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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ALBERT P. SEYMOUR, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga and 
State of New York, have invented a certain 
new and useful lViring-Insulator, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to the construction of 

electric wiring-insulators, and more particu 
larly to porcelain-block insulators adapted to 
be secured to ceilings, Walls, or other plane 
surfaces. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

porcelairrblock insulator that may be held or 
fastened by a single central screw, and that 
shall at the same time hold the wire securely 
without tie-wires and without making a loop 
or turn in the wire itself and which shall, 
moreover, not be liable to turn by the tension 
of the wire. 
The invention consistsin the new article of 

manufacture hereinafter described and com 
prising, essentially, a solid block of porcelain 
provided on its periphery at one end with two 
hooks or lugs disposed on opposite sides of 
the line in which the wire lies when passed 
beneath both the lugs or hooks and havinga 
central axial perforation extending through 
it endwise from the central depressed or re 
cessed portion between the lugs or hooks 
where the wire lies. 
My invention consists, further, in other fea 

tures of construction hereinafter described, 
and more particularly speci?ed in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of an insulator embody 
ing my invention, a piece of wire being shown 
in place therein. Fig. 2 is a vertical central 
section of the insulator on a line parallel to 
the wire held therein. 
A indicates a solid block of porcelain or 

similar good insulating substance, and B B 
the hooks or lugs which, as shown in the per 
spective, lie at opposite sides of the line-wire 
L and project from the body of the block at 
the end opposite that which rests upon the 
surface of the wall or ceiling. Grooves (J 
exist at the side of the insulator, which are 
for the purpose of facilitating the formation 
of the plastic body of clay by a die or in a 
press. 
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At D are openings forming a space to al 
low the wire to be passed under the hook. 
E is a central axial perforation extending 

endwise through the block from the central 
depressed or recessed portion between the 
lugs or hooks where the wire L lies. This 
perforation receives the screw which fastens 
the insulator-block to a suitable support, the 
end of said insulator opposite the hooks B 
resting upon the surface of such support. At 
the end bearing upon the surface of the sup 
port the block is furnished with several feet 
or studs G, which studs are preferably rounded 
or pointed at their ends, so that there is but 
little surface contact between the insulator 
and the body to which it is secured. 
As will be seen from the vertical section, the 

inside or under side of the hooks or lugs upon 
which the wire bears is nearly on a level with 
the surface of the central depressed portion 
around the perforation, at which part the 
Wire also is supported, the effect being to pro“ 
duce a bend in the wire at this point which 
holds the wire fast. 
As will be observed, the wire runs through 

the center of the insulator, and any tension 
on it will not have the effect of turning the 
insulatoigand thus throwing slack onto the 
wire on one side. The central perforation is 
countersunk at its outer end, as shown, so 
that the head of the screw will be well below 
the wire, and a short screw maybe employed 
for fastening the insulator to a ceiling. It 
will be observed, further, that the end of the 
perforation for the screw is guarded by the 
wire, so that the screw cannot fall out of the 
insulator. The central depressed portion 
upon which the wire rests between the hooks 
forms, in eifect, a shoulder adapted to bend the 
wire in a direction transverse to the direc 
tion in which the wire has to be bent or de 
?ected in order to enter it under the second 
hook. After theinsulator is fastened in posi~ 
tion the Wire is simply applied by fastening 
it under one lug, pulling it tight, and then 
de?ecting it to one side and passing it un 
der the otherlug, the slight bend which is nec~ 
essary to thus pass it under the other lug 
serving to hold it fast. 
As will be observed, the insulator is not only 

securely fastened, but the wire is held a good 
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distance from the ceiling or other support 
whlch is not the case in any of the block in 
sulators at present in use for electric wiring 
purposes. 
\Vhat I claim as my invention is—— 

' 1. As a new article of manufacture, a block 
insulator consisting of a solid block or piece 
of porcelain or similar material provided on 
its periphery at one end with two hooks or 
lugs disposed on opposite sides of the line in 
which the wire lies when passed beneath both 
said lugs or hooks and having a central axial 
perforation extending through the block end 
wrse from a depressed or recessed end portion 
lylng between the lugs or hooks, as and for 
the purpose described. 
_ 2. As a new article of manufacture, a block 
lnsulator provided at the end that engages 
the surface of the support with a number of 
bearing-studs projecting directly from the 
body thereof at a number of points between 
the edge and the central perforation for the 
fastening-screw. 
_ 3. As anew article of manufacture, a block 
insulator consisting of a solid block of porce 
lain7 having at one end two hooks or lugs in 

483,771 

closing a central depressed end portion from 
which extends a hole centrally through the 
block to the opposite end, where the block is 
provided with several bearing studs or pro 
jections engaging the surface to which it is 
applied. 

&. As a new article of manufacture, a wir 
ing-insulator consisting of a solid block of 
porcelain or similar material, having at one 
end a pair of hooks lying on opposite sides 
of the line in which the wire lies, a central 
depressed or recessed portion at the same end 
connected with the opposite end of the block 
bya countersunk hole or perforation, said de 
pressed portion and hooks being disposed or 
arranged so as to tend to produce a slight 
bend in the wire in a direction transverse to 
that in which it has to be bent or deiiectedin 
order to pass it under the hooks or lugs. 
Signed at Syracuse, in the county of Onon 

daga and State of New York, this 2d day of 
March, A. D. 1892. 

ALBERT P. SEYMOUR. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN G. Knnrrn, 
ED\VARD 0. WARD. 
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