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[57] ABSTRACT 
A book cover which can be adapted to ?t a wide range 
of sizes of books comprises a cover material adapted to 
be placed over the front and rear covers and the binding 
of the book to protect the book. Connectors are pro 

' vided at two opposite ends of the cover material for 
connecting opposing sides of the cover material to one 
another to form sleeve-like con?gurations with the 
cover material adjacent the opposite ends which respec 
tively receive the front and rear covers of the book in 
telescoping relationship. The portion of the cover mate 
rial intermediate the opposite ends which are telescoped 
over the book covers is folded back and extends over 
the front and rear book covers and the book binding. A 
plurality of strips of material encircle each of the book 
covers to secure the portion of the cover material which 
is folded back and extends over the front and rear cov 
ers of the book to the adjacent covers. Stiffening mem 
bers are placed over the covers of a paperback book so 
that it can be protected with the book cover. 

9 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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BOOK COVER 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to an improved 
book cover which can be adapted to protect a wide 
range of sizes of books without cutting or otherwise 
signi?cantly altering the book cover. 
Book covers have been known for many years. As an 

example, in a known book cover the cover material has 
ends with flaps which are folded over the respective 
covers of the book as in U.S. Pat. No. 295,996 to Getch 
ell issued Apr. 1, 1884. One problem associated with 
such a book cover is that it is not able to ?t a wide range 
of sizes of books. Further, the durability and ?t of such 
known book cover may be less than satisfactory. 
An object of the present invention is to provide an 

improved book cover which can be adapted to ?t a 
wide range of sizes of books, for example, from small 
paperback books to books as large as a telephone direc 
tory, without signi?cant alteration of the cover. A fur 
ther object of the invention is to provide a book cover 
which is durable and which securely ?ts any book on 
which it is used. 
These and other objects of the invention are attained 

by the book cover of the invention which comprises a 
cover material adapted to be placed over the front and 
rear covers and the binding of a book to protect a book, 
and means for connecting two opposite sides of said 
cover material to one another adjacent each of two 
opposite ends of said cover material for forming sleeve 
like con?gurations with said cover material adjacent 
said opposite ends for respectively receiving the front 
and rear covers of the book in telescoping relationship 
with the portion of the cover material intermediate the 
opposite ends which are telescoped over the book cov 
ers being folded back and extending over the front and 
rear book covers and book binding. 
According to a further feature of the invention, the 

book cover further comprises means for securing the 
portion of the cover material which is folded back and 
extends over the front and rear covers of the book to the 
adjacent covers. In a disclosed, preferred embodiment 
of the invention, the means for securing comprises a 
plurality of strips of material for encircling the cover 
material and respective ones of the book covers for 
securing the portion of the cover material to the adja 
cent covers. The ends of each strip of material are re 
leasably secured to one another to facilitate placement 
and removal of the book cover. The length of each of 
the strips can be adjusted for accommodating different 
sized books. The strips are also preferably elastically 
yieldable for resiliently securing the cover material on 
the book covers. 
An additional feature of the invention is that the 

length of the connecting means for connecting two 
opposite sides of the cover material to one another 
adjacent each of two opposite ends of the cover mate 
rial for forming sleeve-like con?gurations with the 
cover material adjacent the opposite ends for respec 
tively receiving the front and rear covers of the book in 
telescoping relationship, is adjustable. Further, the con 
necting means is preferably elastically yieldable for 
resiliently securing the ends of the cover material in 
telescoping relationship over the book covers. This, 
together with the use of the plurality of strips of mate 
rial which encircle the respective covers of the book 
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2 
ensure a snug, secure ?t of the cover of the invention on 
the book even though the size of book which is covered 
can be any size within a wide range of sizes. 
The book cover is used in combination with stiffening 

members adapted to be placed over at least the front 
and rear covers of a paperback book to add structural 
integrity to the covers when a paperback book is to be 
covered. The stiffening can be formed of cardboard or 
plastic, for example. 
These and other objects, features and advantages of 

the present invention will become more apparent from 
the following description with taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings which show, for purposes 
of illustration only, one embodiment in accordance with 
the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an elevational view of the outer side of the 
book cover of the invention with the attaching straps in 
an open condition; 
FIG. 2 is an elevational view of the inner side thereof 

with the attaching straps in a closed condition; 
FIG. 3 is a right side elevational view of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a bottom plan view of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a top front perspective view thereof in its 

position of use on a book; 
FIG. 6 is a bottom, rear perspective view of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is an elevational view of an extender for use 

with the attaching straps to accommodate larger books; 
and 
FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a paperback book 

with its covers open and the book cover of the inven 
tion placed thereon over stiffening members before 
addition of the attaching straps. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
DISCLOSED EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to the drawings, a book cover 1 of the 
invention, which can be adapted to protect a wide range 
of sizes of books without cutting or otherwise signi? 
cantly altering the book cover, is seen to comprise a 
cover material 2 having a rectangular form. The cover 
material may be a fabric, vinyl, leather, paper or other 
thin, flexible material which is readily adapted to be 
folded over itself and the front and rear covers and the 
binding of a book for accommodating books of different 
height as explained more fully below. 
The cover material 2 has a left end 3 and a right end 

4 as illustrated in FIGS. 1, 2 and 4. A top side 5 and a 
bottom side 6 of the cover material as illustrated in FIG. 
2 have been folded inward so that the book cover has a 
height corresponding approximately to that of front and 
rear covers of the book upon which it is to be placed. 
The top and bottom sides 5 and 6 are connected to one 
another adjacent each of the left and right ends 3 and 4 
of the cover material by means of connecting means 7 in 
the form of elastic bands. The elastic bands 7 are con 
nected to the top and bottom sides 5 and 6 and form 
sleeve-like con?gurations with the cover material adja 
cent the left and right ends 3 and 4 for respectively 
receiving the front and rear covers, 8 and 9 as shown in 
FIG. 8, of a book, 10 in FIG. 8 in telescoping relation. 
The end of one of the sleeve-like con?gurations for 
receiving a book cover is shown in FIG. 3 of the draw 
ings. The ends of the elastic connecting means 7 can be 
sewn, glued or otherwise attached to the top and bot 
tom sides 5 and 6 adjacent the left and right ends 3 and 
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4. Because of the elastic nature of the connecting means, 
when the book cover is telescoped over the front and 
rear covers of the book, they resiliently secure the ends 
of the cover material on the book covers. To resist 
deformation of the front and rear covers of a book, 
where the book is a paperback book as shown in FIG. 8, 
stiffening members 28 and 29 formed of cardboard or 
plastic and in the shape of the front and rear covers, 
respectively, are provided between the cover 1 and the 
front rear covers 8 and 9. 
The extent to which the left and right ends 3 and 4 of 

the cover material can be telescoped over the front and 
rear covers of the book depends upon the width of the 
book since the portion of the cover material intermedi 
ate the opposite ends which are telescoped over the 
book covers is folded back and extends over the outer 
surfaces of the front and rear book covers and the book 
binding as can be understood from an examination of 
FIGS. 5, 6 and 8. Means for securing the portion of the 
cover material which is folded back and extends over 
the front and rear covers of the book and the stiffening 
member if used in the case of a paperback book to the 
adjacent covers are provided in the form of a plurality 
of strips of material 11 through 16 which may, for exam 
ple, be formed of fabric with elastic portions 17 con 
nected at respective ends of the fabric as by sewing or 
‘gluing. The outer ends of the elastic portions 17 in turn 
have male and female plastic fastener elements 18 and 
19 connected thereto as by sewing or stapling, for exam 
ple. The plurality of strips of material are adapted to 
encircle the cover material and respective ones of the 
front and rear book covers and stiffening members, if 
used, for securing the portion of the cover material 
intermediate the ends which are telescoped over the 
book covers, as well as the stiffening members, to the 
adjacent covers as can be readily seen from an examina 
tion of FIGS. 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6. The strips of material have 
not yet been placed on the book, stiffening members and 
book cover shown in FIG. 8. The stiffening members 
are not needed in the case of covering a hardback book. 
The fastener elements 18 and 19 can be releasably 

connected to one another by inserting the outer free end 
of the male fastener element 18 through the opening 20 
in the corresponding female fastener element 19. The 
end of the element 18 has a width less than the longitu 
dinal extent of the opening 20 but greater than the lat 
eral extent thereof so that the end of the fastener ele 
ment 18 will be retained in the fastener element 19 when 
the ends are longitudinally aligned as shown in FIG. 2. 
The strips of material 11 through 16 are elastically 
yieldable with respect to their length because of the 
presence of the elastic portions 17 for resiliently secur 
ing the cover material to the adjacent book covers. The 
length of the strips of material 11 through 16 can be 
adjusted for accommodating different sized books by 
the use of an intermediate fastener element 21, shown in 
FIG. 7, between the male and female elements 18 and 
19. Alternatively, or in addition to the use of the inter 
mediate fastener element 21, the male, plastic fastener 
elements 18 can be formed with a series of notched 
portions like the intermediate fastener element 21 to 
provide an adjustment of the length of the strips of 
material. The strips of material 11 through 16 can be 
attached as by sewing to speci?c locations along the 
cover material but preferably are unattached so that 
they can be adjustably positioned along the cover mate 
rial over the book covers by the user when the book 
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cover is mounted on the book in order to accommodate 
different sized books. 
The number of strips of material used can vary from 

that shown in the illustrated embodiment of the inven 
tion. For example, two, four or more strips of material 
can be used for attaching the cover material to each of 
the front and rear covers of the book. In the illustrated 
embodiment, a single strip of material 22 extends from 
the left end 3 of the cover material to a location near the 
right end 4 thereof. As shown in FIG. 1, the left end of 
the strip of material, which may be fabric sewn to the 
cover material 2, carries small loops or eyelets 23 at 
several spaced locations. A small hook, not shown is 
attached to the underside of the free end 24 of the strip 
of the material 22 for releasably grasping one of the 
loops or eyelets 23 to hold the book cover and book in 
its closed position as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6. An elastic 
portion 25 is provided intermediate the free end 24 and 
the end of the fabric strip 22 for resiliently securing the 
book cover and book in its closed position. This is an 
optional feature on the book cover. A small plate 26 
upon which identifying information can be placed is 
located over the strip of material 22 intermediate its 
ends. This plate is positioned over the book binding 
when the cover is placed on the book as shown in FIG. 
5. A small strip of flexible material 27 is also attached at 
one end to the cover material of the book cover for use 
as a book marker as shown in the drawings. The plate 26 
and book marker 27 can also be omitted on the book 
cover, if desired. 

Thus, it can be readily seen that the improved book 
cover 1 of the invention can be adapted to protect a 
wide range of sizes of books without cutting or other 
wise signi?cantly altering the book cover. Paperback 
books can even be covered by use of the stiffening mem 
bers. For ease of adjustment of the height of the book 
cover to correspond to that of the book upon which it 
is used, the connecting means 7 can be formed with 
fastener elements such as 18 and 19 with provision for 
adjusting the length thereof as with the use of an inter 
mediate fastener element of the type shown in FIG. 7. 
Variations in the width of a book can be readily accom 
modated by simply changing the amount of the sleeve 
like con?gurations at the ends of the cover material 
which are telescoped over the book covers. In this way, 
a single book cover of the invention can be adapted to 
cover, with a secure ?t, books as small as small paper 
back books to those as large as a telephone directory. 

While I have shown and described only one embodi 
ment in accordance with the present invention, it is 
understood that the same is not limited thereto, but is 
susceptible to numerous changes and modi?cations as 
known to those skilled in the art. Therefore, I do not 
wish to be limited to the details shown and described 
herein, but intend to cover all such changes and modi? 
cations as are encompassed by the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A book cover for ?tting a wide range of sizes of 

books comprising, in combination, a cover material for 
covering the front and rear covers and the binding of a 
book to protect the book, means for connecting two 
opposite sides of said cover material to one another 
adjacent each of two opposite ends of said cover mate 
rial for forming sleeve-like con?gurations with said 
cover material adjacent said opposite ends for respec 
tively receiving the front and rear covers of the book in 
telescoping relationship with the portion of said cover 
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material intermediate said opposite ends which are tele 
scoped over the book covers being folded back and 
extending over the front and rear book covers and book 

binding, and a plurality of strips of material which are 
unattached to the cover material for encircling said 
front and rear book covers and the cover material at the 

intermediate portion of the cover material, at least a 
portion of each of said strips of material being elastically 
yieldable for snugly securing said intermediate portion 
of the cover material to the adjacent cover. 

2. A book cover according to claim 1, wherein each 
of said strips of material is formed with ends which are 
releasably connected to one another. 

3. A book cover according to claim 1, wherein said 
strips of material include intermediate fastener elements 
for selectively adjusting the length of said strips for 
accommodating different sized books. 
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4. A book cover according to claim 1, wherein the 

length of said connecting means is adjustable for accom 
modating different sized books. 

5. A book cover according to claim 1, wherein said 
connecting means is elastically yieldable for resiliently 
securing the ends of the cover material in telescoping 
relation over the covers of the book. 

6. A book cover according to claim 1 further com 
prising, in combination, stiffening means for placing 
over at least the front and rear covers of the book be 
neath the cover material to add structural integrity to 
said covers. 

7. A book cover according to claim 6, wherein said 
stiffening means are individual members positioned 
over the respective covers of the book. 

8. A book cover according to claim 7, wherein said 
stiffening members are formed of plastic. 

9. A book cover according to claim 6, wherein said 
stiffening members are formed of cardboard. 

* * * * * 


