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[57] ABSTRACT 
The present invention essentially relates to a method for 
identifying a valuable object such as for example an 
object d’art or like work, product or object of artistic 
value, consisting in incorporating in an invisible manner 
into the said object an element provided with a code, 
wherein the information corresponding to the code on 
the element is centralized in a computer with an associ 
ated ?le allowing the object to be identi?ed with cer 
tainty. 

2 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet 
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR IDENTIFYING A 
VALUABLE OBJECT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention has essentially for a subject 

matter a method for identifying a valuable object, such 
as for example an objet d’art or like work or product of 
artistic value. 

It is also directed to a device for carrying out the said 
method. 

It is essential, nowadays, that valuable objects such as 
for example ancient or early pieces of furniture, paint 
ings, or pieces of jewelry, be identi?able completely and 
with certainty. Indeed, such objects may, as is readily 
understood, be lost, stolen, or faked, and it is therefore 
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of primary importance that such objects be identi?able . 
extremely de?nitely and completely to allow their ori 
gin or their authenticity to be proved conclusively. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
In this respect, it has already been proposed to insert 

invisibly in a valuable object an element bearing either 
plain or coded information apt to identify the object 
concerned. However, such means do not allow gather 
ing from the object the secret and complete information 
which is absolutely necessary for conclusively proving 
the origin of the object. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention therefore has as its purpose to 
remedy particularly the above drawbacks by providing 
a method and a device for identifying a valuable object, 
allowing the identity of its owner and its characteristics 
to be established incontestably. 
To this end, the invention relates to a method for 

identifying any valuable object, such as for example an 
objet d’art or like work or product of artistic value, 
consisting in incorporating in an invisible manner in the 
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said object an element bearing a code, characterized in i ' 
that the information corresponding to the code on the 
element is centralized in a computer with a ?le, which 
allow identifying the object with certainty. 
According to another feature of the method of the 

invention, the said element is provided with a code 
representing preferably the letters of the alphabet and 
/or numerals. 
The invention is also directed to a device for identify 

ing a valuable object, for the carrying out of the method ‘ 
characterized by the above features, and of the type 
including an element insertable into the object and bear 
ing a code consisting of notches or the like readable by 
a suitable reading system, characterized by a computer 
establishing the relationship between the shape of each 
notch and the information corresponding thereto, and 
by a ?le containing at least one record bearing the infor 
mation relating to the object and identi?able by the 
computer according to the information obtained from 
the notches. 

It is thus understood that the computer constitutes in 
a way a “secret key” allowing the person holding it 
-and that person alone-to check whether the notches 
on the element inserted in the object correspond to the 
record or records bearing all the necessary information 
on the object, such as for example the identity of the 
owner of the object, its characteristics and, possibly, 
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photographs thereof, as also the exact location of the 
element inserted in the object. 
According to another feature of the device of the 

invention, the notches on the said element each include 
flat and/or arcuate portions, the combination of which 
represents for example a letter of the alphabet and/or a 
numeral. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAW 
ING 
Other features and advantages of the invention will 

appear more clearly as the following description pro 
ceeds with reference to the appended drawings given 
solely by way of example and wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a partial and enlarged elevational view 

(external half-view and sectional half-view) of an ele 
ment or insert intended to be incorporated in an invisi 
ble manner into an object of artistic value, and 
FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the essential means 

used in the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

According to one example of embodiment and refer 
ring to the appended drawings, an identi?cation device 
complying with the principles of the invention includes 
essentially an element 1 bearing a code and insertable in 
an invisible manner into any valuable object (not 
shown), a system L of means for reading or deciphering 
the element, and a computer 0 with an associated ?le F 
in which is centralized all the information correspond 
ing to the code of the element 1, i.e., all the information 
concerning the valuable object containing the said ele 
ment. 
As seen in FIG. 1, the element or insert 1 may be in 

the form of a cylinder 1 provided with a point for its 
insertion into a valuable object, it being understood that 
the latter may be predrilled to receive the code-bearing 
element 1. The element 1 may thereafter be secured to 
the object by means of, for example, a strongly adhesive 
material, and, in any case, it is sunk in the object so as 
not to be visually detectable. 
On the element 1 are provided notches or the like 2 

obtained by any suitable means and constituting a code 
' corresponding to information about the object in which 
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the element 1 is incorporated. 
In a preferred form of embodiment, each notch 2 is 

constituted by a plurality of ?at and/or arcuate por 
tions. Referring to FIG. 1, it is seen for example that the 
notch 2a displays a plurality of ?at portions, whereas 
the notch 2b consists of ?at portions and a curvilinear 
portion. The notches 2 may or may not extend in a 
perpendicular direction to the axis of the element 1 and 
each have a particular form depending on the meaning 
which it is desired to assign to it. 
According to a preferred form of embodiment, the 

notches 2 each represent a letter of the alphabet, or a 
numeral, or both. 
The cylindrical element 1 is made of a suitable metal 

allowing the detection or locating of the said element by 
any suitable reading means. For example, the element 1 
may be detected by means of X-rays or by ultrasound 
echoing. 
As appears from FIG. 2, the notches 2 of the element 

1 may be read by an appropriate system L of reading 
means. Such reading may be performed for example on 
a valuable object offered for sale and of which it is 
‘desired to check the authenticity. The reading by X 
rays or by echoing once performed, the information 
corresponding to the code of the element 1 are deci~ 
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phered by a computer 0 with an associated ?le F which 
of course will be kept in a place presenting all the desir 
able secrecy safeguards. 
More precisely, the central computer 0 establishes 

the correlation between the shape of each notch 2 and 
the information (e.g. a letter of the alphabet) corre 
sponding thereto, and transmits to the ?le F the com 
mand for obtaining the record or records F1, F2, etc, 
plainly and thoroughly identifying the valuable object 
provided with the element 1. 

It is thus understood that the advantage of such a 
system lies essentially in the centralization in a central 
?le of data relating to a very large number of valuable 
objects, it being understood that such a central ?le must 
be accessible only to duly authorized persons. 
The records F 1, F2, . . . , Fn of the central ?le F may 

of course contain all the necessary information concern 
ing the owner, the origin or the characteristics of the 
valuable object. Of course, the computer must be apt to 
receive all the insertion writings and to process all the 
documents represented by such insertions, it being un 
derstood that it must also take charge of all subscribers’ 
orders, e.g. in case the valuable object is subjected to a 
mutation necessating the introduction of modi?cations 
or of complements into the central ?le. 
There are therefore obtained according to the inven 

tion a method and a device for identifying valuable 
objects allowing the origin or authenticity of such ob 
jects to be proved with absolute certainty. 
Of course, the invention is by no means limited to the 

form of embodiment described and illustrated, which 
has been given by way of example only. 
For instance, the shape, material and dimensions of 

the element insertable into the object, as also the cutting 
of notches in the element, may be selected as desired 
without departing from the scope of the invention. The 
notches 2 may present portions which are more or less 
deep and extend in various directions with respect to 
the axis of the element. 

Likewise, the computer and the associated ?le may be 
placed or arranged in any desired manner, the essential 
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requirement being that the record or records bearing 
the complete information on the object concerned be 
identi?able by the computer according to the informa 
tion obtained from the notches of the element insertable 
into the said object. 
The invention therefore includes all technical equiva 

lents to the means described as well as their combina. 
tions if the latter are carried out according to its gist. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A device for identifying a valuable object such as 

an object of artistic value, comprising an element incor 
porated in an invisible manner into said object and car 
rying coded identi?cation data thereon, in form of at 
least one notch or the like made in said element, reading 
means for reading said coded data, such as an X-ray or 
ultrasound reader device, memory means containing 
information concerning said object, such as a central ?le 
of data, and computer means adapted to establish the 
correlation between the read identi?cation data and the 
information contained in said memory means, said at 
least one notch having a speci?c shape constituting the 
code of an analog value such as an alphabetic character 
or a numeral. 

2. A device for identifying a valuable object such as 
an object of artistic value, comprising an element incor 
porated in an invisible manner into said object and car 
rying coded identi?cation data thereon, in form of at 
least one notch or the like made in said element, reading 
means for reading said coded data, such as an X-ray or 
ultrasound reader device, memory means containing 
information concerning said object, such as a central ?le 
of data, and computer means adapted to establish the 
correlation between the read identi?cation data and the 
information contained in said memory means, said at 
least one notch having a speci?c shape constituting the 
code of an analog value such as an alphabetic character 
or a numeral, each said notch including ?at and/or 
arcuate portions the combination of which constitutes 
the code of one of said analog values. 
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