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[57] ABSTRACT 
A method for positioning cursors at a speci?c point on 
a displayed waveform uses a cursor to determine the 
maximum and minimum points on the waveform about 
a transition portion. For each position of the cursor 
between the maximum and minimum points an intersec 
tion between the cursor and the waveform is computed 
as a percentage of the difference between the maximum 
and minimum points. The cursor is then positioned at a 
point on the transition portion where the percentage is 
a desired value for the speci?c point. 
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POSITIONING CURSORS AT SPECIFIC POINTS 
ON A WAVEFORM DISPLAY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to cursors on a wave 
form display, and more particularly to a method for 
positioning cursors at speci?c points on a waveform 
display in order to perform accurate measurements. 

In measuring parameters of a repetitive waveform, 
such as a television video signal, the measurement is 
de?ned as being between speci?c points on the dis 
played waveform, such as the ?fty percent point of the 
leading edge of a horizontal sync pulse. In prior analog 
devices, such as television waveform monitors, the lo 
cation of the point from which, or points between 
which, a measurement is made is dependent upon the 
skill of the operator in eyeballing the desired point and 
reading from a calibrated graticule the necessary pa 
rameters for the measurement. This resulted in measure 
ments which were approximate only, with the accuracy 
being dependent upon the experience and skill of the 
operator. 
What is desired is a method for accurately positioning 

cursors at precise speci?ed points on a displayed wave 
form in order to make the reading of parameters and 
resulting measurements of the waveform independent 
of the skill of the operator. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly the present invention provides a method 
for positioning cursors at speci?ed points on a wave 
form display by determining the maximum and mini 
mum values about a transition portion of the waveform. 
A cursor is moved ?rst to one extreme amplitude of the 
displayed waveform, and a ?rst place on the waveform 
is stored. The cursor is then moved to the opposite 
extreme amplitude of the displayed waveform at the 
transition portion, and a second place is stored. The' 
cursor is then moved between the two extreme points 
and a percentage amplitude value for the waveform at 
the cursor position is computed and displayed. The 
operator moves the cursor to a point on the waveform 
at which the percentage value displayed is at the desired 

- value for the desired measurement point. 
The objects, advantages and other novel features of 

the present invention will be apparent from the follow 
ing detailed description when read in conjunction with 
the appended claims and attached drawing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an instrument using the 
cursor positioning method of the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the front panel for the instru 

ment of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the display screen for the 

instrument of FIG. 1 illustrating the cursor positioning 
method of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2 an instrument 10 is 
_ shown having a video input signal, such as a television 
video signal. The video signal is conventionally pro 
cessed in the analog domain by an analog processor 12, 
digitized by a digitizer 14, and stored in an acquisition 
memory 16. The acquisition memory 16 is connected to 
a communications bus 18 to which also are connected a 
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2 
central processing unit (CPU) 20 with associated ROM 
22 and RAM 24, and a display interface unit 26. The 
display interface unit 26 includes the RAM 24, a display 
memory 28 and an interface circuit 30. The contents of 
the display memory 28 are displayed on a screen 32. 
The digitized video data from the acquisition memory 
16 is processed by the CPU 20 according to the func 
tions and parameters input by an operator via function 
buttons 34 and a rotary encoder knob 36 on a front 
panel 38, and via interaction with the screen 32. The 
processed data is stored in the display memory 28 to 
gether with appropriate scales, cursors and display in 
formation. A CURSOR function button 34a selects the 
cursor mode, and the rotary encoder 36 serves to posi 
tion a displayed waveform 40 relative to a displayed 
cursor 42. 
As shown in FIG. 3 in the cursor mode there appears 

on the screen 32 a display area 44 in which the wave 
form 40 appears, an information area 46 in which appro 
priate measured values are displayed, and a command 
area 48 in which “soft” keys are displayed which are 
suitable for use with a touch screen. By rotating the 
rotary encoder 36 the cursor 42 is positioned relative to 
the waveform 40 at an extreme amplitude about a transi 
tion in the waveform, such as at the leading edge of 
horizontal sync as shown in FIG. 3. As the cursor is 
moved from the ?rst extreme point a tick line 50 extends 
from the extreme point to the cursor and the amplitude 
value represented by the tick line is stored by the CPU 
20. The cursor 42 is then moved relative to the wave 
form 40 to the opposite extreme amplitude position, and 
as the cursor is moved from that position back toward 
the ?rst position a second tick line 52, representing the 
second extreme amplitude value which is stored by the 
CPU 20, extends from that extreme point to the cursor. 
With the values at the extreme amplitude positions the 
CPU 20 computes the position of the cursor 42 between 
these points at the point 54 where the cursor intersects 
the waveform 40 as a percentage of the amplitude be 
tween the extreme amplitude values represented by the 
tick lines 50, 52. This percentage is displayed in the 
information area 46 of the screen 32. By positioning the 
cursor 42 while observing the displayed percentage an 
operator can accurately position the cursor at any de 
sired point of the transition. For example the cursor 42 
can be accurately positioned at the horizontal sync 
point, de?ned as the ?fty percent point of the leading 
edge as shown in FIG. 3, or at the ten and ninety per 
cent points using two cursors to determine slew rate of 
the transition from the difference in time shown on a 
horizontal time scale 56. 
Thus the present invention provides a method for 

positioning cursors at speci?c points on a waveform 
display by computing a percentage intersection point 
with the waveform based upon a maximum and a mini 
mum value determined by movement of a cursor about 
a transition in the waveform. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for positioning a vertical cursor at a 

speci?c point of a waveform on a display comprising 
the steps of: 

positioning the vertical cursor relative to the wave 
form at an extreme amplitude point of a transition _ 
in the waveform to store a ?rst value representing 
such extreme amplitude point; 

positioning the vertical cursor relative to the wave 
form at an opposite extreme amplitude point of the 
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transition in the waveform to store a second value a percentage of the difference between the ?rst and 
representing such opposite extreme amplitude second values; and 
point; positioning the vertical cursor relative to the wave 

computing and displaying for each position of the form at a point on the waveform where the per 
vertical cursor with respect to the waveform be- 5 centage is a desired value for the speci?c point. 
tween the extreme amplitude points a third value as * * * * * 
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