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FLOATING INSECT SCREEN 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to the ?eld of screen structures 
to preclude insects from an enclosed area. More particu 
larly, the invention relates to the ?eld of ?oating screen 
structures adapted to be used by an individual swimmer 
in a pool or lake. 

Recreation in the warm summer months often in 
volves activities in a swimming pool or lake. Unfortu 
nately, the summer months also bring out a proliferation 
of biting or stinging insects which greatly hinder the 
enjoyment of such activities. In the case of swimming 
pools, many owners have resorted to the construction 
of costly screen enclosures surrounding the entire pool 
area. While this alleviates the bug problem, the large 
enclosures are unsightly and block out sunlight. They 
are permanent additions requiring upkeep which are not 
removable during the times when insects are not a prob 
lem. Thus there is a need for an inexpensive, temporary 
solution to the insect problem which provides protec 
tion when needed but is easily put aside when not 
needed. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a ?oating 
insect screen which protects the user from insects with 
out hindering the enjoyment of the pool or lake. It is a 
further object to provide such a device sized to meet the 
needs of an individual user. It is a further object to 
provide such a device that is mobile, whereby the user 
can move about in the water with the device moving 
with the user. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention comprises a ?oating base having a 
' relatively large central opening, of sufficient buoyancy 
to support a structural framework above the surface of 
the water. A screen or mesh material is attached to said 
framework and to said ?oating base to form a closed 
area within the interior of the framework, the screen 
forming a barrier between the interior of the device and 
the outside environment. The screen prevents insects 
from entering the interior of the device, while mini 
mally interfering with sunlight and breeze and allowing 
the user to freely communicate through said screen 
with sound and vision. The user utilizes the device by 
positioning his torso within the opening of the base, 
such that all parts of his body exposed above the water 
are within the interior of the device. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of 
the device, with portions of the mesh material removed 
for clarity. " 
FIG. 2 is a side view of an alternative embodiment of 

the framework structure of the device. 
FIG. 3 is a side view of device shown in use. 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a sea anchor attach 

able to said device. 
FIG. 5 is a partial view of a portion of the framework 

and screen, showing one method for attachment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

With reference to the various drawings accompany 
ing this disclosure, the device can be seen to generally 
comprise a ?oating base member 2 having a relatively 
large, unclosed opening 3, the base member 2 support 
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ing a framework 10 comprising relatively upright mem 
bers 4 to which is attached a mesh material 5. The mesh 
material 5 de?nes an enclosed interior area within the 
device, whereby the only entry into this interior area is 
through the large opening 3. 

Floating base member 2 is preferably of relatively 
thin or small cross-section, forming a closed perimeter 
structure de?ning a relatively large opening 3 in its 
interior. Base member 2 can be constructed of any mate 
rial which will provide buoyancy, such as cork, plastic 
(self-?oating or in?atable), foam, wood, etc., and which 
will be sufficiently rigid to support the upright frame 
work 10. Alternatively, base member 2 may addition 
ally comprise a horizontal frame member 6 constructed 
of rigid tubing or other structural materials, such as 
plastic or aluminum pipes or bars, to which ?oating 
materials 7 are then attached, as seen in FIG. 1. The 
opening 3 must be of suf?cient size to allow easy ingress 
and egress by the user and must therefore be a minimum 
of several feet across so that the base member 2 will 
surround the torso of the user. The opening 3 is such 
that when base member 2 is ?oating on the water sur 
face 20, passage through base member 2 requires pas 
sage from air to water .or vice versa. It is alternatively 
possible to create a much larger base member 2 if addi 
tional ?otation or surface area is desired. 
The particular shape of the base member 2 and the 

opening 3 is a matter of design choice. Base- member 2 ' 
may be square as shown in FIG. 1, circular as shown in 
FIG. 2, or of any other shape which enables the frame 
work 10 and mesh 5 to remain stable on the surface of 
the water 20. 

Attached to base member 2 are relatively vertical 
upright members 4. These upright members 4 are rigid 
and provide the support for the mesh material 5. The 
framework 10 may consist only of a plural number of 
upright members 4 as seen in FIG. 3, in which case said 
upright members 4 will meet at the top in a pyramid 
shaped arrangement. Alternatively, the upright mem 
bers 4 may be capped by a relatively horizontal upper 

. perimeter member 8. This upper perimeter 8 may be 
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square, as shown in FIG. 1, circular, as shown in FIG. 
2, or of any other suitable shape. The upper perimeter 8 
may be solid or covered by the mesh material 5. Prefer 
ably, the upright members 4 and upper perimeter 8 are 
constructed of rigid plastic tubing, such as PVC pipe, 
but they may be constructed of any suitably rigid and 
lightweight material such as aluminum, wood, etc. The 
upright members 4 and upper perimeter 8 are attached 
to each other by any common method, such as adhesive 
bonding, mechanical fasteners, friction ?ts, etc. Like 
wise, the upright members 4 may be attached to the base 
member 2 by any of the same methods. Furthermore, 
the framework 10 members may be molded into a one 
piece structure. ' 

Mesh material 5 is stretched between the upright 
members 4, and across upper perimeter 8 if present, to 
de?ne an enclosed interior area within framework 10. 
Mesh material 5 may be of any suitable ?exible material 
having relative small openings to preclude insects from 
traveling through the material. Common metal or plas 
tic screening is ideally suitable for this. The mesh mate 
rial 5 is attached to the upright members 4, the‘upper 
perimeter 8 and to the base member 2 or horizontal 
frame 6 by any suitable method such as adhesive bond 
ing, mechanical fasteners such as rivets 9 (as seen in 
FIG. 2), or by the use of plastic spline material 21 in 
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serted into a groove 22 (as seen in FIG. 5). Additionally, 
the upright members 4 can be molded directly onto the 
mesh material 5. With whatever method used, the mesh 
material 5 must completely enclose the framework 10 
and the base member 2, such that the only opening of 
signi?cant size to the interior of the device is through 
opening 3 in the base member 2. 

It may be preferable in certain situations, such as 
where currents are present, to provide means to anchor 
the device in a particular location. This may be accom 
plished by the connection of a weighted anchor 11 to 
the base member 2, as seen in FIG. 1, or by use of a sea 
anchor or drogue 12, shown in FIG. 4. Alternatively, it 
may be desired to attach the device to the user, in which 
case a tether 13 is used, as in FIG. 3. Additionally, 
portions of the mesh material 5 may be replaced by 
transparent plastic to form a viewing window 14, as 
seen in FIG. 1. 
The above illustrations and variations of the inven 

tion are set forth for purposes of illustration only, and it 
may be obvious to those skilled in the art to make 
changes in the nature of substitutions or equivalents. 
The full scope and de?nition of the invention is there 
fore to be as set forth in the following claims. 
‘ I claim: 

1. A ?oating insect screen comprising: 
(A) a base member adapted to ?oat on the surface of 

water, said base member having a perimeter de?n 
ing a relatively large, unclosed opening on .said 
water surface of sufficient size to surround a human 

torso; 
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4 
(B) relatively upright, rigid frame members attached 

to said base member; and 
(C) a mesh material attached between and to said 

upright frame members and to said base member, 
said mesh material de?ning a closed interior area 
above said water surface, whereby said large open 
ing in said base member provides the only entry 
into said interior area, said mesh material having 
openings suf?ciently small in size to preclude in 
sects from entering said interior area 

2. The device of claim 1, further comprising an upper 
perimeter member attached to said upright frame mem 
bers. . 

3. The device of claim 2 where said mesh material is 
attached between and to said upper perimeter. 

4. The device of claim 1, where said base member 
comprises a horizontal frame member and ?oating ma 
terials attached to said horizontal frame member. 

5. The device of claim 1, further comprising an an 
chor attached to said base member. 

6.- The device of claim 1, further comprising a drogue 
attached to said base member. 

7. The device of claim 1, further comprising a tether 
attached to said base member. 

8. The device of claim 1, further comprising a solid, 
transparent plastic member connected to said mesh 
material. 

91 The device of claim 1, where said upright members 
have grooves, and said mesh material is attached to said 
upright members by a spline material inserted into said 
grooves. 
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