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SELF CENTERING FEMORAL DRILL JIG 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates generally to surgical 

apparatus and, more particularly, to a hand held drill jig 
intended for use during surgery to locate and maintain a 
central axis through a femoral head and an associated 
femoral neck enabling a blind bore to be drilled into the 
femoral head oriented to the central axis. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
There are instances which hip surgery does not re 

quire complete replacement of a femoral head. Instead, 
it is a relatively common procedure to somewhat re 
shape the femoral head, then attach a shell prosthesis 
covering the reshaped natural head. In some instances 
the shell prosthesis has a downwardly projecting pin so 
as to locate and hold the shell in proper position. Such 
a situation is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,246,895. In 
some other instances, as disclosed in US. Pat. No. 
4,224,699, there is no downwardly projecting pin inte 
gral with the shell, but rather an appropriate screw 
which is used to ?xedly mount the shell into position. 

In either instance, it is necessary, or at'least desirable, 
to provide a bore to receive the downwardly extending 
pin or screw. For this purpose, it has been common 
practice for the surgeon to drill into the femoral head 
from a superior position while ?rmly gripping the 
femur in one hand and operating an electric drill motor 
with the other hand without guides of any nature to aid 
him in the process. Thus, the axis of the resulting bore 
would be randomly disposed, as determined visually by 
the surgeon and further as determined by the steadiness 
with which he could manually maintain the relative 
positioning between the bone on one hand and the drill 
motor and its associated drill bit in the other hand. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It was in an attempt to alleviate this situation and the 

inaccuracies resulting from such a manual drilling pro 
cess that the present invention was conceived and has 
now been reduced to practice. To this end, a hand-held 
drill jig is provided to locate and maintain a central axis. 
The drill jig is utilized to locate and maintain an orienta 
tion relative to a central axis through a head and associ 
ated neck of a femur enabling a blind hole to be drilled 
into the femoral head oriented to the central axis. The 
drill jig is adjustable to accommodate a broad range of 
sizes of femurs and can be readily attached to, then 
removed from, the femur. A positioning mechanism is 
provided to ?rmly engage both the outer peripheral 
surface of the femoral head and the femoral neck. This 
operation renders immobile relative to the femur an 
associated drill bushing and orients its longitudinal axis 
with the central axis. A drill bit is then capable of being 
guided through the drill bushing and into cutting en 
gagement with the femoral head. 

Features and bene?ts of the invention include it small, 
compact size and light weight which enable it to be used 
by a surgeon during the reconstruction procedure. It is 
easily operable and can be readily attached to a femur 
for the drilling operation and, when the operation has 
been completed, just as readily detached from the fe 
mur. Additionally, the drill jig of the invention is of 
simpli?ed construction utilizing a minimum of parts 
thereby resulting in a relatively low initial cost and a 
low cost of maintenance can be similarly anticipated. 
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2 
Being constructed primarily of stainless steel and alumi 
num components and by reason of its small size, the drill 
jig of the invention is easily autoclavable which is a 
necessary attribute of any surgical instrument. 
Other and further features, objects, advantages, and 

bene?ts of the invention will become apparent from the 
following description taken in conjunction with the 
following drawings. It is to be understood that both the 
foregoing general description and the following detail 
description are exemplary and explanatory but are not 
restrictive of the invention. The accompanying draw 
ings, which are incorporated in and constitute a part of 
this invention, illustrate one embodiment of the inven 
tion and, together with the description, serve to explain 
the principles of the invention in general terms. 
Throughout the disclosure, like numerals refer to like 
parts. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a drill jig 
embodying the invention in actual use; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevation view of the drill jig de 

picted in FIG. 1 and illustrating one orientation of cer 
tain components therein; 
FIG. 3 is a front elevation view, similar to FIG. 2, 

certain parts being cut away and shown in section, illus 
trating another orientation of certain components 
therein; 
FIG. 4 is a side elevation view of the drill jig of the 

invention illustrated in FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is a detail perspective view showing one ori 

entation of a component of the drill jig; 
FIG. 6 is a detail perspective view showing another 

orientation of the component illustrated in FIG. 5 and 
its relationship with another component of the drill jig; 
FIG. 7 is a detail perspective view of yet another 

component of the drill jig; and 
FIG. 8 is a detail perspective view of still another 

component of the drill jig. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Turn now to the drawings and initially to FIGS. 1-4 
which illustrates a hand-held drill jig 20 embodying the 
invention in ?rm engagement with a femur 22 intended 
to be operated upon. As will subsequently be more 
clearly described, the drill jig 20 is in ?rm engagement 
with the femur 22 at spaced locations, namely with the 
outer peripheral surface of the femoral head 24 and with 
the outer peripheral surface of the neck 26. An elon 
gated guide bushing 28 of the drill jig 20 has a longitudi 
nal axis 30 (FIG. 3) which is thereby oriented with a 
central axis of the femur extending through the head 24 
and the neck 26. With this orientation of parts and com 
ponents, a drill bit 32 is slidingly received in an internal 
longitudinal bore 34 (FIG. 3) of the guide bushing 28. 
The drill bit 32 is releasably ?xed to a chuck 36 of an 
associated drill motor 38. The surgeon operates the drill 
motor 38 and in so doing advances the drill bit 32 
through the guide bushing 28 toward and into cutting 
engagement with the femoral head 24. 

In this manner, an accurately sized and positioned 
drill hole 40 is formed in the femur 22 in a more rapid 
and accurate manner than has previously been known. 
A detailed description of the drill jig 20 which achieves 
this desirable result will now be presented. 
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With continuing reference to FIGS. 1-4, it is seen 
that the drill bushing 28 is externally threaded for most 
of its length, speci?cally, from a proximal end 42 to an 
integral collar 44 which extends the remaining distance 
to a distal end 46 of the drill bushing. 

It was previously explained that the drill jig 20 is 
engageable with the femur 22 at spaced locations to 
enable the longitudinal axis of the drill bushing 28 to be 
oriented to the central axis through the head 24 and the 
neck 26. A positioning structure 48 will now be de 
scribed which achieves this desirable result. This posi 
tioning structure 48 includes both a head cone 50 
(FIGS. 5 and 6) for engageably receiving the femoral 
head 24 and a pair of opposed gripper members 52 for 
mutually, and ?rmly, engaging the outer peripheral 
surface of the femoral neck 26. 
The head cone 50 is fittingly received on the collar 44 

or ?xed thereto in some other suitable fashion. In any 
event, it is seen to include a plurality of legs 54 and 56 
extending away from the distal end 46 of the drill bush 
ing 28 at circumferentially spaced locations and also 
extending away from the longitudinal axis 30. As seen 
particularly well in FIGS. 5 and 6, the legs 54 and 56 are 
not arranged at equally spaced circumferential locations 
around the collar 44. Rather, as illustrated, the pair of 
legs 54 is positioned relatively close together so as to 
define a slot 58 therebetween. A ring segment 60 inte 
grally joins the extreme ends of each pair of legs 54 and 
56 distant from the collar 44 so as to add strength and 
stability to the legs. However, there is no similar ring 
segment joining the tip ends of the legs 56, 56in regions 
diametrically opposed to the slot 58. This de?ciency 
serves to provide a desired entry into a cavity 62 de 
?ned by the head cone 50 for reception and eventual 
engagement of the femoral head 24. This construction 
will be more completely described below. 
The positioning structure 48 also includes a cross 

beam 64 which has a central clearance hole 66 enabling 
it to be slidably received on the drill bushing 28 for 
movement generally between the proximal end 42 and 
the distal end 46. The cross beam 64 lies generally in a 
plane which is perpendicular to the longitudinal axis 30 
and at its opposite ends distant from the drill bushing 28 
serves to pivotally mount a pair of operating arms 68 for 
movement in the plane of the axis 30.. Proximal ends 70 
of the operating arms 68 are turned inwardly in the 
direction of the drill bushing 28~to the extremities of 
which are ?xed, in a suitable manner, cam followers 72. 
An internally threaded sleeve 74 is threadedly en 

gaged with the drill bushing 28. An operating knob 76 
which may have an outer peripheral knurled surface 78 
is integral with the sleeve 74. Thus, when the operating 
knob 76 is rotated in one direction about the axis 30, it 
causes the sleeve 74 to advance in the direction of the 
distal end 46 (FIG. 3) and, conversely, when it is ro 
tated in the opposite direction it causes the sleeve to 
advance toward the proximal end 42. As seen especially 
well in FIGS. 1-3, an outer peripheral surface 80 is 
positioned to engageably receive the cam followers 72 
and is contoured to assure a desired motion of compo 
nents of the drill jig 20 as will be described. 
The gripper members 52, previously mentioned, are 

suitably mounted to in-turned far ends 82 of the operat 
ing arms 68. The gripper members 52 may have v 
shaped surfaces 84 (FIG. 8) for clamping engagement 
with the femoral neck 26. Preferably, each gripper 
member 52 is mounted on a stub shaft 86 which permits 
rotation about an axis generally transverse to the longi 
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4 
tudinal axis 30. However, preferably, the extent of rota 
tion of the gripper members is limited by means of stop 
surfaces 88 de?ned by an outwardly projecting shoul 
der 90, that is, projecting in the direction of the longitu 
dinal axis 30. In a typical construction, the stop surfaces 
88 may permit rotation through an arc of approximately 
60 degrees as indicated by reference manual 92 in FIG. 
8. In this manner, the v-surfaces 84 of the gripper mem 
bers 52 can be assured an optimal orientation for grip 
ping engagement with the femoral neck 26. 
The operation of the drill jig 20 will now be described 

with particular reference to FIGS. 1 to 3. 
In the course of the surgical procedure, the femoral 

head 24 will have been withdrawn from the acetabulum 
(not shown) to a suf?cient extent to enable the drill jig 
20 to be mounted on the femur 22. For this purpose, the 
head cone 50 is rotated about the axis 30 so as to orient 
its broad opening as de?ned between the legs 56 so as to 
be generally coextensive with the operating arms 68 
(See FIG. 2). At this stage of the procedure, the sleeve 
74 is moved to a location adjacent the proximal end 42 
of the drill bushing 28 and the cross beam 64 is moved 
along the drill bushing to a position proximate to the 
sleeve 74 so as to enable the widest possible opening 
between the gripper members 52. Thereupon, the drill 
jig 20 is moved relative to the femur 22 so as to cause 
entry of the femoral head 24 into the cavity 62 de?ned 
by the head cone 50. 

Thereupon, as seen in FIG. 3, the head cone 50 is 
rotated approximately 90° about the axis 30 until the slot 
58 is aligned with one of the operating arms 68, the 
thickness of the operating arms being slightly less than 
the width of the slot 58. The surgeon then moves the 
head cone 50 into engagement with the outer peripheral 
surface of the femoral head 24 and, simultaneously, 
positions the gripper members 52 so that they are gener 
ally coextensive with the femoral neck 26. In order to 
permit the swinging motion of the operating arms 68 so 
that the gripper members 52 move toward one another, 
it is necessary to advance the sleeve 74 toward the distal 
end 46 by means of the knob 76. Thereupon, with the 
v-surfaces 84 of the gripper members 52 manually held 
in gripping engagement with the femoral neck 26, the 
knob 76 is then rotated in an opposite direction to cause 
movement of the sleeve 74 once again in the direction of 
the proximal end 42. Thereupon, the cam followers 72 
will engage the outer peripheral surface 80 of the sleeve 
74 and by reason of the shape thereof, with continued 
movement of the sleeve 74 toward the proximal end 42, 
the v-surfaces 84 become ever more grippingly engaged 
with the femoral neck 26. The knob 76 continues to be 
rotated until the drill jig 20 is rendered immobile rela 
tive to the femur 22. 

In this condition, the head cone 50 is tightly clamped 
onto the outer peripheral surface of the femoral head 24 
and the gripper members 52 are tightly clamped into 
engagement with the femoral neck 26. By thus ?rmly 
holding the femur 22 at a pair of spaced locations along 
its length, the longitudinal axis 30 of the drill bushing 28 
is thereby oriented relative to a central axis extending 
through the head 24 and through the neck on 26. In this 
manner, a proper orientation between the drill jig 20 
and the femur 22 will have been achieved enabling the 
drilling operation to commence. Thereupon, the drill 
bit 32 is inserted into the bore 34 at the proximal end 42 
of the drill bushing 28. 
The drill motor 38 is then operable to rotate the drill 

bit 32, moving the drill bit along the coincident central 
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and longitudinal axes toward and into cutting engage 
ment with the femoral head. When the drill hole 40 has 
been thus formed to the desired depth, the drill motor 
38 with the drill bit 32 attached is withdrawn from the 
drill jig. The drill jig itself is then removed from the 
femur by reversing the attachment operation which was 
previously described. 
While a preferred embodiment of the invention has 

been disclosed in detail, it should be understood by 
those skilled in the art that various modi?cations may be 
made to the illustrated embodiment without departing 
from the scope as described in the speci?cation and 
de?ned in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A hand-held drill jig for locating and maintaining a 

central axis through a head and an associated neck of a 
femur enabling a drill hole to be formed in the femoral 
head oriented to said central axis comprising: 

guide means having a bore with a longitudinal axis for 
guiding movement from a superior position of a 
drill bit oriented to said central axis toward and 
into cutting engagement with the femoral head; 
and 

positioning means engageable with the femur at 
spaced locations for rendering said guide means 
immobile relative to the femur and for aligning the 
longitudinal axis of said guide means relative to 
said central axis, said positioning means including: 

head positioning means mounted on said guide means 
engageable at spaced locations with the outer pe 
ripheral surface of the femoral head; and 

neck positioning means mounted on said guide means 
engageable at spaced locations with the outer pe 
ripheral surface of the femoral neck; 

said head and said neck positioning means jointly 
causing said longitudinal axis to be oriented with 
said central axis when said head positioning means 
is engaged with the outer peripheral surface of the 
femoral head and when said neck positioning 
means is engaged with the outer peripheral surface 
of the femoral neck. 

2. A hand-held drill jig as set forth in claim 1 includ 
mg: 

operating means for selectively moving said head 
positioning means into engagement with the outer 
peripheral surface of the femoral head and for se 
lectively moving said neck positioning means into 
engagement with the outer peripheral surface of 
the femoral neck. 

3. A hand-held drill jig as set forth in claim 2 
wherein said guide means includes: 
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6 
an elongated drill bushing having a longitudinal bore 

therethrough and extending between a proximal 
end and a distal end; 

wherein said head positioning means includes: 
a head cone ?xed to said distal end of said drill bush 

ing disposed to engageably receive the femoral 
head therein; 

wherein said neck positioning means includes: 
a cross beam extending transversely of the longitudi 

nal axis of said drill bushing and slidably received 
thereon for movement between said proximal and 
said distal ends; 

a pair of operating arms extending generally parallel 
to said drill bushing between near and far ends, 
respectively, and being pivotally mounted interme 
diate said near and far ends to said cross beam at 
respectively equal distances in opposite directions 
from said drill bushing; and 

opposed gripper members mounted to said far ends of 
said operating arms for mutually ?rmly engaging 
the outer peripheral surface of the femoral neck. 

4. A hand-held drill jig as set forth in claim 3 
wherein said drill bushing is externally threaded; 
wherein said operating means includes: 
an internally threaded sleeve threadedly engaged 

with said drill bushing and movable thereon be 
tween said proximal and distal ends; 

an outer contoured cam surface on said sleeve; and 
a knob having an external gripping surface for rotat 

ing said sleeve and thereby moving said cam sur 
face between said proximal and distal ends of said 
drill bushing; and 

wherein said neck positioning means includes: 
a cam follower on said near end of each of said oper 

ating arms engageable with said cam surfaces; 
whereby movement of said sleeve toward said distal 

end of said drill bushing releases said gripper mem 
bers from engagement with the outer peripheral 
surface of the femoral neck and movement of said 
sleeve toward said proximal end of said drill bush 
ing moves said gripper members toward ?rm en 
gagement with the outer peripheral surface of the 
femoral neck. 

5. A hand-held drill jig as set forth in claim 3 
wherein said head cone includes: 
a plurality of legs extending away from said distal end 

of said drill bushing at circumferentially spaced 
locations and away from the longitudinal axis of 
said drill bushing, said legs having inner surfaces 
generally facing the longitudinal axis, and collec 
tively de?ning a cavity for engageably receiving 
the femoral head therein. 

* t * * * 


