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COLLAPSIBLE ONE-MAN PONTOON FISHING 
RAFI‘ 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The ability to ?sh high mountain lakes is greatly 
impaired by the presence of brush and cliffs. Further 
more, when access to the lake is only possible by use of 
a foot trail it is impossible or extremely difficult to trans 
port a boat into such a lake. Previously the problem was 
addressed by backpacking in?atable rubber rafts or 
inner tubes equipped with a seat into the high mountain 
lakes. However, those devices are heavy, require a 
pump for in?ation and can not be easily maneuvered in 
the water. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 
In accordance with the present invention a collaps 

ible pontoon raft fabricated from expanded polystyrene, 
styrofaom or similar material, provides an alternative 
which is lighter in weight and more maneuverable than 
in?atable devices. It is capable of being quickly assem 
bled and disassembled and, in its disassembled form, can 
be stowed in a compartmented nylon bag which can be 
easily attached to any backpack or pack frame. With the 
operator facing to the aft, he or she can maneuver the 
raft using swim?ns, leaving the hands free for ?shing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

_. FIG. 1 is a side view of the one-piece pontoon ver 
sion, 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the one-piece pontoon ver 

sion, 
FIG. 3_is a side view of the two-piece pontoon ver 

sion, 
FIG. 4 is a plan view of the two-piece pontoon ver 

sion, 
FIG. 5 is exploded view of a two-piece pontoon, 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of a folding seat, and 
FIG. 7 is a side view of a folding seat. 
FIG. 8 is a side view of the two-piece pontoon with 

connecting rods. 
FIG. 9 is a plan view of the two-piece pontoon ver 

sion with connecting rods. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE 
EMBODIMENT 

' Reference is now made to FIG. 1 wherein is shown 
the side view of the one-piece pontoon 10 with seat 12; 
The pontoons are connected by connecting rods 14 
secured by a washer 16 and a locking pin or cotter pin 
18. The pontoons may be fabricated or molded from 
expanded polystyrene, styrofoam or other similar mate 
rial and may be coated with Plastisol TM , Liquid Car 
pet TM or other protective or stabilizing substance. The 
seat 12 may be of one-piece plywood or plastic con 
struction or two-piece molded plastic construction as 
later shown in FIG. 6 and FIG. 7. 
As shown in FIG. 2 the connecting rods 14 pass 

through the pontoons 10 perpendicular to ‘their length 
and through spacer sleeves 22 between the pontoons to 
prevent the pontoons from closing. The middle pontoon 
20 to provide additional buoyancy for heavier persons is 
optional. Cut-out compartments 24 may be provided for 
beverage cans or ?shing gear. 
FIG. 3 shows the side view of the optional two-piece 

pontoon consisting of a forward section 26 and an aft 
section 28 which are joined by a connecting pipe 30 
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2 
made from polyvinylchloride or other material. At least 
one sleeve 32 of similar material runs from the top of the 
forward pontoon section 26 and the aft pontoon section 
28 and through the connecting pipe 30. The sleeve 32 
accepts a securing pin 34 which passes through holes 35 
and thus secures the seat 12 to the pontoon sections, 26 
and 28 and maintains the structural integrity of the raft. 
The connecting pipe 30 may be cemented into one end 
of the pontoon to facilitate quick assembly. The secur 
ing pin 34 may have an optional eye which may be used 
to secure gear and may be tapered to better engage the 
sleeve 32. A washer 36 may be used to protect the seat 
12 from undue wear. The center pontoon 20 is optional 
and must be notched to fit with the two-piece seat as 
shown in FIG.6 and FIG. 7. 
FIG. 4 shows the plan view of the two-piece pontoon 

construction with each pontoon consisting of'a forward 
section 26, an aft section 28, a seat 12 fastened by secur 
ing pins 34 which pass through holes 35 and into sleeves 
32. A third pontoon 20 to provide additional buoyancy 
for heavier persons, is optional. 
FIG. 5 shows the exploded view of the two-piece 

pontoon with forward section 26 and aft section 28. ' 
Longitudinal holes 29 are positioned in the abutting 
surfaces of the pontoon sections approximately midway 
between top and bottom surfaces to accept a connecting 
pipe 30 joining the two sections. The said connecting 
pipe 30 may be cemented in either the forward section 
26 or aft section 28 of the pontoon. The connecting pipe 
30, having at least two holes 31 positioned in a straight 
line along the length of the said pipe, so that, when a 
connecting pipe 39 is inserted in hole 29, hole 31 will 
mate with at least one vertical hole 33 in each section of 
the pontoon. Sleeves 32 are inserted through hole 33 so 
as to mate with hole 31 and may be cemented in the 
same end in which the connecting pipe 30 is cemented. 
The two-piece pontoons shown in FIGS. 3, 4, and 5 
may be connected by connecting rods 14 as shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 2. Such embodiment is shown in FIGS. 8 
and 9. 
FIG. 6 is the plan view of the two-piece seat con 

structed of molded plastic or other material and consist 
ing of a right side 38 a left side 40 and a hinge pin 42. 
Each side of the seat is reinforced by ribs 44 on the 
underside which taper to their maximum depth where 
the two sides are joined by a hinge pin 42 which passes 
through holes 46 in each rib which will align when both 
sides of the seat are properly mated. When sides are 
fully extended the lip 48 on each side will abut the other 
thereby maintaining the rigidity of the extended seat. At‘ 
least two holes 50 per side will accept the securing pins 
34 described in the description under FIG. 3. FIG. 7 
shows a side view of the two-piece seat. 
Having thus described an illustrative embodiment of 

the present invention, it is understood that other em 
bodiments will occur to those skilled in the art and that 
such modifications or deviations from the illustrated 
embodiment are considered to be within the purview of 
the present invention. 
We claim: 
1. A collapsible one-man pontoon ?shing raft com 

prising: 
at least two, spaced, ?otational pontoons, said pon 

toons being of solid construction, 
means for maintaining the spaced relation between 

pontoons comprising a one-piece seat having at 
least two holes near each end which, when said 
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seat is placed on the top surface of said pontoons, 
will mate with corresponding holes and sleeves in 
the top surface of the pontoons, 

securing pins adapted to pass through the holes in the 
seat and into the holes in the pontoons, said secur 
ing pins being of such dimension that they will 
frictionally engage the sleeves in the holes in the 
top surface of the pontoons and such that the top of 
said pin will not pass through the holes in the seat. 

2. A collapsible one-man pontoon ?shing raft com 
prising: ' ' 

at least two, spaced, flotational pontoons, said pon 
toons being of solid construction, 

means for maintaining the spaced relation between 
pontoons comprising a two-piece, hinged, folding 
seat having at least two holes near each end which, 
when placed on the top surface of said pontoons, 
will mate with corresponding holes and sleeves in 
the top surface of the pontoons, 

securing pins adapted to pass through the holes in the I 
seat and into the holes in the pontoons, said secur 
ing pins being of such dimension that they will 
frictionally engage the sleeves in the holes in the 
top surface of the pontoons and such that the top of 
said pin will not pass through the holes in the seat. 

3. The raft de?ned in claim 1 wherein thepontoons 
are of two-piece construction comprising a forward 
section and an aft section of approximate equal length in 
which there is at least one longitudinal hole in the abut 
ting surface of each pontoon section, which sections, 
when assembled, have at least one connecting pipe in 
serted into the longitudinal holes in the abutting surface 
of each section to join said sections together, perpendic 
ular holes in the top surface of aid sections and holes in 
said connecting pipe, said connecting pipe being ce 
mented in one of the said sections and secured in the 
other of the said section by sleeves inserted into said 
perpendicular holes in the other of said sections, which 
perpendicular holes correspond with said holes in the 
connecting pipe so the sleeves, when inserted into the 
holes in each section, will engage the corresponding 
holes in the connecting pipe. 

4. The raft de?ned in claim 2 wherein the pontoons 
are of two-peice construction comprising a forward 
section and an aft section of approximate equal length in 
which there is at least one longitudinal hole in the abut 
ting surface of each pontoons section, which sections, 
when assembled, have at least one connecting pipe in 
serted into the longitudinal holes in the abutting surface 
of each section to join said sections together, perpendic 
ular holes in the top surface of said sections and holes in 
said connecting pipe, said connecting pipe being ce 
mented in one of the said sections and secured in the 
other of the said section by sleeves inserted into said 
perpendicular holes in the other of said sections, which 
perpendicular holes correspond with said holes in the 
connecting pipe so the sleeves, when inserted into the 
holes in each section, will engage the corresponding 
holes in the connecting pipe. 

5. A collapsible one-man pontoon ?shing raft com 
prising: 

at least two spaced floatational pontoons, with each 
pontoon being of two-piece construction consisting 
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4 
of a forward section and an aft section of approxi 
mate equal length in which there is at least one 
longitudinal hole in the abutting surface of each 
pontoon section, which sections, when assembled, 
have at least one connecting pipe inserted into the 
longitudinal holes in the abutting surface of each 
section to join said sections together, perpendicular 
holes in the top surface of said sections and holes in 
said connecting pipe, said connecting pipe being 
cemented in one of the said sections and secured in 
the other of the said section by sleeves inserted into 
said perpendicular holes in the other of said sec 
tions, which perpendicular holes correspond with 
said holes in the connecting pipe so the sleeves, 
when inserted into the holes in each section, will 
engage the corresponding holes in the connecting 
pipe, and 

means for maintaining said pontoons in a spaced rela~ 
tion, said means consisting of: 

connecting rods passing perpendicularly through the 
sides of said pontoons, 

spacer sleeves over said rods and abutting the inside 
surfaces of said pontoons, and 

fastening means on the ends of said rods and outward 
of said pontoons to prevent their withdrawal from 
said pontoons, 

said raft including a seat positioned over connecting 
rods and rests on the top surface of said pontoons. 

6. A collapsible one-man pontoon ?shing raft com 
prising: 

at least two spaced ?oatational pontoons, with each 
pontoon being of two-piece construction consisting 
of a forward section and an aft section of approxi 
mate equal length in which there is at least one 
longitudinal hole in the abutting surface of each 
pontoon section, which sections, when assembled, 
have at least one connecting pipe inserted into the 
longitudinal holes in the abutting surface of each 
section to join said sections together, perpendicular 
holes in the top surface of said sections and holes in 
said connecting pipe, said connecting pipe being 
cemented in one of the said sections and secured in 
the other of the said section by sleeves inserted into 
said perpendicular holes in the other of said sec 
tions, which perpendicular holes correspond with 
said holes in the connecting pipe so the sleeves, 
when inserted into the holes in each section, will 
engage the corresponding holes in the connecting 
pipe, 

means for maintaining said pontoons in a spaced rela 
tion, said means consisting of: 

a seat having at least two holes near each end which, 
when said seat is placed on the top surface of said 
pontoons, will mate with corresponding holes and 
sleeves in the top surface of the pontoons, 

securing pins adapted to pass through the holes in the 
' seat and into the holes in the pontoons, said secur 

ing pins being of such dimension that they will 
‘frictionally engage the sleeves in the holes in the 
top surface of the pontoons and such that the top of 
said pin will not pass through the holes in the seat. 

* * * * * 


