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SPRING RETURN FOR MOTOR DRIVEN LOADS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a load return mecha 
nism for returning a load to a predetermined position 
upper power interruption and, more particularly, to a 
load return mechanism for returning a load to a prede 
termined position upon power interruption in which the 
motor driving the load does not have to operate against 
the load return mechanism during normal operation of 
the system. 

In the control of various loads such as valves and 
dampers, it has become the practice to bias the load 
such that upon power failure the load will be driven to 
a predetermined position. Prior art arrangements 
merely relied upon a return spring for normally biasing 
the load opened or closed, whichever was preferred. 
However, whenever the actuator, such as a motor, 
operated the load to a different position, the actuator 
had to operate against the return spring. Thus, the size 
of the actuator necessary to operate successfully against 
the force exerted by the return spring on the actuator as 
well as the nonlinear relationship between the force that 
the motor had to exert against the spring as a function of 
the input to the motor both had to be considered. The 
present invention substantially eliminates force consid 
erations while still providing a spring return to drive the 
load to a predetermined position upon power interrup 
tion or power removal. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A load return mechanism is provided having an actu 
ator for driving a load, a first lever driven by the actua 
tor, a second lever attached to the load, and a locking 
unlocking return device for locking the two levers to 
gether so that the load can be driven by the motor and 
for unlocking the levers to return the load to a predeter 
mined position upon power interruption. 

Since the two levers are locked together during nor 
mal operation, the actuator is not required to drive the 
load against the return spring and thus the force that the 
return device will exert upon power interruption does 
not affect the operation of the motor during normal 
operation. However, the two levers are unlocked dur 
ing power interruption such that the return device is 
allowed to return the load to a predetermined position 
upon power interruption. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other features and advantages will become 
more apparent from a detailed consideration of the 
invention when taken in conjunction with the drawings 
in which: 
FIG. 1 is an illustration of a stepper motor driving a 

valve load through the lever and return mechanism of 
the instant invention; 
FIG. 2 shows how the electromagnetic locking and 

unlocking arrangement in FIG. 1 is powered from the 
power supply; 
FIG. 3 shows an alternative arrangement for power 

ing the electromagnetic arrangement for locking and 
unlocking the levers of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 shows a return arrangement used in connec 

tion with a damper; and, 
FIG. 5 shows one arrangement for the pivot 35 of 

FIGS. 1 and 4. 

45 

55 

65 

2 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

FIG. 1 shows one form of the invention in which 
stepper motor 10 positions the valve operator of valve 
11 through load return mechanism 12. Thus, stepper 
motor 10 drives an output friction gear 13 which in turn 
rotates pulley 14 by use of belt 15. As pulley 14 rotates, 
screw 16 rotates and lever 17, having first end 18 in the 
form of a nut, moves up or down depending upon the 
direction of rotation of screw 16. Because ?rst end 18 is 
in the form of a nut, lever 17 will be displaced as screw 
16 rotates. Screw 16 is supported at one end by bearing 
19 suitably supported by plate 20 and can be supported 
at the other end in plate 21 by another suitable bearing 
(not shown). ' 
Valve 11 also is supported by lower plate 21 and has 

a valve operator 25 suitably attached to ?rst end 26 of 
second lever 27. Levers 17 and 27 are pivoted with 
respect to one another about pivot point 28. During 
normal operation, toggle link 29 and toggle link 30 are 
used to lock the two levers l7 and 27 together. 
As shown, toggle link 29 is pivotally secured to sec 

ond end 31 of lever 27 by pivot 32 and toggle link 30 is 
pivotally supported to second end 33 of lever 17 by 
pivot 34. Toggle links 29 and 30 are pivotally connected 
to one another by a pivot arm 35 which is shown in 
more detail in FIG. 5. Pivot arm 35 is attached to toggle 
link 29 by pivot 36 and toggle link 30 is connected to 
pivot arm 35 by pivot 37. Also connected to pivot arm 
35 is locking arm 40 having a locking plate 41 mounted 
on the end thereof. Locking plate 41 cooperates with 
electromagnet 42 for locking toggle links 29 and 30 
together so that levers 17 and 27 move in unison. Elec 
tromagnet 42 is comprised of core or armature 43 and 
coil 44 supported by bracket 45 to lever 27. Also con 
nected to second ends 31 and 33 of levers 27 and 17 is a 
return spring 46 which tends to bias second ends 31 and 
33 toward each other. 

Levers l7 and 27 are guided up and down by brackets 
47 behind the levers and 48 in front of the levers. 

Thus, in this arrangement, whenever stepper motor 
10 receives stepping pulses, it rotates gear 13, belt 15 
and pulley 14 for rotating screw 16. As screw 16 rotates, 
nut end 18 of lever 17 will move lever 17. Because coil 
44 is energized any time power is supplied to it, lock 
plate 41 and armature 43 are locked together which 
locks toggle links 29 and 30 in a position to spread ends 
31 and 33 and thus lever 27 moves with lever 17. If 
power is interrupted to coil 44, locking plate 41 and 
armature 43 are no longer magnetically locked together 
and toggle links 29 and 30 are free to pivot about both 
ends 31 and 33 of levers 27 and 17 but also with respect 
to themselves about pivot arm 35. Spring 46 will then 
pull ends 31 and 33 together. However, because lever 
17 is still ?xed to screw 16, end 26 of lever 27 is forced 
upwards which operates through valve operator 25 to 
open valve 18. As can be seen, this load return mecha 
nism 12 can be arranged for driving valve 11 to a prede 
termined closed position if that is desired. 

In order to lock levers 17 and 27 together again once 
power is resumed, screw 16 is rotated by stepper motor 
10 be begin driving lever 17 upwards. At some point, 
lever 27 will ?rst contact plate 20 and will move no 
further. At a further point, arm 17 will contact stop 
and/or limit switch 51 which is sized so that, at the 
instant of contact, levers 17 and 27 are parallel. At this 
point, locking plate 41 and armature 43 are magnetically 
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locked together and valve 11 can thereafter be con 
trolled by stepper motor 10. 
FIGS. 2 and 3 show alternative forms for controlling 

electromagnet 42. FIG. 2 is the simplest form and 
merely involves a transformer 52, if necessary, for step 
ping down voltage from supply lines 53 to electromag 
net 42 which may be a low voltage device. In this case, 
electromagnet 42 is energized whenever power is sup 
plied to lines 53. Thus, when power is interrupted, le 
vers 17 and 27 are unlocked. When power resumes, 
stepper motor 10 will drive lever 17 upwards until at 
some point the magnetic attraction between armature 
43 and locking plate 41 is strong enough to lock levers 
17 and 27 together. Also connected to power lines 53 is 
the System Electronics 54 which is designed to provide 
stepping pulses to stepper motor 55 in order to control 
valve 11. 

In a more complex form as shown in FIG. 3, power 
lines 61 are connected through limit switch 51 to relay 

10 

63. Relay 63 has two sets of contacts. First set of 20 
contacts 64 are designed so that when relay 63 is ener 
gized through the operation of limit switch 62, contact 
64 will close to maintain relay 63 energized. Relay 63 
also has a second set of contacts 65 which connect 
power lines 61 to transformer 66 for supplying step 
down voltage to electromagnet 42. Thus, upon power 
up, stepper motor 10 will be driven through System 
Electronics 67 to a point where lever 17 will operate 
limit switch 51. When limit switch 51 is operated, relay 
63 is energized to close contact 64 for maintaining relay 
63 energized and contact 65 for energizing electromag 
net 42. At this point, levers 17 and 27 are now locked 
together. As stepper motor 10 steps lever 17 away from 
limit switch 51, limit switch 51 will open but because 
contacts 64 are closed relay 63 will be maintained ener 
gized. Upon power failure, relay 63 is deenergized 
opening up contacts 64 and 65 and power is no longer 
supplied to electromagnet 42 which unlocks arm 17 and 

FIG. 4 shows an arrangement for driving a damper. 
In this case, stepper 101 drives screw 102 through uni 
versal joint 106. Lever 103 has a threaded hole at end 
104 forming a nut which causes lever 103 to be rotated 
about axis 105 which is the damper axle. U-joint 106 

25 

30 

40 

absorbs any forces on screw 102 caused by rotation of 45 
lever 103. 
Lever 103 is loosely supported by damper axle 105 so 

that it is not the lever 103 itself which causes the damper 
axle to rotate. However, lever 107 is af?xed to damper 
axle 105 by set screw 108 and bacause levers 103 and 
107 are locked together, rotation of lever 103 will also 
rotate lever 107 and will thus rotate the damper axle 
bacause of setscrew 108. The second ends 109 and 110 
of levers 103 and 107 respectively are attached to toggle 
links 111 and 112 which are attached to each other in a 
manner similar to that shown in FIG. 5. Thus, toggle 
link 111 is connected to end 109 by a pivot joint and 
similarly toggle link 112 is connected to second end 110 
by a pivot point. Electromagnet 113 is connected to the 
power lines and is supported by bracket 114 to second 
end 109 and is used to lock toggle links 111 and 112, and 
thus levers 103 and 107, together in a manner similar to 
FIG. 1. 

In FIG. 4, as stepper motor 101 rotates screw 102, 
lever 103 is rotated about axis 105. Because levers 103 
and 107 are locked together, lever 107 rotates. Because 
of setscrew 108, lever 107 rotates the damper axle 
which adjusts the opening of the damper. When power 
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to electromagnet 113 is interrupted, toggle links 111 and 
112 unlock levers 103 and 107. Because lever 103 is 
?xed to screw 102, return spring 120 will cause lever 
107 to rotate and thereby rotate damper axle 105 to 
operate the damper connected to damper axle 105 to a 
predetermined position. 
The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu 

sive property or right is claimed are de?ned as follows: 
1. A load return mechanism comprising: 
a motor supplied with power for driving said load; 
a first lever having a first end to be driven by said 
motor and a second end; 

a second lever having a ?rst end attached to said load 
and a second end; and, 

lock-unlock means connected between said second 
ends of said ?rst and second levers for locking said 
two levers spatially together so that said load can 
be driven by said motor and for unlocking said 
levers upon power interruption so that said second 
ends can spatially move with respect to one an 
other for returning said load to a predetermined 
position upon power interruption. 

2. The mechanism of claim 1 wherein said lock 
unlock means comprises return means connected be 
tween said second ends of said ?rst and second levers I 
for returning said load to said predetermined position 
upon power interruption. 

3. The mechanism of claim 2 wherein said lock 
unlock means comprises a ?rst toggle link pivotally 
connected to said ?rst lever, a second toggle link pivot 
ally connected to said second lever, said ?rst and sec 
ond toggle links pivotally connected with respect to 
one another, and electromagnet means supplied with 
power for locking said two toggle links together when 
said power is supplied to said locking-unlocking means 
and for unlocking said ?rst and second toggle links 
when power is interrupted. 

4. The mechanism of claim 3 wherein said return 
means comprises a spring connected between said ?rst 
and second levers. ‘ 

5. A load return mechanism comprising: 
an actuator supplied with power for driving a load; 
a load adapted to be driven by the actuator; 
a ?rst lever driven by said actuator; 
a second lever attached to said load; and 
means for locking said two levers together so that 

said load can be driven by said actuator and for 
unlocking said levers to return said load to a prede 
termined position upon power interruption; 

wherein said means comprises lock-unlock means 
connected between said two levers for locking and 
unlocking said two levers together and return 
means connected between said ?rst and second 
levers for biasing said ?rst and second levers with 
respect to one another so that upon power inter 
ruption said return means will cause said second 
lever to return said load to said predetermined 
position; 

said lock-unlock means comprises a ?rst toggle link 
pivotally connected to said ?rst lever, a second 
toggle link pivotally connected to said second le 
ver, said ?rst and second toggle links pivotally 
connected with respect to one another, and electro 
magnet means supplied with power for locking said 
two toggle links together when said power is sup 
plied to said locking-unlocking means and for un 
locking said ?rst and second toggle Links when 
power is interrupted. 
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6. The mechanism of claim 5 wherein said return 
means comprises a spring connected between said ?rst 
and second levers. 

7. A load return mechanism comprising: 
an actuator supplied with power for driving a load; 
a load adapted to be driven by the actuator; 
a ?rst lever driven by said actuator; 
a second lever attached to said load; and 
means for locking said two levers together so that 

said load can be driven by said actuator and for 
unlocking said levers to return said load to a prede 
termined position upon power interruption; 

wherein said ?rst lever has a ?rst end driven by said 
actuator and a second end,_said second lever has a 
?rst end attached to said load and a second end, 
said ?rst and second levers being pivoted with 
respect to one another; 

wherein said means comprises lock-unlock means 
connected between said two levers for locking and 
unlocking said two levers together and return 
means connected between said second ends of said 
?rst and second levers for biasing said ?rst and 
second levers with respect to one another so that 
upon power interruption said return means will 
cause said second lever to return said load to said 
predetermined position; 

said lock-unlock means comprises a ?rst toggle link 
pivotally connected to said second end of said ?rst 
lever, a second toggle link pivotally connected to 
said second end of said second lever, said ?rst and 
second toggle links pivotally connected with re 
spect to one another, and electromagnet means 
supplied with power for locking said two toggle 
links together when said power is supplied to said 
locking-unlocking means and for unlocking said 
?rst and second toggle links when power is inter 
rupted. 

8. The mechanism of claim 7 wherein said return 
means comprises a spring connected between said sec 
ond ends of said ?rst and second levers. 

9. A load return mechanism for returning a load, 
which is driven by an electrical motor, to a predeter 
mined position upon electrical power interruption com 
prising: 

a ?rst lever adapted to be driven by said motor; 
a second lever adapted to be attached to said load; 
and 

means for locking said two levers together so that 
said load can be driven by said motor and for un 
locking said levers to allow said load to be returned 
to a predetermined position upon electrical power 
interruption; ' - 

wherein said means comprises lock-unlock means 
connected between said two levers for locking and 
unlocking said two levers together and return 
means connected between said ?rst and second 
levers for biasing said ?rst and second levers with 
respect to one another so that upon power inter 
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6 
ruption said return means will cause said second 
lever to return said load to said predetermined 
position; - 

said lock-unlock means comprises a ?rst toggle link 
pivotally connected to said ?rst lever, a second 
toggle link pivotally connected to said second 1e 
ver, said ?rst and second toggle links pivotally 
connected with respect to one another, and electro 
magnet means supplied with power for locking said 
two toggle links together when said power is sup 
plied to said locking-unlocking means and for un~ 
locking said ?rst and second toggle links when 
power is interrupted. 

10. The mechanism of claim 9 wherein said return 
means comprises a spring connected between said ?rst 
and second levers. 

11. A load return mechanism for returning a load, 
which is driven by an electrical motor, to a predeter 
mined position upon electrical power interruption com 
prising: 

a ?rst lever adapted to be driven by said motor; 
a second lever adapted to be attached to said load; 
and 

means for locking said two levers together so that 
said load can be driven by said motor and for un 
locking said levers to allow said load to be returned 
to a predetermined position upon electrical power 
interruption; 

wherein said ?rst lever has a ?rst end adapted to be 
driven by said motor and a second end, said second 
lever has a ?rst end adapted to be attached to said 
load and a second end, said ?rst and second levers 
being pivoted with respect to one another; 

wherein said means comprises lock-unlock means 
connected between said two levers for locking and 
unlocking said two levers together and return 
means connected between said second ends of said 
?rst and second levers for biasing said ?rst and 
second levers with respect to one another so that 
upon power interruption said return means will 
cause said second lever to return said load to said 
predetermined position; 

said lock-unlock means comprises a ?rst toggle link 
pivotally connected to said second end of said ?rst 
lever, a second toggle link pivotally connected to 
said second end of said second lever, said ?rst and 
second toggle links pivotally connected with re 
spect to one another, and electromagnet means 
supplied with power for locking said two toggle 
links together when said power is supplied to said 
locking-unlocking means and for unlocking said 
?rst and second toggle links when power is inter 
rupted. 

12. The mechanism of claim 11 wherein said return 
means comprises a spring connected between said ?rst 
and second levers. 

* * 1k * * 


