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FABRIC COVERED KNOCK-DOWN HEADBOARD 
FOR BEDS 

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 
018,738 ?led Feb. 20, 1987 now abandoned, which in 
turn is a continuation application of Ser. No. 749,732 
?led June 28, 1985, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
PRESENT INVENTION 

This invention relates to headboards for beds and 
more particularly to a knock-down fabric covered 
headboard having merchandising advantages over 
those previously known. 

In recent years, furniture designs have utilized head 
boards with fabric covers.'Sometimes such fabric cov 
ers are cushioned, quilted, or tufted. As used herein the 
term “fabric” is also understood to include leather. It is 
customary in the manufacture and marketing of such 
fabric covered headboard frames to fabricate frames of 
a length suitable for either twin, full or queen, or king 
size beds, then upholster the frame to complete the 
fabric covered frame at the manufacturing location. 
Thus all three sizes are manufactured and upholstered at 
the manufacturing location. They must then be invento 
ried, shipped and stored fully assembled. 

This presents substantial merchandising problems in 
that a retailer must anticipate the number of each size 
headboard for each fabric pattern that may be requested 
by customers. This results in either extremely large 
inventor or limited selections for the retailer. The alter 
native is to have the customer select the headboard 
from samples or catalogs, then order the headboard 
from the manufacturer. It has been found that this is not 
entirely satisfactory, because when a customer selects a 
headboard, he prefers to have immediate delivery, 
rather than several weeks or months delay while it is 
backordered. In addition, the shipping, storing, and 
warehousing of assembled, fabric covered headboards is 
expensive, because they are bulky and require substan 
tial storage and shipping space. 

In accordance with the present invention, however, 
there is provided a knock-down headboard frame with 
a separable slip cover type fabric covering therefore 
which holds the frame members together. All head 
boards utilize the same end pieces joined by separable 
center sections. The difference between a twin, full, 
queen, and king size resides solely in the lengths of the 
center sections used. The unit is individually cartoned. 
Each carton contains a right and left upright, center 

_ section, connecting plates, a fabric cover, and written 
instructions. Since the headboard is in collapsed con?g 
uration, the shipping and storage costs are considerably 
decreased. Further, the fabrication costs are minimized 
because of the standardized parts. 
Upon purchase the customer merely assembles the 

appropriate center sections, (twin, full, queen, or king 
size) between a pair of identical side members to form a 
frame of the appropriate size. The appropriate cover is 
then slipped over the headboard frame and the lower 
edges thereof secured to form the ?nished headboard. 
The cover is of such a size and so dimensioned that, 
when in place, it is snug around the frame to hold it 
together, while the cover itself is slightly stretched. 
Thereafter, if the customer wants to clean or replace the 
cover, he merely removes the cover and either cleans or 
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2 
replaces it. Conversion of Hollywood beds to double, 
queen, or king size beds is made more easy. Also to 
change the decor of a room, it is only necessary to 
purchase a new cover. 

In general, the frame for the present invention in 
cludes a left-hand side member and a right-hand side 
member which are basically the same regardless of 
whether the frame is to be made into a twin, full, queen, 
or king size headboard. Center sections are provided of 
?ve different lengths: a short length for twin size beds 
(approximately six inches in effective length); a second 
length for full size beds (approximately twenty-one 
inches in effective length); a third length for queen size 
beds (approximately twenty-seven inches in effective 
length); and a ?rst longer section to be added to the 
queen size length to form king size frames (approxi 
mately forty-?ve inches in effective length); and a sec 
ond longer section to be added to the queen size length 
to form a “California King” frame. Alternatively the 
king size frame may use a longer center length as a 
center section. The ends of the center sections include a 
portion of reduced diameter for insertion into the op 
posed tubular arms of the side members which extend 
toward each other. Once assembled, the side members 
and center sections form the headboard frame of the 
appropriate length. In this condition the frame is not 
intended for use, because it is not suf?ciently sturdy 
until the cover is assembled as described below. 
The fabric covers are formed of a pair of opposed 

fabric panels. The fabric panels are seamed on each end 
and across the top, and initially open at the bottom. 
When sewn the distance between the end seams is no 
greater than (and perhaps slightly less than) the distance 
between the upright tubular posts of the side members, 
so that the cover is stretched as it is assembled to more 
securely hold the frame together. The fabric panels 

_ adjacent the bottom edges are provided with a releas 
able attaching means, such as zippers or hook and loop 
fastener strips, referred to as Velcro fasteners, a trade 
mark of Velcro U.S.A., Inc., of Manchester, NH. With 
these Velcro fastener strips the lower edges of the cover 
member may be secured together when the cover is 
assembled onto the frame. This results in an even more 
rigid connection of the frame, keeps the cover from 
sliding up and helps to hold the cover taut. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a knock-down, fabric covered headboard. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a headboard of the type described in which the 
frame members and cover may be shipped and stored in 
a collapsed condition until ready for assembly. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a frame for headboards of the type described in which 
the side members thereof are essentially the same re 
gardless of the size of the headboard, and the only dif 
ference is in the length of the center section joining the 
side members. - 

Other objects and a fuller understanding of the inven 
tion will become apparent from reading the following 
detailed description of the preferred embodiment along 
with the accompanying claims in which: 
FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view illustrating 

the knock-down headboard frame with cover removed 
according to the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a ?rst type of 

relatively plain and simple cover which may be utilized 
in connection with the headboard frame of FIG. 1; 
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FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken substantially along 
line 3-3 in FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating the cover of 

FIG. 2 assembled onto the headboard frame of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a second example of a 

cushioned type of cover; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating the second 

type of cushioned cover mounted on the headboard 
frame of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially 

along lines 7-7 in FIGS. 5. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Turning now to the drawings, there is illustrated a 
fabric covered, knock-down headboard according to 
the present invention which includes, in general, a col 
lapsible frame 10 covered by a fabric cover (either plain 
cover 50 or cushioned cover 70). 
The knock-down frame is best illustrated in FIG. 1 

and includes a pair of opposed side members 12,14 con 
nected by a pair of center sections 28,38. Side members 
12,14 are substantially identical, therefore only side 
member 12 will be described in detail. An upright tubu 
lar post 16 includes a pair of tubular arms 18,20 extend 
ing at generally right angles thereto. The open bottom 
of tubular post 16 is provided with a domed metal or 
plastic glide 22 in accordance with conventional furni 
ture construction. Each upright post 14,16 is preferably 
but not necessarily, provided with a pair of vertically 
spaced holes 15 to mount a lamp, swinging table, or the 
like therein, if desired. Also, conventional slots 23 are 
provided in the lower portion of post 16 for the attach 
ment of conventional connecting or adapter plates 
which attach to the side rails of the bed frame or allow 
the frame to be attached to the wall. The placement of 
slots 23 (with arms 18,20 to the left or to the right) is the 
only difference between side member 12 and side mem 
ber 14. The remainder of the bed frame is not shown, 
because it is formed in a well-known manner. 
The center sections 28,38 are identical, therefore a 

detailed description of center section 28 will suffice. 
End portions 30,32 of reduced diameter extend out 
wardly from either end of the central body member 35 
for insertion into the adjacent tubular arm 24. The re 

- duced diameter forms a radial shoulder 36 which abutts 
the end of arms 18,20 to provide a means for controlling 
the overall length of the assembled frame. While fasten 
ers may be used to help secure the frame, they generally 
are not necessary as the cover 50 holds the frame rigidly 
together. Center section 38 is assembled identically 
between arms 20 of side members 12,14. 

In order for the frame to be adaptable for use as either 
a frame for twin, full, queen, or king size headboards, it 
is only necessary to change the center sections 28,38. As 
indicated in FIG. 1, dimension A is the effective or 
operable length of center sections 28,38. The length 
(dimension B) of arms 18,20 does not change, and is 
always preferably sixteen and one-fourth inches. Di 
mension A of the center sections 28,38 is six inches for 
twin size frames; twenty-one inches for full size frames; 
twenty-seven inches for queen size frames, and forty 
?ve inches for king size frames. Thus, when assembled, 
a twin headboard will be approximately thirty-eight and 
one-half inches in length; a full size headboard will be 
approximately ?fty-four inches in length; a queen size 
headboard will be approximately ?fty~nine and one-half 
inches in length; and a king size headboard will be ap 
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4 
proximately seventy-seven and one-half inches in 
length. 

Turning now to FIGS. 2-4, there is illustrated a sim 
ple fabric cover 50 which has the appearance of an 
inverted, U-shaped pocket member formed from front 
and rear fabric panels, 51a,51b. Such panels 51a,51b are 
folded or seamed at the top 56, as well as being seamed 
at the ends 52,54. The distance between seams 52,54 
should not exceed the distance between the upright 
posts 16 of the side members 12,14 of the assembled 
frame. Thus the cover 50 is stretched as it is assembled 
to tightly hold the frame together. 
The bottom 58 of cover 50 is left unseamed and ini 

tially open to slide over the frame 10, however, includes 
a fastening means, such as a pair of Velcro strips 60,62, 
on the inside front and outside rear surfaces of panels 
51a,51b near the lower edge. It is pointed out here that 
“Velcro” type fasteners are those that include a pair of 
opposed fabric members, one of which members is pro 
vided with a multiplicity of tiny loops and the other 
being provided with a multiplicity of tiny hooks. When 
pressed together the strips remain secured until suf? 
cient pressure in a direction normal to the plane of the 
fabric strips is exerted to pull them apart. The fabric 
cover 50 is assembled by slipping the pocket shaped 
member down over the frame 10, then pressing the 
Velcro strips 60,62 together beneath the lower arms 20 
and lower center section 38 of frame 10. It should be 
noted here that the Velcro strips 60,62 do not extend the 
entire length of cover 50, there being a slight space 
64,66 at each end through which the upright post 14,16 
extends when assembled. Further Velcro is an excellent 
fastening means, other fastening means such as snaps, 
ties, and the like are also contemplated. 
FIGS. 5-7 are illustrative of a second type of cover 

70 which is cushioned to form a pillowed effect on the 
headboard. Cover 70 includes a lower inverted, U 
shaped, picket portion 72 which is very similar to the 
cover 50 in that it is provided with a pair of opposed 
panels 76,78 which are folded or seamed at the top edge 
79 thereof and provided with an open bottom. Again, 
Velcro fastening strips 80,82 are provided on the inner 
surface of front panel 76 and the outer surface of rear 
panel 78 to join the fabric panels together once the 
cover 70 is mounted on frame 10. An upper portion 74 
is attached to the upper edge of lower portion 72 by 
seaming, or the like, and includes a front panel 84 and a 
fuller rear panel 86. Suitable stuffing material 88 is pro 
vided between the front and rear panels 84,86 respec 
tively to form the cushioned effect. A zipper 90 selec 
tively secures the upper opening between front and rear 
panels 84,86 to allow access to the interior thereof for 
emplacing the stuffing material therein. The stuffing 
material may be down, polyester ?lling material, poly 
meric foam, or any other type of conventional ?lling 
material. The upper portion of panel 84 is provided with 
a fastening strip 92 on the outer surface thereof. When 
folded down over the front panel 76 of the lower mem 
ber 72, strip 92 is selectively secured to the lower fasten 
ing strip 94 on front fabric panel 76. Again strips 92,94 
may be Velcro. Thus, when folded, the rear panel 86 of 
upper member 74 becomes the front, exposed portion of 
the cover 70 which provides the cushioned effect. 
The fabric covers 50,70 may be provided with any 

type of decorative fabric pattern which may be woven, 
imprinted or emplaced upon the fabric cover in any 
other conventional manner. ‘ 
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While the present invention has been described in 
detail hereinabove, it is apparent that various changes 
and modi?cations might be made without departing 
from the scope of the invention which is set forth in the 
accompanying claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A decorative, knock-down headboard comprising: 
(a) a knock-down frame including a pair of opposed 

side members, each side member having an upright 
tubular post with an upper and a lower tubular arm 
extending horizontally therefrom towards the cor 
responding upper and lower arms of the other side 
member, said upper arms of the opposed side mem 
bers being connected, when assembled, by a ?rst 
separable center section and said intermediate arms 
of the opposed side members being connected by a 
second separable center section; 

(b) a cover member including a pair of opposed fabric 
panels having top, bottom, and end edges and a 
front surface, the top and end edges of said fabric 
panels being seamed and the bottom edges being 
initially open, and releasable attaching means adja 
cent the bottom edges of the fabric panels on either 
side of said open bottom for selective closure 
thereof; 

(0) said cover member being assembled over the 
upper tubular arms of said frame, and said releas 
able attaching means being connected together 
around said lower tubular arms to secure the cover 
member thereto; and 

(d) the size and dimensions of said cover being such 
that, when assembled as set forth in subparagraph 
(c), said cover is tightly stretched over said frame 
members to retain them in assembled relation. 

2. The decorative headboard according to claim 1 
wherein said center sections each include a central body 
member which terminates in an end portion of reduced 
diameter, a radial shoulder connecting said central body 
member with said end portion, wherein said end section 
is inserted into the adjacent tubular arm of said side 
member and said shoulder limits the relative movement 
between said center section and said tubular arm to 
de?ne the horizontal dimension of said headboard 
frame. 

3. The decorative headboard according to claim 1 
wherein said releasable attaching means along the bot 
tom edges of the fabric panels surrounding the opening 
comprising a pair of mating hook and loop fastener 
strips. 

4. The decorative headboard according to claim 1 
wherein said center sections are provided in varying 
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lengths, each of which may be selectively assembled 
between said opposed side members, said center section 
being selected from one of said plurality of lengths 
depending upon whether said headboard is to be uti 
lized with a twin, full or queen, or king size headboard. 

5. The decorative headboard according to claim 1 
wherein said cover member further includes an upper 
cushioned portion formed from a second pair of fabric 
panels having upper and lower edges and a rear surface 
secured along the lower edge thereof to the top edge of 
said aforementioned fabric panels, the upper edges of 
said second pair of fabric panels being initially separated 
and provided with a fastening means therebetween, 
?lling material inserted between said upper fabric pan 
els, and means for securing the rear surface of said 
upper portion adjacent the upper edge thereof to the 
front surface of said ?rst fabric panels adjacent the 
lower edge thereof when said upper fabric panels are 
hinged down over said lower fabric members, thereby 
providing a cover with a cushioned front surface. 

6. A fabric cover for headboard frames of a type 
made from separate members comprising: 

(a) a cover member including a ?rst pair of opposed 
fabric panels having top, bottom, and end edges 
and a front surface; 

(b) the top and end edges of said fabric panels being 
closed and the bottom edges being initially open; 

(c) the bottom edges of said fabric panels surrounding 
said opening provided with releasable attaching 
means; 

(d) the size and dimensions of said cover being such 
that, when assembled on said headboard, said 
cover is tightly stretched thereover to retain said 
separable members in assembled relation; and 

(e) an upper cushioned portion formed from a second 
pair of fabric panels having upper and lower edges 
and a rear surface secured along the lower edge 
thereof to the top edge of said aforementioned 
fabric panels, the upper edges of said second pair of 
fabric panels being initially separated and provided 
with fastening means therebetween, ?lling material 
inserted between said upper fabric panels, and 
means for securing the rear surface of said upper 
portion adjacent the upper edge thereof to the 
front surface of said ?rst fabric panels adjacent the 
lower edge thereof when said upper fabric panels 
are hinged down over said lower fabric members 
thereby providing a cover with a cushioned front 
surface. 
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