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DIGITAL WIPE GENERATOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to wipe generators, and 
more particularly to a digital wipe generator having 

anti-aliasing to maintain sub-pixel resolution and having 
improved circle generation capability. 

In the video broadcast arts a wipe is a transition, 

normally accomplished in a video production switcher, 
between two video sources that follows a selected geo 

metric pattern. A wipe generator creates the selected 
geometric pattern by deriving a waveform that then 

controls video mixers in video switching circuits. Tradi 

tional wipe generators, such as that shown in FIG. 1, 

have a waveform generator section, a solid generator 

section, a matrix generator section and a clip and gain 

section. The waveform generator section has horizontal 

(H) and vertical (V) counters, a rotation multiplier ma 

trix, and absolute value circuits that produce wave 

forms X and Y. The X and Y waveforms are typically 

ramp and/or triangle waveforms that can be inverted 

and/ or rotated. The solid generator section contains 

arithmetic circuits that combine the X and/or Y wave 

forms in various ways to produce a third waveform WS 

called a “solid”. The clip and gain section performs a 

traditional operation upon the solid to produce the wipe 

waveform where the clip point pertains to the spatial 
position of the wipe transition and the gain pertains to 
the softness of the wipe transition. The matrix section 

produces “matrix” wipes that are a look-up table de 

rived wipe waveform, the look-up table being addressed 
by the X and Y waveforms. 

Current wipe generators are generally of analog ar 

chitecture. However a digital wipe generator is re 

quired for use with a digital switcher. The straight for 

ward approach would be to take the output of the ana 

log wipe generator and digitize the analog signals with 
appropriate analog to digital (A/D) converters. This 
approach results in noise caused distortions, i.e., circle 
patterns lose their shape when made small. Another 
approach is to take the analog architecture and convert 

directly to a digital design. Current attempts at a digital 

architecture have resulted in severe aliasing problems, 
i.e., the edges of lines that are not exactly horizontal or 

vertical demonstrate a staircase effect commonly called 
“jaggies”. 
What is desired is an anti-aliased digital wipe genera 

tor that maintains sub-pixel resolution and constant 

shape wipe patterns at all sizes. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly the present invention provides a digital 
wipe generator having anti-aliasing and having con 
stant wipe pattern shapes A waveform generator pro 
vides X and Y waveforms from an input sync signal, 
the waveforms being determined by operator input to a 
microprocessor. The X and Y waveforms are combined 
in a wipe solid generator to produce a wipe solid (WS) 
waveform which is subsequently used to mix various 
video signals to produce a desired video signal output. 
For wipe patterns involving curves a square root 
operation is required. The X and Y waveforms are 
squared, summed and then preshifted so that only a 
predetermined number of the most significant bits of 
the result of the mathematical operation is used to 
address a look-up table. The result obtained from the 
look-up table is then post-shifted by one-half the 
amount of the preshift to obtain the ?nal output. 
The objects, advantages and other novel features of 

the present invention are apparent from the following 
detailed description when read in conjunction with the 
appended claims and attached drawing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram for a traditional prior art 
analog wipe generator. 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram for a digital wipe generator 

according to the present invention. 
FIG. 3 is a block diagram for a digital wipe solid 

generator used in the digital wipe generator according 
to the present invention. 
FIG. 4 is a block diagram for a square root circuit 

used in the digital wipe solid generator according to the 
present invention. 
FIG. 5 is a block diagram for mixers used in the digi 

tal wipe generator according to the present invention. 
FIG. 6 is a representation of the various signals corre 

sponding to the mixers of FIG. 5. 
FIG. 7 is a block diagram for a segment generator 

used in the digital wipe solid generator according to the 
present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to FIG. 2 a digital wipe generator 10 
is shown having a basic architecture similar to the prior 
art analog wipe generators as shown in FIG. 1. A wave 
form generator 12 receives a composite video sync 
input and produces X and Y output digital waveforms, 
in the digital form 810.5 for a 16-bit word where S is the 
sign bit and the last ?ve bits are the fractional portion, 
using conventional H and V counters together with sine 
and cosine function generators, associated multipliers 
for rotation and adders for position adjustment. The X 
and Y waveforms are input to a digital wipe solid gener 
ator 14 to produce a wipe solid (WS) output digital 
waveform. The WS waveform is input to a mixer circuit 
16 to which also is input other digital input signals, such 
as luminance (YIN), chrominance (CIN), key (KIN) 
and mask (MIN) signals. The mixer circuit 16 combines 
the input signals according to the WS waveform to 
produce corresponding desired output signals, such as 
luminance (Y OUT), chrominance (COUT), key 
(KOUT) and mask (MOUT) signals. The waveform 
generator 12, wipe solid generator 14 and mixer circuit 
16 are connected together by a bus 18 to which also is 
connected a microprocessor 20. The microprocessor 20 
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provides appropriate control waveforms, data and 
clock signals to the various modules connected to the 
bus 18 according to inputs received via an input/output 
(I/O) port. 
The wipe solid generator 14 is shown in greater detail 

in FIG. 3. The X and Y waveforms are input respec 
tively to a matrix/combiner circuit 22, an arithmetic 
logic unit (ALU) 24 and a circle generator 26. Under 
control of various control waveforms and clocks from 
the bus 18 the ALU 24 and circle generator 26 perform 
appropriate manipulations upon the X and Y wave 
forms, the results of which are input to the matrix/com 
biner circuit 2 to produce the desired wipe pattern 
waveform WS where WS=F(X,Y), all under control of 
the microprocessor 20 via the bus. As shown in FIG. 1 
traditionally matrix PROMs for matrix wipes have been 
driven by the H and V counters in the waveform gener 
ator 12. However in the digital wipe generator 10 all 
waveforms are digital and any of them can drive the 
matrix PROMs of the matrix/combiner circuit 22. 
Using the X and Y waveforms allows rotate/aspect 
ratio type manipulations of matrix patterns. 
The circle generator 26 as shown in FIG. 4 performs 

the basic arithmetic function 

to produce a desired curved output. The X and Y wave 
forms are input to respective multipliers 28, 30. The 
resulting products from the multipliers 28, 30 are input 
to an adder 32 to sum the products. The output of the 
adder 32 is input to an encoder 34 and a preshifter 36. 
The encoder 34 detects the number of leading zeros in 
the output from the combiner 32 to generate appropri 
ate shift commands for the preshifter 36 to normalize 
the output by shifting up. The output of the preshifter 
36, which is the most signi?cant bits after the leading 
zeros of the combiner output, serves as an address to a 
square root look-up table 38. The output of the square 
root look-up table 38 is input to a post-shifter 40 to 
compensate for the pre-shift by shifting down, the 
amount of the shift being determined by the encoder 34 
as one-half of that for the preshifter 36. The output of 
the post-shifter 40 is the desired curve output which is 
then input to the matrix/combiner circuit 22 of the wipe 
solid generator 14. For ease of implementation the pre 
shift command is constrained to be an even integer 
number so that the post-shift command is an integer 
number. . 

The WS waveform from the wipe solid generator 14 
is input to a split/modulate circuit 42 as shown in FIG. 
5 which produces a mirror image pattern, if desired, 
and/ or takes an outside signal source MIN to add to the 
WS waveform after a gain multiply determined by data 
on the bus 18 to output a split wipe solid (SWS) wave 
form. The SWS waveform from the split/modulate 
circuit 42 is input to a plurality of clip and gain circuits 
44, 46 to produce a key signal to drive various mixing 
circuits 52, 54 which actually perform the video transi 
tions. A digital clip and gain circuit suitable for the 
present application is described in U.S. Pat. No. 
4,771,192 issued Sept. 13, l988 to Richard A. Jackson 
entitled “Digital Clip and Gain Circuit”. Since some 
functions of the wipe solid generator 14 produce WS 
waveforms that can step abruptly from zero to one in a 
single sample period which violates the Nyquist criteria 
and produces jaggies, a ?lter circuit 56 is inserted be 
tween the crop and border clip and gain circuits 44, 46 
and the mixer circuits 52, 54. The ?lter circuit 56 may 
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4 
be a simple four-point two-dimensional ?lter and insures 
that the key signals which are input to the mixer circuits 
52, 54 are always in-band, allowing for rotation of ma 
trix patterns which have step edges. A border matte 
generator 50 is controlled via the control bus 18 to 
generate a suitable border for mixing with the ?rst 
video (VIDEO 1) which has the YIN, CIN and KIN 
components. As illustrated in FIG. 6 the ?ltered output 
from the border clip/ gain circuit 46 (BM) is input to the 
?rst mixer 52 to provide a mix between the ?rst video 
and the matte. The ?ltered output from the crop clip/ 
gain circuit 44 is input to the second mixer 54 to provide 
a mix between a second video (VIDEO 2) and the out 
put of the ?rst mixer 52 to produce the video output 
signal (OUT). As shown the OUT signal represents a 
wipe between VIDEO 1 and VIDEO 2 with a border 
MATTE between. 

Since the clip and gain circuits 44, 46 operate with, 
for example, sixteen bit resolution, and the input wipe 
pattern SWS is in the form of a number having a certain 
number of fractional bits, sub-pixel resolution may be 
attained. This is equivalent to a signal that has been 
interpolated up to a sampling rate 2" times the original 
sampling rate, where n equals the number of fractional 
bits. The key signal is than obtained by decimating back 
down to the original rate. For example: 

Line 1: 0 .5 1 
Line 1’: 0 0 0 .25 .5 .75 l l 1 
Line 2: 0 .25 1 
Line 2': 0 O O 0 .25 .5 .75 l 1 

Lines 1 and 2 represent the sampling points of a key 
(and video) signal. Lines 1' and 2' represent zero to one 
transition at a sampling rate four times that of the video, 
i.e., two bits fractional resolution. As the transition 
moves to the right, going from lines 1 to 2, the video 
version makes a smooth interpolation and retains the 
actual position. Since the output is needed at the video 
sample times only, the other points are not computed 
and the hardware does not need to run at the higher 
rate. This results in an anti-aliased digital wipe. 
The difference between source and target repeats 

becomes evident when the wipe patterns are rotated. 
Target repeats are de?ned to be wipe patterns where 
each individual member of the repeated pattern rotates 
about it’s own center. Source repeats rotate the entire 
repeated wipe pattern about the center as de?ned by the 
operator. Repeats are accomplished by multiplying up 
the X and Y ramp/ triangle waveforms in the waveform 
generator 12 and truncating the most signi?cant bit to 
produce multiple ramp/triangle waveforms. Target 
repeats perform this operation before the rotation ma 
trix while source repeats do it after the rotation matrix. 

Aspect ratio is implemented by introducing gain fac 
tors into the rotation matrix multiply in the waveform 
generator 12. The manner in which these factors are 
introduced determines if aspect ratio is source or target. 
If aspect ratio is target, the rotated pattern does not 
change shape. If aspect ratio is source, then the shape of 
the wipe pattern changes as it is rotated. 

Finally segmented wipe patterns are a two pass wipe 
where in the ?rst pass, or ?rst half of a transition, a 
normal wipe occurs only in de?ned “segments.” The 
second pass, or second half of the transition, wipes the 
segments that were unmodi?ed in the ?rst pass, thus 
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completing the wipe. The segments are slices of equal 
and adjustable size which can be driven by the X or Y 
waveforms. Segmentation is a modi?er that can be ap 
plied to any wipe pattern. As shown in FIG. 7 the X and 
Y segment generators 62, 64 derive a one bit waveform 
from the appropriate least signi?cant bits of the X and Y 
waveforms under control of the microprocessor 20. A 
modulator 66, under control of the segmented wave 
forms from the segment generators 62, 64, forces the 
solid waveform to either it’s maximum or minimum 
value. For example in the ?rst pass wherever a selected 
segment waveform is “1”, the wipe solid waveform is 
forced to maximum which inhibits the wipe from occur 
ring in those areas. During the second pass wherever 
the segment waveform is “0”, the wipe solid waveform 
is forced to its minimum value which retains the 
“wiped” condition attained previously while the normal 
wipe occurs in the remaining areas. The modulator 66 
“ANDs” the segment waveforms to make them useable 
simultaneously. 
Thus the present invention provides a digital wipe 

generator with an improved circle pattern generation 
capability and an anti-aliased output due to the use of 
fractional bits in the digital words and the use of shifting 
to use a lesser bit look-up table for a square root func 
tion as well as providing other unique wipe effects. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A digital wipe generator comprising: 
means for generating from timing signals digital 

waveforms; 
means for performing arithmetical operations on the 

digital waveforms; 
means for generating a desired curve pattern from the 

digital waveforms; 
means for matrixing and combining the digital wave 

forms with the outputs of the performing means 
and the desired curve pattern generating means to 
produce a digital wipe solid waveform represent 
ing a desired wipe pattern; and 
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6 
means for combining the digital wipe solid waveform 
with external signals to produce a desired wipe 
transition. 

2. A digital wipe generator as recited in claim 1 
wherein the desired curve pattern generating means 
comprises: 
means for calculating an intermediate output repre 

senting the sum of the squares of the digital wave 
forms; 

means for normalizing the intermediate output to 
obtain an addressed pointer which uses only a pre 
determined number of the most signi?cant bits 
after leading zeros of the intermediate output; 

means for producing a square root output represent 
ing the square root of the intermediate output using 
the address pointer; and 

means for shifting the square root output to produce 
the desired curve pattern. 

3. A digital wipe generator as recited in claim 1 
wherein the combining means comprises: 
means for splitting and modulating the digital wipe 

solid waveform to produce a split waveform signal; 
means for clipping and amplifying the split waveform 

signal to produce an anti-aliased key signal; and 
means for mixing external signals with the anti-aliased 
key signal to produce the desired wipe transition. 

4. A digital wipe generator as recited in claim 3 
wherein the combining means further comprises means 
for ?ltering the anti-aliased key signal from the clipping 
an amplifying means to produce a ?ltered anti-aliased 
key signal for input to the mixing means to produce the 
desired wipe transition. 

5. A digital wipe generator as recited in claim 3 
wherein the clipping and amplifying means comprises: 
means for interpolating the split waveform signal by 

using fractional bits of the split waveform signal; 
and 

means for decimating the interpolated split waveform 
signal to produce the anti-aliased key signal. 
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