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STATIC CONDUCT IVITY TESTER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a battery-powered device 
for testing the static conductivity or resistivity of elasto 
meric articles. US. Pat. No. 3,963,981 to Vis discloses a 
leakage and continuity tester for testing medical instru 
ments for ground impedance and leakage current. US. 
Pat. No. 3,784,906 to Ironside, discloses a multiple null 
bridge that uses ampli?ers to test a known resistance 
against an unknown resistance. 

In certain applications the static conductivity of a 
hose or belt can be critical to the safety of the work 
environment. A build-up of static charge in a hose or 
belt that is in service within a hazardous atmosphere can 
result in an explosion. The Rubber Manufacturers Asso 
ciation (RMA) has promulgated standards for the maxi 
mum acceptable resistivity of elastomeric belts in a 
hazardous atmosphere. A device that can determine if 20 
an elastomeric article meets this standard is necessary to 
ensure safe operation in a hazardous atmosphere. For 
example, a hose with two wires running throughout its 
length is only conductive if the same wire is grounded 
to the couplings at each end. A testing device such as 
the one disclosed herein, can verify to the operator that 
the hose is connected properly, ensuring safe operation. 
A testing device that provides a readout of the resis 

tivity or conductivity of an elastomeric article is com 
plex to interpret and calibrate. For example, the RMA 
test for belt conductivity requires that the belt have a 
resistivity of 6 megohms or less when 500 volts is ap 
plied a speci?ed distance across the article. There are 
different predetermined industry standards for testing 
nonconductivity as well as for testing the resistivity and 
conductivity of hose articles. Since there are many tests, 
and each test has a different threshold value that deter 
mines whether an article passes or fails the test, a device 
which only provides the actual resistivity of the article 
being tested is somewhat difficult for the operator to 
interpret. Since the primary purpose of a testing device 
of this type is to determine if the article is suitable for a 
particular service, a read-out of pass/fail has more sig 
ni?cance to the operator than the read-out of the actual 
resistivity of the article. A device that provides a pass 
/fail readout for various elastomeric articles being 
tested for resistivity or conductivity was deemed highly 
desireable. Such a device is the object of the invention. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention pertains to a battery-powered device 
which indicates whether a particular elastomeric article 
is sufficiently resistant to or conductive of static elec 
tricity for the speci?c application. The device includes 
a comparator network comprised of two ampli?ers. 
The ampli?ers compare the potential from an input test 
branch circuit that includes switching mechanism cir 
cuitry and the resistance across two probes provided by 
the elastomeric article being tested with the potential 
from a reference branch circuit which contains resis 
tance which remain constant from test to test. If the test 
potential exceeds the reference potential, then a light 
illuminates indicating that the device has “passed” the 
test. If the reference potential exceeds the test potential 
than a light illuminates indicating that the device has 
“failed” the test. The test potential must exceed the 
reference potential for the device to indicate “pass”, 
whether the device is set for testing resistivity or con 
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2 
ductivity. In order to achieve this uniform result, each 
available setting appropriately scales the input test 
branch potential as detected by the comparator net 
work; scaling is achieved by connecting electrical com 
ponents in various con?gurations to create a unique 
switching mechanism circuit for each setting. The in 
vention is equipped with a selector switch that ‘enables 
the operator to select a setting for the article being 
tested, and whether the article is to be tested for con 
ductivity or resistivity. The selector switches trip corre 
sponding switches in the circuitry to make the appropri 
ate comparison. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Certain preferred forms of the invention will be de 
scribed with reference to the accompanying drawings, 
wherein like numerals designate like parts, and in 
which: 
FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the network of the inven 

tion; 
FIG. 2 depicts the detailed circuitry of the static 

conductivity tester; 
FIG. 3 is a ?gure of the enclosed device as it would 

appear if testing a hose. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE 
INVENTION 

Referring ?rst to FIG. 1, the static conductivity tes 
ter comprises comparator network 30, switching means 
20, battery 10, probes 22, and output indicator 32 con 
nected as shown. 
The comparator network 30 receives input potential 

from points 24 and 26. If the potential at 24 is higher 
than the potential at 26, then a light indicating pass is 
illuminated in output indicator 32. Similarly, if the po 
tential at 26 exceeds the potential at 24, then a light 
indicating fail is illuminated in output indicator 32. 

Referring in detail to the embodiment of FIG. 2, the 
switching means can be seen to consist of many 
switches. The settings available are “nonconductive” 
(resistive) SlA, “belt conductivity” S2A, “hose con 
ductivity” 83A and “static wire” S4A. By selecting the 
desired setting, the operator trips a corresponding 
switch in the electrical hardware SIB, 82B, 83B, or 
$48. Switch 85A is a battery check that is done with 
the probes 22 shorted, corresponding switch SSB is also 
tripped during battery check and the Zener reference 
D3 provides the necessary voltage drop to determine if 
the battery has suf?cient voltage. The light indicating 
pass DS2 illuminates if the battery output is sufficient as 
compared to the Zener reference. 
For testing the conductivity or resistivity of ,an elas 

tomeric article, the probes 22 must be placed a speci?ed 
distance apart on the article, as shown in FIG. 3. The 
article then, provides a resistance through which the 
current ?ows. Resistances R2, R3, R4, R6, and R7 are 
incorporated into the electrical hardware. The switch 
ing mechanism 20' is used to select which resistances the 
current will ?ow through for a given test. The values of 
resistances R2, R3, R4, R6, and R7 were back calcu 
lated using the industry standards for acceptable static 
conductivity of belts and hoses. The standards are used 
as the maximum resistance across the probes in order 
for the device to indicate “pass”, if the device is set for 
testing the conductivity of the article. 
Comparator network 30’ comprises two current dif 

ferential-input comparators U2 and U1. The inverting 
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input terminals of U2 and U1 are connected to the refer 
ence branch circuit 28' through junction 26. The non 
inverting input terminals of U2 and U1 are connected to 
the input test branch circuit through junction 24. The 
output terminal of U2 is connected to a light emitting 
diode DSl which is continuously forward-biased by 
potential V33, but is connected to U2 in such a way that 
current cannot flow freely out of U2 through its output 
terminal. The output terminal of U1 is connected to a 
light emitting diode DS2 which is forward-biased when 
the potential at 24 exceeds the potential at 26 because, in 
that case, Ul’s output potential goes high. The voltage 
generated from the reference branch circuit 28' is the 
minimum potential that must be exceeded by the poten 
tial at junction 24, in order for the output indicator 32' 
to light the DS2 “pass” indication means. If the poten 
tial at 26 exceeds the potential at 24, the output indica 
tor 32' indicates “fail” by causing DSl to light. A read 
ing of “pass” indicates that the elastomeric article being 
tested has the requisite “resistivity” or “conductivity” 
value according to the established industrial standards; 
and a reading of “fail” indicates the elastomeric article 
fails to have the requisite value. 
As shown in FIG. 2, the tester circuitry is supplied 

with a source electrical potential V33 by way of a volt 
age or power source 10' that substantially maintains the 
direct current voltage represented by El. Potential 
VBB is supplied to the tester through switch S6. The 
switching mechanism 20’ is connected to probes 22’, 
which function as the means for ?owing the electrical 
current of the testing device through the elastomeric 
article, and is also connected to current-limiting resistor 
R8. Resistor R8 is, in turn, connected to a ?rst, second, 
and third branch which operate together to protect 
comparator network 30’ from gross overvoltage. The 
?rst branch comprises a diode D1 that is reversed 
biased due to V33. The second branch comprises a 
reversed-biased diode D2 connected to ground poten 
tial. The third branch comprises capacitor C1 con 
nected to ground potential. The electrical potential seen 
at junction 24, is that generated from the input test 
branch circuit comprising the elements described 
above, namely, the switching mechanism 20’, probes 
22’, resistor R8, and the ?rst, second, and third 
branches. The electrical potential seen at junction 26, is 
that generated from the reference branch circuit 28' 
comprising resistors R9 and R10 and the source electri 
cal potential V3];. 
The simplicity of the device can be appreciated by 

referring to FIG. 3. The operator only has to turn the 
device on and select the desired test as provided by the 
switching means 20. Note that the switch number of 
FIG. 3 correspond to the switch number and their des 
ignated functions in FIG. 2, and that the actual embodi 
ment can designate the function of each switch in a 
variety of ways. By placing the probes 22 a speci?ed 
distance apart on an elastomeric article, shown as a hose 
40, the device will indicate if the article “passes” or 
“fails” by illumination of the appropriate light in output 
indicator 32. 

It should be noted that the device, when testing belt 
resistivity, does not duplicate the RMA test, which 
requires that 500 volts be applied across the article to 
determine if the belt is suf?ciently resistive. Rather the 
device correlates to the RMA test, so that using the 8 
volt power source in the instant device results in an 
accurate determination of whether the belt would pass 
or fail the RMA test. Many belts were tested for resis 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 

55 

65 

4 
tivity using both the tester disclosed herein and the 
RMA test. The correlation between the resulting RMA 
test read-out and the pass or fail reading given by the 
tester was found to be 100%. 
The components of the circuit illustrated in FIG. 2 

was further described in the table below. The values 
and descriptions of the components represent the best 
mode known at this time for carrying out the invention, 
but in no way limit the components to the particular 
arrangement of elements shown, or to the values and 
function of the component provide an inadequate de 
scription to obtain the component. 

Component Value Description 

R1 15K Resistor 
R2 16.4 M Resistor 
R3 3.3 M Resistor 
R4 33.6K Resistor 
R5 22 ohms, 5 W Resistor 
R6 23.7 ohms, 1% Resistor 
R7 750 ohms Resistor 
R8 20K Resistor 
R9 10K, 1% Resistor 
R10 20K, 1% Resistor 
R11 100 ohms Resistor 
R12 100 ohms Resistor 
D1 — Diode, #In 4148 
D2 — Diode, #In 4148 

D3 4.7 v, 5% Diode, #ln 4732A 
(Zener reference) 

C1 .01 Farads Capacitor 
U1 - Dual Op. Amp. 0A2, #LMSll 
U2 — Dual Op. Amp. 0A2, #LM311 
E1 8 v, 2.5 AH Gates Battery 

4 “D" Cells 

It will be understood that a variety of modi?cations 
and variations may be employed without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention, as de?ned by 
the appended claims. For instance, the voltage refer 
ence could contain any value of resistances against 
which it is desired to test a certain article, changing the 
values of the resistances in the switching mechanism 
accordingly. Also, the probes could be replaced by a 
variety of means to test the resistance across the article. 
The invention in no way is intended to be limited by the 
speci?c components or arrangement of component 
shown in the preferred embodiment of FIG. 2. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A tester for comparing the resistivity or conductiv 

ity of an elastomeric article against a predetermined 
standard to determine its suitability for a speci?c appli 
cation, said tester comprising: 

a direct current voltage source capable of supplying 
the tester with a source electrical potential; 

means for ?owing the electrical current of the testing 
device through the elastomeric article to be tested; 

switching mechanism circuitry with multiple settings 
that provides a means for selecting one of the set 
tings, each setting selected to trip a switch within 
the switching mechanism circuitry that corre 
sponds to a particular con?guration of electrical 
components to correspond to a type of test; 
wherein at least one setting is capable of checking 
the source electrical potential of the direct current 
voltage source so that the output indicator will 
indicate “pass” if the direct current voltage source 
is holding a voltage suf?cient to supply the tester 
with the source electrical potential necessary to 



4,742,295 
5 

allow the tester to test the elastomeric articles 
against the predetermined standards; 

a comparator network comprising two direct current 
differential-input comparator ampli?ers, each am 
pli?er having a ?rst inverting and second non 
inverting input terminal and an output terminal, 
wherein each of the ?rst inverting input terminals 
is connected to a reference branch circuit compris 
ing at least one known resistance and the source 
electrical potential, and wherein each of the second 
non-inverting input terminals is connected to an 
input test branch circuit comprising the source 
electrical potential, the switching mechanism, and 
the means for ?owing the electrical current; the 
comparator network serving to compare the poten 
tial generated from the reference branch circuit 
with the potential generated from the input test 
branch circuit; and 

an output indicator comprising a “fail” indication 
means connected to one of the two comparator 
ampli?ers by way of its output terminal, and a 
“pass” indication means connected to the other one 
of the two comparator ampli?ers by way of its 
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6 
output terminal; the output indicator to indicate 
“pass” when the potential generated from the input 
test branch circuit exceeds the potential generated 
from the reference branch circuit, and the output 
indicator to indicate “fail” when the potential gen 
erated from the reference branch circuit exceeds 
the potential generated from the input test branch 
circuit. 

2. The tester of claim 1 wherein the means for ?ow 
ing electric current through the elastomeric article of 
unknown resistance is by the use of probes placed a 
speci?c distance apart on the article. 

3. The tester of claim 1, wherein the direct current 
voltage source is a suitable electrochemical battery 
means, and wherein the comparator network is pro 
tected from gross overvoltage and excess current by 
connecting a ?rst, second, and third branch to the input 
test branch circuit and placing a current-limiting resis 
tor into the input test branch circuit, the ?rst branch 
comprising a diode and the source electrical potential, 
the second branch comprising a diode, and the third 
branch comprising a capacitor. 

* * * * * 


