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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ELARD LUDDE, acitizen 

of the United States, residing at Maspeth, in 
the county of Queens and State of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Tapers for Night-Lights, of which 
the following is a speci?cation. 
The tapers for the nightlights heretofore 

in general use were made of a small disk of 
wood, into the central opening of which a 
waxed wick was inserted. These tapers are 
used in connection with an adequate swimmer ~ 
consisting of a circular plate that is supported 
by corks on sweet oil or other illuminating 
substances. ' 

The object of this invention is to furnish 
an improved taper for night-lights which can 
be manufactured at less cost than the tapers 
used and made heretofore and which is su 
perior to the same, as it will burn for a greater 
length of time without giving out ; and the in 

‘ vention consists of a taper for night-lights, 
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composed of a supporting-disk of suitable 
press-board or other suitable material pro 
vided with a central opening and short radial 
recesses extending from said opening, into 
which the lower end of the waxed wick is 
pressed, so as to form an enlarged’ head, by 
which the reliable connection of the wick with 
the disk is obtained. \ 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 

represents a perspective view ofa night-light 
with my improved taper. 
top view of the disk. Fig. 3 isa vertical trans 
verse section of the taper on line 3 3 of Fig. 
4; and Fig. 1i is a plan View, the wick being 
shown in horizontal section. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. ' 

Referring to the drawings, A represents a 
disk, which forms a base-and support for the 
waxed wick B, said disk being preferably 

Fig. 2 is a detail_ 

made of pasteboard or other similar material 
which is suf?ciently low in price, so as to be 
applicable for this purpose. The disk A is 
punched with a central opening a and slots 
(1’, so as to form a ?rm connection of the wick 
with the disk and prevent its becoming de 
tached from the same. In attachingthe lower 
end of the wick with the disk care must be 
taken that the radial slots are not entirely 
?lled by the head I), as the elfective action of 
the taper depends on keeping the outer ends 
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of the slots open, so that the oil has ready ac- ' 
cess to the wick of the taper. Without the 
slots it was found that not only the connec 
tion between the base and wick was not so 
reliable, but thesuction of the wick on the 
oil was not sufficient to sustain the taper for 
a long period of time. With the slots the ta 
per can be used continuously for thirty hours. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent— . v 

1. A taper for night-lights, composed of a 
disk having a central opening and radial slots, 
and a wick inserted into said‘ opening and 
formed into a head at the under side of the 
disk, substantially as set forth. 

2. A taper for night-lights, composed of a 
disk having a central opening and radial 
slots extending from said opening and a wick 
the lower end of which is made to form a head, 
portions of‘which are pressed into the inner 
ends of the radial slots, but leaving the outer 
ends of the same open, substantially as set 
forth. ' 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name in pres 
ence of two subscribing witnesses. 

V ELARD LUDDE. 

W'itnesses: 
PAUL GonPEL, _ 
CHARLES SOHROEDER. 
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