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[57] ABSTRACT 
A high de?nition television signal having 525 lines per 
frame, a sequential scan, and 59.94 frames per second is 
encoded into a time multiplex signal for transmission. 
The encoder drops alternate lines, but creates line dif 
ference signals which allow reconstruction of the 
dropped lines at the receiver. The line difference signals 
are time compressed, while the luminance signals of the 
alternate, transmitted lines are time expanded. The en 
coder can accept programs from any one of a plurality 
of program originators, as long as the frame and line 
rates are multiples of one another. The time multiplex 
signal carries luminance and chrominance components 
in each line, but updates signals such as high frequency 
luminance, high frequency chrominance and the line 
difference signals in a predetermined pattern in sequen 
tial frames. At the receiver, the time multiplex signal is 
decoded into the original high de?nition signal and is 
further encoded directly into two channels, the ?rst 
being compatible with NTSC, the second being an aug 
mentation channel. The two channels can later be re 
combined, for example at a cable receiver, to create the 
high de?nition signal, while the ?rst channel signal can 
be directly received on an NTSC receiver. 

9 Claims, 13 Drawing Sheets 
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APPARATUS FOR ENCODING TELEVISION 
SIGNALS OF DIFFERENT FORMATS FOR 
TRANSMISSION AND DECODING UPON 

RECEPTION 

This is a divisional of co-pending application Ser. No. 
931,756, ?led on Nov. 17, 1986, now US. Pat. No. 
4,794,447. 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION AND PUBLICATIONS 

US. Pat. No. 4,581,640; 
US. Pat. No. 4,567,508; and 
US. application Ser. No. 856,622, ?led Apr. 25, 1986, 

by the same inventor and assigned to the same assignee 
as the present invention. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to video signal trans 

mission systems and, more particularly, to a one-chan 
nel transmission system adaptable to a number of for 
rnats. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
There is presently known a two-channel MAC (mul 

tiplex analog component) CBS system for transmitting 
HDTV of the 1050, 2:1, 59.94 format. This is disclosed 
in US. Pat. No. 4,605,950. There is also a Japanese 
single channel system, known as the MUSE system and 
having a 1125, 2:1, 60 format. The MUSE system can 
accept only one format for transmission. It is based on 
horizontal, vertical, and temporal subsampling for both 
luma and chroma, and therefore requires full ?eld mem 
ories in the receiver. It is further incompatible with 
NTSC, both because of its 60 cycle (rather than 59.94 
cycle) frame rate, and because it operates at 1150 lines 
per frame. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to furnish a 
single channel transmission system which can accept at 
least two formats and yields a high quality picture at the 
receiving end. The system according to the present 
invention includes an HDTV-to-HDMAC encoder 
which can accept any format having a predetermined 
aspect ratio, a basic frame frequency or a multiple of 
that frame frequency, and a number of lines per frame 
equal to a given basic number or a multiple thereof. For 
the NTSC friendly embodiment illustrated in the pres 
ent invention, the aspect ratio is 5.33:3, the frame fre 
quency 29.97 or a multiple thereof, and the number of 
lines per frame is equal to 525 or a multiple thereof. 
The transmission format changes with respect to the 

number of frames per second as required. For example, 
when the signal being transmitted is a television signal 
which has a high temporal refreshment rate, the frame 
frequency will be 59.94 frames per seconds. For telecine 
inputs, where little temporal resolution is involved (a 24 
Hz sampling rate for motion picture ?lm) the format 
according to the present invention is changed to a 29.97 
Hz frame rate. ‘ 

The present invention both as to its components and 
method of transmission will best be understood from the 
following description taken in conjunction with the 
drawing. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the overall 

system and method according to the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating frame 1 of 

an HDTV signal to be transmitted; 
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating frame 2 of 

an HDTV signal to be transmitted; 
FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram of the HDTV 

to-HDMAC encoder; 
FIG. 5 illustrates the time frame format at the output 

of the HDMAC encoder for a TV signal input; 
FIG. 6 illustrates the time frame format at the output 

of the HDMAC encoder for a telecine input; 
FIG. 7 illustrates the HDMAC signal format of a 

single line; 
FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating heterodyning of the 

high frequency luminance signal; 
FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating heterodyning of the 

high frequency chrominance components; 
FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating the HDMAC 

decoder at the receiving end; 
FIG. 11 is a block diagram of the HDMAC to two 

channel encoder at the receiving end; 
FIG. 12 is a switching diagram illustrating the U, V 

signal regenerator at the receiving end; and 
FIG. 13 is a switching diagram illustrating the Uh, 

Vh signal regenerator at the receiving end. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The overall system is depicted in FIG. 1. The signal 
to be transmitted is supplied by a program originator 10. 
In the embodiment to be described, the one format 
generated by the program originator, is an NTSC com 
patible HDTV format as described in detail in copend 
ing application Ser. No. 856,622, now US. Pat. No. 
4,694,338 by the same inventor and assigned to the same 
assignee. The contents of this application are hereby 
incorporated by reference into the present application 
to be a part thereof. It should be understood that the 
present system is not restricted to this format. 

Brie?y, the HDTV format illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 
3 has a 5.33:3 aspect ratio. It is non-interlaced, has 525 
lines per frame and a 59.94 frame frequency. In the 
known systems, the signal is transmitted over two chan 
nels. In the ?rst channel, an NTSC compatible signal is 
transmitted. This signal has a 4:3 aspect ratio, i.e. only 
the central portion of the- 5.33 width is used. Addition 
ally, alternate lines are selected from each frame, yield 
ing 265 lines per ?eld, alternate ?elds being interlaced. 
In the second channel, lines omitted in the ?rst channel 
are reproduced in full, while only the end portions of 
the selected lines are transmitted. At the receiving end, 
an HDTV receiver combines the input from the two 
channels to yield an HDTV picture. On the other hand, 
the data transmitted on the ?rst channel is accepted by 
NTSC receivers and yields a standard picture. 
The above-described HDTV signal is, as mentioned 

above, one input generated by the program originator. 
Alternatively, the originated program is a telecine sig 
nal. Movie ?lm has high spatial resolution, but little 
temporal resolution. The present system can also accept 
an input having a format of 1050 lines per frame, using 
a one-to-one progressive scan at a 29.97 Hz frame rate, 
and having a 16:9 aspect ratio. The frame rate during 
transmission will conform to this lower frame rate. 
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Referring again to FIG. 1, the signal supplied by the 
program originator 10 is applied to an HDMAC en 
coder 12. The output of the HDMAC encoder will be 
transmitted via satellite on a single channel and utilizing 
a single satellite transponder. A signal beamed back to 
the ground to a dish 18 is applied to an HDMAC-to 
two-channel encoder 20, the individual channels being 
applied to a cable headend 22. A ?rst channel, channel 
1, supplied by cable headend 22 is NTSC compatible 
and can be directly received by an NTSC television 
receiver 24. Receivers equipped with an HDTV de 
coder 26 can combine the input from the two channels 
and generate an HDTV picture on a wideband televi 
sion receiver or monitor 28. 

If the dish 18 at the receiving end is that of an individ 
ual having, for example, a dish in his back yard, the 
output of the dish will be applied to an HDMAC de 
coder 30 for viewing on a wideband RGB HDTV mon 
itor 32. The output of the HDMAC decoder could have 
any of the following three formats in the illustrated 
embodiments. Other formats are possible. 
1. 1050 line; 1:1 progressive; 59.94 refresh rate, l6/9 

ratio 
2. 1050 line, 2:1 interlace; 59.94 refresh rate, 16/9 ratio 
3. 525 line 2:1 interlace; 59.94 refresh rate, l6/9 ratio. 
The above described system will now be described in 

greater detail, starting at the transmitting end. 
For those cases in which the original program is 

generated in an interlaced format, the format is changed 
to a sequential scan format prior to application to 
HDMAC encoder 12. Converters for this purpose are 
well-known and will not be described herein. 
The output of the interlace-to-sequential signal con 

verter is a TV signal having a format of 525 lines per 
frame, 59.94 refresh rate, sequential scan, and a 16/9 
aspect ratio. A sequentially scanned signal is thus ap 
plied to HDMAC encoder 12, even when the originated 
program had an interlaced pattern. 
The object of the HDTV-to-HDMAC encoder illus 

trated in FIG. 4 is to furnish encoder output signals 
having the time frame format illustrated in FIG. 5 upon 
receipt of a TV input, and a time frame format as illus 
trated in FIG. 6 upon receipt of a telecine input. In 
either case, the encoder output line format will be the 
format illustrated in FIG. 7. 
As shown in FIG. 8 each line contains luminance 

data, followed by chrominance data, followed by LD 
interpolation data and data for two-channel audio. 
Sync, data or third sound signals are carried in the 
vertical interval. It should be noted that all components 
constituting a line could of course be transmitted in a 
different order, e.g. the chrominance data could pre 
cede the luminance data, etc. Scrambling of the signal 
can be accomplished by changing the transmission or 
der. 

It is one of the functions of the HDTV-to-HDMAC 
encoder illustrated in FIG. 5 to expand the incoming 
luminance component, Y, in time from a line duration of 
26 microseconds as received to the 34 microseconds to 
be occupied in the HDMAC signal format illustrated in 
FIG. 8. Further, the bandwidth of such an expanded 
signal must be less than 8.4 MHz, the bandwidths as 
signed to a satellite channel. Further, the encoder must 
compress the chrominance component to fit into the 8.5 
microsecond time slots allocated in the HDMAC for 
mat. The updating and interpolating data to be fur 
nished by the encoder must ?t into an assigned time slot 
of 13 microseconds and have a bandwidth not exceed 
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4. 
ing 4.2 MHz. As noted in FIG. 8, digital sound can then 
be transmitted unchanged in the 5 microsecond slotstill 
available. 

Referring now to FIG. 5, four sequential frames are 
pictured at the output of HDMAC encoder 12. The 
time per frame is l/60th of a second. (Actually l/59.94 
seconds, as required for the NTSC format. For conve~ 
nience, this will be referred to as “1/60” herein. 

In FIG. 5, as in FIG. 6, the time required for a line is 
indicated in the horizontal direction, while vertical time 
intervals are indicated in the vertical direction. 
As illustrated in FIG. 5, the ?rst frame, F1, contains 

luminance data from odd numbered lines between 1 and 
485, i.e. there are 240 active lines per frame. Through 
out the frame, the two chrominance components, indi 
cated here as U and V, are transmitted alternately, one 
per line. It will be noted that the indicated sequence 
here is for the U component to precede the V compo 
nent. This is referred to as 0 phase operation herein. 
LD encoded data, i.e. data encoded in accordance 

with the equation: 

for even numbered lines is transmitted in the portion of 
each line following the chrominance component. Fi 
nally, the data on each line contains two-channel audio 
data. 
The frame carrying only the odd line luminance data 

is followed by a frame F2 carrying the even line lumi 
nance data and LD interpolation for luminance data in 
the odd numbered lines. Second frame F2 also includes 
chrominance data, one component being transmitted 
per line, the U component still leading the V compo 
nent. Two-channel audio data is again transmitted. 

In frame 3, the luminance data associated with the 
odd numbered lines is again transmitted. The chromi 
nance components are still transmitted with line alterna~ 
tion, one per line, but now the V component leads the U 
component. This is referred to as 180° phase operation 
herein. The interpolated luminance data is now re 
placed by data giving additional horizontal detail for 
the luminance component. Audio is transmitted in the 
same format as in the ?rst two frames. 
For the last frame, F4, even numbered luminance 

data is transmitted, followed by chrominance with the 
V component still leading the U component. The por 
tion of the line originally including interpolated lumi 
nance data is now devoted to, on alternate lines, addi 
tional horizontal detail for the U component and addi 
tional horizontal detail for the V component. It will be 
noted that for a line on which the V component is being 
transmitted, the additional detail is furnished for the U 
component and vice versa. In the format shown in FIG. 
5, the total time per frame is 16.68 milliseconds. The 
number of active lines per frame is 240. 
For the HDMAC time frame for a telecine input, also 

referred to as Movie MAC, a similar format is used. 
(FIG. 6.) However, the time per frame here is 1/30th of 
a second (actually l/29.94 seconds). The time for trans 
mitting each frame is thus doubled relative to the format 
shown in FIG. 5. However, in frame 1 480 active lines 
are included as compared to the 240 active lines for 
each frame in FIG. 5 Telecine signals are thus transmit 
ted at the lower time repetition rate, but with the 
greater vertical detail per frame that is appropriate for 
telecine transmissions. 
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The construction of the encoder required to effect the 
signal format change indicated in FIGS. 5 and 6 is 
shown in FIG. 4. 
Program originator 10 furnishes either television sig 

nal output, as indicated above the dashed line, or tele 
cine output as indicated below that line. The sync signal 
separated from either input is applied to a clock genera 
tor 50 which will control the frame refresh rate to be 
l/60th of a second for television or l/30th of a second 
for telecine input. 
The RGB signals are applied to an input circuit 52 

which consists of a matrix for generating the luminance 
and chrominance components from the coming RGB 
signals, a clamp (frame store), a filter and an analog 
digital converter. All of these items are standard circuits 
which will not be described in detail here. 
The luminance output generated in input circuit 52 is 

applied to a high pass ?lter 54 and a low pass ?lter 56. 
The output of low pass ?lter 56 is applied to a line 
differential (LD) generator 58 which performs the sim 
ple digital calculation illustrated in equation 1 above 
and in FIG. 2, on a pixel-by-pixel basis. Basically, for 
any given pixel value, the LD value to be transmitted is 
computed as the difference between the average value 
of the corresponding pixel in the preceding and follow 
ing lines and the then-present pixel value. 
The LD data calculated in line differential generator 

58 is then separated into two sets of frame values, one 
frame for odd numbered lines, one frame for even num 
bered lines, in a decimator stage 60. 
The output of low pass ?lter 56 is also applied to a 

two-to-one decimator stage 72, which separates the 
luminance data into one frame for odd numbered lines, 
one frame for even numbered lines. It should be noted 
that the decimator stages operate in opposite phase as 
indicated in FIG. 5. 
The luminance data output of stage 62 is applied to a 

1:4/ 3 expansion circuit 64. The output of expansion 
circuit 64 is applied to output stages here referred to 
jointly as output unit 66. 
The chrominance output of input stage 52 is applied 

to a vertical chroma pre?lter 68 whose output is applied 
to a second input of stage 62. 
The chrominance output of stage 62 is applied to a 2:1 

decimator circuit 70. In this circuit the phase of the two 
chrominance components, i.e. the association of a given 
component with either an odd or even luminance line is 
changed for every two frames. 
The output of stage 70 is applied to a 3 MHz high pass 

?lter 72 and a 3 MHz low pass ?lter 74. The output of 
the low pass ?lter is applied to a 3:1 compression circuit 
76 whose output is in turn applied to output unit 66. The 
output of the high pass ?lter 72 yields additional hori 
zontal chrominance detail. It is heterodyned down 
wards in a heterodyne stage 78, whose output is applied 
to a selector circuit 80. 

Further inputs to selector stage 80 include the output 
of a second heterodyne stage 82 whose input is supplied 
by the output of high pass ?lter 54. Finally, a further 
input of selector circuit 80 receives the output of 
decimator circuit 60. 
The output of selector circuit 80 is applied to a 2:1 

compression circuit 84 whose output is applied to out 
put unit 66. 
The audio, preferably of CD quality as indicated in an 

audio stage 86, is applied to an optional Dolby digital 
encoder 88 whose output is applied to a sound encoder 
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90. The output of sound encoder 90 is applied to output 
unit 66. 
A pan and scan generator 92 is used to select the 

portion from HDTV frame 1 and 2 (FIGS. 2 and 3) 
which will constitute the NTSC signal. Its operation is 
known (see below) and will not be described here. 
The operation of the encoder illustrated in FIG. 4 is 

as follows: 
The operation will be described with reference to the 

“normal” source indicated at the top of input block 10 
of FIG. 5, i.e. a source having 525 lines per frame, a 1:1 
progressive scan, a 16/9 aspect ratio and a 59.94 Hz 
refresh rate. The incoming signals are R, G, and B sig 
nals and the associated synchronization signals. The 
matrix forms Y, U, and V signals by standard linear 
matrix transformation from the R, G and B signals. The 
Y, U and V signals must now be processed to achieve 
the line and frame structures illustrated in FIGS. 5, 6 
and 7. The Y signal has a time duration of 26 microsec 
onds per line. In order to generate the main luminance 
component for the line format of FIG. 7, Y signal is low 
pass ?ltered in ?lter 56. The signal at the output of ?lter 
56 (low pass luminance signal) thus has an 11.2 MHz 
bandwidth. This signal is read out synchronously by a 
?rst switching circuit (not shown) in decimator stage 
62. Only the odd numbered lines are read out for the 
?rst frame (FIG. 6), while the even numbered lines are 
read out for the subsequent frame. The signals read out 
from stage 62 are expanded in stage 64 in a 1:4/ 3 expan 
sion circuit. The expansion circuits are well known in 
the art and consist, for example, of a storage or memory 
into which data is read at one rate and read out at an 
other. The type of storage would be FIFO, i.e. ?rst in, 
?rst out. The signals at the output of expansion unit 64 
thus occur during a time period of 26 microseconds 
multiplied by 4/ 3 or 34 microseconds. The bandwidth 
has been compressed by the same factor and is now 8.4 
MHz. This is the ?rst signal applied to output unit 66. 
Again referring to FIG. 7, the main luminance com 

ponent is followed by a U or V chrominance compo 
nent. 
The signals U, V indicated at the output of input stage 

52 are designated as digital signals, given the analog/— 
digital converter in input stage 52. However, they could 
equally well be analog signals. These U, V signals are 
subjected to vertical chroma pre?ltering by a standard 
digital FIR ?lter. The output of the pre?lter stage 65 
are U, V signals having a 6.9 MHZ bandwidth, and a 26 
microsecond duration per line and 525 lines per frame. 
These signals are to be processed to produce the main 
U, V components having a bandwidth of 8.4 MHz, but 
a line duration of only 85 microseconds as required in 
FIG. 7. 
For the above mentioned purpose, the U, V compo 

nents are also processed in decimator stage 62, alternate 
lines in each signal in each frame being dropped. The 
output of stage 62 is thus a U and a V signal each having 
263 lines per frame. Apparatus for dropping the alter 
nate lines is a simple switch connection turned on an off 
in synchronism with the H sync pulses by the central 
control system. The latter is a microprocessor in the 
preferred embodiment. 
The decimated U and V outputs from stage 62 are 

next processed in decimating circuit 70. In decimating 
circuit 70, the color component-line association remains 
unchanged for the ?rst two frames, and then is changed 
to the opposite phase, again by synchronously operating 
switches. Speci?cally, for frames 3 and 4 line 1 will be 
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associated with the V signal, line 3 with a U signal, etc. 
The chrominance signals at the output of stage 70 thus 
follow the pattern indicated in FIG. 6. However, to 
generate the correct bandwidth and time duration for 
these signals, they are ?rst applied to a low pass ?lter 
74. The output of this low pass ?lter is limited to 2.8 
MHz bandwidth. The so-limited signal is applied to a 
3:1 time compression stage. This decreases the previ 
ously 26 microsecond duration to 8.5 microseconds and, 
simultaneously increases the bandwidth to 8.4 MHz. 
The output of 3:1 compression stage 76 thus consists of 
U, V components in the correct sequence and of the 
correct time duration, while the required bandwidth 
limit of 8.4 MHz is observed. The output of the stage is 
thus also connected to output unit 66 for combination 
with the processed luminance signals also applied to 
that unit. 

It will be noted that the luminance and chrominance 
signals applied to output unit 66 have an information 
content that is decreased from that of the Y, U and V 
signals available at the output of the matrix in input unit 
52. To compensate for this decrease in information, the 
HDMAC transmitted signal has a 13 microsecond inter 
val reserved for transmitting update or increased detail 
information. 
For the luminance signal, compensation for data lost 

by dropping of alternate lines is partially achieved by 
applying the output of low pass ?lter 56 to a line differ 
ential generator 58 via the above-mentioned frame store 
in decimator stage 62. The line differential signal has a 
value corresponding to the difference between a lin 
early interpolated value of the non-transmitted lines and 
their actual value in accordance with the equation: 

Here, n is the line number of the currently-omitted line, 
while n—1 and n+1 represent the previously omitted 
line and the next to be omitted line, respectively. 

Reference to FIG. 5 indicates that line differential 
signals associated with even numbered lines are to be 
transmitted when these lines are omitted in the lumi 
nance signal and vice versa. The output of line differen 
tial generator 58 is thus applied to a 2:1 decimating stage 
60 which selects line differential signals stored at the 
output of stage 58 in phase opposition with the lumi 
nance lines selected for transmission, i.e. LD signals 
associated with even lines will be transmitted on the 
same lines as luminance data for odd numbered lines and 
vice versa. 
The LD signals at the output of decimator unit 60 

have a bandwidth of 4.2 MHz and a time duration of 26 
microseconds. They are applied to a selector unit 80 
which will be described in greater detail below. How 
ever, its function is to select the incoming LD signals 
for inclusion in the lines of the ?rst two frames and to 
select horizontal detail data Yh for the third frame and 
additional detail for the chrominance components in the 
fourth frame. 
The Yh signal is derived from the output of the high 

pass ?lter 54 by heterodyning as will be explained in 
greater detail with reference to FIG. 8. Here the hetero 
dyning is used to create a signal within the proper band 
width of the transmission system. 

Referring now to FIG. 8, the output of the 11.2 MHz 
high pass ?lter is illustrated at A and this is assumed to 
extend from 11.2 MHz to 15 MHz. The difference com 
ponent created by heterodyning with 10.74 MHz, has a 
lower end at 11.2— 10.74=O.46 MHz, while the higher 
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end is at l5--10.74 =4.26 MHz. The sum component 
created by heterodyning extends from 22 MHz to 26.2 
MHz and will be ?ltered by a channel bandwidth limit 
ing ?lter prior to transmission. The two bands created 
by the heterodyning process are illustrated at B in FIG. 
8. 
The time duration of the active line is still equal to 26 

microseconds. At this point the signals of heterodyned 
Yh are of the same format as the above described LD 
signal. Both are 26 microseconds in length; both have 
bandwidths of 4.2 MHz; both represent an improvement 
in resolution, horizontal and vertical, respectively. For 
both of these signals, therefore, a time compression of 
1:2 is still required to allow them to ?t into the allocated 
l3 microsecond slot. 

Finally, signals Uh and Vh must be generated. These 
are derived from the output of a high pass ?lter 72 
whose input is directly connected to stage 62. The out‘ 
put of this ?lter is illustrated at A in FIG. 9. It has a 
frequency spectrum extending from 2.68 MHz to 6.9 
MHz, since the chrominance signals have a bandwidth 
only extending up to 6.9 MHz. 

This signal is heterodyned with a 2.68 MHz signal. 
Again, the sum and difference signals form two bands. 
The lower band is limited to approximately 4.2 MHz. 
The upper band will be removed by the system output 
?lter. The time duration of each of these signals is 26 
microseconds. They are thus of the same format as the 
other signals applied to selector stage 80. The hetero 
dyned signals are subjected to line sequence decimation 
in a stage 79, so that Uh and Vh alternate when applied 
to selector stage 80. 
The LD signals, the Yh signals after heterodyning, 

and the Uh, Vh signals also after heterodyning are all 
applied, as mentioned before, to selector stage 80. Here 
the selection is carried out to achieve the pattern illus 
trated in FIG. 5. IN the ?rst two frames LD signals are 
inserted, the third frame receives the Yh signal, while 
frame 4 receives the Uh and Vh signals on alternate 
lines. Again, the Uh and Vh components are tied in 
phase to the V/U components so that the high fre~ 
quency data is furnished in those lines which omit the 
related chrominance component. 
The lines selected by selector stage 80 are subjected 

to a 2:1 compression in stage 84. Following compres 
sion, each of the signals has a 13 microsecond time 
duration and an 8.4 MHz bandwidth. These enhance 
ment signals can thus be combined directly with the 
luminance and chrominance signals previously dis 
cussed as applied to the input of output stage 66. The 
signal to be transmitted must of course also include 
synchronization signals, timing signals to restore the U, 
V signals, and a pilot for the up-heterodyning process in 
the decoder, etc. 
The digital sound signal after encoding with any of 

the existing DPCM techniques, is readily added to the 
signal in the remaining 5 microseconds in each line. 
The signal at the output of the encoder thus has the 

required format for transmission. 
At the receiver, the output of the satellite dish is 

applied to a HDMAC decoder 30, shown in greater 
detail in FIG. 10. 

In FIG. 10, the HDMAC received is applied to an 
input stage 210 which separates the Y, U, V compo 
nents, the digital sound and the LD data. It further 
carries out an analog/digital conversion. 
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The luminance signal is applied to a 3:4 compression 

circuit 212 whose output is connected through a delay 
equalizer 214 to a line selector 216. 
The chrominance components at the output of input 

stage 210 are applied to a U, V regeneration stage 218, 
shown in greater detail in FIG. 12. The output of this 
stage is subjected to a 3:1 expansion in a stage 220. The 
expanded U, V components are subjected to interpola 
tion in the stage 222. This interpolation is similar to that 
for the line differential interpolation in the luminance 
component and is readily carried out on a digital basis. 
The compression by a 3:4 ratio of the luminance compo 
nent in addition to the above-mentioned expansion of 
the chrominance component, brings both components 
back to the original time scale. 
LD data at the output of input stage 210 is subjected 

to a 1:2 expansion in an expansion stage 224. The same 
is true for Yh and the Uh, Vh components. 
The LD component at the output of expansion unit 

224 are applied to a sample-and-hold circuit 226, while 
expanded data Uh, Vh and Yh are stored in sample-and 
hold circuits 228, 230 respectively. The output of sam 
ple-and-hold circuit 226 is combined in an adder circuit 
with the output of an interpolator 232 which interpo 
lates the output of compression stage 212. The output of 
summing circuit 234 is connected to a second input of 
line selector 216. 
The output of sample-and-hold circuit 228 is applied 

to a Uh, Vh regenerating stage 236. The output of stage 
236 is heterodyned in heterodyne stage 238, interpo 
lated in a interpolation stage 240, subjected to high pass 
?ltering in a 2.8 MHz high pass ?lter stage 242 in a 
summing circuit 244. 
The output of sample-and-hold stag 230 is hetero 

dyned in a heterodyne stage 246, subjected to high pass 
?ltering in a high pass ?lter stage 248. The output of 
stage 248 is interpolated in an interpolation stage 250 
and combined with the output of lines selector 216 in a 
summing stage 252. The output of summing stage 252 is 
applied to one input of a frame doubling stage 254 
which operates only for telecine inputs. It is also applied 
to one input of an output matrix 256. A second input for 
output matrix 256 is derived from the output of a sum 
ming circuit 244. The output of summing circuit 244 is 
also applied to a second input of frame doubling stage 
254. The output of frame doubling stage 254 is also 
applied to a 2:1 vertical line reducing stage 258. The 
output of this stage is applied to further inputs of output 
matrix 256. 
The output of frame doubling stage 254 is also applied 

to a sequential-to-interlace converter 260. The output of 
converter 260 is applied to a matrix 262. 

In the case of a television rather than a telecine input, 
the output of summing circuit 244 as well as the output 
of summing circuit 252 are applied to a line doubling 
circuit 264. Output of line doubling circuit 264 is ap 
plied to the sequential-to-interlace converter 260 as well 
as to a further matrix 266. 
An output with a format of 1050; 60; 1:1 is available at 

matrix 266. The format 525; 60; 1:1 is available at the 
output of matrix 256, while a 1050, 60, 2:1 format output 
is available from matrix 262. 
The above-described system operates as follows: 
The front end of the decoder is a standard analog 

video front end 210 where the HDMAC signal is 
clamped, converted to baseband, the Y, U, V compo 
nents, digital sound and LD signals are stripped and an 
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analog-to-digital conversion is carried out. The sync 
signals are applied to a clock generator 211. 
The Y component is compressed by a factor of 4:3 in 

a compression stage 212, thereby restoring its original 
26 microsecond length from the received 34 microsec 
ond length, and the original bandwidth of 11.2 MHz. 
The LD component is expanded to the standard 26 
microsecond length in stage 224. Sample-and-hold cir 
cuit 226 then makes this signal available as required for 
processing. 
The luminance signals at the output of stage of 212 

contain only one-half the required number of lines per 
frame. The missing lines now have to be restored. Since 

The addend in the last equation is calculated in stage 
232, which is a simple digital adder and shift circuit. 
This value is then added to the corresponding LD value 
in summing stage 234. The output of summing stage 234 
is thus a reconstituted missing line of luminance values. 
Line selector 216 then alternately selects a received Y 
component line at the output of expansion stage 212 and 
a reconstituted line at the output of summing stage 234 
to generate a sequential scan signal having the full com 
plement of luminance line information. 
The U and V components are stripped as illustrated in 

FIG. 12. Speci?cally, for each line, a U and V compo 
nent is to be furnished simultaneously. The components 
to be utilized are corresponding components on the 
same line in sequential frames having the same line. For 
example, referring to FIG. 5, odd numbered lines in F1 
correspond to odd numbered lines in F3. Even num 
bered lines in F2 corresponding to the same numbered 
lines in F4, etc. Thus the received HDMAC signal, after 
stripping of the synchronization components, is applied 
to the circuit shown in FIG. 12. It comprises a two 
frame delay memory 300 into which the U, V signals are 
entered simultaneously with their application to a termi 
nal 2. Read-out’ from two frame delay memory 300 then 
takes place in synchronism with the received signals 
applied to terminal 2. For example, line 1 of F1 is read 
out in synchronism with the receipt of line 1 of F3. A 
switch 302 is provided. This, too, operates in synchro 
nism with the receipt of the U, V signals. The signal at 
terminal 1 is therefore delayed by two frames relative to 
that at terminal 2. The required switch connections are 
as follows: 

Terminal 1 is connected to terminal 4 during the odd 
numbered lines of F1, i.e. the U signal is furnished at 
terminal 4. Simultaneously, the odd lines of ?eld 3 are 
connected from terminal 2 to terminal 3 causing the V 
component to be available there. During frame 1, lines 
1, 5, 9, etc. are connected from terminal 1 to terminal 4 
and terminal 2 to terminal 3. For the duration of the 
even lines, namely lines 3, 7, 11, etc. switch 302 con 
nects terminal 2 to terminal 4 and terminal 1 to terminal 
3. 

In frame 2, in terms of lines present in the frame, lines 
2, 6, 10, are considered odd numbered while lines 4, 8, 
12 etc. are considered even numbered. With this con 
vention, during the odd lines of ?elds 1 and 2, terminal 
1 is connected to terminal 4 and terminal 2 is connected 
to terminal 3. During the even lines of fields 1 and 2, 
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terminal 1 is connected to terminal 3 and terminal 2 is 
connected to terminal 4. During the odd lines of ?eld 3 
and ?eld 4, terminal 1 is connected to terminal 3, since 
the V component now leads the U component. During 
the even lines of F3, F4, terminal 1 is connected to 
terminal 4 and terminal 2 is connected to terminal 3. 
The phase thus alternates with alternate pairs of ?elds. 
The received Yh signal is held in sample-and-hold 

circuit 230. (It should be noted that expansion circuit 
224 is representative of four individual expansion cir 
cuits, one for LD, one for Yh and one each for Uh, Vh. 
The individual expansion circuits are then connected to 
corresponding ones of sample and hold circuits 226, 228 
and 230. Alternatively, all of the above-mentioned sig 
nals can be expanded in the same unit and the output of 
stage 224 applied to a distributor circuit which distrib 
utes the signals to the appropriate sample-and-hold or 
regeneration circuit under control of timing signals 
derived from clock generator 211.) The values of Yh 
are maintained in sample-and-hold circuit 230 for three 
frames, until the next set of line values becomes avail 
able. Sample-and-hold circuit 230 contains a frame 
memory. 
Yh values read out from sample-and-hold circuit 230 

are heterodyned upwards using the pilot signal derived 
from front end 210. This pilot signal has the exact phase 
and frequency of the corresponding heterodyning sig 
nal at the encoder. The 0-4.2 MHz Yh signal from front 
end 210 is heterodyned upwards generating a sum com 
ponent having a bandwidth of 10.74 MHz to 15 MHz 
and a difference side band extending from 10.74 MHZ to 
6.54 MHz. The lower side band is removed by ?ltering 
with an ll.2 MHz high pass ?lter in stage 248. Informa 
tion is read out from sample-and-hold circuit 230 during 
each frame. However, this yields only 262.5 lines per 
frame. 262 lines are therefore stored in a memory 149 
connected to the output of stage 148. With data derived 
from memory 249 interpolation stage 250 carries out an 
interpolation which, for each value on a given line, 
obtains the average of the corresponding value on the 
previous and next following line. By alternately reading 
Yh from memory 249 and interpolation stage 250, 525 
lines of Yh can be obtained at the output of combining 
stage 251. The signals also have a 26 microsecond dura 
tion and can therefore be directly added to the lumi 
nance signals at the output of line selector 216. 
The Uh and Vh components are derived from the 

output signal of stage 224 as illustrated in FIG. 13. The 
operation is similar to that of the U, V regeneration 
shown in FIG. 12 and will not be described further. Uh 
and Vh are thus available simultaneously at the output 
of regenerating stage 236. Both components are hetero 
dyned upwards in heterodyne stage 238, this being simi 
lar to the process described with respect to heterodyne 
stage 246. Uh and Vh information at the rate of 262.5 
lines per frame, of the correct time duration and band 
width is available at the output of heterodyne stage 238. 
An interpolation similar to that discussed with respect 
to interpolation stage 250 is carried out in interpolation 
stage 240 for the Uh and Vh components individually. 
The unwanted side band created by the heterodyning 
process is then removed in a 3 MHz high pass ?lter 242. 
Uh and Vh information at the rate of 525 lines per frame 
is thus available at the second input of summing stage 
244. Since the other input of summing stage 244 re 
ceives the U and V signals, each Uh signal is combined 
with its corresponding U signal, and each Vh signal is 
combined with its corresponding Vh signal so that at 
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the output of summing or combining stage 244 both 
chrominance components are available with the appro 
priate bandwidth and time duration. 
Luminance output from combining stage 252 and the 

chrominance output from combining stage 244 are then 
both applied to the relevant matrices to generate the 
desired display signals. If the display is to have the 525; 
60; 1:1; 16/9 format, the Y, U and V signals are applied 
to matrix 256 which merely converts the U and V com 
ponents to RGB signals, all other parameters already 
being appropriate. 

If the display is to have a 1050; 60; 1:1; l6/9 format, 
as may be desirable for displays larger than 120 inches, 
the Y, U and V signals are applied to stage 264 which 
doubles the number of lines, for example by interpola 
tion such as discussed in relation to stage 250. Follow 
ing the line doubling, the U and V signals are applied to 
a matrix similar to the matrix 256 so that the RGB com 
ponents are derived for a display in this format. 

If the desired display has the format 1050; 60; 2:1; 
16/9, i.e. if an interlaced rather than a progressive scan 
display is desired, the signals at the output of stage 264 
are applied to a sequential-to-interlace converter 260. 
The output of this converter, which is a standard con 
verter whose detailed operation is not essential to an 
understanding of the present invention, is applied to 
matrix 262 to convert the U and V components to RGB 
signals. 

Finally, if the input to the encoder at the transmitting 
end was a telecine input, and this has been signalled to 
the decoder, then the U, V and Y signals are is changed 
from 30 (29.94) Hz to 60 (59.94) Hz. The output of 
circuit 254 is then similar to the combined Y, U, and V 
outputs whose processing was discussed above. A tele 
cine signal can thus be viewed in as many formats as 
were available for the television signal input. 
The circuit for the HDMAC to two-channel encoder 

is shown in FIG. 11. In this ?gure, 310 denotes the front 
end which is in most respects similar to the front end 
shown in the decoder of FIG. 10. The Y, U, V compo 
nents are separated as is digital sound and the LD data. 
The signals are ?ltered and converted to digital form. 
Again, sync signals are applied to a clock generator 312. 
When the incoming HDMAC signal is a television sig 
nal, the luminance component Y is applied directly to a 
panel extract and shape circuit 316. This circuit is the 
same as the one in the cross-referenced application and 
will therefore not be described in detail. 
The U and V signals are applied directly to a U, V 

regeneration stage 318 which is identical to that illus 
trated in FIG. 12 if television signals are concerned. For 
a telecine input, the U, V signals are ?rst applied to a 
line decimator stage 311. The U, V signals at the output 
of stage 318 are applied to a 4:1 expansion circuit 320 
whose output is applied to a standard U, V to I, Q ma 
trix 322. The I, Q signals at the output of matrix 322 are 
applied to the panel extract and shape circuit 316. This 
circuit operates under the control of pan-and-scan gen 
erator 324. This generator is commercially available as 
an option to telecine manufactured by Rank and Cintel. 
It will therefore not be described in detail herein. 
A l:2 expansion circuit 324, a comb ?lter 326, and an 

NTSC modulator 328 are all described in the cross 
referenced co-pending application and, will therefore 
not be described herein. 
LD data, Yh data and Uh, Vh data is subjected to 1:2 

expansion in an expansion stage 314. The output of stage 
314 is connected to four circuits, here incorporated in 






