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WARM-UP CONTROL FOR TRANSMISSION 
HYDROSTATIC UNIT 

This invention was made with U5. Government 
support under DAAEO7-86-C-RO46 awarded by the 
Department of Army. The US. Government has cer 
tain rights in this invention. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to hydrostatic drive 
systems and particularly to a control for protecting 
hydrostatic drive units of vehicle transmissions from 
cold weather startup damage. 

Hydrostatic drive systems, such as hydrostatic trans 
missions and hydrostatic drive units in hydromechani 
cal transmissions, are designed to operate safely with 
hydraulic ?uids having a viscosity within a predeter 
mined range. If the temperature of the hydraulic ?uid is 
extremely low, its viscosity increases to the point where 
it does not properly ?ow through hydraulic circuits. A 
hydraulic pump, driven by the vehicle engine, in pump 
ing cold, highly viscous hydraulic ?uid, can over-press 
urize the hydraulic circuit. Moreover, the hydraulic 
pump and hydraulic motor in the hydraulic circuit are 
not adequately lubricated when the hydraulic ?uid is 
too cold. Due to differentials in expansion coef?cients, 
clearances between component parts subjected to ex 
tremely low temperature hydraulic ?uid can go out of 
tolerance. All of these factors have the potential of 
causing transmission malfunctioning at the least or, at 
the worst, permanent damage to hydraulic components 
if the vehicle, after standing long periods in extremely 
cold weather, is driven without an adequate hydraulic 
?uid warm-up period. 
One approach to avoiding potentially damaging cold 

startups has been to utilize auxiliary heaters to warm the 
hydraulic ?uid to an acceptable viscosity or to drive the 
transmission at a low idle speed to produce circulation 
and thus warming of the hydraulic ?uid. Vehicle pro 
pulsion is inhibited until a thermostatic element senses 
that the hydraulic ?uid temperature has risen to a safe 
operating level. An auxiliary heater requires an auxil 
iary energy source which is likely not be available in the 
field. Moreover, thermostatic elements are not particu 
larly reliable when subjected to the hostile environment 
within a transmission housing. . 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is accordingly an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved control for inhibiting potentially 
damaging cold startup of a hydraulic drive system. 
An additional object is to provide a control of the 

above character wherein hydraulic propulsion is auto 
matically inhibited for a period sufficient to allow the 
system hydraulic ?uid to be warmed to a safe viscosity 
level. 
A further object is to provide a warm-up control of 

the above character wherein the appropriate warm-up 
period is determined by sensing the viscosity of the 
hydraulic ?uid. 
Another object is to provide a warm-up control of 

the above-character, which is implemented to a vehicle 
hydrostatic transmission or to the hydrostatic unit of a 
vehicle hydromechanical transmission. 
A still further object is to provide a warm-up control 

of the above-character, which is inexpensive to manu 
facture, takes up minimal space within the transmission 
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2 
housing, and is readily implemented with existing trans 
mission controllers. 

Other objects of the invention will in part be obvious 
and in part appear hereinafter. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is 
provided an improved control for inhibiting cold 
startup propulsion of a hydraulic drive system, such as 
a hydrostatic transmission unit in a vehicle, until the 
hydraulic ?uid has been warmed to a safe operating 
viscosity. The control utilizes a ?ow regulated portion 
of the hydraulic makeup ?uid delivered by an engine 
driven makeup pump to the hydraulic pump and motor 
loop circuit of the hydrostatic transmission unit, which 
regulated ?ow portion is directed through a viscosity 
sensitive ?uidic element, such as an ori?ce or capillary 
tube of suitable length, to the transmission sump. The 
resulting pressure drop or back pressure imposed by this 
?uidic element is a function of hydraulic ?uid viscosity 
and is applied as a ?uidic signal to control the position 
of a valve. As long as this valve is held open in response 
to a ?uidic signal indicative of an unsafe hydraulic ?uid 
viscosity, hydraulic ?uid is bled from the hydraulic 
pump and motor loop circuit to inhibit excessive hy 
draulic pressures therein. Moreover, while the valve is 
held open, depression is imposed on an engine speed 
reference signal supplied to a transmission controller, 
such that the controller forces the transmission to an 
essentially neutral condition. Thus, vehicle propulsion 
is inhibited regardless of the engine speed commanded 
by the driver. 

After the hydraulic ?uid has been sufficiently circu 
lated by the makeup pump and the hydraulic pump to 
warm the ?uid to a safe operating viscosity, the viscos 
ity ?uidic signal will fall to a magnitude allowing the 
valve to close. Hydraulic ?uid is no longer bled from 
the hydraulic pump and motor loop circuit, and depres 
sion of the engine speed reference signal is terminated. 
Vehicle propulsion in full response to driver commands 
is thus enabled without damaging consequences to the 
hydrostatic transmission unit. 
The invention accordingly comprises the features of 

construction, arrangement of parts and combination of 
elements, all of which will be exempli?ed in the follow 
ing description, and the scope of the invention will be 
indicated in the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

For a full understanding of the nature and objects of i 
the invention, reference may be had to the following 
Detailed Description taken in conjunction with the 
drawing in which the sole figure is a circuit schematic 
diagram illustrating an embodiment of the warm-up 
control of the invention adapted to a vehicle hydro 
static transmission unit. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The warm-up control of the invention, generally 
indicated at 10 in the sole drawing ?gure, is illustrated 
in its application to a hydrostatic unit, generally indi 
cated at 12, of a hydromechanical transmission of the 
type disclosed in commonly assigned, Reed US. Pat. 
No. 4,799,401 utilized in track-laying or skid-steered 
wheeled vehicles. As recognized in the art, such trans 
missions utilize two such hydrostatic units whose hy 
drostatic outputs are applied in parallel with a mechani 
cal output to range changing, combining gear sets to 
provide right and left transmission propulsion outputs. 
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The two hydrostatic outputs are typically commonly 
varied to accommodate in?nitely varying vehicle 
speeds within each transmission range and differentially 
varied to effect vehicle steering. However, it will be 
appreciated that the present invention can be advanta 
geously applied to a pure hydrostatic transmission. 
As seen in the drawing, hydrostatic unit 12 includes a 

variable displacement hydraulic pump 14 and a typi 
cally ?xed displacement hydraulic motor 16 connected 
in a loop circuit 18. The pump is driven by a shaft 19 
which is engageable with the output shaft 20 of the 
vehicle engine 22 through a clutch 23 to pump hydrau 
lic ?uid through this loop circuit in either direction at a 
variable rate established by a transmission controller 24 
to produce a bidirectional hydrostatic output of varying 
speed on hydraulic motor output shaft 17. 

In accordance with conventional practice, engine 22 
also drives a small speed reference pump 26 and a hy 
draulic ?uid makeup pump 28. The speed reference 
pump, driven via clutch 23 and shaft 19, draws hydrau 
lic fluid from the transmission sump 30 and discharges 
the ?uid to the transmission controller via signal or pilot 
line 32 at a pressure proportional to the engine RPM 
developed on its output shaft 20. The transmission con 
troller uses this ?uidic signal to adjust the displacement 
(typically referred to as “stroke”) of hydraulic pump 14 
and to condition range changing mechanism 34 to an 
appropriate transmission range such as to achieve opti 
mum performance consistent with the speed command 
issued by the vehicle operator. 
Makeup pump 28, driven directly off of engine shaft 

20, draws hydraulic fluid from sump 30 and pumps it 
over a makeup line 36 to the junction between a pair of 
opposed check valves 38 connected into the two sides 
of hydraulic loop circuit 18 via lines 40. When the hy 
draulic pressure in this loop circuit falls below a prede 
termined magnitude occasioned by hydraulic ?uid 
losses due to leakages in the hydraulic pump and motor, 
one or the other of check valves 38 will open to admit 
hydraulic ?uid into the loop circuit to make up the ?uid 
loss. Makeup ?uid pressure in line 36 is controlled by a 
regulator 42. 
To adapt warm-up control 10 to the known transmis 

sion con?guration described above, a portion of the 
makeup hydraulic ?uid in line 36 is directed through a 
branch line 44 which leads to transmission sump 30. 
Serially included in this branch line are a viscosity in 
sensitive, ?ow regulating ?uidic element 46, one valve 
port of a spool valve 48 and a viscosity sensitive ?uidic 
element 50. Element 46 may conveniently take the form 
of an extremely short, i.e. sharp, ori?ce 47 which is 
effective in regulating hydraulic ?uid ?ow there 
through regardless of its viscosity. Element 50, on the 
other hand, may take the form of a capillary tube or 
long ori?ce 51 which, in response to hydraulic ?uid 
?ow therethrough, produces a pressure drop which 
varies as a function of ?uid viscosity. This pressure drop 
is applied as a ?uidic signal via signal line 52 to control 
a relief valve 54 whose outlet is directed to transmission 
sump 30. The inlet of this relief valve is connected to 
one end of a signal line 56 whose other end is tapped 
into speed reference signal line 32 ahead of transmission 
controller 24. Tapped into signal line 56 is a branch 
signal line 58 which is utilized to actuate the spool 60 of 
spool valve 48. This spool is biased rightwardly by a 
spring 62 such that its valve ports are normally open to 
accommodate hydraulic ?uid flow therethrough. 
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4 
Completing the description of warm-up control 10, a 

separate branch line 64 is connected into each of the 
two sides of hydraulic loop circuit 18 via lines 40 to 
bleed hydraulic ?uid therefrom through the remaining 
two normally open valve ports of control valve 48 to 
transmission sump 30. Relief valves 66 may be included 
in branch lines 64 to maintain a predetermined minimum 
pressure in the hydraulic loop circuit during startup 
while valve 48 is open. 
From the foregoing description, it is seen that, when 

engine 22 is started with clutch 23 disengaged, branch 
lines 44 and 64 are open to the transmission sump 
through the normally open valve ports of control valve 
48. Pump 28 builds up pressure in makeup line 36 to the 
level set by regulator 42, and makeup hydraulic ?uid 
?ows through branch line 44. This flow is regulated by 
the viscosity insensitive sharp ori?ce 47 and, upon ?ow 
ing through long ori?ce 51, develops the viscosity ?u 
idic signal via signal line 52 to relief ‘valve 54. If the 
hydraulic ?uid viscosity is in the safe operating range, 
the pressure drop across the long ori?ce, as re?ected in 
this viscosity signal, is insufficient to unseat relief valve 
54. Consequently, when clutch 23 is engaged to drive 
speed reference pump 26 and hydraulic pump 14, the 
full value of the speed reference pump signal is commu 
nicated via signal lines 56 and 58 to valve spool 60, 
causing it to shift leftward, closing the three valve ports 
of valve 48. Branch lines 64 are thus valved off, permit 
ting the hydraulic loop circuit to be pressurized by the 
pumping action of pump 14 and the motor 16 to be 
driven to produce a vehicle-propelling hydrostatic out 
put on shaft 17. The hydrostatic unit 12 thus functions 
normally under the control of transmission controller in 
full response to operator speed commands. It is noted 
that line 44 is also valved off to inhibit unnecessary loss 
of make-up ?uid. 
However, if the engine is started while the hydraulic 

?uid is excessively cold such that its viscosity exceeds 
the safe operating range, the pressure of the viscosity 
signal developed by the long ori?ce will be of sufficient 
magnitude to open relief valve 54. This action is effec 
tive to depress the speed reference signal seen by both 
valve spool 60 and the transmission controller when 
clutch 23 is engaged. The ports of control valve 48 are 
thus held open by spring 62, and over pressurization of 
hydraulic loop circuit 18 by pump 14 is precluded by 
open branch lines 64. In addition, monitoring of the 
viscosity of hydraulic ?uid ?ow through branch line 44 
continues. Insofar as the transmission controller is con 
cerned, depression of the speed reference signal is inter 
preted as a much lower speed command than the vehi 
cle operator has in fact issued. Consequently, the trans 
mission controller down-shifts the range changing 
mechanism 34 to low range, which is typically a strictly 
hydrostatic propulsion range, and down-strokes the 
hydraulic pump to a low displacement consistent with 
any residual steer command. 
Thus an essentially neutral condition is imposed on 

the transmission, and vehicle propulsion is substantially 
inhibited as long as the viscosity signal holds relief 
valve open to avoid potentially damaging stresses to 
hydrostatic unit 12. As hydraulic ?uid continues to be 
circulated by pumps 14 and 28, its temperature is ele 
vated in the process. After a suf?cient warm up period, 
the hydraulic ?uid viscosity will have dropped into the 
safe operating range. This event is sensed by long ori~ 
?ce 51 in that the pressure of its viscosity signal falls to 
a magnitude insuf?cient to maintain relief valve 54 
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open. When this valve reseats, the depression imposed 
on the speed reference signal is removed, and spool 60 
is positioned to close off the ports of control valve 48. 
Hydraulic ?uid ?ow through branch lines 44 and 64 is 
shut down, and normal safe operation of hydrostatic 
unit 12 is enabled. 

It will be appreciated that the precise characteristics 
of the viscosity insensitive, ?ow regulating ?uidic ele 
ment 46 and the viscosity sensitive ?uidic element 50 in 
branch line 44 must be tailored to the particular trans 
mission design to which warm-up control 10 is adapted. 
Other factors to be considered are the type of hydraulic 
?uid to be used, the separation between elements 46 and 
50, and the signal pressure response characteristics of 
relief valve 54. It will be appreciated that the order in 
which elements 46 and 50 and the spool valve port are 
serially arranged in branch line 44 may be varied as long 
as element 46 is upstream of element 50. In the case of 
skid-steered vehicle transmissions employing a pair of 
hydrostatic units, either an additional speed reference 
signal actuated control valve or additional valve ports 
would be included in a single control valve to handle 
branch lines 64 from both units. 

While, in normal situations, the vehicle operator is 
automatically conditioned to wait out the requisite 
warm-up period imposed by control 10 before normal 
vehicle propulsion can begin, an emergency over-ride is 
available simply by moving the steer control to an ex 
treme skid-steer maneuver position. This increases the 
hydraulic pump displacements to the point where all 
the makeup fluid is drawn into the hydraulic loop cir 
cuit through one of the check valves 38, leaving little 
left to ?ow through branch line 44. Consequently, the 
viscosity pressure signal is suppressed, and relief valve 
54 is not opened. The full speed reference signal is thus 
available to effect closure of the control valve ports. 
The hydrostatic unit can then be pressurized, albeit 
unsafely, to produce vehicle propulsion. 

It is seen from the foregoing that the objects set forth 
above, including those made apparent from the preced 
ing description, are ef?ciently attained, and, since cer 
tain changes may be made in the construction set forth, 
it is intended that matters of detail be taken as illustra 
tive and not in a limiting sense. 

I claim: 
1. A warm-up control for a hydrostatic propulsion 

unit including a hydraulic pump driven by an engine 
and a hydraulic motor connected in hydraulic loop 
circuit with the hydraulic pump, said warm-up control 
including, in combination: 

(A) a makeup pump driven by the engine for pumping 
hydraulic ?uid from a sump through a ?uid 
makeup line to the hydraulic loop circuit to replen 
ish ?uid leakage losses therefrom; 

(B) at least one bleed line for removing hydraulic 
?uid from the hydraulic loop circuit to limit pres 
sure buildup therein; 

(C) a control valve connected in said one bleed line; 
(D) a hydraulic ?uid viscosity monitoring line con 

nected to said makeup line and including at least 
one ?uidic element for developing a viscosity ?u 
idic signal indicative of the viscosity of the hydrau 
lic ?uid ?owing therethrough; and 

(E) means responsive to said viscosity ?uidic signal 
for maintaining said control valve open until the 
hydraulic ?uid viscosity decreases to a safe operat 
ing range. 
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2. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 1, wherein 

said ?uid viscosity monitoring line further includes a 
second ?uidic element for regulating the ?ow of hy 
draulic ?uid through said one ?uidic element. 

3. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 2, wherein 
said control valve includes a ?rst valve port connected 
in said ?uid viscosity monitoring line and second valve 
port connected in said bleed line. 

4. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 2, wherein 
said second ?uidic element is an ori?ce con?gured to 
regulate hydraulic ?uid ?ow therethrough to a uniform 
rate regardless of its viscosity. 

5. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 4, wherein 
said one ?uidic element is an ori?ce con?gured to cre 
ate, in response to hydraulic ?uid ?ow therethrough, a 
pressure drop varying as a function of ?uid viscosity, 
said viscosity ?uidic signal being indicative of said pres 
sure drop. 

6. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 5, wherein 
said control valve includes a ?rst valve port connected 
in said ?uid viscosity monitoring line and second valve 
port connected in said bleed line. 

7. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 6, wherein 
said bleed line is a ?rst bleed line connected into one 
side of the hydraulic loop circuit, said warm-up control 
further including a second bleed line connected into the 
other side of the hydraulic loop circuit, and said control 
valve having said second valve port connected in said 
?rst bleed line and further including a third valve port 
connected in said second bleed line. 

8. A warm-up control for a vehicle transmission in 
cluding a hydrostatic propulsion unit having a hydrau 
lic pump mechanically driven by an engine and a hy 
draulic motor connected in a hydraulic loop circuit 
with the hydraulic pump, said warm-up control com 
prising, in combination: 

(A) a speed reference pump driven by the engine for 
developing a ?rst ?uidic signal proportional to 
engine speed in an output line; 

(B) a transmission controller connected with said 
speed reference pump output line and responsive to 
said ?rst ?uidic signal; 

(C) a makeup pump driven by the engine for pumping 
hydraulic ?uid from a transmission sump through a 
?uid makeup line to the hydraulic loop circuit of 
the hydrostatic unit to replenish ?uid leakage losses 
therein; 

(D) a normally closed relief valve included in a signal 
line tapped into said speed reference pump output 
line ahead of said transmission controller; 

(E) a bleed line for withdrawing hydraulic ?uid from 
the hydraulic loop circuit to inhibit over-pressuri 
zation thereof; 

(F) a normally open control valve included in said 
bleed line and operable to close in response to said 
?rst ?uidic signal in said signal line; and 

(G) a ?uid viscosity monitoring line connected into 
said makeup line and including ?rst ?uidic means 
for regulating hydraulic ?uid ?ow therethrough to 
a uniform rate regardless of its viscosity and second 
fluidic means for developing a second ?uidic signal 
varying as a function of the viscosity of the hydrau 
lic ?uid ?owing therethrough, said second ?uidic 
signal being applied to maintain said relief valve 
open until the hydraulic ?uid is warmed to a safe 
viscosity operating range, said relief valve, while 
open, depressing said ?rst ?uidic signal to a level 
insuf?cient to close said control valve. 
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9. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 8, wherein 
said transmission controller operates in response to the 
depression of said ?rst ?uidic signal by said relief valve 
to control the vehicle transmission to an essentially 
neutral operating condition. 

10. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 9, wherein 
said control valve includes a ?rst valve port connected 
in said ?uid viscosity monitoring line and second valve 
port connected in said bleed line. 

11. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 10, which 
further includes a clutch, said make up pump being 
directly driven by the engine, and said speed reference 
pump and the hydraulic pump being driven by the en 
gine through said clutch. 

12. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 9, wherein 
said ?rst ?uidic means is an ori?ce con?gured to regu 
late hydraulic ?uid ?ow therethrough to a uniform rate 
regardless of its viscosity. 

13. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 12, wherein 
said second ?uidic means is an ori?ce con?gured to 
create, in response to hydraulic ?uid ?ow therethrough, 
a pressure drop varying as a function of ?uid viscosity, 
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said second ?uidic signal being indicative of said pres 
sure drop. 

14. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 13, wherein 
said bleed line is a ?rst bleed line connected into one 
side of the hydraulic loop circuit, said warm-up control 
further including a second bleed line connected into the 
other side of the hydraulic loop circuit, and said control 
valve having a ?rst valve port connected in said ?rst 
bleed line, a second valve port connected in said second 
bleed line, and a third valve port connected in said ?uid 
viscosity monitoring line. 

15. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 14, which 
further includes a pair of check valves serially intercon 
nected in opposed ?ow relation into the two sides of the 
hydraulic loop circuit, said make-up line terminating at 
a junction between said check valves, whereby hydrau 
lic ?uid is admitted through said check valves when 
necessary to replenish the hydraulic ?uid in the hydrau 
lic loop circuit. 

16. The warm-up control de?ned in claim 14, which 
further includes an additional relief valve in each said 
?rst and second bleed lines. 
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