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PATIENT SUPPORT STRUCTURE 

This application is a division of Ser. No. 07/081,702, 
?led Aug. 3, 1987, now U.S. Pat. No. 4,949,413, which 
is a continuation in part of Ser. No. 06/814,610, ?led 
Dec. 30, 1985, now U.S. Pat. No. 4,745,647 and Ser. No. 
O6/9l2,774, ?led Sept. 26, 1986, now U.S. Pat. No. 
4,768,249. . 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to an improved patient 

support structure, and more particularly to a patient 
support structure having a plurality of gas-?lled sacks 
upon which the patient is supported. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,488,322 to Hunt et al discloses a mat 
tress and bed construction having in?atable air sacks 
mounted on the mattress and connected to ports of 
header chambers which are incorporated into the mat 
tress. Air is supplied to the sacks via conduits connected 
to the header chambers. The mattress is laid on the 
rigid, tubular steel frame base of a standard hospital bed. 
The in?atable sacks are mounted transversely of the 
mattress and connected to the header chambers on op 
posite sides by releasable connectors. Air is passed into 
the header chamber on one side of the mattress and 
exhausted from the air sack on the opposite side 
through a corresponding exhaust header chamber. A 
control valve regulates the ?ow of air which is permit 
ted to escape from the exhaust header chambers to 
permit individual control of the pressure and rate of 
?ow of air through each air sack or group of air sacks. 
The air sacks are divided into groups so that the sacks in 
each group can be set at a pressure which is appropriate 
for the part of the patient’s body which is supported at 
that point. The air inlet and exhaust ports and control 
valves are grouped together in a single housing or pair 
of housings located at one end of the mattress. The 
control valves prevent air leakage from one of the air 
sacks from affecting the remainder of the sacks. A bel 
lows is provided for adjusting the contour or overall 
shape of the mattress, and remotely operated air valves 
are provided for operating the bellows. The remotely 
operated air valve comprises a chamber divided by a 
?exible diaphragm into an inlet and an outlet, the dia 
phragm being movable between two extreme positions. 
The outlet includes a tube which projects into the 
chamber, and at one of the extreme positions of the 
diaphragm, the end of this inlet tube is sealed by the 
diaphragm. When the diaphragm is at its other extreme 
position, the diaphragm allows air to escape into the 
chamber through the tube. 

In U.S. Pat. No. 4,099,276 to Hunt et al, a support 
appliance is disclosed as having articulated sections in 
which at least one section is raised pneumatically by 
means of a bellows, the raisable section having a hinged 
connection with the adjacent section to allow relative 
movement of theipivoting sections longitudinally of the 
appliance during relative angular movement. A control 
valve is disposed between the bellows and a source of 
pressurized air, the control valve being arranged to feed 
air automatically to the bellows as required to maintain 
the bellows in a predetermined in?ated condition. The 
valve is connected to the hinged portion of the bed by 
a mechanical connection such as a line and pulley sys 
tem which is able to accommodate the movement of the 
hinged part relative to the ?xed part of the bed because 
the axis about which the hinged portion pivots, is not 
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2 
?xed. This movable axis eliminates the problem of the 
in?ated sacks preventing the desired pivoting move 
ment. 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,909,858 to Ducker discloses a bed 
comprising air sacks formed with excess material which 
is used to attach the sacks to an air supply manifold, 
with the air pressure cooperating with the excess mate 
rial to create a seal. 

British Patent speci?cation 1,273,342, (inventor Hop 
kins), published on May 10, 1972, discloses an air ?uid— 
ized bed having a plurality of in?atable air cells, which 
are either formed of porous material or provided with 
air escape holes that provide air circulation beneath the 
patient. As shown in FIGS. 3-5 of the British patent, 
the cells are contiguously arranged and disposed in 
three end to end or longitudinally aligned rows that are 
also transversely aligned, i.e., across the mattress from 
one side to the other. Valves are provided for indepen 
dently in?ating groups of cells so that the cells support 
ing the different regions of the patient can be provided 
with different levels of air pressure. The cells rest upon 
an articulatable bed frame. The supply of compressed 
air is temperature controlled and ?ltered. In an alterna 
tive embodiment, shown in FIG. 8, three cells are 
formed from a single piece of material, gussets or ?llets 
being provided between the cells. 

It is desirable for the custodial operator of a patient ' 
support structure to be able to transport a patient residl 
ing on the ‘structure by transporting the structure in 
stead of moving the patient to a separate transport de 
vice. This permits the operator to move patients to 
specialized treatment areas without the necessity of 
physically picking them up from the support unit and 
transferring them to a mobile unit. This is especially 
desirable with burn patients who cannot be moved 
without compromising their therapeutic progress. 
However, since most patient support structures with 
in?atable sacks rely on electric power supplied through 
a wall outlet for powering the device which keeps the 
sacks in?ated, moving the structure requires some way 
of maintaining power, such as remaining connected to 
the wall outlet. This is because of the necessity of pro 
viding some means of making compressed gas available 
to the sacks of the patient support structure during the 
process of moving the patient support structure in order 
to maintain the gas ?ow and pressure at appropriate 
levels in the sacks. 

In the past, solutions proposed to this problem have 
involved the provision of a battery powered electrical 
inverter which converts direct battery current into 

' alternatingycurrent for use by an AC blower which 
forms part of the support structure and supplies gas to 
the sacks of same. Another proposal involves the provi 
sion of a separate battery/blower package which forms 
part of the gas distribution duct work of the patient 
support structure and takes over the gas supply function 
of the AC blower that requires a AC electric outlet. 
Both of the proposed solutions are ?awed on the 

grounds of both electrical ef?ciency and operator con 
venience. In both cases, one or more heavy, cumber 
some devices must be attached to the patient support 
structure. The devices then limit the mobility of the 
entire patient support structure by increasing its length 
or width, and accordingly interfering with doorways 
and elevators during the transport process. Further 
more, the size and weight of the batteries which must be 
provided depend not only on the travel time anticipated 
by the transfer, but also upon the electrical ef?ciency of 
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the process by which the battery power is converted 
into the compressed gas required by the sacks of the 
patient support structure. 
Another problem with patient support structures 

having in?atable gas sacks is the sensitivity of the gas 
?ow pro?le in the sacks to manufacturing and assembly 
tolerances in the valves which control the ?ow of gas 
supplied to the sacks. A further problem can be pres 
ented by the manner in which the gas is exhausted from 
the sacks, since the exhausting gas can be noisy and the 
temperature of the exhausting gas could be uncomfort 
able to the patient, if the exhaust occurs at a location 
where the patient might be affected. 

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

It is a principal object of the present invention to 
provide an improved patient support structure compris 
ing a plurality of in?atable sacks maintainable at proper 
levels of air sack in?ation during transport of the struc 
ture or during emergency power blackouts. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved patient support structure comprising a 
plurality of in?atable sacks in which combinations of 
adjacent sacks de?ne support zones that support differ 
ent regions of the patient at differing sack pressures 
without causing distortion of the shapes of the sacks 
de?ning the extreme sacks of adjacent support zones of 
differing pressures. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide an improved patient support structure having a 
plurality of in?atable sacks and that contains means for 
making compressed air available to the sacks during a 
transfer of the structure or during a power blackout, the 
means being both electrically ef?cient and convenient 
for the operator without being physically bulky or cum 
bersome. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved patient support structure comprising a 
plurality of in?atable sacks with reduced through-sack 
air ?ow and reduced requirements for blower power to 
maintain the sacks at the desired in?ation levels. 
An additional object of the present invention is to 

provide an improved patient support structure having a 
plurality of in?atable sacks which are pressurized by a 
small, compact, high-speed brushless DC motored 
blower that is more ef?cient from the standpoint of 
electrical power efficiency, weight efficiency, and 
space ef?ciency than conventional AC motors. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-v 
vide an improved patient support structure comprising 
a plurality of in?atable sacks that are divided into sup 
port zones which are provided with a means of easily 
altering the number of sacks in each zone to accommo 
date patients who vary widely in height, weight and 
body shape. , 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved patient support structure comprising a 
plurality of in?atable sacks wherein at least one variable 
volume gas ?ow restriction is connected to a gas ?ow 
manifold to provide an adjustable out?ow of gas from 
the gas sacks attached to each manifold to enhance the 
ability to con?gure the bed very speci?cally to patients 
of different physiological characteristics such as height, 
weight, amputated extremities, etc. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved patient support structure comprising a 
plurality of in?atable sacks wherein at least one variable 
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volume gas ?ow restriction is connected to at least one 
air ?ow manifold to provide an adjustable out?ow of 
gas from the gas sacks attached to each manifold to 
enhance the ability to offset normal variations in ?ow 
rates owing to errors and tolerances associated with the 
valve means which controls the supply of gas to the 
sacks. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved patient support structure comprising a 
plurality of in?atable sacks ‘having means for varying 
the rate of delivery of gas to the sacks to allow modest 
?ows for small people, greater ?ows for large people, 
and a still larger ?ow to overin?ate the bags for facili 
tating patient transfer from the support structure. 
A still further object of the present invention is to 

provide an improved patient support structure compris 
ing a plurality of in?atable sacks wherein a number of 
adjacent sacks are provided with means for conve 
niently de?ating same for lowering a patient closer to 
the ?oor and stabilizing the patient before removal from 
the support structure. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved patient support structure comprising a 
plurality of in?atable sacks atop a rigid planar surface, 
wherein means are provided for quickly de?ating par 
ticular sacks for lowering a patient supported thereon to 
the planar surface to facilitate application of an emer 
gency medical procedure, such as CPR, which requires 
a solid surface beneath the patient. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved patient support structure comprising a 
plurality of in?atable sacks, wherein the structure is 
articulatable to elevate different portions thereof and 
the pressures in adjacent sacks at a particular location 
automatically adjust according to the degree of eleva 
tion of the patient. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved patient support structure comprising a 
plurality of in?atable sacks, the support structure being 
articulatable and provided with automatic step-wise 
adjustment of pressures in the sacks as the support struc 
ture is elevated and further permitting a limited range of 
continuous pressure adjustment under the control of the 
patient. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide an improved patient support structure that is ar 
ticulatable and has a plurality of in?atable sacks 
wherein the sacks and users are protected against pinch 
points during articulation of the structure, and the struc 
ture is easily cleanable and prevents ?uid discharges 
from soiling the structure. 
An additional object of the present invention is to 

provide an improved patient support structure having a 
plurality of in?atable sacks that protects a patient being 
moved across the support structure, from any skin dam 
age that otherwise might result from contact with the 
?ttings used to connect the sacks with a gas source. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved patient support structure comprising a 
plurality of in?atable sacks that provides a means of 
signaling when a portion of the patient is resting against 

- an insuf?ciently in?ated sack. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention 
will be set forth in part in the description which follows, 
and in part will be obvious from the description, or may 
be learned by practice of the invention. The objects and 
advantages of the invention may be realized and at 
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tained by means of the instrumentalities and combina 
tions particularly pointed out in the appended claims. 
To achieve the objects and in accordance with the 

purpose of the invention, as embodied and broadly 
described herein, the improved patient support struc 
ture of this invention comprises a frame and a plurality 
of elongated in?atable sacks. Disposed side-by-side atop 
the frame, the sacks have opposing side walls, opposing 
top and bottom walls, and opposing end walls. Some of 
the sacks have at least one vertical slot extending 
through both opposing side walls from the top wall 
almost to the center of the side wall. In sacks having 
only a single slot, the slot is positioned preferably at the 
center of the sack. In sacks having two slots, each slot 
preferably is spaced evenly from the other and from the 
nearest end of the sack so as to divide the top wall of the 
sack into three sections of equal length. 
The end walls of the sacks have upper and lower 

attachment means thereon. 
Gas supply means is provided in communication with 

each of the sacks for supplying gas to same. The gas 
supply means preferably comprises a blower which 
supplies low pressure air. A plurality of pipes and gas 
?ow manifolds carries the air from the blower to the 
individual sacks. The blower preferably is powered by a 
brushless DC motor which normally is run from recti 
?ed AC house current. 
The gas supply means further includes gas supply 
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interruption prevention means associated therewith. ' 
The gas supply interruption prevention means prefera 
bly includes means for producing electric power for the 
brushless DC motor, the electric power production 
means preferably comprising one or more electric bat 
teries. The gas supply interruption prevention means 
further comprises means for selectively and automati 
cally switching between connecting the recti?ed AC 
house current to the brushless DC motor and connect 
ing the batteries to the brushless DC motor. The power 
source switching means preferably comprises circuitry 
to automatically switch to DC battery power when the 
AC power supply should cease for any reason such as 
emergency power blackout or transport of the patient 
support structure from one location to another. 

Because of the low air ?ow requirements of the sacks 
and the relative high ef?ciency of the brushless DC 
motor which powers the blower, power requirements 
are commensurately low enough so that the DC battery 
power supply is compact enough to be self-contained 
and carried unobtrusively by the patient support struc 
ture. 
The gas supply means further comprises an individual 

gas conduit means for each sack. The gas conduit means 
preferably comprises a relatively short length of ?exible 
tubing. Each gas conduit means is preferably connected 
to one of a plurality of gas flow manifolds. A separate 
gas flow manifold is provided as a common source of 
gas flow to the sacks constituting one of the patient 
support zones which are assigned to different groups of 
sacks on the patient support structure. The gas conduit 
means is preferably detachably connected to each sack 
to facilitate removing the sacks for maintenance and 
cleaning of the sack or other patient support structure 
components. 
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6 
sacks. Each combination of sacks de?nes a separate 
support zone. The control means preferably includes a 
multi-outlet, variable flow, gas valve, and a control 
circuit for the multi-outlet valve that automatically 
controls the valve settings according to predetermined 
pressure parameters for the sacks. - 

Noise muf?ing means is preferably provided for the 
multi-outlet, variable ?ow, gas valve. As embodied 
herein, a primary silencer is connected to each outlet of 
the multi-outlet, variable ?ow, gas valve to act as the 
sound muf?ing means. The air ?ow exiting each outlet 
of the gas valve passes through the primary silencer 
before ?owing further through ?exible piping or tubing 
to one of the gas flow manifolds to which one or more 
gas conduit means is connected. . 
Means are provided to adjust the amount of air ex 

hausted from the gas supply loop that ?ows from the 
blower to the individual in?atable sacks in each support 
zone. As embodied herein, the means for adjusting 
zonal gas exhaust preferably comprises a gas ?ow muf 
?er connected to each gas flow manifold and having a 
variable gas ?ow restriction. 

Sack retaining means is provided for retaining the 
sacks in a disposition when in?ated such that side walls 
of same are generally vertically oriented with side walls 
of adjacent sacks being in contact along at least a signi? 
cant portion of the heights of same. The retaining means 
ha's attachment means thereon matable with the 'sack 
attachment means for removable securement of the 
upper and lower sack attachment means for removable 
securement of the sacks thereto whereby the sacks 
when in?ated are generally maintained in their verti 
cally oriented disposition irrespective of pressure vari 
ance between sacks. The retaining means also has at 
tachment means which is matable with the attachment 
means provided along the frame and adjacent opposite 
ends of the sacks. 
The upper and lower attachment means on the end 

walls of the sacks preferably comprises upper and lower 
snap members. The retaining means attachment means 
and the attachment means provided along the frame 
adjacent opposite ends of the sacks, also preferably 
comprise snap members of the type preferred for the 
upper and lower attachment means of the sacks. The 
upper snap members preferably are high retention force 
snaps, while the lower snaps can be snaps of lower 
retention force. 
The sack retaining means preferably comprises a 

plurality of panels formed of material identical to the 
material forming the sacks and having on one side 
thereof, snap members matable with the snap members 
on the end walls of the sacks and with the snap members 
on the frame. 
The present invention further includes a multi-outlet, 

variable ?ow, gas valve, comprising a housing de?ning 
an inlet and a passageway, the inlet communicating 
with the passageway; at least one cylinder chamber 
de?ned within the housing and communicating with the 

' passageway; a discrete outlet for each of the cylinder 
60 

Control means associated with the gas supply means _' 
and the sacks is provided for controlling supply of gas 
to each of the sacks according to a predetermined pres 
sure pro?le across the plurality of sacks and according 
to a plurality of predetermined combinations of the 

65 

chambers and communicating therewith; and means for 
variably controlling communication of the inlet with 
each of the outlets through the passageway and through 
each of the respective cylinder chambers. 
The variable communication control means com 

prises a piston slidably receivedwithin each of the cyl 
inder chambers, and means for orienting the piston at a 
predetermined location within the cylinder chamber. 
The piston blocks all communication between each of 
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the outlets and the inlet when the piston is oriented at at 
least one predetermined location within the cylinder 
chamber. The piston permits maximum communication 
between the outlet and the inlet through the cylinder 
chamber when the piston is oriented at another prede 
termined location within the cylinder chamber. The 
piston permits a predetermined degree of communica 
tion between each outlet and the inlet through each 
cylinder chamber depending upon the orientation of the 
piston within each cylinder chamber. 
The means for orienting the piston at a predetermined 

location preferably comprises a threaded opening ex 
tending through the piston and concentric with the 
longitudinal centerline thereof, a shaft having a 
threaded exterior portion engaging the threaded open 
ing of the piston, means for precluding full rotation of 
the piston, and means for rotating the shaft whereby 
rotation of the shaft causes displacement of the piston 
along the shaft in the cylinder chamber. The direction 
of the displacement depends on the direction of rotation 
of the shaft. The means for precluding full rotation of 
the piston preferably comprises a projection extending 
from the piston into a channel formed in the cylindrical 
side wall of the cylinder chamber. The shaft rotation 
means preferably comprises a DC electric motor at 
tached to one end of the shaft, either directly or through 
a reduction gear box. 
The multi-outlet, variable flow, gas valve further 

comprises means for indicating the degree of communi 
cation between each of the outlets and the inlet that is 
being permitted by the piston. The indicating means 
preferably comprises a potentiometer having a rotatable 
axle attached to one end of the shaft, for varying the 
voltage across the potentiometer depending upon the 
number of rotations of the shaft. 
The multi-outlet, variable flow, gas valve further 

comprises flow restriction means received within each 
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outlet. Preferably, the flow restriction means comprises - 
an elongated-shaped opening de?ned in the housing 
between the cylinder chamber and the outlet. The 1on 
gitudinal axis of the opening is oriented parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the shaft. 
The multi-outlet, variable flow, gas valve further 

comprises means for substantially reducing the noise of 
gas flow exiting at least one of the discreet valve hous 
ing outlets. As embodied herein, the noise reduction 
means preferably comprises a primary silencer which 
provides a gas flow path through sound deadening ma 
terial to reach a collimated noise reduction gas flow 
outlet. - ' 

The present invention further comprises means asso 
ciated with the frame for sensing the degree of articula 
tion of one of the articulatable sections of the frame. 

. The articulation sensing means preferably comprises a 
rod having one end communicating with one of the 
articulatable sections of the frame whereby articulating 
movement of the frame section displaces the rod along 
the longitudinal axis thereof. In a preferred embodi 
ment, the rod forms part of a step-wise linear switch 
which produces step-wise changes in a reference signal 
depending upon the angle of inclination of the frame. 
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Thus, the articulation sensing means performs a step- - 
wise sensing function. In another embodiment, the rod 
has a cam on the opposite end thereof which engages a 
plurality of cam-actuat'able switches as the rod is dis 
placed along its longitudinal axis during articulation of 
the frame. Engagement of the switch by the cam, sends 
an electrical signal to be used in a circuit comprising 

65 
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part of the present invention. The placement of each 
cam-actuatable switch relative to the cam of the rod, 
determines the angle of articulation of the frame that 
will be sensed by this particular embodiment of the 
articulation sensing means. This embodiment of the 
articulation sensing means also performs a step-wise 
sensing function. 
The multi-outlet valve control circuit further com 

prises articulation pressure adjustment means to vary 
the pressure in the sacks of each support zone, accord 
ing to the degree of articulation sensed by the articula 
tion sensing means. In the preferred embodiment, the 
articulation pressure adjustment means comprises a 
step-wise variable resistor, such as a thumbwheel 
switch, and an integrated circuit communicating with 
the articulation sensing means and selecting one of the 
preset thumbwheel switches according to the degree of 
articulation determined by the articulation sensing 
means. In another embodiment, the articulation pres 
sure adjustment means comprises a plurality of preset 
variable resistors instead of the thumbwheel switches. 
The accompanying drawings, which are incorpo-_ 

rated in and constitute a part of this speci?cation, illus 
trate embodiments of the invention, including the pres 
ently preferred embodiment, and, together with the 
description, serve to explain the principles of the inven 
tion. However, the invention is not limited to the spe 
ci?c embodiments illustrated in the drawings, which 
now are brie?y described. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side elevation view of an embodiment of 
the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of components of an 

embodiment of the present invention with parts of the 
frame indicated in phantom; 
FIG. 3a is a schematic view of components of an 

embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 3b is a schematic view of components of an 

embodiment of the present invention with two alterna 
tive conditions indicated in phantom; 
FIG. 4 is a partial perspective view of components of ' 

an embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 5 is a side plan view of components of an em 

bodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 6 is a detailed cross-section of components of an 

embodiment of the present invention shown in FIG. 5, 
with a connected condition indicated in phantom; 
FIG. 7a is a cross-sectional view of components of an 

embodiment of the present invention taken along the 
line VIIa-VIIa of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 7b is a top plan view taken along the lines 

VIIb—VIIb of FIG. 711; 
FIG. 7c is a top plan view taken along the lines 

VIIc-VIIc of FIG. 70; 
FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view taken along the lines 

VIII-VIII of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 9 is a perspective view of components of an 

embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 10 is a side plan view of components of an em 

bodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 11 is a schematic view of components of an 

embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 12 is a side elevational view of a conventional 

arrangement of air cells of differing pressures in a pa 
_ tient support structure; 

FIG. 13 is a side elevational view of components of 
an embodiment of the present invention; 
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FIG. 14 is a schematic of components of an embodi 
ment of the present invention; 
FIG. 15 is a schematic of components of an embodi 

ment of the present invention; 
FIG. 16 is a front plan view of a component of an 

embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 17 is a partial front plan view of components of 

an embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 18 is a detailed partial cross-section of compo 

nents of a preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion shown in FIG. 5; 
FIG. 19 illustrates a perspective view of an assembly 

of a component of an embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 
FIG. 19a shows a cut-away assembled view of the 

components shown in FIG. 19; 
FIG. 20 is a schematic of components of an embodi 

ment of the present invention; and 
' FIG. 21 illustrates a perspective view of an assembly 
of a component of an embodiment of the present inven 
tion. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Reference will now be made in detail to the present 
preferred embodiments of the invention, examples of 
which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 
The improved patient support structure of the inven 

tion comprises a frame which is capable of being ele 
vated and articulated. In the embodiment of the inven 
tion shown in FIG. 1, the frame is designated generally 
by the numeral 30 and comprises a plurality of con 
nected rigid members of a conventional articulatable 
hospital bed frame. Conventional means are provided 
for rendering the frame articulatable and for powering 
the movement of the articulatable sections of the frame. 
As is conventional, each articulatable section de?nes a 
joint 32 (FIGS. 3 and 4) for articulating movement 
thereabout by each articulatable section. A suitable 
frame is manufactured by Hill Rom of Batesville, Ind. 
Preferably, the frame comprises three sub-frames, in-' 
cluding a lower frame, a mid-frame and an upper frame, 
the latter designated generally by the numeral 34 in 
FIGS. 2, 3 and 13. 
As shown in FIG. 1, the frame further comprises a 

mid-frame 36, which also is rectangular and formed by 
side bars connected to two end bars. Four side struts 40 
depend from the mid-frame and have at their free ends 
provision for holding the ends of an axle 42 which ex 
tends between two opposed side struts 40. Four eleva 
tion struts 44 are provided with one end of each eleva 
tion strut pivotally attached to the shaft and the other 
end of each elevation strut pivotally attached to a 
mounting on the lower frame. 
As shown in FIGS. 2-6 and 13, the frame also in 

cludes an upper frame member 34, which measures in its 
horizontal fully extended state approximately 7 feet by 
3 feet and is preferably de?ned by a plurality of side 
angle irons 46 and a pair of C-shaped angle irons 48 at 
opposite ends of the upper frame member. The number 
of side angle irons comprising the upper frame member 
is dependent upon the number of articulatable sections. 
to be provided in the support structure. Preferably, as 
shown in FIG. 3,-the_ upper frame includes a head sec 
tion, a seat section, a thigh section, and a calf section. A 
pair of side angle irons ‘are aligned opposite each other 
to de?ne the seat section of the upper frame. Similarly, 
another pair of side angle irons are aligned opposite one 
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another to de?ne the thigh section of the upper frame. 
One of the C-shaped angle irons at one end of the upper 
frame de?nes the head section, while the other C‘ 
shaped angle iron de?nes the calf or foot section. 
As shown in FIG. 1, the upper frame is connected to 

the mid-frame by a plurality of depending struts 60 
which are pivotally mounted at their opposite ends to 
one of the mid-frame or the upper frame. The frame 
members can be formed from any sturdy material such 
as 11 gauge steel. 
The lower frame, generally 35, preferably comprises 

four members formed in a rectangle, and rests on four 
swiveling wheels. One wheel is received within the 
lower frame at each corner thereof. At least onemiddle 
support brace extends between the two side members of 
the lower frame to provide additional structural sup 
port. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the side angle irons are con 

nected to the C-shaped angle irons and to one another 
by pivoting connections at joints 32. For example, a 
bearing (not shown) is received within an opening (not 
shown) at opposite ends of the side angle iron, the bear 
ing carrying a journal 58 to permit pivoting movement 
between adjacent angle iron members. 
As shown in FIG. 1, the frame also may include a 

plurality of side guard rails 62. Guard rails 62 may be 
vertically adjustable and may be movable from one end 
of the frame to the other end. Moreover, conventional 
releasable means (not shown) can be provided for guard 
rails 62 to permit quick and easy lowering and storage 
of same. As shown in FIG. 1, the guard rail in the fore 
ground is in a lowered position. 

In accordance with the present invention, the frame 
has a planar upper surface de?ning a plurality of open 
ings therein. As embodied herein and shown for exam 
ple in FIGS. 2 and 4-6, upper frame 34 preferably com 
prises a plurality of flat plates 64 extending between 
opposed angle irons 46, 48, to provide a planar upper 
surface for each articulatable section of upper frame 34. 
The flat plates preferably are attached to the angle irons 
by conventional mechanical fastening means, such as 
screws. ‘ - 

In another embodiment (not shown), the upper frame 
member can comprise an integral member having a 
planar upper surface and having side members depend 
ing therefrom and integral therewith. This alternative 
embodiment eliminates the need for the fastening means 
used to attach plates 64 to angle irons 46, 48. 

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, each 
plate de?ning the upper surface of the frame, preferably 
comprises a plurality of openings 66 for allowing pas 
sage therethrough of a gas supply means, which carries 
the gas supplied to each sack to be described hereinaf 
ter. In further accordance with the present invention, 
each plate opening 66 has a depressed portion 68 (also 
referred to as a countersunk portion) formed there 
around. 
As shown in FIGS. 1-5, 11 and 13, the improved 

patient support structure of the present invention also 
includes a plurality of elongated in?atable sacks 70. 
When in?ated, the sacks are formed into a generally 
rectangular box shape as shown in FIGS. 1, 4 and 5. 
Each sack has a top wall 72 opposed to a bottom wall 
74, two opposed side walls 76, and two opposed end 
walls 78. Each of the sacks preferably measures 36 
inches long by 4.5 inches wide by 10 inches tall. Thus, 
the top wall of each sack is approximately 36 inches in 
length and about 4.5 inches in width. The preferred 


























