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HIGH IMPACT THERMOPLASTIC POLYMER 
COMPOSITIONS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present case is concerned with high impact ther 
moplastic polymeric compositions. In particular, it is 
concerned with ethylene propylene diene elastomeric 
materials and ethylene propylene copolymers. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

US. Pat. No. 4,375,531 relates to a high melt ?ow 
rate, high impact, visbroken polymeric composition 
comprising block copolymers of polypropylene and 
ethylene and a second component such as a low density 
polyethylene. High amounts of expensive polypropyl 
ene is suggested for use in the composition. - , 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,970,719 teaches the preparation of 
block polymers of ole?nic materials utilizing titanium 
trihalides or trialkyl aluminum materials. Block copoly 
mers of ethylene and propylene are described utilizing 
the aforementioned catalysts. 
US. Pat. No. 4,088,714 relates to cross-linked melt 

?owable thermoplastic elastomer blend. The monoole 
?n polymer, the elastomer or rubber cross-linkable, low 
density polyethylene resin and polypropylene resin are 
mixed with a curing agent for the rubber and the low 
density polyethylene components and subjected to cur 
ing conditions. The curing takes place at sufficiently 
elevated temperatures for a sufficient period of time 
with continuous mixing to tightly, fully cure the rubber 
and low density polyethylene components to form an 
essentially non-melt ?owable discontinuous elastomer 
phase disbursed throughout the continuous phase of 
polypropylene. 

It is an object of the present invention to obtain a 
reaction product of a polymerized ethylene propylene 
diene monomer (EPDM) and an ethylene propylene 
copolymer and an organic peroxide where the reaction 
product will have a substantial impact resistance such as 
to meet or exceed the IZOD no-break impact testing. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Described is a high impact thermoplastic polymeric 
composition comprising the reaction product of a poly~ 
merized ethylene propylene diene monomer (EPDM) 
and an ethylene propylene copolymer and an organic 
peroxide capable of generating free radicals at operating 
reaction conditions, e.g. at least 175° Centigrade, 
wherein the EPDM material is present in an amount of 
about 2% to about 10% by weight of the total composi 
tion and wherein the ethylene propylene copolymer is 
present in an amount from 90 to 98% by weight of the 
composition and wherein the peroxide is present in an 
effective cross-linkable amount. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The high impact thermoplastic polymeric composi 
tions of the present invention are obtained by reacting a 
polymerized ethylene propylene diene monomer 
(EPDM) and a ethylene propylene copolymer and an 
organic peroxide at elevated temperatures generally in 
excess of approximately 175° Centigrade. 

It is important to have the reactants substantially 
thoroughly mixed in intimate admixture to insure suffi 
cient cross-linking of the reactants across the ethylenic 
unsaturated moieties of the reactants. Generally, the 
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2 
mixing takes place in an extruder having multiple heat 
ing zones. A preferred extruder is a ZSK twin screw 
extruder having 7 zones. The extruder screw can be run 
at varying revolutions per minute (rpm), such as 100 to 
400 rpm, preferably 200 to 350 rpm; at a temperature 
pro?le of from 100° to 175° Centigrade for zones 3 and 
4, l80°to 220° Centigrade for zones 5 and 6, approxi 
mately 200° to 225° Centigrade for zone 7, and 200° to 
210° Centigrade for zone 8; and at a die temperature of 
approximately 185° to 225° Centigrade, preferably 210° 
Centigrade. A variety of commercially available twin 
screw extruders can perform in a similar function. 
The EPDM material that may be used in the present 

invention is commercially available material. A pre 
ferred material is available under the name EPsyn 2308 
(Trademark of Copolymer Rubber & Chemical Corpo 
ration of Baton Rouge, La.). The polymer characteris 
tics for EPsyn 2308 are a Mooney viscosity of 24 (ML 
1+4 at 125° Centigrade), an ethylene content of 74 
weight percent and an ethylidiene norbornene content 
of 2.2 weight percent. The amount of EPDM material 
that is employed ranges from about 2 to 10% by weight 
of the total composition, preferably about 3-5%. Other 
dienes that may be used include 1,6-hexadiene, cyclo 
pentadiene and the like. 
The ethylene propylene copolymer is commercially 

available from a number of sources. One copolymer is 
available as Mitsui B240 (Trademark of Mitsui Corpora 
tion of Tokyo, Japan). The copolymer of ethylene prop 
ylene generally has a very low melt flow having a range 
of 0.2-2. Most commercially available copolymers hav 
ing a low melt flow, an appreciable ethylene propylene 
rubber content and high percent ethylene content are 
suitable feedstock for this process. The amount of ethyl 
ene propylene copolymer that is used ranges from about 
90 to about 98% by weight of the total composition, 
preferably 95 to about 97% by weight. 
The organic peroxide which is used in the present 

invention is one that will generate an effective amount 
of free radicals that will promote the cross-linking of 
ethylenically unsaturated moieties present in‘ either of 
the reactants. The cross-linking also occurs by virtue of 
the radicals generated from the peroxide attacking the 
hydrogens on the tertiary carbons of the ethylene prop 
ylene copolymers or the EPDM materials and then 
subsequently combining. Other free radical reactions 
which occur are chain scission in the ethylene propy 
lene copolymer chain. This results in a lowering of the 
average molecular weight of the polymer and gives a 
higher melt flow at higher temperatures. 
While Applicant does not wish to be held to any 

particular theory, it is believed that there is some cross 
linking of the reactants that occurs. This cross-linking 
causes the impact strength of the polymer to increase 
markedly. As a matter of fact, adding only about 4-5% 
EPDM to the composition and extruding the low melt 
?ow copolymer base in the presence of an effective 
amount of the peroxide, yields a composition which has 
a relatively low molecular weight (melt flow of 10, 
condition L) and a relatively high flexural stiffness. It 
shows no break in a room temperature IZOD impact 
test. This balance of properties, namely high stiffness 
and no break IZOD, has not been observed unless large 
amounts of expensive rubbery material are blended with 
the high melt flow rate polypropylene or copolymer 
thereof. 
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The amount of the peroxide material that may be used 
can vary widely ranging from 100 ppm to 0.5% by 
weight of the total composition, preferably 300 ppm to 
about 0.2%. 
The resulting composition of the present invention 

can be characterized as having a high melt flow accord 
ing to ASTM 1238-79, condition L i.e., greater than 5 
and up to 12. Due to the high impact strength, accord 
ing to the IZOD test, the thermoplastic compositions 
are readily moldable. Uses of the ?nal molded composi 
tion are automotive trim, automotive bumpers or facia, 
and the like. 
The peroxide materials that can be used in the present 

invention are of a wide variety. The preferred peroxide 
is Lupersol or Luperox 101 (Trademark of Luperox 
GmbH of W. Germany for 2,S-dimethyl-Z,5-di(t-butyl 
peroxy)hexane. Other peroxides that can be used are 
dicumyl peroxide; t-butyl cumyl peroxide; (1 a'-bis (t 
butyl peroxy) diisopropyl-benzene; di-t-butyl peroxide; 
2,5-dimethyl-2,5-di(t-butyl peroxy)-hexyne-3, and the 
like. 

Outlined below are examples relating to the preferred 
embodiments of the present invention wherein all tem 
peratures are in degrees Centigrade and percentages are 
percentages by weight, unless otherwise indicated. 

EXAMPLES l-4 

A propylene/ethylene copolymer powder having a 
nominal 0.5 melt ?ow (condition L), an ethylene con 
tent of 16 weight percent, and an IZOD impact strength 
of 7.4 was mixed with a polymerized ethylene propy 
lene diene monomer rubber from Copolymer Corpora 
tion identi?ed as DE208 (the pelletized version of 2308 
bale rubber) see page 3, lines 17—23 for a description of 
the 2308 rubber. The peroxide used was 2,5-dimethyl 
2,5-di(t-butylperoxy) hexane. 
The blends were prepared using the concentrations 

speci?ed in Table I below. All of the ingredients were 
weighed and pre-blended. In the case of liquid ingredi 
ents, such as peroxide, the materials were ?rst dispersed 
on polypropylene/ethylene or were supplied from the 
manufacture already dispersed on polypropylene/ethy 
lene powder. 
These materials were dry-blended together with a 

suf?cient amount of stabilizer master batch to give 
about 1000 ppm peroxide, 1000 ppm antioxidant and 600 
ppm calcium stearate in the ?nished blends. These 
blends were then extruded in a ZSK 30 millimeter twin 
screw extruder having 7 zones into a strand die and 
water bath. The screw was run at 331 rpm giving 60 
pounds/hour output of product at a temperature pro?le 
of 141° Centigrade for zones 3 and 4, 211° Centigrade 
for 5 and 6, 220° Centigrade for zone 7, 207° Centigrade 
for zone 8 and a die temperature of 209° C. After the 
formulations were extruded into pellets, they were 
tested for physical properties by standard ASTM tests 
with the test results reported below: 

TABLE I 

ETHYLENE-PROPYLENE-EPDM-PEROXIDE 
REACTIVE PROCESSING 

EXAMPLE 1 2 3 4 

ETHYLENE/PRO- 97 95 95 90 
PYLENE (Copolymer) 

EPSYN 208 wt. %, 3.0 5 5 1O 
(pelletized form of 
EPSYN 2308) 
PEROXIDE, PPM 1070 930 1070 930 

4 
TABLE I-continued 

ETl-IYLENE-PROPYLENE-EPDM-PEROXIDE 
REACTIVE PROCESSING 
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LUPEROX 101 
MELT FLOW RATE 
(ASTM D1238-86 
Cond. L) 
FLEXURAL MODULUS 
x 103, psi (ASTM D790) 
IZOD IMPACT ft. 
lbs/in. (ASTM D256-B4) 
‘NB. - no break 

"PB. - partial break 

11.0 7.3 11.8 8.6 

138 135 129 116 

Adding as little as 3% rubber to this formulation 
caused the impact strength of the formulation to in 
crease to 8.8 ft.-lbs./in. at a melt ?ow of 11.0. Addition 
ally, if 5% DE208 rubber was added to the formulation 
instead of 3% rubber, the high melt flow of the polymer 
was maintained and the polymer did not break at 23° C. 
when tested in the IZOD impact test. 

Thus, in this invention, 3-4% of a low Mooney vis 
cosity rubber is used to prepare a high melt flow, super 
impact ethylene/ propylene formulation in the presence 
of peroxide. It is believed that substantially less of ex 
pensive rubber is required in the presence perioxide to 
prepare a super high impact, high melt ?ow ethylene 
propylene thermoplastic composition. 

It is also to be appreciated that the invention can have 
included therein ?llers, stabilizers, antioxidants, pro 
cessing aids, colorants and other known additives if 
desired in conventional amounts. The use of such addi 
tives and their effects on thermoplastic elastomer blends 
are well known and need not be described further. A 
preferred antioxidant is Irganox 1010 (Trademark of 
ClBA-Geigy of New Jersey) for tetrakis [methylene 
(3,5-di-tert-butyl-4-hydroxy) hydrocinnamate] meth 
ane. 

While the forms of the invention herein disclosed 
constitute presently preferred embodiments, many oth 
ers are possible. It is not intended herein to mention all 
of the possible equivalent forms or rami?cations of the 
invention. It is understood that the terms used herein 
are merely descriptive rather than limiting, and that 
various changes may be made without departing from 
the spirit or scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A high melt flow, high impact strength thermo 

plastic polymeric composition comprising the reaction 
product of (a) about 2 to about 10% by weight of a 
polymerized ethylene-propylene-diene monomer 
(EPDM) having a Mooney viscosity (ML l—1+4 at 
125° C.) of about 20 to about 40 (b) about 90 to about 

" 98% by weight of an ethylene-propylene copolymer 
having a low melt flow rate and an Izod impact strength 
of about 9 ft. -lbs/in or less, and (c) an effective amount 
of an organic peroxide and wherein the reaction prod 
uct has a no break Izod impact strength. 

2. The composition of claim 1, wherein the polymer 
ized EPDM is present in an amount greater than about 
3% by weight. 

3. The composition of claim 2, wherein the reaction 
product is about 5 to about 10% by weight of EPDM 
and about 90 to about 95% by weight of the ethylene 
propylene copolymer. 

4. The composition of claim 1, wherein the amount of 
the peroxide is about 930 to about 1070 ppm. 
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5. The composition of claim 4, wherein the EPDM 
has an ethylene content of about 70 to about 75% by 
weight. 

6. The composition of claim 1, wherein the ethylene 
propylene copolymer has a melt flow rate (Condition 
L) of about 0.1 to about 2 and an Izod impact strength 
of about 5 to about 9 ft.-lbs./in. 

7. The composition of claim 6, wherein the ethylene 
propylene copolymer has a melt flow rate (Condition 
L) of 0.5, an Izod impact strength of about 7 to about 8 
ft.-lbs./in., and ethylene content of about 16% by 
weight. 

8. The composition of claim 1, wherein the diene in 
the EPDM is selected from the group consisting of 
ethylidene norbomene, 1,6 hexadiene, and cyclopenta 
diene. 

9. The composition of claim 1, wherein the reaction 
product is about 5 to about 10% by weight of EPDM 
and about 90 to about 95% by weight of the ethylene 
propylene copolymer, wherein the polymerized EPDM 
has an ethylene content of about 70 to about 75 %, and 
wherein the ethylene-propylene copolymer has a melt 
flow rate (Condition L) of about 0.5 about an Izod 
impact strength of about 7 to about 8 ft.-lbs./in. 

10. The composition of claim 9, wherein the diene in 
the polymerized EPDM is ethylidene norbornene and 
wherein the ethylene content of the ethylene-propylene 
copolymer is about 16% by weight. 

11. The composition of claim 10, wherein the ethyli 
dene norbornene is present in an amount of about 2 to 
about 3%. 

12. The composition of claim 4, wherein the amount 
of polymerized EPDM is greater than 3% by weight. 

13. A high melt’ flow, high impact strength thermo- 
plastic polymeric composition comprising the reaction 
product of (a) a polymerized ethylene-propylene diene 
monomer (EPDM) having a Mooney viscosity (ML 
1-1 +4 at 125° C.) of about 20 to about 40, (b) an ethy 
lene-propylene copolymer having a low melt flow rate 
and an Izod impact strength of about 9 ft.-lbs./in. or 
less, and (c) an effective amount of an organic peroxide, 
wherein the amount of the polymerized EPDM ranges 
from about 2 to about 10% by weight of the composi 
tion, the amount of ethylene-propylene copolymer 
ranges from about 90 to about 98% by weight of the 
composition, and wherein the organic peroxide is pres 
ent in an amount effective to increase the melt flow and 
the impact strength of the ethylene-propylene copoly 
mer, and wherein the reaction product has a no break 
Izod impact strength. 

14. The composition of claim 13, wherein the organic 
peroxide is present in an amount of about 930 to about 
1070 ppm. 
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15. The composition of claim 13, wherein the ethy- - 

lene-propylene copolymer has a melt flow rate (Condi 
tion L) of about 0.1 to about 2. 

16. The composition of claim 13, wherein the organic 
peroxide is present in an amount from about 100 ppm of 
the composition to about 0.5% by weight of the compo 
sition. 

17. The composition of claim 13, wherein the poly 
merized EPDM has an ethylene content of about 70 to 
75 wt. %. 

18. A method of preparing a high melt flow, high 
impact strength thermoplastic polymeric composition 
according to claim 1 comprising the steps of: 

(a) thoroughly mixing about 2 to about 10% by 
weight of a polymerized ethylene-propylene-diene 
monomer (EPDM), about 80 to about 98% by 
weight of an ethylene-propylene copolymer, and a 
catalytically effective amount of an organic perox 
ide; and 

(b) extruding the mixture. 
19. The method of claim 18, wherein the organic 

peroxide is present in an amount suf?cient to increase 
the melt flow and impact strength of the ethylene-pro 
pylene copolymer. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the mixing and 
extruding is carried out in a twin screw extruder having 
multiple heating zones. 

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the multiple 
heating zones of the extruder are operated at a tempera 
ture of about 140° to about 220° C. 

22. A method of preparing a high melt flow, high 
impact strength thermoplastic polymeric composition 
comprising reacting rom about 2 to about 10% by 
weight of a polymerized ethylene-propylene-diene 
monomer (EPDM) having a Mooney viscosity of about 
20 to about 40 with about 90 to about 98% of an ethy 
lene-propylene copolymer having a low melt flow rate 
and an Izod impact strength of about 9 ft.-lbs./ in. or less 
in the presence of a catalytically effective amount of an 
organic peroxide, wherein the thermoplastic polymeric 
composition has a no-break Izod impact strength. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the thermoplas 
tic polymeric composition has the melt flow rate (Con 
dition L) of about 7 to about 12. 

24. The method of claim 22, wherein the ethylene 
propylene copolymer has a melt flow rate of about 
0.1-2.0 and an Izod impact strength of about 5 to about 
9 ft.-lbs./in. 

25. The method of claim 22, wherein the catalytically 
effective amount of the organic peroxide is from about 
100 ppm of the composition to about 0.5% by weight of 
the composition. 

26. The method of claim 22, wherein the polymerized 
EPDM an ethylene content of about 70 to 75 wt. %. 

* i * i i 


