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MULTIPLE SCREEN BALLISTIC 
CHRONOGRAPH 

This invention relates to a chronograph of the type 
used to measure ballistic characteristics of a projectile 
and, in particular, to an improved chronograph which is 
capable of indicating the possible existence of errors 
arising from errors generated in the measuring system 
itself. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A chronograph is used to measure the average veloc 
ity of projectiles in a batch of test projectiles and also to 
indicate the dispersion of the velocity readings of the 
sample. It is commonly assumed that any measurement 
errors, i.e., errors introduced by the measurement sys 
tem itself, are negligible compared to both the average 
velocity and to the dispersion. While the ?rst assump 
tion is usually justi?ed, the second may not be. 
Chronographs of the type under consideration herein 

are based on the well-known relationship that velocity 
of a projectile is equal to the distance traveled by the 
projectile divided by the time required to travel that 
distance. Systems such as those shown in US. Pat. Nos. 
3,824,463; 4,128,761; and 4,239,962, all to the present 
inventor, illustrate devices for this purpose as they have 
been used in the past. The content of these patents is 
hereby incorporated by reference. As will be recog 
nized from these patents, optical devices are preferred 
as the sensors for determining when the projectile 
passes through specific planes although inductive de 
vices can be employed. The sensors, commonly referred 
to as “screens”, are usually placed a few feet apart, 
perhaps ten feet, and the light perturbations detected by 
the photodetectors in these devices are supplied to tim 
ing circuits which respond to the interval between the 
pulses, and to a setting representative of the distance, to 
produce an output which quite accurately represents 
the velocity. 

It is, of course, possible for errors to creep into the 
system. Some test procedures frequently require that 
two independent chronograph systems be used on each 
shot. One chronograph is commonly designated as “the 
primary” channel and the other is designated “second 
ary”. The secondary chronograph veri?es proper func 
tioning of the primary system. Most chronograph errors 
are not errors in the time measuring circuits of the ac 
tual chronograph itself, but are usually errors contrib 
uted by the detecting devices (coils or screens) used to 
signal the passage of the projectile through the plane. If 
the two chronographs are independent, and if the de 
tecting devices are physically spaced apart, it is very 
unlikely that the two velocity readings will agree when 
there is an error contributed by one or more of the 
detecting devices. 
However, providing two entire systems is obviously 

a rather expensive and cumbersome solution to the 
problem. A major inconvenience is that the two sys 
tems, being independent, produce their own outputs 
which must then be manually compared in order to 
determine whether a problem exists. As a practical 
matter, this is generally done only after the entire shot 

. sequence is completed and, if it turns out that there 
were errors, the statistical analysis of the results must be 
recomputed. The alternative would be to provide a 
supervisory system which receives the outputs of both 
independent systems but this, again, involves consider 
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2 
able cost and simply makes the operation more com 
plex, introducing additional possibilities for error. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to 
provide an improved chronograph which is capable of 
indicating the possibility that an error has occurred 
while the shot sequence is still in progress, essentially on 
a “real time" basis so that erroneous data can be elimi 
nated before statistical analysis is accomplished. 
A further object is to provide such a system which is 

substantially no more complicated than the basic chron 
ograph systems of the prior art, thereby reducing the 
likelihood of introducing additional sources of error. 

Brie?y described, the invention includes an apparatus 
for measuring the velocity of a projectile and for indi 
cating the possibility of a measuring error comprising 
the combination of ?rst, second and third projectile 
sensors each including means for sensing thepassage of 
a projectile and for producing a substantially real-time 
pulse signal indicating that a projectile has passed 
through its associated plane. The sensors are supported 
so that their respective monitored planes occupy a pre 
determined spaced relationship along a linear path to be 
traversed by a projectile so that the projectile can pass 
through the planes associated with all three sensors and, 
normally, be sensed by each sensor. A ?rst timing cir 
cuit is connected to receive the pulse signal output of a 
?rst pair of the sensors for determining the elapsed time 
between those pulse signals and dividing the predeter 
mined spacing between the planes monitored by the 
?rst pair of sensors by the measured elapsed time to 
provide a ?rst velocity calculation and an output repre 
sentative of that calculation. A second timing circuit is 
connected to receive the pulse signal outputs of a differ 
ent pair of the sensors for determining an elapsed time 
between the pulse signals of those sensors and perform 
ing a similar calculation to provide an output represen 
tative of a second velocity calculation. The ?rst and 
second velocity calculations can be displayed and 
means is provided for comparing the ?rst and second 
velocity calculations to provide an “alert” indication 
when the velocity calculations differ from each other 
by a predetermined amount, indicating the possibility of 
a system error. 

Preferably, each pair of sensors includes the ?rst 
sensor reached by the projectile. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In order to impart full understanding of the manner in 
which these and other objects are attained in accor 
dance with the invention, particularly advantageous 
embodiments thereof will be described with reference 
to the accompanying drawings, which form a part of 
this speci?cation and wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a system in 

accordance with the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a representation of a typical printed display 

of data produced by the system of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 3 is a more detailed schematic diagram of one 

channel of a circuit usable in the system of FIG. 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENT 

A schematic diagram of the overall arrangement of 
apparatus usable in connection with the subject inven 
tion is shown in FIG. 1 wherein a ?rearm, such as a ri?e 
10, is to be used to ?re a projectile 12 which will follow 
a substantially straight path indicated by the line 14 



3 
insofar as the distances involved in this kind of measure 
ment are concerned. The path 14 of projectile 12 passes 
successively through the openings of screens A, B and 
C which are supported along the path and are spaced 
apart by distances such that the transit time between 
screens A and B may be approximately equal to the 
transit time between screens B and C, but both of those 
distances are signi?cantly different from the distance 
between screens A and C. 
Each screen includes a generally triangular frame 16 

de?ning the opening through which the projectile is to 
pass and a base housing 18, 18b, 18c which contains a 
photodetector having a photosensitive element facing 
upwardly toward the opening in the frame. Supports 19 
and 19c of any convenient type can be provided to hold 
the end screens in their desired positions and bar 20 
extends between those supports and holds middle 
screen 16b, 18b. With this arrangement, accurate and 
stable spacing between the screens is assured. As more 
fully described in the above-mentioned issued patents, 
the passage of a projectile through the plane containing 
the photodetector within frame 16 causes a momentary 
change in the amount of light received by the photode 
tector, whether that light is supplied by natural lighting 
out of doors or by an arti?cial source mounted on the 
frame or above all three frames. The photodetector 
responds by producing a relatively short electrical pulse 
indicating the passage of the projectile. Thus, as the 
projectile sequentially passes through the screens, 
pulses are produced by the photodetector in housing 
18a of unit A on conductor 21, then by the photodetec 
tor in housing 18b on conductor 22, and, a short time 
later, by the photodetector in housing 180 on conductor 

The signal produced on conductor 21 is connected to 
the “start” input terminals of timers 25 and 26 while the 
signals on conductors 22 and 23 are provided, respec 
tively, to the “stop” input terminals of timers 25 and 26. 
Thus, the pulse from unit A starts both timers, the pulse 
from unit B stops timer 25 and the pulse from unit C 
stops timer 26. 
Each timer circuit is essentially a bistable device 

which is switched to one state by the start pulse and 
switched to its other state by a stop pulse. Thus, the 
duration of the switched state between the start and 
stop pulses is a measure of the time required for the 
projectile to pass between the two screens associated 
with the units supplying the pulses to the timer. 
Timers 25 and 26 are connected with a processor 28 

which is a “one chip” microprocessor used as the con 
troller for the instrument. The processor is provided 
with inputs, illustrated by block 30, including the mea 
sured distances AB and AC between screens A and B 
and between screens A and C. Other commands are also 
supplied as inputs, and these will be further described. 
The processor supplies outputs to a display which 
would normally include a printer and can also include 
other forms of display. 

In accordance with the well-known relationship be 
tween velocity, distance and time, the distance AB 
which is measured and set into the processor is divided 
by the time interval measured by timer AB to produce 
a velocity which is provided as an output to display 32. 
Similarly, distance AC is divided by the time interval 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

55 

60 

measured by timer 26 as a calculation of the velocity of 65 
the projectile as it passes between screens A and C, and 
this calculation is provided as an output to unit 32. In 
addition, the two velocity calculations are compared 
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and, if they differ by a predetermine amount, a special 
“alert” signal is provided such as by printing a special 
symbol adjacent the printed output. 
As will be recognized, if the system is set up and is 

working properly and if the measurements made be 
tween screens are accurate, the velocities determined 
for the distances AB and AC should be identical, assum 
ing that the velocity does not change signi?cantly along 
the path of travel from screen A to screen C. With 
distances between screens in the order of ten feet or so, 
this is a reasonably valid assumption. 
However, if there is an error in one of the start or stop 

pulses, the measured velocities will not be the same but, 
rather, will differ as a function of the amount of the 
error. Thus, if the pulse from screen B were delayed, 
the time interval AB would be extended and the result 
ing velocity would be considerably lower than the 
proper velocity measured over the interval AC. If the 
two calculated velocities differ by more than the prede 
termined amount, the alert indication is given. From 
experience, the difference limit above which the alert 
signal will be given can reasonably be established in 
accordance with the relationship (1 +(0.0l V/D)) 
where V is the velocity in feet per second indicated by 
the primary channel AC and D is the sensor spacing (in 
feet) of the secondary channel AB. Channel AC is nor 
mally regarded as the primary channel because the 
measurement is made over a longer baseline and would 
therefore usually be more accurate. 

Velocity AB could be made more precise by moving 
detector B until distance AB ia approximately the same 
as distance AC. However, the function of the secondary 
velocity measurement is not to increase precision but is 
to detect signi?cant errors in the primary velocity mea 
surement, or in either measurement. The fact that the 
baseline AB is signi?cantly different from the baseline 
AC is therefore important. If, for example, detectors B 
and C were placed so that the distances AB and AC 
were substantially equal, a timing error in the signal 
from detector A would cause both systems to indicate 
nearly'the same erroneous velocity, clearly an undesir 
able result. 

Because velocity measurement errors are most often 
caused by errors in the detectors, this system combines 
the actual read-out and comparison function into a sin 
gle unit using three detectors. The detectors are spaced 
at appropriate distances (such as the equal spacing de 
scribed above) and a single instrument measures and 
displays both velocities to the user. Agreement between 
the velocities indicates proper functioning of the system 
and provides assurance to the user. 
The alert can be in the form of a flashing indicator, 

blinking characters in a display, an audible signal, a 
special printed “flag” on a printed record, or some 
other appropriate signal. Triggering the alert can be 
based on determining the absolute difference between 
the two readings exceeding a threshold value, the 
threshold value being either a constant or a function of 
the velocity readings. 

It is recognized that measurement errors will occur 
even though their probability of occurrence is small. It 
is critical in the analysis of test data to distinguish be 
tween deviations caused by differences between the test 
samples and deviations introduced by the instrumenta 
tion. The instrument of the present invention provides a 
clear indication that an error existed in either the pri 
mary or secondary measurement and, hence, the instru 
mentation would be suspect. Agreement between the 
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primary and secondary measurements suggests that the 
measurements are accurate to the degree indicated by 
the magnitude of the difference. 
A typical printout is shown in FIG. 2 in which it is 

assumed, as an example, that the system is used to mea 
sure velocities of a typical 0.30-06 ri?e cartridge and a 
paper tape is printed for the user. This typical tape 
might appear as shown in FIG. 2 wherein the ?rst col 
umn (to the left) is a printout of the primary velocities 
for each shot (measured over the distance AC), the 
second column is a printout of the secondary velocities 
and the third column is simply a number indicating the 
number of the shot in the sequence. In this particular 
system, it will be assumed that an asterisk is the alert 
symbol and is printed after any shot number for which 
the velocity calculations differ by an amount exceeding 
the selected threshold. In the illustration, shot No. 4 is 
such a shot and it is likely that the operator of the sys 
tem would choose to have the data from shot No. 4 
eliminated from the analysis of the test run. This option 
is available by allowing the operator to simply depress 
a “forget” button, supplying a “forget” command to the 
computer which causes the data for the immediately 
preceding shot to be erased from memory and'subse 
quently disregarded. An indication of the “forget” but 
ton is printed on the tape as indicated at F and the test 
is continued. 

After the desired number of rounds has been ?red, 
the operator gives a “summary” command to the pro 
cessor whereupon the processor performs a number of 
conventional statistical analyses and prints the results 
on the printed display, these results in the example of 
FIG. 2 constituting the highest velocity measured by 
each of the primary and secondary channels, the lowest 
such velocities measured, the range of velocities en 
countered in this test run by each channel, the average 
or mean velocities in each channel and the standard 
deviation. 
A more detailed schematic diagram of one channel of 

the circuitry is shown in FIG. 3 wherein the one-chip 
processor 36 is shown as a 3870 microprocessor. A 
distance unit 38 is used to set the distances between 
screens into the microprocessor memory. “Summary” 
and “forget” commands are given by simply closing 
switches 40 or 41 which provide suitable commands to 
inputs 23 or 22 of the processor. 
The start and stop inputs connectable to the outputs 

of detectors 18 are shown as standard telephone jacks 
43 and 44. 
When the system is connected together and ener 

gized, the processor ?rst initializes its statistical parame 
ters and then commences a delay for the purpose of 
allowing the automatic gain controls of the sensors A, B 
and C to stabilize. The counters 25 and 26 are then 
given enable signals, permitting them to respond to start 
and stop signals. They then wait until a start time signal 
is received from the photodetector associated with 
screen A. 

As shots are made and signals are received, the times 
are transferred to the computer and recordedv after stop 
signals are received. Any previous valid round is in 
cluded in the intermediate statistical computations un 
less a “forget” signal was entered relating to the previ 
ous shot. The primary and secondary velocities are 
computed and also the absolute difference between the 
velocities. The allowable difference is computed based 
on primary velocity, sensor spacing and other parame 
ters which have been selected. The observed difference 
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6 
is compared with the allowable difference and the alert 
flag is set, if required. The velocities are displayed and 
/or printed with the warning to the operator if the 
observed velocities differ signi?cantly. The process 
then returns to the step of enabling the counters and 
waiting for the ?rst “start” signal. 

If the summary button is depressed, the system in 
cludes the results from all previous rounds unless “for 
get” signals have been provided, and calculates and 
displays statistics from all “not forgotten” shots. The 
summary is then printed and the system returns to the 
step of enabling the counters. 

It will be recognized that it would be possible to use 
four or even more screens to accomplished the same 
purpose as the three-screen embodiment disclosed 
herein. It might be necessary to provide different con 
nections for the electronic circuits, depending upon the 
selection of screens used for the timing pulses. For ex 
ample, if four screens A, B, C, and D were used and if 
screens AC and BD were chosen to provide timing 
pulses, it would be necessary to connect the photode 
tectors of screens A and C to the start and stop inputs of 
one timer and of screens B and D to those inputs of the 
second timer. The principles, however, remain the 
same. 

While certain advantageous embodiments have been 
chosen to illustrate the invention, it will be understood 
by those skilled in the art that various changes and 
modi?cations can be made therein without departing 
from the scope of the invention as de?ned in the ap 
pended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus for measuring the velocity of 'a pro 

jectile and for indicating the possibility of an instru 
ment-generated measuring error comprising the combi 
nation of 

a plurality of more than two projectile sensors each 
including means for sensing the passage of a projec 
tile through a monitored plane and for producing a 
substantially real-time pulse signal indicating that a 
projectile has passed; 

means for supporting said sensors with their respec‘ 
tive monitored planes occupying a predetermined 
spaced relationship along a linear path to be tra 
versed by a projectile so that the projectile can pass 
through the planes associated with all three sensors 
and normally be sensed by each said sensor; 

?rst timing circuit means connected to receive the 
pulse signal outputs of a ?rst pair of said sensors for 
determining the ?rst elapsed time between the 
pulse signals and dividing said predetermined spac 
ing between the planes monitored by said ?rst pair 
of sensors by said ?rst elapsed time to provide a 
first velocity calculation, and for providing an 
output representative of said ?rst velocity calcula 
tion; 

second timing circuit means connected to receive the 
pulse signal outputs of a second, different pair of 
said sensors for determining a second elapsed time 
between said pulse signals and dividing said prede 
termined spacing between the planes monitored by 
said second pair of sensors by said second elapsed 
time to provide a second velocity calculation and 
for providing an output representative of said sec 
ond velocity calculation; ' 

means for displaying said ?rst and second velocity 
calculations; and 



7 
means for comparing said ?rst and second velocity 

calculations and for providing an “alert” indication 
when said velocity calculations differ from each 
other by a predetermined amount. 

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein one of 
the sensors in each of said ?rst and second pairs is the 
?rst sensor reached by said projectile. 

3. An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the 
number of sensors is three. 

4. A method for measuring the velocity of a projectile 
and for indicating the possibility of a measuring error 
comprising the combination of 

supporting a plurality of more than two projectile 
sensors so that their respective monitored planes 
occupy a predetermined spaced relationship along 
a linear path to be traversed by a projectile and so 
that the projectile can pass through the planes 
associated with all of the sensors and normally be 
sensed by each of the sensors, each sensor includ 
ing means for sensing the passage of a projectile 
through a monitored plane and for producing a 
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substantially real-time pulse signal indicating that a 
projectile has passed; 

combining the pulse signal outputs of a ?rst pair of 
the sensors for determining the ?rst elapsed time 
between the pulse signals, dividing the predeter 
mined spacing between the planes monitored by 
the ?rst pair of sensors by the ?rst elapsed time to 
provide a ?rst velocity calculation and providing 
an output representative of the ?rst velocity calcu 
lation; 

combining the pulse signal outputs of a second, differ 
ent pair of the sensors for determining a second 
elapsed time between the pulse signals, dividing the 
predetermined spacing between the planes moni 
tored by the second pair of sensors by the second 
elapsed time to provide a second velocity calcula 
tion, and providing an output representative of the 
second velocity calculation; 

displaying the ?rst and second velocity calculations; 
comparing ?rst and second velocity calculations, and 

providing an “alert” indication when the velocity 
calculations differ from each other by a predeter 
mined amount. 

* * * * * 


