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INDUCTION COIL HEATING UNIT FOR HEAT 
SEALING CLOSURES TO CONTAINERS 

This invention relates in general to new and useful 
improvements in induction heating coil units, and more 
particularly to a coil which is particularly adapted for 
the induction heating of a metal foil layer of a closure 
for a container wherein the closure and the container 
have opposed plastic layers to be heat bonded together. 

In the bonding of a closure to a container wherein the 
outline of the bond is circular, no heating differential is 
involved. However, if the closure is provided with a 
projection, such as a pull tab, or the closure has an 
outline including a corner, the heat requirement, and 
thus the induced electrical energy requirement becomes 
different in these areas. 
When the closure is provided with a projection, such 

as a pull tap, inasmuch as that projection is formed from 
the same laminated material as the remainder of the 
closure, the projecting pull tab is provided with a metal 
foil intermediate layer which absorbs heat. Therefore, 
in the area of the projecting pull tab, more electrical 
energy and thus heat must be introduced into the clo 
sure than around other portions of the periphery of the 
closure. 

In a like manner, when the closure has a corner, there 
is a change in current distribution with the result'that 
more electrical energy and heat is required at the corner 
of the closure. 

In the past, closures have been heat bonded to con 
tainers utilizing an induction heating coil. This heating 
coil has been a one turn coil and the induced electrical 
energy has been controlled utilizing several elements. 
For example, there has been mounted within the heat 
in g coil a relatively thick plate conforming almost to the 
con?guration of the interior of the outline of the coil. In 
addition, there has been associated with the coil ferrite 
with the amount and con?guration of the ferrite being 
different along various portions of the circumferential 
extent of the heating coil. ‘ 
While such an induction heating coil unit has func 

tioned satisfactorily, it is more difficult to make and 
more costly to operate than desired. 

It has now been found that by generally encasing the 
one turn coil in a core which is formed of a plurality of 
laminations of which certain of the laminations are spac 
ers, and by varying the ratio of conductive laminates to 
non-conductive spacers, proper control of the electrical 
energy induced into the metal foil layer of the closure 
may be readily controlled and both the normally uti 
lized center plate and the time consuming formation of 
the ferrite components may be eliminated. 
With the above and other objects in view that will 

hereinafter appear, the nature of the invention will be 
more clearly understood by reference to the following 
detailed description, the appended claims, and the sev 
eral views illustrated in the accompanying drawing. 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a prior art container and 

closure combination with a portion of the closure being 
broken away. 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sectional 

view taken generally along the line 2—-2 of FIG. 1 and 
shows the general cross sectional configuration of the 
container and the relationship of the closure with re 
spect thereto. 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the container and closure 

combination of FIG. 1 having in overlying relation 
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2 
thereto the induction heating coil unit which is the 
subject of this invention, portions of the coil unit being 
broken away. 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary transverse vertical 

sectional view showing the container supported for 
closing and the coil unit in position. 
FIG. 5 is a vertical sectional view similar to FIG. 4, 

but taken along the line 5—5 of FIG. 3 and shows the 
laminated core of the coil unit encased in a suitable 
support. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view with‘parts broken away 

of a corner of the container and shows the relationship 
of the coil unit with respect to the container, the closure 
being omitted for purposes of clarity. 
FIG. 7 is a schematic plan view of the coil unit show 

ing the arrangement of the laminates at a typical corner. 
FIG. 8 is a schematic plan view similar to FIG. 7 with 

the core in section showing a different ratio of the con 
ductive laminates to the spacers when the coil unit is 
intended for heating a closure having at the corner a 
projection, such as a pull tab. 
FIG. 9 is a prior art showing of the cross section of 

the closure incorporating a metal foil barrier layer. 
This invention relates to an induction heating coil 

unit for heat bonding a known closure to a known con 
tainer. Reference is ?rst made to the closure, which is 
generally identified by the numeral 10 and is provided 
with a pull tab 12. As is best shown in FIG. 9, the clo 
sure 10, including the pull tab, is of a laminated con 
struction including an outer structural layer 14 of a 
plastic material, an intermediate barrier layer 16 formed 
of a metal foil, preferably aluminum, and an inner bond 
ing layer 18 which is also formed of a plastic material. 
Normally the barrier layer 16, because it is formed of 
metal, is bonded to the layers 14 and 18 by adhesive (not 
shown). 

In a typical cover construction, the layers 14 and 18 I 
will be formed of polypropylene with the layer 14 hav 
ing a thickness on the order of 22 mils while the layer 18 
will have a thickness on the order of 1 mil. The alumi 
num foil layer 16 will have a thickness on the order of 
0.00l8 inch. 
The illustrated container, which is identi?ed by the 

numeral 20 is of a rectangular outline and is molded 
from a laminated sheet. The container, which is not the 
subject of this application, is of a cross section which 
includes a peripheral support ?ange 22. Inwardly of and 
below the support ?ange 22, the container 20 may also 
include a rigidifying ?ange 24. Outwardly of the sup 
port ?ange 22, the container 20 includes an upstanding 
bead 26 which has a shock absorbing function when the 
container is dropped on an edge but also serves the dual 
function of generally centering the closure 10 on the 
support ?ange 22. 

It is to be noted from the drawing that the bead 26 
extends around all of the corners of the container 20 
with the exception of that corner at which there is posi 
tioned the pull tab 12. 

In use, the container 20 has the support ?ange 22 
thereof seated on an upper surface of a nest member 28 
in which the container 20 is received. Then with the 
closure 10 in place, the closure 10 has that portion 
thereof which overlies the support ?ange 22 engaged by 
the underside of a one turn induction heating coil 30 
which functions to clamp the closure 10 tightly against 
the container 20. The one turn induction heating coil 30 
is normally formed of copper or a copper alloy and may 
have a coolant passage (not shown) therein. 
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In accordance with this invention, the coil 30 is en 
cased in a laminated core generally identi?ed by the 
numeral 32. The laminated core 32 is formed of a plural» 
ity of thin electrically conductive members 34 which 
are separated by non-conductive spacers 36. The mem 
bers of laminates 34 are preferably formed of sheet 
aluminum or steel and will have a thickness generally 
on the order of l/ 32 inch although the thickness may be 
varied. The non-conductive members or laminates 36 
are preferably stamped from a plastic sheet and will 
have a like thickness. . 

After the core 32 has been assembled on the coil 30, 
it may be, in turn, encased in a suitable housing of non 
conductive material, plastic material, 37, This is best 
shown in FIGS. 3 and 5. 
At this time it is pointed out that the members 34, 36 

are of a generally inverted U-shaped con?guration. 
Each of the members 34, 36 will include a long inner leg 
38 and a shorter outer leg 40. The legs 38, 40 are con 
nected together by a top portion 42. It is to be noted 
that the leg 40 is shortened so as to clear the bead 26 of 
the container. It is also to be understood that the leg 38 
may be slightly shorter than the coil 30 so as to clear the 
closure 10. 
The construction of the core 32 is most bene?cial in 

that the electrical energy induced by the coil 30 into the 
metal barrier layer 16 of the closure 10 may be varied by 
merely varying the ratio of the number of the members 
34 to the number of the members 36. 
As is obvious from FIG. 1, the container 20 has four 

corners with the pull tab 12 being positioned at one of 
those corners. The corners join together sides 44 and 
ends 46 which are straight. 

Because the current flow from the coil 30 is direct 
and substantially free of stray currents, minimum core 
control along the sides and ends of the container is 
required. Thus, for example, the ratio of members 34 to 
the number of the members 36 may be on the order of 
one to four or as low as one to six. On the other hand, 
as is shown in FIG. 7, in the area of a typical corner 
where there is stray current ?ow across the corner, the 
ratio may be increased to on the order of one to one in 
the center of the corner and one to two at the ends of 
the corner. 

Further, with respect to the corner which will re 
ceive the pull tab 12, the ratio may be increased to as 
high as two to one again tapering off at the ends of the 
corner. 

It is also pointed out here that with respect to the 
schematic illustration of FIGS. 7 and 8, although the 
members 34, 36 have been illustrated as being of a ta 
pered con?guration, in actuality, because of the thinness 
of the members and because air gaps will be permitted, 
the members will be of uniform thickness. 

Finally, it is pointed out that at the corner at which 
the pull tab 12 is to be positioned, the bead 26 is termi 
nated or interrupted. Thus in this area the outer legs of 
the members 34, 36 may be the same length as the inner 
legs as is clearly shown in FIG. 6. 
Although we have speci?cally disclosed that the 

effect of the laminated core on the current induced by 
the various portions of the coil may be varied by utiliz 
ing insulated spacers, it is to be understood that the 
same general effect could be obtained by cutting back 
on the length of either leg or both of the conductive 
members to increase the air gap in the ?eld. In fact, it is 
feasible to eliminate the spacer members in their en 
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4 
tirety and vary the effective sizes of the conductive 
members. 
Although only‘a preferred embodiment of the induc 

tion heating coil unit has been speci?cally illustrated 
and described herein, it is to be understood that minor 
variations may be made in the induction heating coil 
unit without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention as de?ned by the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. An induction heating coil unit comprising a one 

turn coil and a laminated core generally encasing said 
coil, said coil and said core having matching outlines, 
said laminated core being of an inverted generally U 
shaped cross section, and said core overlying said coil 
leaving a bottom of said coil exposed for direct contact 
with a workpiece, said exposed coil bottom forming 
workpiece clamping means for clamping a workpiece 
against an underlying support. 

2. An induction heating coil unit according to claim 1 
wherein said laminated core is formed of electrically 
conductive members and spacer members formed of 
electrically insulative material disposed generally in 
alternating relation. 

3. An induction heating coil unit according to claim 2 
wherein said coil unit is of a con?guration including 
sides coupled by a rounded corner for heating a work 
piece area of a like con?guration wherein greater heat 
producing electrical energy is required at said corner 
than at said sides and the ratio of the number of said 
electrically conductive members to the number of said 
spacer members being greater at said corner than along 
said sides. 

4. An induction heating coil unit according to claim 1 
wherein said laminated core is formed of a plurality of 
conductive members, each of said conductive members 
being of an inverted generally U-shaped cross section 
including spaced legs, the length of one of said legs 
remaining constant, and the length of the other of said 
legs varying among said conductive members to vary 
the heating effect in different portions of said heating 
coil unit. 

5. An induction heating coil unit comprising a one 
turn coil and a laminated core generally encasing said 
coil, said coil and said core having matching outlines, 
said laminated core being formed of electrically con 
ductive members and spacer members formed of electri 
cally insulative material disposed generally in alternat 
ing relation, said coil unit being of a con?guration in 
cluding sides coupled by rounded corners for heating a 
workpiece area of a like con?guration wherein greater 
heat producing electrical energy is required at said 
corners than at said sides and the ratio of the number of 
said electrically conductive members to the number of 
said spacer members being greater at said corners than 
along said sides. 

6. An induction heating coil unit according to claim 5 
wherein said coil unit is particularly intended for heat 
ing a workpiece having an outwardly directed projec 
tion intended to be positioned at one of said corners, and 
said ratio being the greatest at said one corner. 

7. An induction heating coil unit comprising a one 
turn coil and a laminated core generally encasing said 
coil, said coil and said core having matching outlines, 
said laminated core being formed of electrically con 
ductive members and spacer members formed of electri 
cally insulative material disposed generally in alternat 
ing relation, said coil unit being particularly intended 
for heating a workpiece having an outwardly directed 
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projection, and the ratio of the number of said electri 
cally conductive members being greater in that portion 
of said heating coil unit intended to be aligned with such 
projection than in adjacent portions of said heating coil 
unit. 

8. An induction heating unit for heat bonding a clo 
sure to a container in a seal having at least one rounded 
corner with the closure having a projecting pull tab at 
the rounded corner, said induction heating unit com 
prising a container support having an outline generally 
corresponding to the outline of the intended seal be 
tween the closure and the container; and an induction 
heating coil unit overlying said support and including a 
single turn coil having an outline matching the outline 
of said support and being positionable relative to said 15 
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6 
support to form clamping means for clamping a closure 
overlying a container seated on said support to the 
container, and a core of an inverted generally U-shape 
encasing said coil throughout the length of said coil, 
said core being of a laminated construction and includ 
ing a plurality of inverted U-shaped members, said U 
shaped members including ferrite members and insulat 
ing members arranged in generally alternating relation, 
each of said U-shaped members having depending inner 
and outer legs, all of said inner legs being of the same 
length and outer legs of said U-shaped members located 
at said corner being longer than outer legs of others of 
said U-shaped members. 

i i * * * 


