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ADJUSTABLE CONNECTION SYSTEM FOR 
PRECAST FACING PANEL AND SOLDIER PILE 

This application is a continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 
923,472, ?led on Oct. 27, 1986, now abandoned. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention is directed to a connection 
system for connecting a facing panel to a support and, 
more particularly, to adjustably connecting a precast 
concrete facing panel to a soldier pile. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Wood planks or concrete panels are often used as 
facing to retain ground excavations. The facing gener 
ally is connected to supports, such as soldier piles, 
driven or otherwise installed in the ground. However, 
standard precast concrete connections require that the 
soldier piles be accurately placed to a tolerance of ié 
inch. When driving or drilling pilings into the ground, it 
is dif?cult to install the pilings to this tolerance. Mis 
alignment of the soldier piles can be compensated for by 
erecting a separate welded frame between the piles and 
the panels. However, the building of such a separate 
frame is expensive and dif?cult to construct to required 
tolerances. 
One attempt to overcome the above problem is illus 

trated in U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,068,656 and 3,155,206 to 
Booth and Booth et al., respectively. These patents 
disclose a system for providing vertical adjustment of a 
connection between soldier piles and a proposed wall of 
wood plank sheeting. Another way of compensating for 
some misalignment is to provide connecting members 
on both the soldier piles and panels which extend 
toward each other and overlap, such as is disclosed in 
U.S. Pat. No. 4,653,962. 

$UMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It is an object of the present invention to provide a 

connection system for adjustably connecting facing 
panels to soldier piles. 

It is a further object of the present invention to ac 
complish the above while permitting three degrees of 
freedom of adjustment, thus, providing greater toler 
ance for pile misalignment. 

It is a further object of the present invention to ac 
complish the above for cut walls with all connections 
behind the back face of the'panels. 

It is a further object of the present invention to ac 
complish the above with no ?eld welding required, 
other than stud welding. 

It is a further object of the present invention to ac 
complish the above in a system which permits rapid 
installation. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a site 
installed connection system which can withstand the 
signi?cant earth pressures and forces applied to the face 
of a tiedback wall. 
The present invention is directed to a connection 

system allowing three degrees of freedom of adjustment 
between a soldier pile and a facing panel of a wall built 
to retain a cut or excavated earthen face. For conve 
nient reference, the three degrees of freedom will be 
described with reference to an x-y-z coordinate, as 
shown in FIG. 3, wherein the x-direction refers to the 
horizontal direction in the plane of the excavated face, 
the y-direction refers to the vertical direction in the 
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2 
plane of the excavated face, and the z-direction refers to 
a direction perpendicular to the plane of the excavated 
face. 
Tiedback walls are commonly used as permanent 

earth retaining structures for a cut or excavated earthen 
face. In a typical cut or excavation construction, the 
wall is built by ?rst installing a plurality of laterally 
spaced soldier piles, or beams, in the earth along a pre 
determined position of the wall to be constructed. The 
soldier piles may have various shapes and usually are 
either drilled or driven in place. Earth is excavated 
adjacent the solider piles to a designated depth. Tempo 
rary earth retaining apparatus, such as lagging, may be 
installed as needed between the soldier piles against the 
exposed face of the earthen mass. The excavating and 
lagging installation steps are repeated until the earthen 
mass requires additional reinforcement. A plurality of 
tiebacks is then installed and anchored in the earthen 
mass and connected to the soldier piles to further rein 
force the earthen mass. The excavating and tieback 
installation steps‘ are repeated as necessary. When the 
location for the bottom of the wall is reached, panels are 
attached to the soldier piles to form the wall. These 
panels typically are precast, concrete panels, but other 
types of panels may be used. A reinforced concrete face 
made from c'ast-in-place concrete also may be used. The 
above-described process is typical of a process for 
building a wall to retain a cut or excavated-type wall to 
which the invention particularly pertains. Other con 
struction techniques are used for building a “?ll-type” 
wall. Although the connection system of the present 
invention is intended to be used with a tiedback wall for 
a cut or excavated earthen face, as described above, 
other uses may be made as appropriate. 
The preferred embodiment of the present invention 

includes a double T-shaped or a C-shaped bracket hav 
ing at least two stern portions. The bracket also has 
vertically elongated slots in its base portion. This 
bracket is bolted at the excavation site to the soldier pile 
with threaded fasteners which are welded to the soldier 
pile. A similarly shaped bracket may be ?xed to the 
concrete facing panel during panel construction or, 
alternatively, attached at the site. A pair of connecting 
plates connects the stem portions of the brackets to 
gether. The connecting plates may be of variable 
length. The stem portions of each of the brackets prefer 
ably have at least one horizontally elongated slot. 
The interrelationship and positioning of the two 

brackets and connecting plates allows-for three degrees 
"of adjustment between the facing panel and the soldier 
pile and thus facilitates connecting the panel to the 
soldier pile. Adjustment in the vertical, y-direction is 
provided by ?eld determination of the location of the 
threaded fasteners, and hence the bracket, on the soldier 
pile, and also by the location of the fasteners within the 
vertically elongated slots in the base portion of the 
bracket. Adjustment back and forth, that is, in the z 
direction, is provided by the length of the connecting 
plates. Additional adjustments may be obtained by the 
location of the base of the bracket along the length of 
the threaded fasteners, i.e., the distance which the base 
of the bracket is spaced from the face of the soldier pile. 
This can be accomplished by a retaining nut threaded 
onto the fasteners on either side of the base portion or 
by other fastening systems. Preferably, two fasteners 
are used to attach each bracket to the soldier pile. With 
two fasteners, the top portion of the bracket may be 
positioned differently than the bottom portion, thus 
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allowing angular adjustment of the panels with respect 
to the vertical face of the excavation. Adjustment in the 
horizontal, x-direction, is provided by the field deter 
mined location of the threaded fasteners on the soldier 
pile, by rotation of the connecting plate between the 
brackets, and by the horizontally elongated slots in the 
stems of the brackets. The three degrees of freedom of 
adjustment provided by the invention permit greater 
tolerance for misalignment of the soldier piles while 
simultaneously allowing the accurate placement of the 
facing panels in a predetermined position. The connec 
tion system of the invention provides a suf?ciently 
strong connection to withstand the substantial earth 
pressures and other forces on the wall and on the con 
nection. The connection system also provides a system 
in which it is suf?ciently easier and faster to set and hold 
the vertical position of a facing panel. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective, overall view of the shoring 
system utilizing a simpli?ed form of a connection sys 
tem of the present invention in a partially built wall at 
an excavation site; 
FIG. 2 is a detailed, plan view of the simpli?ed form 

of the connection system shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the simpli?ed form of 

the connection system shown in FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is an exploded view of the connection system 

in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the in 
vention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

A simpli?ed form of the connection system in accor 
dance with the present invention, illustrating the basic 
principles of the invention, is shown in FIGS. 1-3 and 
generally designated 30. A preferred embodiment of the 
invention is shown in FIG. 4 and described in detail 
below. 

Connection system 30 adjustably connects facing 
panels 10 to soldier piles 20. These soldier piles may be 
of any type and con?guration. The facing panels may be 
of any shape, material, and size, in accordance with site 
requirements and spacing of the soldier piles. The pan 
els may be conventional precast concrete panels, or may 
be any other type of panel suitable for use as a retaining 
wall. Of course, connection system 30 may be used in 
any excavation support system in which greater toler 
ance for misalignment is required. 
Connection system 30, as shown particularly in 

FIGS. 2 and 3, includes a ?rst T-shaped bracket 32, 
having base portion 34 and stem portion 36, coupled to 
the inside face of facing panel 10, Le, the face towards 
soldier pile 20. If a precast, concrete panel is used, base 
portion 34 is preferably attached by headed shear fas 
teners 38 to the panel at the time the panel is cast at the 
manufacturing plant. Fixing bracket 32 to panel 10 dur 
ing the casting of panel 10 provides enhanced composite 
strength of the connection which is helpful in with 
standing the signi?cant forces and earth pressures re 
quired to support a high wall. Alternatively, the panel 
10 could be cast with threaded inserts onto which a 
threaded fastener is inserted at the site. Stern portion 36 
of bracket 32 preferably includes at least one horizon 
tally elongated slot 40 permitting adjustment in the 
x-direction as explained below. 
Connection system 30 further includes a second T 

shaped bracket 46, havingbase portion 48 and stem 
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4 
portion 50. Base portion 48 preferably includes at least 
two vertically elongated slots 52 for connecting bracket 
46 to soldier pile 20 while permitting adjustment in the 
vertical or y-direction. Stem portion 50 preferably in 
cludes at least one horizontally elongated slot 56 for 
providing further adjustment in the x-direction. 
A connecting plate 44 interconnects bracket 32 and 

bracket 46 and thus serves to connect facing panel 10 to 
soldier pile 2|). Connecting plate 44 includes openings 
60 to accommodate a threaded fastener, as explained in 
more detail below. The length of plate 44- may be varied 
and adjusted at the site to provide adjustability in the 
z~direction. Additionally, z-direction adjustability is 
provided by the location of bracket 46 on fastening 
studs 54. 
To install an excavation support system with an ad 

justable connection system in accordance with the pres 
ent invention, ?rst, a plurality of soldier piles is installed 
along a predetermined position of the wall to be con 
structed. Soldier piles typically are H or I-shaped in 
cross-section, but can assume any of various shapes and 
con?gurations and may be formed of a variety of mate 
rials. For example, as disclosed in US. Pat. No. 
4,369,004, the soldier piles may be channel~shaped sheet 
piles made of pairs of interlocking steel pile segments. 
The soldier piles may be installed in the earth either 
vertically or on a batter in any conventional manner, 
such as by a pile driver or by being inserted into pre 
drilled holes in the earth and retained in place by con 
crete. The soldier beams are placed at least as deep as 
the predetermined bottom of the retaining wall. Prefer 
ably, the soldier piles are installed below this level to 
provide additional stability for the retaining wall. 

After the soldier piles have been installed, excavation 
is commenced to a predetermined depth, usually ap 
proximately ?ve feet. Temporary earth retaining appa 
ratus may be installed, if needed, between the soldier 
piles along the entire length of the retaining wall. Such 
temporary earth retaining apparatus may comprise con 
ventional wood lagging, shotcrete, gunite, or other 
well-known material and techniques. These steps are 
repeated until a depth is reached that requires tiebacks 
for stability of the earthen mass. At this point, a ?rst 
level of tiebacks is installed and anchored in the earthen 
mass. Any type of tieback may be used, but a tieback of 
the corrosion protected type is preferred for its long 
lasting strength and integrity. These excavating, tieback 
installing, and temporary retaining steps are repeated 
sequentially in descending stages for the full height of 
the earthen mass. Levelling pads are then preferably 
poured or set in place to support the vertical weight of 
the panels. 

Next, a first row of facing panels is set in place, 
spaced from the front face of the excavation. The con 
nection system is then installed, with all the connections 
made on the back side of the panel. The space between 
the soldier piles and the panels is ?lled with a ?lling 
material, preferably stones, to permit proper drainage. 
Additional rows of panels are set, connected and back 
?lled until the wall is completed. It should be noted that 
some steps of installing the connection system may be 
completed before the panels are placed in position, as 
will be more thoroughly described below. 
The step of installing the connection system includes 

positioning threaded fastener 54 onto soldier piles 20 at 
the desired location for connecting panel 10 to soldier 
pile 20. It is in the selection of the position for fastener 
54 that the gross x~direction and y-direction adjust 
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ments are completed. A stud gun can be used to weld 
fasteners 54 onto the pile. Bracket 46 is bolted to the 
fasteners 54 using nuts 55. A second nut (not shown) 
may be used between the base portion of the bracket 
and the pile, i.e., behind the bracket, to adjust the posi 
tion of the bracket in the z-direction. Adjustment may 
be provided for the lack of “plumbness” of the pile or to 
angle the face of panel 10, in that, one of the fasteners of 
the base of the ?rst bracket may be ?xed at one distance 
and another of the fasteners of the base of the ?rst 
bracket may be ?xed at a second distance. If the length 
of fasteners 54 is insuf?cient to accommodate for the 
misalignment of the pile, an extension (not shown) may 
be coupled to fasteners 54 to increase their length, thus 
permitting compensation for greater misalignment. Al 
ternatively or additionally, a “standard” length con 
necting plate 44 may be replaced with a longer or 
shorter connecting plate. All welding may be com 
pleted prior to setting the panels in place. Vertically 
elongated slots 52 in the base portion 48 of bracket 46 
permit ?ne vertical adjustment of bracket 46 in the 
y-direction with respect to soldier pile 20. Furthermore, 
the horizontally elongated slot 56in stem portion 50 of 
bracket 46 permits ?ne adjustment in the x-direction of 
bracket 46 with respect to connecting plate 44. 

Bracket 32 may be secured to the rear face of panel 
10, if not ?xed in place during casting of panel 10. In 
stead of installing bracket 32 on panel 10 when the panel 
is cast, fasteners 38, in the form of threaded inserts, may 
be embedded in the concrete which would receive a 
threaded fastener. Bracket 32 would be provided with 
vertically elongated holes, comparable to holes 52 of 
bracket 46, and would be adjustably connected to fac 
ing panel 10 by the threaded fasteners in the same man 
ner that bracket 46 is adjustably connected to pile 20. 
This would provide an even greater tolerance for mis 
alignment and mispositioning of the driven soldier pile. 
Connecting plate 44 is bolted between stem portion 

36 of bracket 32 and stem portion 50 of bracket 46 by 
fastening bolts 43 and 58 through holes 60 in plate 44 
and slots 40 and 56, respectively. The horizontal posi 
tioning of plate 44, and hence panel 10 with respect to 
soldier pile 20, is adjustable within horizontal slots 40 
and 56. The interaction between the connecting plate 
and the horizontally elongated slots in the stems of the 
brackets permits ?ne adjustment in the horizontal x 
direction. Additionally, some adjustment in the x-direc 
tion may be obtained by rotating the connecting plate in 
the x-z plane about bolts 43 and 58. The ?nal tightening 
of the nuts 55 on fasteners 54 is preferably left until last, 
thus completing whatever adjustment in the z-direction 
is required. 
The preferred embodiment of the connection system 

of the present invention is shown in FIG. 4 in which the 
same reference numerals are used for like elements. This 
preferred form has increased strength, rigidity and ad 
justability over the simpli?ed form previously de 
scribed. As shown in FIG. 4, connection system 130 
includes ?rst bracket 132 having base portion 34 and 
two stem portions 136, coupled to the inside face of 
facing panel 10, that is, the face towards soldier pile 20. 
Base portion 34 is preferably attached by headed shear 
fasteners 138 at the time the panel is cast at the manufac 
turing plant. Three fasteners 138 are shown. Alterna 
tively, base portion 34 could be attached by fasteners 
which are threaded into appropriate inserts which are 
cast into panel 10. Each of the two stem portions 136 of 
bracket 132 preferably includes one horizontally elon 
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6 
gated slot 40 permitting adjustment in the x-direction. 
As shown in FIG. 4, bracket 132 base portion 34 and 
stem portions 136 assume a double-T formation. 
Bracket 132 could also assume a C-shaped channel con 
?guration in which the upper extension 34A and lower 
extension 34B of base 34 would be eliminated. The 
location of fasteners 138 would be adjusted if a C 
shaped channel bracket is used. 
Connection system 130 includes a second double 

T-shaped bracket 146, having base portion 48 and two 
stem portions 150. Bracket 146 also may alternatively 
assume a C-shaped channel con?guration, as described 
above. Base portion 48 preferably includes at least two 
vertically elongated slots 52, for connecting bracket 146 
to soldier pile 20 while permitting adjustment in the 
vertical or y-direction. Stem portions 150 preferably 
include at least one horizontally elongated slot 56 for 
providing further adjustment in the x-direction. 
Two connecting plates 144 interconnect bracket 132 

and bracket 146 and thus serve to connect facing panel 
10 to soldier pile 20. Connecting plates 144 include 
openings 160 to accommodate a threaded fastener. Of 
course, in a similar fashion to the embodiment of FIG. 
3, movement in the z-direction is also taken up by the 
location of bracket 146 on fastener 54 which are ?tted 
through elongated slots 52. As explained above, the 
length of connecting plates 144 may be varied to pro 
vide additional adjustability in the z-direction. The use 
of two connecting plates not only provides a stronger 
more rigid connection than the simpli?ed form of the 
invention shown in FIGS. 1-3, but also provides for 
greater adjustability. Using two connecting plates al~ 
lows for greater angular adjustment in the y-z plane, 
which provides more rigid positioning of panels and 
allows a wall to be built more than one panel high be 
fore back?lling. 
The installation of a support system with an adjust 

able connection system in accordance with this pre 
ferred embodiment is similar to the installation of the 
embodiment of FIG. 3. Of course, two connecting 
plates 144 are bolted between stern portions 136 of 
bracket 132 and stem portions 150 of bracket 146 by two 
sets of fastening bolts 143 and 148 through holes 160 in 
plates 144 and slots 40 and 56, respectively. Otherwise 
the installation steps are identical to those previously 
described. 
The foregoing detailed description is for illustrative 

purposes only. Modi?cations may be made, within the 
scope of the invention, as de?ned by the broad, general 
meaning of the terms in which the appended claims are 
expressed. For example, it is contemplated that the 
brackets could be of various shapes and sizes and are not 
limited to that shown and described. The brackets also 
could have several elongated slots on each stem thus 
permitting a single-bracket to connect several panels to 
a single soldier pile. 

I claim: 
1. A rigid connection system for adjustably connect 

ing facing panels to soldier piles so as to support the cut 
face of an excavation and to provide greater tolerance 
for misalignment of the soldier piles, said system com 
prising: 

a ?rst rigid bracket, said ?rst bracket coupled to the’ 
rear face of said facing panel; 

a second rigid bracket, said second bracket coupled 
to the front face of said soldier pile substantially 
opposite said ?rst bracket; 



4,913,594 
7 

at least one rigid connecting plate, said connecting 
plate being coupled between said ?rst bracket and 
said second bracket, and 

adjustment means provided by said ?rst bracket, said 
second bracket and said rigid connecting plate for 
providing three degrees of adjustment between 
said soldier pile and said facing panel. 

2. The connection system as recited in claim 1 
wherein said adjustment means comprises ?rst adjust 
ment means for adjusting the vertical and horizontal 
position of said second bracket with respect to the sol 
dier pile, second adjustment means for adjusting the 
horizontal position of said connecting plate with respect 
to both said ?rst bracket and said second bracket, and 
third adjustment means for accommodating the perpen 
dicular distance between said facing panel and said 
soldier piles. 

3. The connection system as recited in claim 2 
wherein said ?rst adjustment means comprises at least 
one threaded fastener selectively positionable vertically 
and horizontally on the soldier pile and at least one 
vertically oriented slot in said second bracket whereby 
said threaded fastener is selectively positionable and 
?xed within said vertically oriented slot to further verti 
cally ?x said second bracket with respect to the soldier 
pile. 

4. The connection system as recited in claim 3 
wherein said second adjustment means comprises at 
least one horizontally oriented slot in each of said ?rst 
and second brackets whereby said connecting plate is 
selectively positionable and ?xed to said brackets 
through said horizontally oriented slots to thereby hori 
zontally ?x the horizontal position of said connecting 
plate with respect to each of said brackets. 

5. The connection system recited in claim 4 wherein 
said third adjustment means comprises fastening means 
for selectively positioning said second bracket on said 
threaded fasteners whereby said second bracket can be 
selectively spaced from the soldier pile. ‘ 

6. The connection system recited in claim 4 wherein 
said third adjustment means comprises connecting 
plates of varying lengths. 

7. The connection system as recited in claims 5 or 6 
wherein said second bracket is T-shaped having a base 
portion and a stem portion substantially perpendicular 
to said base portion, said base portion of said second 
bracket adapted to be positioned adjacent the soldier 
pile, said vertically oriented slot being in said base por 
tion and said horizontally oriented slot being in said 
stem portion, and wherein said ?rst bracket is T-shaped 
having a base portion and a stem portion substantially 
perpendicular to said base portion, said base portion of 
said ?rst bracket adapted to be positioned adjacent the 
panel, said horizontally oriented slot being in said stem 
portion. 

8. The connection system as recited in claims 5 or 6 
wherein said ?rst bracket has a base portion and two 
stern portions substantially perpendicular to said base 
portion, said base portion of said ?rst bracket adapted to 
be positioned adjacent and ?xed to the facing panel, and 
wherein said second bracket has a base portion and two 
stem portions substantially perpendicular to said base 
portion, said base portion of said second bracket 
adapted to be positioned adjacent and ?xed to the sol 
dier pile. 

9. A method of connecting facing panels to soldier 
beams in a wall retaining an excavated earthen mass 
comprising the steps of: 
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8 
installing a plurality of laterally spaced soldier piles in 

the earth along a predetermined position of the 
wall to the constructed; 

excavating earth adjacent to said soldier piles to a 
desired depth thus creating a cut face; 

setting facing panels having a ?rst rigid bracket ?xed 
to the rear side of the facing panels in place to form 
a wall spaced from said cut face; 

adjustably ?xing a plurality of second rigid brackets 
to the front side of the soldier piles so that said 
second brackets are selectively positionable in 
three degrees of freedom with respect to the sol 
dier pile and said second brackets are positioned 
substantially opposite the ?rst brackets; and 

adjustably ?xing a rigid connecting plate between 
each of said ?rst and second brackets to thereby 
adjustably connect each of said panels to a soldier 
pile while allowing three degrees of freedom of 
adjustment between the soldier pile and facing 
panels to provide greater tolerance for misalign 
merit. 

10. The method as recited in claim 9 wherein the step 
of ?xing the second bracket to the soldier pile com 
prises: 

determining the desired position of said second 
bracket on the soldier pile, ?xing fasteners to the 
soldier pile at the determined position, providing 
?rst adjustment slots in said second bracket, ?xing 
said second bracket on the soldier pile by selec 
tively positioning said second bracket on the fas 
teners extending through the ?rst adjustment slots 
and by selectively placing said second bracket at 
the desired position along the length of the fas 
tener. 

11. The method as recited in claim 10 wherein said 
?rst and second brackets comprise second adjustment 
slots and wherein the step of ?xing said connecting 
plate between said brackets comprises selectively posi 
tioning and ?xing said connecting plate within said 
second adjustment slots. 

12. A rigid connection system for adjustably connect 
ing facing panels to soldier piles so as to support the cut 
face of an excavation and to provide greater tolerance 
for misalignment between the soldier pile and facing 
panel, ease of construction, and improved strength, said 
system comprising: 

a ?rst rigid bracket having a base portion and two 
stem portions substantially perpendicular to said 
base portion, said base portion adapted to be posi' 
tioned and ?xed to the rear side of the facing panel; 

a second rigid bracket having a base portion and two 
stem portions substantially perpendicular to said 
base portion, said base portion adapted to be posi 
tioned and ?xed to the front side of the soldier pile 
substantially opposite said ?rst brackets; 

rigid'connecting means for coupling said ?rst bracket 
and said second bracket; and 

adjustment means for providing for three degrees of 
adjustment between said soldier pile and said fac 
ing panel. 

13. The connecting system as recited in claim 12 
wherein said adjustment means comprises: 

?rst adjustment means for adjusting the vertical and 
horizontal position of said second bracket with 
respect to said soldier pile, second adjustment 
means for adjusting the horizontal position of said 
connecting means with respect to both said ?rst 
bracket and said second bracket, and third adjust 



9 
ment means for accommodating the perpendicular 
distance between said facing panels and said soldier 
piles. 

14. The connection system as recited in claim 13 
wherein said ?rst adjustment means comprises at least 
one fastener selectively positionable vertically and hori 
zontally on the soldier pile and at least one vertically 
oriented slot in said second bracket whereby said fas 
tener is selectively positioned and ?xed within said 
vertically oriented slots to further vertically ?x said 
second bracket with respect to the soldier pile. 

15. The connection system as recited in claim 14 
wherein said second adjustment means comprises at 
least one horizontally oriented slot in each stem of said 
?rst and second brackets whereby said connecting 
plates are selectively positioned and ?xed to said brack 
ets through said horizontally oriented slots to thereby 
horizontally ?x the horizontal position of said connect 
ing plates with respect to each of said brackets. 
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10 
16. The connection system as recited in claim 15 

wherein said third adjustment means comprises fasten 
ing means for selectively positioning said second 
bracket on said fasteners whereby said second bracket 
can be selectively spaced from the soldier pile. 

17. The connection system as recited in claim 15 
wherein said connecting means are connecting plates 
and wherein said third adjustment means comprises 
connecting plates of varying lengths. 

18. The connection system as recited in claim 12 
wherein said connection means comprises connecting 
plates fastened between the stem portions of said ?rst 
and second brackets. 

19. The connection system as recited in claim 18 
wherein the perpendicular distance between each of 
said stem portions of said ?rst and second brackets may 
be varied individually thereby providing angular adjust 
ment between the facing panel and soldier pile. 
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