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To all whom it may concern. 
Beitknown that LBENJAMINSWHITEHEAD, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at New 
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New 
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Badges; and I do hereby de 

' clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact 
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description of the invention, such as will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and to 
letters of reference marked thereon, which 
form a part of this speci?cation. 
My present invention relates to improve 

ments in badges, and consists in the peculiar 
arrangement and combination of parts com 
prising the badge, with reference to a cheap 
production of the same and a better means 
for securing the several parts together, and 
furthermore, in providing a means which pre~ 
vents the silk or other like material embraced 
in a frame embodied in the badge, from be 
coming soiled. 
Theinvention is especially designed to pro 

vide a badge of simple construction, and one 
in which the silk or other like material used, 
is covered with a transparent and ?exible 
medium, thereby possessing great advantages 
over badges of the same class as now made. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

badge consisting of a metallic back-plate or 
back, provided with one or more pins, an open 
metallic frame provided with means for at 
taching or securing it to the back-plate, and,“ 
preferably, a ?lling of silk, satin or other like 
material, bearing the inscription, emblem, de 
sign, &c., and a transparent medium between 
the frame and the backof the badge, whereby 
the inscription, emblem, 850., may be seen and 
read. 
In the drawings herewith accompanying, in 

which similar letters of reference are employed 
to indicate corresponding parts in each of the 
several views, Figure 1 is a front view of my 
improved form of badge, and Fig. 2 is a back 
view of the same. Fig. 3 is a vertical section 
taken on line y in Fig.2, and Fig. 4 is a vertical 
cross section taken on line :20 in said Fig. 2. 
Fig. 5 is a plan view of a transparent piece 
used in connection with the badge embody 
ing my invention. Fig. 6 is a front View of 
my improved badge, to which has been at 
tached a silk ribbon or pendant provided with 
suitable designs or emblems. Fig. 7 is a front 

or face View of a modi?ed form of badge, em 
bodying my invention, and Fig. 8 is a ver 
tical cross section taken on line y’ in said 
Fig. 7. 
As indicated in the above described views, 

A represents the improved badge, which is 
composed of a metallic back-plate a, of any 
suitable outline or con?guration, being pref 
erably formed with the raised portion a’ 
bounded by a ?at rim‘ a2, substantially as 
shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 4. Upon said ?at rim 
or2 of the back-plate a is arranged an open 
frame 17, being of a similar con?guration in 
outline, as that of the back-plate, said frame 
being preferably raised on the top, as at b’, 
and provided with a marginal rim b2 formed 
at right angles to the surface b’, or approxi 
mately so, which rim ismade to surround the 
outer edge of the ?at rim (1.2 of the back-plate 
a, as will be clearly seen from Fig. 2. Said 
rim b2 of the frame I) may be provided with 
any suitable means for securing it to the back 
plate, the preferred means being small tongues 
or lips b3, which are ?rmly bent down upon 
the ?at rim 0.2, whereby the parts are secured 
together, but ordinary rivets or pins may be 
used, if desired. 
Upon the raised portion a’ of I the back 
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plate a and ?rmly clamped or held between v 
the frame b and the ?at rim a2, is a piece of 
silk, satin, paper, or other suitable material, 85 
as 0, bearing the inscription, design or em- _ 
blem, whereby, when the frame I) is securely ‘Y 
fastened to the back-plate the material pre 
sents a nicely curved andoutwardly cxtend 
ing reading surface, as will be seen from Figs. ' 
3 and 4. As will be evident from said ?gures, 
the central portion of the material 0 projects 
beyond the upper surface of, and through the 
surrounding frame b, and thereby becomes 
soiled very readily, when the badge is worn. 

In order to avoid the soiling of the mate 
rial c, and in order that it may at all times 
present a ?ne and smooth appearance, I have 
arranged on the top of the material 0 and 
?rmly held in place by means of the frameb, 
a ?exible and transparent medium d,such as 
celluloid, which is of the same con?guration 
in outline as that of the frame I), as will be 
seen fromFig. 5. Owing to the ?exibilityof 
said transparent material d, it conforms read 
ily to the curvature of the material a, and 
aside from its great service and usefulness in 
preventing the soiling of the silk or satin, or 
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the paper, when the latteris used, a badge is the 
result of a greatly enhanced appearance, the 
transparent medium at remaining at all times 
bright and untarnished. Instead or arrang 
ing this transparent material (Z between the 
frame I) and the back-plate in the manner 
just described, said frame 1) maybe provided 
with two or more cross bars I)“, as will be un 
derstood from Fig. 7, thereby constituting a 
badge provided with the openings or panels, 
substantially as shown. In this form of con 
struction, the center panel may be provided 
with the transparent covering or material (I 
and theremaining panelsadjacentthereto can 
be left open, as will be clearly seen and un 
derstood from said Fig. 7 and from Fig. 8. 
As will be seen more especically from Fig. 2, 

theback-plate a is provided with the usual fast 
ening pin 6 for securing the badge to the coat 
or dress, and may also be provided with a sec 
ond pin 6' on which is arranged a suitable 
ribbon or pendant f, bearing any desired in 
scription, design or emblem, as illustrated in 
Fig. 6 of the drawings.“ 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is—-— ‘ 

l. A badge, comprising therein, an open 
frame, a suitable backing or back-plate se 
cured in said open frame, said backing or back 
plate bearing an inscription, design or em 
blem, anda transparent medium arranged be 
tween said backing and the frame, and apin 
secured on said back-plate for attaching the 
badge to a garment, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

2. A badge comprising therein, a metallic 
back-plate, an open frame secured to the face 
of said back-plate, a piece of silk, satin, pa 
per, or other like material bearing an inscrip 
tion, design, or emblem, arranged between 
said frame and the back-plate, and a piece of 
transparent material arranged to cover said 
silk, satin or paper, and a pin secured on said 
back-plate for attaching the badge to a gar 
ment, substantially as and for the purposes 
set forth. 

3. A badge comprising therein, a metallic 
back-plate, an open frame provided with a 
rim 1)2 adapted to embrace the surrounding 
edge of the back-plate, means on said rim b2 
for securing the frame to the back-plate, a 
piece of silk, satin, paper or other like ma 
terial bearing an inscription, design or em 
blem arranged between said frame and the 
back-plate, and a piece of transparent ma 
terial arranged to cover said silk, satin, or pa 
per, substantially as and for the purposes set 
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4. A badge comprising therein, a metallic 
back-plate a formed with a raised portion a’ 
and a fiat rim (1?, an open frame 6 provided 
with a rim b2 adapted to embrace the sur 
rounding edge of the back-plate, tongues or 
lips b3 on said rim b2 for securing the frame 
to the back-plate, a piece of silk, satin, paper 
or other like material, bearing an inscription, 
design, or emblem, arranged between said 
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frame and the back-plate, and a piece of trans 
parent ?exible material arranged to cover 
said silk, satin, or paper, substantially as and 
for the purposes set forth. 

5. A badge, comprising therein, an open 
frame, a suitable backing or back-plate, said 
backing or back-plate bearing an incription, 
design or emblem, and a transparent medium 
arranged between said backing and the frame, 
a pin secured on said backing or back-plate 
for attaching the badge to a garment, and a 
pin or bar 6’ adapted to receive a ribbon or 
pendant, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

6. The improved badge herein described, 
combining therein a ribbon or pendant hav 
ing a suitableinscription, design or emblem 
thereon, and a badge-piece separable there 
from, comprising therein an open frame, a 
suitable backin g or back-plate secured in said 
open frame, said backing or back-plate being 
provided with an inscription, design 0r_em 
blem, a transparent medium arranged be 
tween said backing and the frame, a pin or 
bar on said backing or back-plateadapted to 
receive said ribbon or pendant, and a pin or 
other device to admit the badge being secured 
to a garment, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

7. A badge comprising therein, a back-plate 
at having a ?at rim a2, an open frame I) pro 
vided with a rim 122 adapted to embrace the 
surrounding edge of the back-plate, means on 
said rim b2 for securing said frame in position 
on said ?at rim a2, a piece of silk, satin, pa 
per or other like material, bearing an incrip 
tion, design or emblem, arranged between 
said frame and the back-plate, a piece of 
transparent material arranged to cover said 
silk, satin or paper, and a pin secured on said 
back-plate for attaching the badge to a gar’ 
ment, substantially as and for the purposes 
set forth. 

8. A badge comprising therein, a back-plate 
a having a flat rim a2, an open frame b pro 
vided with a rim b2 adapted to embrace the 
surrounding edge of the back-plate, means 
on said rim (22 for securing said frame in po 
sition on said ?at rim a2, a piece of silk, satin, 
paper or other like material, bearing an in 
scription, design or emblem, arranged be 
tween said frame and the back-plate, a piece 
of transparent material arranged to cover 
said silk—satin or paper, a pin secured on said 
back-plate for attaching the badge to a gar 
ment, and a pin or bar a’ on said back-plate, 
adapted to receive a ribbon or pendant, all 
of said parts being arranged, substantially as 
and for the purposes set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the invention set 
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this 
20th day of September, 1892. 

BENJAMIN S. VVHITEHEAD. 
Witnesses: 

KATE HUGHES, . 
FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL. 
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