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MICROPHONE ARRANGEMENT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to microphone arrangements, 
especially, but not exclusively, for telephones. 
There is increasing concern that, in telephony, the 

replacement of analogue switches by digital switches 
and the replacement of non-linear carbon microphones 
by linear microphones have resulted in a degradation in 
service quality. This is believed to be due to the lack of 
background noise suppression by the recently-adopted 
linear microphones. This increased noise creates listen 
ing problems not only at the far end but also at the near 
end, where the sidetone suppression is degraded by the 
poor impedance matching of digital switches. 

It has been proposed to use a pressure gradient type 
of linear microphone to improve background noise 
suppression because it discriminates in favour of sounds 
originating close by. In particular, its response is pro 
portional to the inverse square of the distance of the 
source. However, such a microphone is not entirely 
satisfactory for a telephone handset because it is very 
directive. A user would have to orient the handset care 
fully to avoid nulls or low sensitivity. 
An object of the present invention is to mitigate this 

problem. 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention there is provided 
a telephone microphone comprising: 

(i) an array of microphone transducers; 
(ii) signal generating means responsive to the respec 

tive outputs of said transducers for generating a signal 
representing the magnitude and direction of the pres 
sure gradient of the sound ?eld at the array; and 

(iii) weighting means responsive to said signal for 
weighting the outputs of said microphone transducers 
to adjust the orientation of the directional lobe or axis of 
maximum sensitivity of the microphone towards the 
direction of the maximum sound detected thereby. 
The microphone may also comprise means respon 

sive to the signal generating means for deriving the 
direction of the pressure gradient vector. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

An embodiment of the invention will now be de 
scribed by way of example only and with reference to 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a part of a 

telephone handset and its associated circuitry; 
FIG. 2 illustrates a sectional end view of the mouth 

piece; and 
FIG. 3 is a more detailed circuit diagram of a direc 

tion estimator shown in FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In FIGS. 1 and 2, the mouthpiece part of a telephone 
handset is shown at 10. Four scalar pressure micro 
phones 12, 14, 16 and 18 are mounted inside the mouth 
piece. The microphones 12, 14, 16 and 18 are arranged 
in a cube, each at a corresponding one of the cube verti 
ces. Microphone 12 is in the base of the mouthpiece 10 
and thus further away from the voice source than the 
plane through the other three microphones. 
The outputs of microphones 14, 16 and 18 are applied 

to subtractors 20, 22 and 24, respectively (FIG. 1). The 
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2 
output of microphone 12 is also applied to the subtract 
ors 20, 22 and 24, where it is subtracted from the outputs 
of the other three microphones 14, 16 and 18. The out 
puts of the subtractors 20, 22 and 24 thus represent three 
orthogonal vectors x, y, 2 which completely describe 
the sound ?eld gradient at the array. The outputs x, y, z 
from the subtractors 20, 22 and 24 are applied to equal 
izers 26, 28, 30, respectively, and equalized because the 
gradient microphone response is proportional to fre 
quency and also to de?ne the speech channel band 
Width. 
The three signals from equalizers 26, 28 and 30 are 

applied to multipliers 38, 40 and 42 and also to direction 
estimator 44. In direction estimator 44 the magnitude of 
the pressure gradient is derived by taking the square 
root of the sum of the squares of the three constituent 
vectors x,v y, z. The direction of the pressure gradient 
vector is then estimated using three-dimensional trigo 
nometry. This is normally de?ned in terms of three 
direction cosines. Assuming that the telephone user’s 
voice is the dominant part of the ?eld, the direction 
cosines, averaged over a short time, for example 200 
milliseconds, will relate to the location of that voice. 
The outputs of the direction estimator 44 are applied 

to multipliers 38, 40 and 42 and multiplied by the corre 
sponding ones of the constituent vectors x, y, z, effec 
tively weighting them. The products at the outputs of 
the multipliers 38, 40 and 42 are then summed by sum 
mer 46 to give an output which simulates a single pres 
sure gradient microphone pointing directly at the voice 
source. I 

The direction estimator is shown in more detail in 
FIG. 3. The signals x, y, z are each recti?ed by a corre 
sponding one of three full wave recti?ers 50, 52 and 54, 
following which they are ?ltered by low pass ?lters 56, 
58 and 60, respectively. The resulting signals §, ; and 2, 
which are all positive, are combined in magnitude esti 
mation means 62 to give 

Dividers 64, 66 and 68, connected to the outputs of the 
low pass ?lters 56, 58, 60, respectively, and the magni 
tude estimation means 62, then compute the magnitudes 
of the direction cosines l, m, n as follows: 

The signs of the direction cosines m and n with re 
spect to l are derived using zero-crossing comparators 
70, 72 and 74 to which are applied signal x, y and 2, 
respectively. The output of zero-crossing comparator 
70, to which is applied signal x, is applied to one input 
of each of a pair of exclusive —OR gates 76 and 78. The 
other inputs of gates 76 and 78 are connected to the 
outputs of zero-crossing comparators 72 and 74, respec 
tively. The outputs of gates 76 and 78 are applied to low 
pass ?lters 80 and 82, respectively, which average over 
about 200 milliseconds so that rapid changes of states 
cannot occur. The outputs of low pass ?lters 80 and 82 
are then applied to further comparators 84 and 86, the 
sign outputs of which are applied to multipliers 88 and 
90, respectively. These comparators, 84 and 86, com 
pare against the mean of the maximum and minimum 
logic levels of the exclusive —OR gates. 
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Multipliers 88 and 90 multiply the magnitudes of 
direction cosine m and E by their signs to give the direc 
tion cosines m and n. 
As mentioned previously, the original signals x, y and 

z are multiplied by the associated direction cosines l, m 
and n to give weighted signals X, Y and X respectively. 
The three weighted signals are then summed to produce 
the ?nal outputs. 
Embodiments of the invention not only provide dis 

crimination against distant sources but also against 
sources located on or near to the plane at right angles to 
the voice source direction. At the same time, they pro 
vide complete ?exibility to the user regarding handset 
orientation, and maintain the high-?delity of reproduc 
tion characteristics of the modern linear microphone. 
Although the speci?c implementation described 

hereinbefore uses pressure microphone transducers, the 
invention also comprehends the use of pressure gradient 
microphone transducers with suitable modi?cation of 
the processing circuitry. Since pressure gradient micro 
phone transducers are directional they would conve 
niently be mounted with their respective axes of sensi 
tivity aligned with the edges of the cube. However, 
relative orientations other than mutually perpendicular 
are also viable. 

Likewise, although the use of an orthogonal array 
and corresponding orthogonal vectors simpli?es pro 
cessing, the array could be non-orthogonal and the 
processing circuitry adapted either to produce an or 
thogonal set of vectors for weighting or to weight the 
non-orthogonal vectors themselves. 

Signal processing for the microphone when the three 
transducers are non-orthogonal (but non-coplanar also) 
is adapted to provide the signal set representing orthog 
onal vectors “0;” by linear combinations of the original 
transducer signals S1, S2 and S3. 

Thus, 

01=Cos BUSH-Cos 612S2+Cos 01353 

O2=COS 021S1+COS 921S2+C0S 02353 

or, in shorthand, 

01:]; COS 0,95]. 

Here, 0,] is the angle between orthogonal axis “i” and 
non-orthogonal axis “j”. Where the orthogonal signal 
01 is associated with axis “i” and the non-orthogonal 
axis “j” is associated with the signal S] 

It should be noted that, in the described embodiment, 
where the signal sensors are set in orthogonal axes, the 
diagonal elements of the above become unity (i.e. Cos 
611=Cos 621=Cos 633:1) whilst all other terms be 
come zero. 
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Although described with respect to telephone hand 

set microphones, the invention could advantageously be 
applied to general purpose microphones, particularly 
for use in noisy environments, such as outside broad 
casts. - 

What is claimed is: 
1. A microphone arrangement comprising: 
an array of microphone transducers, each having an 

output for coupling a signal therefrom, the trans 
ducers being orthogonally spaced from each other; 

means for deriving from the outputs of said micro 
phone transducers a signal representing the magni 
tude and direction of a pressure gradient of a sound 
?eld at the array; 

means responsive to said signal for weighting said 
outputs individually such that an axis of maximum 
sensitivity of the transducers is directed towards a 
source of maximum instant sound detected thereby. 

2. A microphone arrangement as de?ned in claim 1, 
wherein said arrangement comprises three pressure 
gradient microphone transducers arranged such that 
their respective axes of maximum sensitivity are not 
coplanar. 

3. A microphone arrangement as de?ned in claim 1, 
wherein said arrangement comprises four pressure mi 
crophone transducers arranged mutually spaced in a 
non-‘planar con?guration, three spaced apart in mutu 
ally intersecting planes, the fourth positioned at the 
intersection of such planes. 

4. A telephone set comprising a pressure gradient 
microphone arrangement comprising three microphone 
transducers each having an axis of maximum sensitivity, 
the three axes each extending in a respective one of 
three mutually intersecting orthogonal planes, means 
for deriving from respective outputs of said microphone 
transducers a signal representing the magnitude and 
direction of a pressure gradient of a sound ?eld at the 
arrangement, and means for weighting each of said 
outputs of said microphone transducers, in response to 
said signal, so as to maximize the sensitivity of the mi 
crophone arrangement in a direction towards a source 
of maximum sound detected thereby. 

5. A telephone set as defined in claim 4, wherein said 
arrangement comprises three pressure gradient micro 
phone transducers arranged such that their respective 
axes of maximum sensitivity are not coplanar. 

6. A telephone set as defined in claim 4, wherein said 
means for deriving comprises means responsive to said 
outputs for deriving the direction of said pressure gradi 
ent. 

7. A telephone set as de?ned in claim 6, wherein said 
means for deriving said signal serves to generate a set of 
orthogonal vectors. 

8. A telephone set as de?ned in claim 5, 6 or 7, com 
prising a handset and a base member wherein said mi 
crophone transducers are mounted in said handset. 
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