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UNITARY MOUNTING BRACKET FOR 
PRESSURIZED CONTAINERS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention concerns brackets suitable for mount 
ing pressurized containers. One example of such a 
bracket (Biewald, U.S. Pat. No. 2,942,631) is an adapter 
for a pressurized container containing a paste-like com 
position, such as toothpaste. The container is mounted 
to a wall bracket, and a separate actuator assembly unit 
mounted on the neck of the container. The actuator unit 
includes an adaptor which forms a cap to engage the 
neck of the container with a tight ?t. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In a ?rst aspect, the invention features a unitary 
mounting bracket for a gas-pressurized canister. The 
canister includes a paste to be dispensed onto an elon 
gated object, and at its top end includes an elongated 
nipple actuator extending along the longitudinal axis of 
the canister. Movement of the actuator from the axis 
causes the paste to be dispensed from the tip of the 
actuator. At the other end the canister includes a base 
having a circular ridge. The bracket has an elongated 
base having at least one planar surface adapted for ?xa 
tion to a ?at surface. The base extends along a ?rst 
longitudinal axis, having at one portion of the ?rst lon 
gitudinal axis a spring portion constructed and arranged 
to mate with the circular ridge of the canister base. At 
another portion of the ?rst longitudinal axis the bracket 
has a pair of arms extending approximately perpendicu 
lar to the ?rst longitudinal axis, the arms being spaced 
apart along the base a distance suf?cient to allow the 
nipple actuator to pass therebetween while the arms 
support the top end of the canister. The arms cooperate 
with the spring portion to ?xedly hold the canister 
between the arms and the spring portion along a second 
longitudinal axis parallel the ?rst longitudinal axis. The 
canister can be readily removed and replaced from 
between the arms and the spring portion. The bracket 
also has a ring portion ?xedly connected by a ?exible 
arm to the base at a point below the arms. The ring 
portion de?nes an aperture which is disposed along the 
second longitudinal axis. The ?exible arm extends at an 
acute angle from the base below the arms to the ring 
portion, and the nipple actuator extends through the 
aperture of the ring portion along the second longitudi 
nal axis when the canister is ?xedly positioned in the 
base. The nipple actuator is near or adjacent a part of 
the ring portion positioned furthest from the ?rst longi 
tudinal axis. The ?exible arm is constructed and ar 
ranged to allow movement of the ring portion in a di 
rection from the second longitudinal axis toward the 
?rst longitudinal axis, and to allow the part of the ring 
portion to contact and move the nipple actuator, and 
thereby cause paste to be dispensed from the tip of the 
actuator. Finally, the bracket has a wall ?xedly con 
nected to the ?exible arm below the ring portion, ex 
tending in a direction parallel to and spaced from the 
?rst longitudinal axis. The wall is constructed and ar 
ranged to allow the elongated object to contact and 
move the wall in the direction from the second longitu 
dinal axis toward the ?rst longitudinal axis and thereby 
cause the ring portion to be moved in the same direction 
to cause dispensing of the paste. 

In a second related aspect, the invention features a 
unitary mounting bracket for the gas-pressurized canis 
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2 
ter described above. The bracket has an elongated base 
having at least one planar surface adapted for ?xation to 
a ?at surface. The base extends along a ?rst longitudinal 
axis having at one portion of the ?rst longitudinal axis a 
circular clip portion extending in a direction perpendic 
ular to the ?rst longitudinal axis, constructed and ar 
ranged to allow the canister to be inserted within the 
clip portion, and once inserted to hold the canister 
?xedly in position. At another portion of the ?rst longi 
tudinal axis the bracket has a pair of arms extending 
approximately perpendicular to the ?rst longitudinal 
axis, the arms being spaced apart along the base a dis 
tance suf?cient to allow the nipple actuator to pass 
therebetween while the arms support the top end of the 
canister. The arms cooperate with the clamp portion to 
?xedly hold the canister between the arms and the 
clamp portion along a second longitudinal axis parallel 
the ?rst longitudinal axis. The canister can be readily 
removed and replaced from between the arms and the 
clamp portion. As is the ?rst aspect, the bracket in 
cludes a ring portion and a wall as described above. 

In preferred embodiments, the unitary mounting 
bracket includes a shelf portion projecting perpendicu 
larly to the wall below the ring portion, and passing 
through the second longitudinal axis; the wall further 
includes a second shelf located further from the ring 
portion than the ?rst shelf, the second shelf being paral 
lel to the ?rst shelf and being constructed and arranged 
to allow the elongated object to be slideably moved 
along the second shelf; the wall further includes a pair 
of sidewalls extending from the wall and connecting the 
?rst and second shelf to form a box having an opening 
constructed and arranged to allow the elongated object 
to be inserted therewithin; and the second elongated 
object is a toothbrush and the wall is adapted to be 
moved by insertion of the toothbrush within the wall. 

This invention provides a unitary mounting bracket 
which allows single-handed use of gas-pressurized can 
isters, for example, for dispensing toothpaste. The 
bracket allows ready insertion and later removal of the 
gas-pressurized canister in a position which is always 
available for immediate use. The unitary design of the 
bracket provides strength to the structure which 
thereby has a signi?cant life expectancy. Actuation of 
the nozzle of the canister to cause dispensing of tooth 
paste requires only a low amount of pressure to be ex 
erted on the canister during use, and thus ensures that 
the canister remains in place within the bracket. Thus, 
inadvertent removal of the canister from the bracket 
during use is unlikely. 
Other features and advantages of the invention will 

be apparent from the following description of the pre 
ferred embodiments thereof, and from the claims. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The drawings will ?rst brie?y be described. 

DRAWINGS 

FIGS. 1 and 1A are an isometric view and a front 
view respectively of a unitary mounting bracket; 
FIG. 2 is an isometric view of the unitary mounting 

bracket holding a gas-pressurized canister ready for use, 
with a toothbrush also shown; 
FIG. 3 is an isometric view showing use of the canis 

ter shown in FIG. 2; and 
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FIG. 4 is an isomeric representation of an alternative 
mounting bracket of the invention. 

STRUCTURE 

Referring to FIGS. 1, 1A and 2, unitary mounting 
bracket 10 is formed of stainless steel or suitable plastic 
material. It consists of an elongated base 12 formed with 
a rectangular planar mounting portion 13, having a 
mounting surface 14 with two apertures 16, 17, suitable 
for insertion of mounting screws (not shown). At its top 
end 18 the bracket is provided with a resilient spring 
portion 20 formed to matingly engage a standard circu 
lar ridge 22 normally extending about the periphery of 
the base of a pressurized canister. Base 12 extends along 
a ?rst longitudinal axis 24. At the lower end 26 of uni 
tary mounting bracket 10 is a pair of elongated arms 28, 
30 having a space 32 therebetween. These arms prefera 
bly have some resilience to allow cooperation with 
spring portion 20 in holding a canister. The space be 
tween the arms has sufficient width to allow insertion of 
an elongated nipple actuator 56 of a gas-pressurized 
canister 54. Spring portion 20 generally normal to 
mounting portion 13, and arms 28, 30 are slightly raised 
from the normal to enhance their ability to restrain a 
canister from being accidentally dislodged once held in 
the mounting bracket. 
Also connected to the lower end of the bracket is a 

resilient arm 34 extending at an acute angle a, of about 
45°, from axis 24. At the end of this flexible arm is a ring 
portion 36, and therebelow a cup 37 having a wall 42 
extending along a second longitudinal axis 40 spaced 
from and parallel to axis 24. Wall 42 is formed of a back 
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wall 38, two shelves 44 and 46, and two sidewalls 48, 50, . 
together forming a recess suitable for insertion of a 
toothbrush 62. Within this recess is a small rectangular 
ridge 63, which prevents a toothbrush from being 
pushed all the way into the recess. Thus, the whole of 
the toothbrush, when held within the recess, is available 
for toothpaste to be applied to it. Resilient arm 34 is 
designed to allow ?exing relative to the lower end of 
the bracket such that angle or. decreases. As angle a is 
decreased the ring portion moves horizontally toward 
?rst axis 24, as shown by arrow 52. 

Referring to FIG. 2, there is shown a canister 54 
mounted between spring portion 20 and arms 28, 30. An 
elongated nipple actuator 56 of the canister is inserted 
within space 32, and approximately centrally through 
ring portion 36. The actuator extends from the canister 
to touch shelf 44, which acts as a cover for the tip of the 
actuator. When canister 54 is held in its appropriate 
location, nipple actuator 56 extends along a third longi 
tudinal axis 58 spaced from and parallel to axes 24 and 
40. Tip 60 of the nipple actuator is spaced from the 
upper top shelf 44. 

Referring also now to FIG. 3, a toothbrush 62 is 
inserted, as shown by arrow 63, into cup 37 against wall 
42, thereby causing movement of ?exible arm 34 in the 
direction shown by arrows 64 with concurrent move 
ment. of ring portion 36. Upper shelf 44. is thereby 
moved from below the nipple actuator and then ring 
portion 36 caused to touch and move nipple actuator 56 
and thus cause toothpaste 66 to be dispensed through tip 
60 onto the toothbrush. Toothpaste is thus dispensed 
with a push-pull action of the toothbrush within the 
cup. The amount of toothpaste deposited depends upon 
the length of time the brush is pushed into the cup. 
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4. 

OTHER EMBODIMENTS 

Other embodiments are within the following claims. 
For example, referring to FIG. 4, there is shown a uni 
tary mounting bracket having, in place of a spring por 
tion 20, a clamp 68 formed of two circular arms 70 and 
72 forming a circular clip which allow insertion of a 
canister 54 between them but have suf?cient elastic 
deformation to spring back around canister 54 and hold 
it ?xedly in place. 

I claim: 
1. A unitary mounting bracket for a gas-pressurized 

canister comprising a paste to be dispensed onto an 
elongated object, having at its top end an elongated 
nipple actuator extending along the longitudinal axis of 
the canister, wherein movement of the actuator from 
the axis causes the paste to be dispensed from the tip of 
the actuator, and at its other end a base having a circular 
ridge, said bracket comprising: 

an elongated base having at least one planar surface 
adapted for ?xation to a flat surface, said base ex 
tending along a ?rst longitudinal axis and having at 
one end portion of said ?rst longitudinal axis a 
spring portion constructed and arranged to mate 
with the circular ridge of the canister base, and at 
another end portion of said ?rst longitudinal axis a 
pair of arms extending approximately perpendicu 
lar to said ?rst longitudinal axis, said arms being 
spaced apart along said base a distance suf?cient to 
allow the nipple actuator to pass therebetween 
while said arms support the top end of the canister, 
wherein said arms cooperate with said spring por 
tion to ?xedly hold the canister between said arms 
and said spring portion, along a second longitudinal 
axis parallel said ?rst longitudinal axis, and wherein 
the canister can be readily removed and replaced 
from between said arms and said spring portion; 

a ring portion ?xedly connected by a ?exible arm to 
said base at a point below said arms, said ring por 
tion de?ning an aperture disposed along said sec 
ond longitudinal axis, said ?exible arm extending at 
an acute angle from said base below said arms to 
said ring portion; wherein said nipple actuator 
extends through said aperture of said ring portion 
along said second longitudinal axis when the canis 
ter is ?xedly positioned in said base, said nipple 
actuator being near or adjacent a part of said ring 
portion positioned furthest from said ?rst longitu 
dinal axis, wherein said flexible arm is constructed 
and arranged to allow movement of said ring por 
tion in a direction from said second longitudinal 
axis to said ?rst longitudinal axis and to allow said 
part of said ring portion to contact and move said 
nipple actuator and thereby cause paste to be dis 
pensed from the tip of the actuator; 

and a wall ?xedly connected to said ?exible arm 
below said ring portion and extending in a direc 
tion parallel to and spaced from said ?rst longitudi 
nal axis, said wall being constructed and arranged 
to allow the elongated object to contact and move 
said wall in said direction from said second longitu 
dinal axis to said ?rst longitudinal axis and thereby 
cause said ring portion to be moved in said direc 
tion to cause dispensing of the paste. 

2. A unitary mounting bracket for a gas-pressurized 
canister comprising a paste to be dispensed onto an 
elongated object, having at its top end an elongated 
nipple actuator extending along the central longitudinal 
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axis of the canister, wherein movement of the actuator 
from the axis causes the paste to be dispensed from the 
tip of the actuator, said bracket comprising: 

an elongated base having at least one planar surface 
adapted for ?xation to a ?at surface, said base ex 
tending along a ?rst longitudinal axis and having at 
one portion of said ?rst longitudinal axis a circular 
clip portion, extending in a direction perpendicular 
to said ?rst longitudinal axis, constructed and ar 
ranged to allow said canister to be inserted within 
said clip portion, and once inserted to hold said 
canister ?xedly in position, and at another portion 
of said ?rst longitudinal axis a pair of arms extend 
ing approximately perpendicular to said ?rst longi 
tudinal axis, said arms being spaced apart along said 
base a distance suf?cient to allow the nipple actua 
tor to pass therebetween while said arms support 

15 

the top end of the canister, wherein said arms coop- ' 
erate with said clamp portion to ?xedly hold the 
canister between said arms and said clamp portion 
along a second longitudinal axis parallel said ?rst 
longitudinal axis, and wherein the canister can be 
readily removed and replaced from between said 
arms and said clamp portion; 

a ring portion ?xedly connected by a ?exible arm to 
said base at a point below said arms, said ring por 
tion de?ning an aperture disposed along said sec 
ond longitudinal axis, said ?exible arm extending at 
an acute angle from said base below said arms to 
said ring portion; wherein said nipple actuator 
extends through said aperture of said ring portion 
along said second longitudinal axis when the canis 
ter is ?xedly positioned in said base, said nipple 
actuator being near or adjacent a part of said ring 
portion positioned furthest from said ?rst longitu 
dinal axis, wherein said ?exible arm is constructed 
and arranged to allow movement of said ring por 
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6 
tion in a direction from said second longitudinal 
axis, to said ?rst longitudinal axis, and to allow said 
part of said ring portion to contact and move said 
nipple actuator and thereby cause paste to be dis 
pensed from the tip of the actuator; 

and a wall ?xedly connected to said ?exible arm 
below said ring portion and extending in a direc 
tion parallel to and spaced from said ?rst longitudi 
nal axis, said wall being constructed and arranged 
to allow the elongated object to contact and move 
said wall in said direction from said second longitu 
dinal axis to said ?rst longitudinal axis and thereby 
cause said ring portion to-be moved in said direc' 
tion to cause dispensing of the paste. 

3. The unitary mounting bracket of claim 1 or 2 
wherein said wall further comprises a shelf portion 
projecting perpendicular to said wall below said ring 
portion and passing through said second longitudinal 
axis. 

4. The unitary mounting bracket of claim 3 wherein 
said wall further comprises a second shelf located fur 
ther from said ring portion than said ?rst shelf, said 
second shelf being parallel to said ?rst shelf and being 
constructed and arranged to allow the elongated object 
to be slideably moved along said second shelf. 

5. The unitary mounting bracket of claim 4 wherein 
said wall further‘comprises a pair of sidewalls extending 
from said wall and connecting said ?rst and second 
shelves to form a box having an opening constructed 
and arranged to allow the elongated object to be in 
serted therewithin. 

6. The unitary mounting bracket of claim 5 wherein 
said elongated object is a toothbrush and the wall is 
adapted to be moved by insertion of the toothbrush 
within said wall. 
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