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