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VANE SPRING FOR AIR MOTOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a spring for biasing a radially 
slidable vane in a rotary ?uid power converter. 

Fluid power converters such as vane-type air motors 
have a rotor with vanes free to slide in radial vane slots. 
The rotor is eccentrically mounted within an enclosed 
cylinder which allows the vanes to radially project 
from the rotor during the cycle of rotation. Fluid pres 
sure acts on one side of the projecting vanes to create 
torque on the rotor shaft. The vanes are biased radially 
outward to seal against the cylinder. A good seal is 
especially important during start-up and for operation 
at low rotational speeds. 
For vanes that are short in both radial height and 

axial length but have considerable radial travel, a dou 
ble torsion spring having a conventional straight con?g 
uration is often used as the biasing mechanism. The 
conventional spring results in many spring failures and 
leakage around the vanes. A straight wire connects the 
two coils of the double torsion spring and supports the 
base of the vane. The vane base rubs against the con 
necting wire causing wear and eventually failure of the 
spring. A straight arm member extends from each coil 
and has rounded tips which abut against the bottom of 
the vane slot. As the motor rotates and the vanes move 
in and out of the slots, the springs de?ect and the arm 
tips slide on the bottom of the vane slot. This sliding 
results in wear and eventual failure of the spring. At 
maximum vane extension, the short vane height results 
in a small portion of the vane remaining within the vane 
slot to support the pressure loaded cantilevered portion 
of the vane outside of the vane slot. Without adequate 
support in the slot, the vanes are subject to misalign 
ment and increased wear and leakage around the vane. 
An air motor with a broken spring or worn vanes 

does not operate efficiently and must be disassembled to 
replace the broken or worn parts. These repairs cause 
costly down time for a mechanism powered by an air 
motor. 
The present invention is directed to various improve 

ments in vane springs to overcome these problems. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

One object of the present invention is to provide a 
vane spring for an air motor which reduces the wear of 
the spring and vane during operation. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a vane spring subject to less wear, thereby reducing 
spring failures. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a spring and vane construction that allows better con 
tinuous alignment of the vane, thereby reducing vane 
wear. 

A further object of the present invention is to change 
the contact point of the spring arm with the bottom of 
the vane slot to allow better wear distribution of the 
spring and thereby decrease spring failures. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a vane spring having an offset in the base member to 
allow a larger portion of the vane to remain in the vane 
slot to support the pressure loaded cantilevered portion 
of the vane at maximum vane extension. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a vane spring having curved arm members to reduce the 
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2 
space required in the vane slot by the fully retracted 
spring. 
These and other objects, features and advantages of 

the present invention will become more apparent from 
the following description when taken in connections 
with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF" DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a vane-type air 
motor. 
FIG. 2 depicts a conventional vane spring in a fully 

extended position in a rotor slot. 
FIG. 3 depicts a conventional vane spring in a fully 

retracted position in a rotor slot. 
FIG. 4 depicts the vane spring of the present inven 

tion in a fully extended position in a rotor slot. 
FIG. 5 depicts the vane spring of the present inven 

tion in a fully retracted position in a rotor slot. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIG. 1, a typical ?uid power converter 
such as a vane-type air motor is shown generally by 10. 
The motor includes a cylindrical rotor 12 eccentrically 
mounted for rotation in an enclosed cylinder 14. The 
rotor includes a circumferential surface 16 and a plural 
ity of radial vane slots 18. Each slot contains a slidable 
vane 20. The vanes are biased in the slots so that the 
outer edge of the vane remains in contact with the inner 
surface 22 of the cylinder during rotation. When motive 
fluid enters the cylinder it strikes the cantilevered vanes 
and causes the rotor to rotate in the conventional man 
ner. 

A biasing mechanism such as a vane spring 30 is typi 
cally used at the inner radial position of the vane slot to 
bias the vane 20 radially outward into sealing contact 
with the inner surface of the cylinder. A conventional 
double torsion spring used for this purpose is shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 3. The spring includes two torsion coils 40 
connected by a straight base member 42 which abuts the 
base edge of the vane 20. The vane rubs against base 
member 42, subjecting it to eventual failure. A straight 
arm member 44 extends from each coil. The tips 46 of 
the arm members are rounded and constantly slide 
along the bottom 48 of the rotor slots 18 as the motor 
rotates. The sliding contact of the spring is limited to 
the very small area of the rounded tips, and therefore is 
subject to extreme wear and failure. 
FIG. 2 shows the conventional spring fully extended 

and the vane at maximum vane extension beyond the 
rotor surface represented by line 16. When the spring is 
fully extended, the portion of the vane 20 that projects 
from the slot 18 and is exposed to the pressure of the 
motive ?uid is a maximum. The portion of the vane that 
remains in the slot to support the projecting portion is a 
minimum. Thus the support for the cantilevered vane is 
at a minimum in this condition. The vane is subject to 
misalignment and increased wear at its sealing edge due 
to the minimal support provided the vane. To provide 
more support for the vane, it is desirable to make the 
vane radially taller. The straight base member 42 of the 
conventional spring prevents a taller vane. 

Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 5, an improved vane 
spring of the present invention is shown which reduces 
spring wear and failure and allows more vane support at 
maximum vane extension. The spring includes two tor 
sion coils 50. The base member 52 connecting the two 
coils is offset radially away from the base of the vane. 
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This allows the center section 54 of the vane base to be 
extended in height. A curved arm member 56 having an 
are or how shape as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 extends 
from each coil. The curvature of the arms is approxi 
mately equal to the offset 52 of the base member. The 
tips 58 of the arm members are rounded. 
The offset 52 in the base member connecting the two 

coils reduces the bending moments in the spring during 
operation. The offset also eliminates the rubbing 
contact with the vane. Both of these results in few 
spring failures. 
The offset also allows the vane to be taller in radial 

height. This allows the extended section 54 of the vane 
to remain in the slot (i.e. above line 16) at maximum 
vane extension as shown in FIG. 4. The portion of the 
vane that projects from the slot remains the same. Thus 
a larger portion of the vane is providing support. 
A taller vane is desirable since it provides a greater 

support for the cantilevered portion of the vane that is 
exposed to the motive ?uid during maximum vane ex~ 
tention. More support for the projecting portion of the 
vane reduces the wear on the vane, sealing edge. 
The curved arms 56 also provide better wear distribu 

tion. As best shown in FIG. 5, the curved arms in 
creases and changes the contact point of the spring arm 
with the bottom of the vane slot. As the spring de?ects, 
the contact point may extend from a position on the 
rounded tip 58 to a position on the arm 56 itself as 
shown in FIG. 5. This allows better wear distribution 
and reduces spring failure. 
Changes and modi?cations in the speci?cally de 

scribed embodiments can be carried out without depart 
ing from the scope of the invention which is intended to 
be limited only by the scope of the appended claims. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A spring for biasing a slidable vane in a slot com 

prising: 
?rst and second torsion coils; 
a base member connecting one end of said ?rst tor 

sion coil with one end of said second torsion coil, 
said base member having a curved offset portion 
between said coils; and 

first and second spring arm members extending re 
spectively from the other ends of each of said ?rst 
and second torsion coils, said arm members having 
an arc shape wherein said base member is offset 
toward said arm members and said arm members 
are arced away from said base member. 

2. The spring according to claim 1 wherein the spring 
is constructed from a single wire. 

3. The spring according to claim 1 wherein the ex 
tending ends of said curved arm members have rounded 
tips. 

4. In combination, a slidable vane and biasing spring 
assembly for an air motor comprising: 

a vane having an outside edge adapted for sealing 
contact with a cylinder of the air motor and a con 
toured inside edge having an extending portion; 
and 

a wire spring having ?rst and second torsion coils, a 
curved offset base member connecting said ?rst 
and second torsion coils, said base member having 
a curved shape adapted to ?t around said extending 
portion of said vane, and ?rst and second curved 
arm members having an arc shape and extending 
respectively from said ?rst and second torsion 
coils. 
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