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TOW BAR AND METHOD OF USE THEREOF 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to trailer hitches and 
tow bars, and more particularly, to tow bars which are 
removably attached to the towed unit. The novel de 
vice allows for ease of attachment to the towing unit, 
convenient storage of the device when not in use, and 
simple construction which allows the device to be both 
lightweight and sturdy. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In the past, farmers, ranchers, construction workers, 
and other individuals who require heavy or large equip 
ment at remote job sites have faced the problem of 
transportation back from that job site. Since return of 
the heavy or large equipment to a “home” location at 
the end of the work day is usually cost and time prohibi 
tive, the situation requires that either a minimum of two 
individuals and two vehicles, one of which can deliver 
the individuals back to the home location be sent to the 
job site, a pick-up service be instituted if only one per 
son is required at the job site, or some other equally 
inconvenient method be devised. Since oftentimes two 
individuals are not required at a job site, especially in 
the case of farmers or ranchers, the situation has often 
been remedied by towing a second vehicle. 

Various hitches and tow bars have been devised to 
facilitate the towing of the second vehicle. However, 
problems are oftentimes encountered with these hitches 
and tow bars. Some of these problems include that the 
hitches are cumbersome to install and use, that they are 
cumbersome to remove and/or store when not in use, 
and that the hitching process creates alignment prob 
lems between the towing unit and the towed vehicle 
which are not easily solvable by a single individual. An 
additional concern is the positive tracking of the towed 
vehicle to the towing unit. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a hitch and tow bar which can be universally 
mounted. It is a further object of the invention to pro 
vide a hitch and tow bar which are easily installed and 
used as well as easily removed and/or stored. A ?nal 
object of the invention is to provide a hitch and tow bar 
which are simple in construction and lightweight, yet 
sturdy. Other objects and features will be in part appar 
ent and in part pointed out hereinafter. 
The invention accordingly comprises the product 

and method hereinafter described, the scope of the in 
vention being indicated in the following claims. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is attached to a conventional 
luggage rack which has been affixed to the front end of 
an all terrain vehicle (ATV), in particular, or other 
lightweight vehicle as desired, to allow the ATV to be 
towed behind a piece of large or heavy equipment. It is 
simple in construction requiring a mounting bracket/ 
stabilizer assembly, a handle bar attachment bracket, a 
storage bracket, and a tow bar/tie rod assembly. The 
device is constructed of any of numerous known materi 
als which are capable of withstanding the relatively low 
stress associated with towing a lightweight vehicle. 
The mounting bracket of the instant device is at 

tached to the luggage rack with “U" shaped bolts in 
such manner that the stabilizer can also be attached to 
the rack to reduce twisting of the mounting bracket. In 
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use, the mounting bracket receives the pivot shaft of the 
tow bar/tie rod assembly which attaches to the towing 
vehicle. 
The handle bar attachment bracket is attached to the 

handle bar of the ATV or other towed vehicle and 
receives the tie rod of the tow bar/tie rod assembly and 
provides for positive steering when the ATV or other 
lightweight vehicle is being towed. 
The storage bracket is attached to the luggage rack 

affixed to the ATV or other towed vehicle at a location 
spaced apart from the mounting bracket. When not in 
use, the tow bar/tie rod assembly may be stored conve 
niently on the towed vehicle with this bracket. 
The tow bar/tie rod assembly consists of a pivot 

shaft, a plurality of telescoping bars, a clevis and pin or 
other mechanism for attaching the tow bar to the tow 
ing vehicle, and a tie rod. The pivot shaft of the tow 
bar/tie rod assembly is sized to be received by the 
mounting bracket attached to the luggage rack and is 
held in place by a locking means, such as a cotter pin, 
inserted perpendicularly to the longitudinal axis of the 
pivot shaft beneath the mounting bracket. This pivot 
shaft is attached to the telescoping tow bar by a yoke 
which permits the tow bar to move freely in a vertical 
plane. The tow bar is composed of a plurality of tele 
scoping bars, which can be extended to provide the 
desired separation between the towing and towed vehi 
cles or telescoped to permit storage. An attaching 
means, such as a clevis and pin, is attached to the end of 
the tow bar furthest from the pivot shaft. The tie rod is 
attached to the tow bar/tie rod assembly near the pivot 
shaft in such manner that rotation of the tow bar about 
the pivot shaft will be communicated through the tie 
rod to the handle bar attachment bracket mounted on 
the handle bar of the ATV and will thus serve to steer 
the ATV and cause it to follow the towing vehicle 
without unacceptable sway from side to side. In one 
embodiment, the tie rod will be obtusely angled such 
that the free end of the tie rod and the handle bar of the 
ATV will meet in a perpendicular relationship and the 
?rst end attached to the tow bar will be in near perpen 
dicular relationship with the tow bar thereby providing 
the positive steering desired. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying drawings, in which one of vari 
ous possible embodiments of the invention is illustrated, 
FIG. 1 shows the front structure of an all terrain 

vehicle with a luggage rack permanently attached 
thereto and the mounting bracket/stabilizer assembly 
and storage bracket of applicant’s unique invention 
semi-permanently mounted onto the luggage rack. 
FIG. 2 shows the tow bar of applicant’s unique inven 

tion assembled and ready for attachment to a towing 
vehicle. 
FIG. 3 shows the tow bar of applicant’s unique inven 

tion in its stored condition on the front of an all terrain 
vehicle. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
DRAWINGS 

Referring now to the drawings wherein like refer 
ence characters represent like elements, FIG. 1 shows 
mounting bracket/stabilizer assembly 5 and storage 
bracket 14 semi-permanently mounted onto the luggage 
rack affixed to an all terrain vehicle (ATV) by conven 
tional mounting means. Mounting bracket/stabilizer 
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assembly 5 consists of mounting bracket 10 and stabi 
lizer bar 12. Stabilizer bar 12 is designed relative to the 
con?guration of the ATV and maintains mounting 
bracket 10 in an essentially vertical orientation relative 
to the vehicle. In a preferred embodiment, mounting 
bracket 10 constitutes a tubular member which is at 
tached to the ATV by a semi-permanent mounting 
means, such as bolting. Storage bracket 14 is a clevis 
which is attached by conventional means to the luggage 
rack on the ATV. Storage bracket 14 accepts the tele 
scoping bar 0 applicant’s unique device for storage 
when the tow bar is not in use. A locking pin 16 retains 
the tow bar in the stored position. Handle bar attach 
ment bracket 18 is attached to the handle bar of the 
ATV. The function of handle bar attachment bracket 18 
will be discussed later. 
FIG. 2 shows tow bar/tie rod assembly 1 installed 

into mounting bracket 10. In a preferred embodiment, 
pivot shaft 20 of tow bar/tie rod assembly 1 is a cylin 
drical member sized to rotatably mate with mounting 
bracket 10 and is held in position by lock pin 22. Lock 
pin 22 may be a bolt, cotter pin, or other known means 
of preventing one member from being withdrawn from 
another member. Yoke 24 is rigidly attached to pivot 
shaft 20 at the end opposite from lock pin 22.. Yoke 24 
may be attached to pivot shaft 20 by any means capable 
of providing a rigid attachment, such as welding, bolt 
ing, or riveting. Extendable bar 26 is attached to yoke 
24 by means of pivot pin 28. Pivot pin 28 permits ex 
tendable bar 26 to accommodate any differences in 
height between the hitch or tow plate attached to the 
towing vehicle (not shown) and yoke 24. Extendable 
bar 26 is composed of a plurality of telescoping sections. 
In the instant drawings, three telescoping segments 26a, 
26b, and 260 are shown. Each telescoping segment is 
sized to ?t within the preceding one to permit the tow 
bar to be shortened to the approximate width of the 
ATV for storage, as shown in FIG. 3. In use, telescop 
ing segments 26a, 26b, and 26c are pulled to full exten 
sion and held in position by a plurality of locking pins 
29. Final telescoping segment 26c terminates in a tow 
attachment, such as clevis 30. In use, clevis 30 would be 
attached to the hitch or tow plate affixed to the towing 
vehicle and held in place by a clevis pin 32. A steering 
bar 34 is also rigidly attached to yoke 24 and pivot shaft 
20. Steering bar 34 is connected by tie rod 36 to handle 
bar attachment bracket 18. In use, when clevis 30 moves 
in a horizontal plane, steering bar 34 will be caused to 
rotate around the central axis of mounting bracket 10 
and will in turn act through tie rod 36 to move the 
handle bars of the ATV thereby causing the wheel of 
the ATV to positively track in the direction in which 
clevis 30 has moved. 
FIG. 3 shows tow bar/tie rod assembly 1 in the 

stored position. In use, clevis 30 is detached from the 
towing vehicle (not shown) and tie rod 26 is detached 
from handle bar attachment bracket 18. Telescoping 
segment 26c is then received into telescoping segment 
26b, both of which are received by telescoping segment 
26a. Extendable bar 26, which is composed of telescop 
ing segments 26a, 26b, and 26C is then rotated via pivot 
shaft 20 within mounting bracket 10 and mates with 
storage_bracket 14. Rotation of pivot shaft 20 causes 
steering bar 34 to move in a horizontal plane such that 
tie rod 36 may be rotated and mated with storage 
bracket 14. Extendable bar 26 and tie rod 36 are then 
secured within storage bracket 14 by locking pin 16. In 
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a preferred embodiment, expendable bar 26 and tie rod 
36 will be essentially the same width as the ATV. 

In use, the person who is moving the heavy or large 
equipment to a remote job site would drive the ATV or 
other vehicle to be towed behind the heavy or large 
equipment. The tow bar/tie rod assembly would be 
released from the storage bracket and rotated into align 
ment with the hitch of the heavy or large equipment. 
The tow bar would be extended its full length and the 
extensions locked in position. The tow bar would then 
be attached to the hitch on the heavy or large equip 
ment. The tie bar would then be attached to the handle 
bar of the ATV or other vehicle at the handle bar at 
tachment bracket and secured. The user would then be 
able to tow the ATV or other lightweight vehicle to the 
remote job site and release the towed vehicle from the 
towing unit by reversing the procedure. 
As will be apparent from examination of the drawings 

and the accompanying description, the present inven 
tion will provide farmers, ranchers, construction work 
ers, and other individuals who require transportation 
back from a remote job site with a tow bar which can be 
easily and safely employed, which can be easily assem 
bled and disassembled by one individual, and which is 
conveniently stored in such a manner that the luggage 
rack is accessible and usable. Likewise, it can be easily 
attached and removed from the towed vehicle, as de 
sired. 

In one embodiment, the present invention is con 
structed of materials which will allow a vehicle of up to 
six hundred ?fty pounds to be towed at a maximum 
speed of twenty-?ve miles per hour and will weigh four 
pounds. However, as various changes could be made in 
the above product without departing from the scope of 
the invention, it is intended that all matter contained in 
the above description or shown in the accompanying 
drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a 
limiting sense. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A tow bar mechanism suitable for towing a light 

weight vehicle behind a towing vehicle, said tow bar 
mechanism comprising a mounting bracket assembly, a 
tow bar/tie rod assembly, and a steering mechanism 
attachment bracket; said mounting bracket assembly 
being installed on the front end of said towed vehicle; 
said tow bar/tie rod assembly being pivotally mounted 
in said mounting bracket assembly such that said tow 
bar may be engaged with said towing vehicle, said tow 
bar consisting of telescoping sections having relation 
ship to each other such that when said tow bar is fully 
extended, it has a length sufficient to maintain desired 
separation between said towed vehicle and said towing 
vehicle and when it is fully telescoped, it may be conve 
niently rotated and stored on the towed vehicle thus 
permitting the towed vehicle to be operated without the 
necessity of removing the tow bar/tie rod assembly 
from the vehicle; and said steering mechanism attach 
ment bracket being suitably mounted on the steering 
mechanism of said towed vehicle such that said bracket 
may receive the free end of the tie rod portion of said 
tow bar/tie rod assembly and permit positive steering of 
said towed vehicle such that the relationship between 
said towed vehicle and said towing vehicle will be 
maintained. 

2. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 1 
wherein a storage bracket is suitably mounted on the 
front end of said towed vehicle at a point spaced apart 
from said mounting bracket assembly such that said 
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storage bracket will receive the free end of said tow bar 
when in its telescoped condition and permit said tow 
bar/tie rod assembly to be stored when not in use, 
thereby permitting the towed vehicle to be operated 
without the necessity of removing the tow bar/tie rod 
assembly from said towed vehicle. 

3. A toe bar mechanism according to claim 2, wherein 
said tow bar/tie rod assembly consists of a pivot shaft, 
a yoke, a plurality of telescoping tubes, an attachment 
means, and a tie rod assembly; said pivot shaft being 
sized to pivotally mate with said mounting bracket 
assembly, said pivot shaft being maintained in position 
within said mounting bracket assembly by an attach 
ment pin which has been inserted perpendicularly to the 
longitudinal axis of said pivot shaft, and said pivot shaft 
further being attached to the ?rst end of the ?rst of said 
plurality of telescoping tubes by a yoke, which yoke 
permits said plurality of telescoping tubes to move 
freely in a vertical plane containing the longitudinal axis 
of said pivot shaft; said plurality of telescoping tubes 
being extendable to maintain suitable distance between 
said towed vehicle and said towing vehicle, said plural 
ity of telescoping tubes being ?xed in the extended 
condition by a plurality of removable locking pins, said 
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plurality of telescoping tubes further being capable of 25 
being telescoped to a shortened condition suitable for 
storing within said storage bracket, and a second end on 
the ?nal tube of said plurality of telescoping tubes is 
equipped with said attachment means; said attachment 
means being suitable for attaching a towed vehicle to a 
towing vehicle; and said tie rod assembly comprising a 
tie rod and a steering bar wherein a ?rst end of said tie 
rod is attached to said pivot shaft/yoke assembly via 
said steering bar and a second end of said tie rod is 
attached to said steering mechanism attachment 
bracket, whereby rotation of said tow bar about the 
longitudinal axis of said pivot shaft is communicated 
through said tie rod assembly to said steering mecha 
nism of said towed vehicle thus causing said towed 
vehicle to positively follow said towing vehicle. 

4. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 3 
wherein said mounting bracket assembly, said steering 
mechanism attachment bracket, and said storage 
bracket are semi-permanently mounted onto said towed 
vehicle. 

5. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 1 
wherein said mounting bracket assembly consists of a 
hollow, cylindrical mounting bracket affixed to a stabi 
lizer assembly which is suitably installed on the front 
end of said towed vehicle such that the axis of said 
hollow, cylindrical mounting bracket will be main 
tained in a substantially vertical alignment so as to per 
mit said tow bar/tie rod assembly to move freely in a 
substantially horizontal plane. 

6. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 5 
wherein a steering mechanism attachment bracket is 
suitably mounted on the steering mechanism of said 
towed vehicle such that said bracket may receive the 
free end of the tie rod portion of said tow bar/tie rod 
assembly and permit positive steering of said towed 
vehicle such that the relationship between said towed 
vehicle and said towing vehicle will be maintained. 

7. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 6 
wherein the tow bar portion of said tow bar/tie rod 
assembly is composed of telescoping sections having 
relationship to each other such that when said tow bar 
is fully extended, it has a length suf?cient to maintain 
desired separation between towed vehicle and said 
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towing vehicle, and when it is fully telescoped, it may 
be conveniently rotated and stored on the towed vehi 
cle thus permitting the towed vehicle to be operated 
without the necessity of removing the tow bar/ tie rod 
assembly from the vehicle. 

8. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 7 
wherein a storage bracket is suitably mounted on the 
front end of said towed vehicle at a point spaced apart 
from said mounting bracket assembly such that said 
storage bracket will receive the free end of said tow bar 
when in its telescoped condition and permit said tow 
bar/tie rod assembly to be stored when not in use, 
thereby permitting the towed vehicle to be operated 
without the necessity of removing the tow bar/tie rod 
assembly from said towed vehicle. 

9. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 8 
wherein said tow bar/tie rod assembly consists of a 
pivot shaft, a yoke, a plurality of telescoping tubes, an 
attachment means, and a tie rod assembly; said pivot 
shaft being sized to pivotally mate with a hollow, cylin 
drical mounting bracket of said mounting bracket as 
sembly, said pivot shaft being maintained in position 
within-said mounting bracket assembly by an attach 
ment pin which has been inserted perpendicularly to the 
longitudinal axis of said pivot shaft, and said pivot shaft 
further being attached to the ?rst end of the ?rst of said 
plurality of telescoping tubes by a yoke, which yoke 
permits said plurality of telescoping tubes to move 
freely in a vertical plane containing the longitudinal axis 
of said pivot shaft; said plurality of telescoping tubes 
being extendable to maintain a suitable distance be 
tween said towed vehicle and said towing vehicle, said 
plurality of telescoping tubes being ?xed in the ex 
tended condition by a plurality of removable locking 
pins, said plurality of telescoping tubes further being 
capable of being telescoped to a shortened condition 
suitable for storing within said storage bracket, and a 
second end on the ?nal tube of said plurality of telescop 
ing tubes is equipped with attachment means; said at 
tachment means being suitable for attaching a towed 
vehicle to a towing vehicle; and said tie rod assembly 
comprising a tie rod and a steering bar wherein a ?rst 
end of said tie rod is attached to said pivot shaft/yoke 
assembly via said steering bar and a second end of said 
tie rod is attached to said steering mechanism attach 
ment bracket whereby rotation of said tow bar about 
the longitudinal axis of said pivot shaft is communicated 
through said tie rod assembly to said steering mecha 
nism of said towed vehicle thus causing said towed 
vehicle to positively follow said towing vehicle. 

10. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 9 
wherein said mounting bracket assembly, said steering 
mechanism attachment bracket, and said storage 
bracket are semi-permanently mounted onto said towed 
vehicle. _ 

11. A tow bar mechanism suitable for towing an all 
terrain vehicle behind a towing vehicle, which all ter 
rain vehicle has a front mounted luggage rack, said tow 
bar mechanism comprising a mounting bracket/stabil 
izer assembly, a handle bar attachment brackets, a stor 
age bracket, and a telescoping tow bar/tie rod assem 
bly; said mounting bracket/stabilizer assembly being 
installed on the luggage rack attached to the front end 
of said all terrain vehicle; said handle bar attachment 
bracket being mounted on the handle bar of said all 
terrain vehicle; said storage bracket being mounted on 
said luggage rack at a location spaced apart from said 
mounting bracket/stabilizer assembly; and said tele 
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scoping tow bar/tie rod assembly being pivotally 
mounted in said mounting bracket/stabilizer assembly 
such that said tow bar may be extended and engaged 
with said towing vehicle when in use or collapsed and 
contained within said storage bracket when said tow 
bar is not in use. 

12. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 11 
wherein said mounting bracket/ stabilizer assembly con 
sists of a hollow, cylindrical mounting bracket af?xed to 
a stabilizer bracket, which mounting bracket/stabilizer 
assembly is installed on the luggage rack attached to the 
front end of said all terrain vehicle such that the longitu 
dinal axis of said hollow, cylindrical mounting bracket 
will be maintained in a substantially vertical position. 

13. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 12 
wherein said handle bar attachment bracket is suitably 
mounted on the handle bar of said all terrain vehicle 
such that said bracket may receive a ?rst end of the tie 
rod portion of said telescoping tow bar/ tie rod assembly 
and permit positive steering of said all terrain vehicle 
such that the relationship between said all terrain vehi 
cle and said towing vehicle will be maintained. 

14. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 13 
wherein said telescoping tow bar/tie rod assembly con 
sists of a pivot shaft, a yoke, a plurality of telescoping 
tubes, and a tie rod assembly; said pivot shaft being 
sized to pivotally mate with said hollow, cylindrical 
mounting bracket of said mounting bracket/stabilizer 
assembly, said pivot shaft being maintained in position 
within said hollow, cylindrical mounting bracket of said 
mounting bracket/stabilizer assembly by an attachment 
pin which has been inserted perpendicularly to the lon 
gitudinal axis of said pivot shaft, and said pivot shaft 
further being attached to the ?rst end of the ?rst of said 
plurality of telescoping tubes by a yoke, which yoke 
permits said plurality of telescoping tubes to move 
freely in a vertical plane, which vertical plane substan 
tially includes the longitudinal axis of said pivot shaft; 
said plurality of telescoping tubes being extendable to 
maintain suitable distance between said all terrain vehi 
cle and said towing vehicle, said plurality of telescoping 
tubes being held in the extended condition by a plurality 
of removable locking pins, the ?nal tube of said plural 
ity of telescoping tubes having a second end with an 
attachment means suitable for attaching said all terrain 
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vehicle to said towing vehicle, and said plurality of 45 
telescoping tubes further being capable of telescoping 
one into the other to accomplish a signi?cant reduction 
in overall length, which reduction in length permits said 
tow bar/tie rod assembly to be stored within said stor 
age bracket when in said telescoped condition; and said 
tie rod portion of said tow bar/tie rod assembly com 
prising a tie rod and a steering bar, said tie rod having a 
?rst end attached to said handle bar attachment bracket 
and a second end attached to said steering bar, which 
steering bar is fastened to said yoke, such that rotation 
of said tow bar about the longitudinal axis of said pivot 
shaft will be communicated through said steering bar 
and said tie rod to said handle bar of said all terrain 
vehicle thereby causing said all terrain vehicle to posi 
tively follow said towing vehicle, 

15. A tow bar mechanism according to claim 14 
wherein said mounting bracket/ stabilizer assembly, said 
steering mechanism attachment bracket, and said stor 
age bracket are semi-permanently mounted onto said 
towed vehicle, 

16. A tow bar mechanism suitable for towing an all 
terrain vehicle behind a towing vehicle, which all ter 
rain vehicle has a front mounted luggage rack, said tow 
bar mechanism comprising a mounting bracket/stabil 
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8 
izer assembly, a handle bar attachment bracket, a stor 
age bracket, and a telescoping tow bar/tie rod assembly 
wherein said mounting bracket/stabilizer assembly, said 
handle bar attachment bracket, and said storage bracket 
are semipermanently mounted onto said towed vehicle; 
said mounting bracket/ stabilizer assembly being in 
stalled on the luggage rack attached to the front end of 
said all terrain vehicle; said handle bar attachment 
bracket being mounted on the handle bar of said all 
terrain vehicle; said storage bracket being mounted on 
said luggage rack at a location spaced apart from said 
mounting bracket/stabilizer assembly; and said tele 
scoping tow bar/tie rod assembly being pivotally 
mounted in said mounting bracket/stabilizer assembly 
such that said telescoping tow bar portion of said tow 
bar/tie rod assembly may be extended and engaged 
with said towing vehicle when in use or collapsed and 
contained within said storage bracket when said tow 
bar portion is not in use. 

17. A method of towing an all terrain vehicle behind 
a towing vehicle, which all terrain vehicle has a front 
mounted luggage rack, a mounting bracket/stabilizer 
assembly mounted upon said luggage rack, and a handle 
bar attachment bracket mounted upon the handle bar of 
said all terrain vehicle, which method comprises the 
steps of: (l) mating a telescoping tow bar/tie rod assem 
bly with said mounting bracket/stabilizer assembly, 
which tow bar/tie rod assembly consists of a tow bar 
having a ?rst end attached to a pivot mechanism de 
signed to mate with said mounting bracket/stabilizer 
assembly and a second end equipped with means for 
attachment to said towing vehicle, said tow bar/tie rod 
assembly further being equipped with a tie rod having a 
?rst end attached to said tow bar/tie rod assembly in 
proximity to said pivot mechanism, wherein said tow 
bar/tie rod assembly is mated with said mounting brack 
et/stabilizer assembly, and a second end adapted to be 
attached to said handle bar attachment bracket; (2) 
fastening said tow bar/tie rod assembly in said mount 
ing bracket/stabilizer assembly so as to prevent it from 
becoming unintentionally detached therefrom; (3) con 
necting said second end of said tie rod to said handle bar 
attachment bracket; and (4) attaching said second end of 
said tow bar to said towing vehicle whereby when said 
towing vehicle is operated, the tow bar will maintain 
the desired separation between said all terrain vehicle 
and said towing vehicle and said tie rod will control the 
steering mechanism of said all terrain vehicle so that 
said all terrain vehicle will positively follow behind said 
towing vehicle. 

18. A method of towing an all terrain vehicle behind 
a towing vehicle according to claim 17 wherein the tow 
bar portion of the tow bar/tie rod assembly comprises a 
plurality of telescoping tubes, which tubes may be 
locked in an extended condition to maintain desired 
separation between said towing vehicle and said all 
terrain vehicle, or which tubes may alternatively be 
telescoped into a retracted condition thereby signi? 
cantly shortening the length of said tow bar portion and 
thus permitting said second end of said tow bar to be 
attached to a storage bracket mounted upon said lug 
gage rack of said all terrain vehicle, which storage 
bracket is spaced apart from said mounting bracket/ 
stabilizer assembly, whereby the reduced length tow 
bar/tie rod assembly may be left mounted upon said all 
terrain vehicle during those times when said all terrain 
vehicle is operated independently from the towing vehi 
cle. 
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