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[57] ABSTRACT 
A method of annealing a wafer in a rapid thermal an 
nealer is disclosed. The walls of the chamber are heated 
more rapidly than is the wafer. In a preferred embodi 
ment, the interior of the graphite walls of the annealer is 
lined with a molybdenum sheet which is open toward 
the lamps that heat the chamber. Thus, the walls heat 
very rapidly to a temperature greater than the conden 
sation point of arsenic, preventing arsenic condensation 
on the walls. Effective annealing can be achieved at 
-wall temperatures in the range of 500° to 600° C. Prior 
to the heat ramp up, an arsenic atmosphere, preferably 
trimethylarsenic (TMAs) at an appropriate overpres 
sure is introduced. This overpressure is maintained both 
during the heating and cooling cycle. By the use of this 
method, the exposure time for annealing can be reduced 
from prior times of as much as 20 minutes to as little as 
10 seconds. 

9 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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RAPID THERMAL ANNEALING OF GALLIUM 
ARSENIDE WITH TRIMETHYI. ARSENIC 

OVERPRESSURE 

This invention was made with Government support 
under Contract DAAG29-85-K-0237 awarded by the 
US. Army Research Of?ce. The Government has cer 
tain rights in this invention. 

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 101,462 
?led Sept. 28, 1987 now' abandoned. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention is related to processing of gallium 
arsenide (Ga/As) wafers, and more particularly to the 
annealing of implanted Ga/ As wafers. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The annealing of ion implanted Ga/As has received 
much study because of its practical importance for ?eld 
effect transistor (FET) fabrication. The source, drain an 
channel of an FET are all generally formed by ion 
implantation. These implants must then be activated by 
annealing. In the course of annealing these implants, 
preferential As evaporation from the surface must be 
avoided. This is normally done either by providing an 
arsenic overpressure in a hot wall furnace for an ex 
tended time (typically about 20 minutes), or with a 
deposited encapsulant or proximity cap. By proximity 
capping is meant placing an additional silicon or Ga/As 
wafer face to face against the sample being annealed to 
reduce the arsenic evaporation. For practical reasons, 
none of these methods are entirely satisfactory in a large 
scale manufacturing environment. Arsenic furnaces 
involve long thermal exposure, and use large quantities 
of arsine. Use of deposited encapsulants (such as Si3N4 
or SiO2) or proximity caps stresses the surface of the 
Ga/As wafer, and tends to cause cracks. Surface deteri 
oration also increases. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an objective of this invention to pro 
vide a method of thermal annealing of ion implanted 
Ga/As. 
More speci?cally, an objective herein is to provide an 

annealing method which avoids the problems of stress 
ing, cracking and surface deterioration associated with 
present methods. 
Another objective herein is to provide a method of 

thermal annealing that reduces the thermal exposure of 
the wafer. 
These and other objectives are achieved in a method 

wherein the wafer is annealed in a rapid thermal an 
nealer which, by de?nition, is capable of very rapid 
changes in temperature from the starting temperature of 
0° C. to an annealing temperature of as much as 900° C. 
Past efforts to use the rapid thermal annealer for Ga/As 
annealing in an As ambient have met with considerable 
problems because the arsenic tends to condense on the 
walls of the annealing chamber. Therefore, according 
to the present method, the walls of the chamber are 
heated more rapidly than the is wafer. In a preferred 
embodiment, the interior of the graphite walls of the 
annealer are lined with a molybdenum sheet which is 
open toward the lamps that heat the chamber. Thus, the 
walls heat very rapidly to a temperature greater than 
the condensation point of arsenic, preventing arsenic 
condensation on the walls. Effective annealing can be 
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2 
achieved at wall temperatures in the range of 500° to 
600° C. Prior to the heat ramp up, an arsenic atmo 
sphere, preferably trimethylarsenic (TMAs) at an ap 
propriate overpressure is introduced. This overpressure 
is maintained both during the heating and cooling cycle. 
It has been found that by the use of this method, the 
exposure time for annealing can be reduced from prior 
times of as much as 20 minutes to as little as 10 seconds. 

It has further been found that the surface morphology 
of the Ga/As wafer is better preserved by this method 
than when an encapsulant or proximity cap touches the 
Ga/ As surface. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other features and advantages of this invention will 
become apparent to a person of skill in the art who 
studies this disclosure wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of the rapid thermal 

annealing chamber used in this invention; 
FIG. 2 illustrates the overpressure necessary to avoid 

arsenic dissociation; 
FIG. 3 illustrates activation ef?ciency versus anneal 

ing time for anneals conducted according to the method 
disclosed herein; 
FIG. 4 illustrates activation efficiency versus anneal 

ing temperature for IO-second duration anneals, com 
paring TMAs ambients to Si proximity caps; 
FIG. 5 is an Auger sputtering pro?le for a sample 

annealed in TMAs for 10 seconds at 830° C.; and 
FIG. 6 is a Rutherford back scattering (RBS) spectra 

for four different samples, illustrating the shift in posi 
tion of the surface edge depending on the annealing 
conditions imposed. 

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

A schematic drawing of an annealing chamber useful 
for rapid thermal annealing of Ga/As wafers and as 
modi?ed to implement the process of this invention is 
shown in FIG. 1. The annealer comprises a quartz 
chamber 12 having a graphite susceptor 14 for support 
ing a Ga/As wafer. The chamber 12 is heated by a 
plurality of quartz halogen lamps 16 which, in this view, 
are shown below the chamber facing up into the cham 
her. A thermocouple 18 is provided so that a tempera 
ture feedback signal 20 can be derived to monitor the 
temperature of the wafer. A gas inlet 22 is provided on 
one side of the chamber 12 for introducing TMAs into 
the chamber 12. An exhaust 24 is also provided for the 
flowing TMAs and H2 carrier gas. 
The design of the annealer in FIG. 1 has been modi 

?ed to meet the problem of maintaining an arsenic over 
pressure in a nominally cold wall reactor. That is, typi 
cally, the problem with trying to maintain arsenic over 
pressure in such a rapid thermal annealer chamber is 
that the arsenic tends to condense on the walls of the 
chamber. To avoid this problem, a very thin (2 mil) 
molybdenum sheet 26, rolled into a semi-cylinder, is 
inserted inside the quartz tube that is open at the bottom 
toward the tungsten halogen lamps 16. This sheet 26 is 
heated at a rate faster than the wafer is heated to a 
temperature greater than the condensation of the ar 
senic, preferably to a temperature of 500° to 600° C. To 
prevent arsenic depletion near the wafer, the sheet 
reaches its temperature about ?ve seconds after the 
lamps 16 are switched on. In order to facilitate a fast rise 
time of the sheet temperature, a re?ector 28 is provided 
outside the graphite chamber which tends to re?ect the 
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heat from the halogen lamps toward the rear side of the 
molybdenum sheet. In the absence of this rapidly heat 
ing sheet wall, the arsenic condenses on the quartz walls 
and reduces the effective arsenic overpressure. The 
molybdenum sheet is in effect a rapid thermal wall. 
Although molybdenum is the preferred material in this 
exemplary embodiment, other materials may be used for 
this rapid heating effect. 
The wafers are supported on a thin graphite sus 

ceptor, although in larger scale manufacturing pro 
cesses, a standard wafer support may be used. A l/64" 
diameter stainless steel sheathed thermocouple 18 is 
inserted in the susceptor 14 for closed loop temperature 
control. 
The quartz halogen lamps 16 provide a temperature 

rise time at the wafer to its annealing temperature of 
800° to 900° C. in about 10 seconds. After the annealing 
cycle of about 10 seconds, the tube 12 is cooled with a 
high flow of compressed air switched on at the end of 
the cycle. The temperature fall time is therefore also on 
the order of about 10 seconds. 
The importance of a rapidly heated thermal wall to 

maintain the required arsenic overpressure is signi? 
cant. At a typical annealing temperature of 800° to 900° 
C., the temperature gradient from the wafer to a normal 
annealer thermal quartz wall is very steep, enhancing 
the diffusion of arsenic away from the wafer. In addi 
tion, a higher arsenic pressure is needed at 800° to 900° 
C. to prevent Ga/ As surface decomposition. Therefore, 
the walls have been biased in this method to about 600° 
C., using the molybdenum sheet to overcome these 
problems. 
To determine the appropriate arsenic pressure to 

prevent Ga/As decomposition, reference is made to 
FIG. 2, which gives the vapor pressure of arsenic over 
Ga/As as a function of temperature. At 900° C., this is 
about 0.04 torr. To prevent dissociation, one must there 
fore provide an arsenic overpressure much greater than 
this; a factor of 100 is probably suitable. 

In a further modi?cation from known methods, ar 
senic is provided by creating the overpressure with 
TMAs. TMAs was selected because it is less toxic and 
easier to handle than arsine. In this annealing applica 
tion, the additional methyl groups from TMAs do not 
create any signi?cant disadvantage. Further, this rapid 
thermal annealer of this invention using the disclosed 
method is cleaner than an arsine furnace, because 
TMAs only decomposes while the susceptor is hot. 
Because in the present method the annealing time is 
very short, comparatively little arsenic dust is gener 
ated. Using TMAs, a partial pressure of 2 torr was 
found to be adequate to protect the Ga/ As surface up to 
850° C.; for annealing at higher temperature, a pressure 
of 4 torr is preferable. 

Referring next to FIG. 3, the results indicate the 
effect of annealing time using the rapid thermal annealer 
on implant activation ef?ciency. The activation ef? 
ciency was derived using Hall effect measurements in 
the Van der Pauw con?guration to determine the sheet 
carrier concentration, then dividing this number by the 
implant dose. For temperatures greater than 830° C., 
anneal time has little effect on activation. Therefore, it 
can be seen that a 10 second anneal is just as effective as 
a much longer one for implant activation. This suggests 
that signi?cantly shorter annealing times are available 
using the method of this invention. 

Referring to FIG. 4, this FIG. demonstrates the acti 
vation efficiency as a function of temperature, for a Si 
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implant dose of 1013 cm-Z, comparing the TMAs ambi 
ent of this invention to Si proximity caps used in prior 
art. Other experiments have been carried out using 
doses ranging from to 1013 to 1015 cm“? In almost all 
cases, the highest activation efficiency was obtained 
with TMAs overpressure. It can also be seen from FIG. 
4 that the improvement afforded by TMAs increases at 
higher annealing temperatures. In a further bene?t of 
this method, secondary ion mass spectroscopy (SIMS) 
depth pro?ling veri?ed that no Si diffusion occurred for 
10 second anneals at 900° C. in TMAs or with Si prox 
imity caps. Although results are not shown here, further 
experiments indicated that higher activation levels were 
also achieved with TMAs ambient over an unencapsu 
lated wafer than with an Si3N4 encapsulated wafer an 
nealed in H2 only. 

In another bene?t herein, the Ga/As surface for an 
neals using only TMAs overpressure remained feature 
less for all anneal conditions. In contrast, visible blister 
ing of nitride encapsulation over a wafer was observed 
for lO'second anneals at 900° C. and above. After re 
moving the nitride, damage to the Ga/As surface of 
these samples was also observed. Surface damage was 
occasionally observed even for lower temperature sam 
ples which did not blister, although other laboratories 
have apparently had somewhat better results with ni 
tride encapsulation. However, experiments do appear to 
indicate that the nitride encapsulation process must be 
individually optimized. Surfaces protected by Si prox 
imity cap alone without TMAs began showing signs of 
localized pitting for 10 second anneals at 925° C. The 
surface degradation was visible by eye for 10 second 
anneals at 950° C. 

Thus, TMAs overpressure is much more effective 
that proximity capping at preventing growth surface 
decomposition at high temperature annealing. The table 
below indicates that in the comparison of two different 
annealed samples, one using TMAs overpressure and 
the other Si proximity capping, while both annealing 
conditions did generate some surface deterioration, the 
TMAs annealed surface is slightly better in terms hav 
ing gained less oxygen and loss and having lost less 
arsenic. This is also demonstrated in the Auger pro?le 
of a TMAs annealed sample shown in FIG. 5. 

As lost from bulk to 
O gained in ambient or into 

annealing surface oxide surface oxide 
sample conditions (1015 atoms/cmz) (l0ls atoms/cm2) 

l as implanted 05.1 2.5 
unannealed 

3491 10 sec @ 12.1 7.8 
830° C. 
TMAs 

3431 10 sec @ 15.7 8.7 
830° C. 

Si prox. cap 

Finally, FIG. 6 is a set of Rutherford back-scattering 
spectra for four different samples. The interesting por 
tions of the spectra are the right-hand edges which fall 

' at slightly different channel numbers, depending on the 

65 

anneal condition. A higher channel number indicates a 
more massive element at the surface. Not unexpectedly, 
the TMAs annealed sample has highest arsenic concen 
tration at the Ga/As surface. The difference is small, 
but variations of 3 or 4 in the RBS channel number are 
usually signi?cant. 
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In summary, this inventive method provides a TMAs 
ambient rapid thermal annealer that maintains an As 
overpressure in a rapidly heated wall reactor. Using this 
method, short anneals in arsenic appear to be as effec 
tive as long ones for activating implants, so that the 
added thermal exposure of an arsine furnace may be 
unnecessary. The TMAs ambient also appears highly 
bene?cial in increasing activation of Si implants, yield 
ing less surface decomposition than proximity capping. 

Alternatives to the speci?c embodiment of this inven 
' tion may become apparent to a person of skill in the art 
who studies this invention disclosure. GaAs can be 
implanted with dopants other than Si for device fabrica 
tion. The tests herein were run only on Si, but the an 
nealing method may well enhance activation of other 
dopants as well. Also, GaAs is one of several III/V 
compound semiconductors used for device fabrication. 
Although the tests herein studied only GaAs, the an 
nealing method may well work for other such semicon 
ductors, e.g., phosphorous overpressure for GaP or 
InP. 

Therefore, the scope of this invention is to be limited 
only by the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of rapid thermal annealing of a silicon 

implanted Ga/As wafer comprising the steps of 
locating and supporting the Ga/As wafer within an 

annealing chamber, 
introducing arsenic from a gas source into said fur 
nace in the region surrounding wafer, 

heating the walls of said annealing chamber more 
rapidly than said wafer to create a wall tempera 
ture higher than the condensation point of said 
arsenic, preventing arsenic condensation on the 
walls, 

annealing said wafer in said arsenic atmosphere to 
achieve a high activation efficiency. 

2. A method as in claim 1 wherein said annealing step 
is carried out for about 10 seconds. 

3. A method as in claim 1 wherein said arsenic is 
introduced by ?owing trirnethylarsenic at appropriate 
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6 
overpressure into said chamber prior to said heating 
step. 

4. A method as in claim 1 wherein the walls of the 
chamber are heated to about 500° to 600° C. during said 
annealing step. 

5. A method as in claim 1 wherein the rise time for 
heating the walls of said chamber to 500° to 600° C. is 
about 10 seconds or less. 

6. A method of rapid thermal annealing of Si im 
planted Ga/As wafer comprising the steps of 

locating and supporting the Ga/As wafer within an 
annealing chamber, 

introducing arsenic into said ‘furnace by ?owing tri 
methylarsenic at overpressure into said furnace, 

heating the walls of said chamber more rapidly than 
said wafer is heated to about 500° to 600° C. to 
create a wall temperature higher than the conden 
sation point of said arsenic, preventing arsenic con 
densation on the walls, 

annealing said wafer in said arsenic atmosphere for 
about 10 seconds to achieve a high activation effi 
ciency. 

7. A method as in claim 6 wherein the walls of the 
chamber are heated to about 500° to 600° C. during said 
annealing step. 

8. A method as in claim 6 wherein said wall is molyb 
denum. 

9. A method of rapid thermal annealing of a silicon 
implanted GaD or InP wafer comprising the steps of 

locating and supporting the Ga/As wafer within an 
annealing chamber, 

introducing phosphorous from a gas source into said 
furnace in the region surrounding wafer, 

heating the walls of said annealing chamber more 
rapidly than said wafer to create a wall tempera 
ture higher than the condensation point of said 
phosphorous, preventing phosphorous condensa 
tion on the walls, 

annealing said wafer in said phosphorous atmosphere 
to achieve a high activation efficiency. 

* * 1‘ * * 


