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METHOD OF BONDING SILICONE RUBBER TO 
METAL 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. 
No. 800,557, ?led Nov. 21, 1985. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates generally to methods 

for achieving superior bonds between synthetic elasto 
mers and metals and, speci?cally, to a method for 
achieving a superior bond between silicone rubber com 
positions and metals. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Various techniques are known in the art for adhering 

silicone rubber to metal surfaces. The normal technique 
for adhering silicone rubber to a metal member is to 
subject the metal member to a phosphating treatment 
prior to priming the metal member and contacting the 
member with the silicone rubber. The phosphating' 
technique involves one or more hot alkali dip and rinse 
cycles, followed by a phosphate dip and rinse cycle. 
Good bonds can be obtained if the phosphate level is 
correct. However, if the phosphate concentration in the 
phosphate dip is too low or too high, poor bonds result. 
Another prior art technique for preparing metal sur 

faces for bonding to silicone rubbers is sand blasting. 
Using this technique, the metal surface is silica sand 
blasted to remove scale, corrosion, and other foreign 
matter. The sand blasting technique is a cleaner process 
than phosphating but results in bonds of variable qual 
ity. The process is also labor intensive. 
There exists a need for a method for forming an im 

proved bond between silicone rubber and metal sur 
faces which consistently produces reliable bonds, which 
is not labor intensive, and which is an easy and clean 
process. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In the method of bonding silicone rubber to a metal 

member of the invention, the metal member is ?rst 
treated by heating the metal member in the presence of 
oxygen to a temperature and for a time suf?cient to 
form an oxide layer on the outer surface of the metal 
member. Thereafter, the treated metal member is con 
tacted with an uncured silicone rubber composition and 
the silicone rubber composition is cured to bond the 
treated metal member to the silicone rubber composi 
tion. 
A method is also shown for forming a silicone rubber 

gasket of the type having reinforcing metal members 
bonded to the silicone rubber. The metal members are 
?rst treated by heating in an atmospheric oven in the 
range from about 500° to 600° F. for a time suf?cient to 
produce a blue coloration in the outer surface of the 
metal member which is visually distinguishable and 
which is characteristic of an oxide layer on the outer 
surface of the metal member. The treated metal member 
is allowed to cool to room temperature and is primed. 
Thereafter, the treated and primed metal member is 
contacted with an uncured silicone rubber composition 
and the silicone rubber composition is cured in a mold 
to bond the treated and primed metal member to the 
silicone rubber composition and form a reinforced gas 
ket of the desired shape. ' 

Additional objects and advantages will be apparent in 
the written description which follows. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a top perspective view of a silicone rubber 

gasket having metal reinforcing rails embedded therein 
and bonded to the silicone rubber by the method of the 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE I 
INVENTION 1 

In the method of the invention, the metal member to 
be bonded to silicone rubber is fn‘st “tinted” or treated 
by heating the metal member in the presence of oxygen 
to form an oxide layer on the outer surface of the metal 
member. When a bright piece of steel, such as results 
from machining or polishing, is heated in air, it will 
corrode, forming a thin surface ?lm oxide. The thick 
ness of this skin will vary largely with the temperature 7 
to which the steel is heated and, to a lesser extent, with 
the time held at that temperature. The oxides formed 
display a wide range of color and are sometimes re 
ferred to as “temper colors.” 
The following relationships between oxide layer col 

ors and speci?ed temperatures in 95% plain carbon steel 
have been observed. 

Colors (First Order) Approximate Temp. 
Yellow 380' F. 
Straw 420' F. 
Brown 460' F. 
Purple 500' F. 
Blue 580' F. 

‘"Tempering", Metals Engineering Institute. American Society for Metals, page 10, 
1977. 

It should be noted that the above colors progress 
along the color range not only because of increasing 
temperature but also with the passage of time. Thus, if 
a piece of steel formed the yellow oxide at 380‘ F., 
continued holding at this temperature would result in a 
progressive color change to straw, brown, purple, and 
?nally blue as the oxide layer thickens. 
For purposes of forming the gasket shown in FIG. 1, 

side rails 11 were ?rst formed from cold-rolled steel. 
The rails were then cut into lengths of about 14-15 
inches. After degreasing, specimen side rails were 
heated in a recirculating atmospheric oven, with the 
following results: 

' Temperature Result 

600' F. Heating for 10-15 min. 
produced a blue color indi 
cating a receptive surface. 

500‘ F. Heating for l§—2§ hours 
produced a blue color indi 
cating a receptive surface. 

400' F. Heating for 7-8 hours pro 
duced a light brown color. 

The rails are preferably heated at about 580’ F. for 
about 10 to 15 minutes to produce a blue coloration in 
the outer surface of the metal rails which is visually 
distinguishable and which is characteristic of an oxide 
layer on the outer surface of the metal rails. After cool 
ing, the previously heat treated metal members are then 
primed with a suitable commercially available primer. 
The preferred primer is commercially available from 
Lord Corporation, Chemical Products Group, 2000 
West Grandview Blvd., Erie, Pa., as “Chemlok 608.” 
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Chemlok is described as an elastomer adhesive having a 
density of 7.2 pounds per gallon, having a ?ash point of 
38° F. and a boiling range of 38°—l42° F. The primer is 
preferably sprayed on the metal members. 
Following the priming step, the metal member is 

contacted with an uncured silicone rubber composition. 
The silicone rubber composition is‘ preferably blended 
from an organopolysiloxane elastomer and can include 
?ller materials, processing aids, heat stabilizers, curing 
catalysts, and the like. The silicone rubber composition 
utilized to form the gaskets of the invention is adapted 
to be heat cured in a mold in the desired shape or ex= 
truded and vulcanized. Silicone rubber compositions of 
the above type are well known and can be prepared by 
standard methods known in the art. A discussion of the 
preparation of such compounds can be found, for exam 
ple, in: Eaborn C., Organosilicone Compounds, Aca 
demic Press, New York, 1960; McGregor, R. R., Sili 
cones and Their Uses, McGraw=Hill Book Company, 
New York, 1954; Meals, R. N., and F. M. Lewis, Sili 
cones, Reinhold Publishing Corp., New York, 1959; 
Montermoso, J. C., “Silicone Rubbers”, Chapter 16, in 
Morton, E. D., Introduction to Rubber Technology, 
Reinhold Publishing Corp., New York, 1959; Rochow, 
E. 6., An Introduction to the Chemistry of Silicones, 
Second Edition, John Wiley and Sons, New York, 1951. 
A preferred silicone rubber composition is comprised 

of 100 parts by weight of dimethylvinylsiloxy-ended 
polydiorganosiloxane gum having as a percentage of all 
organic radicals in the gum, 99.85% by weight methyl 
radicals and 0.15% by weight vinyl radicals; 7 parts by 
weight hydroxyl-ended polydimethylsiloxane having 
about 3.0 weight percent silicon bonded hydroxyl; 30 
parts by weight fumed silica ?ller having a surface area 
of 300 m2/ g; and 0.8 parts by weight of 2.5-dimethyl-2.5 
(t-butylperoxy)hexane. ' 

In addition to the above described ingredients, the 
silicon rubber compositions of the invention can contain 
heat stability additives, compression set additives, addi 
tives to improve handling properties, dyes or coloring 
additives, additives to prevent crepe aging and other 
additives conventionally found in heat cured silicone 
elastomers. In the preferred method of forming a gasket 
of the invention, the silicon rubber composition is made 
by blending or milling together the various constituents. 
The order of adding the elastomer, ?ller and additional 
additives is not critical. Preferably, and organopolysi 
loxane elastomer, ?ller material and conventional addi 
tives are mixed together to form the uncured rubber 
composition. Although the preferred method of blend 
ing is to hot mix the rubber composition, it will be un 
derstood that the composition can also be cold mixed. 
The preferred rubber composition is then cooled, the 
curing agent is added. The previously degreased, 
treated and primed metal rails are then placed between 
the upper and lower platens of a mold with the rails in 
a mold cavity of the desired con?guration for the gasket 
which is to be formed. 
The uncured silicone rubber composition is then in 

jected into the mold cavity so that the uncured silicone 
rubber composition contacts the treated and primed 
metal rails. The silicone rubber composition is then heat 
cured in the mold to bond the treated and primed metal 
rail to the silicone rubber composition and form a rein 
forced gasket of the desired shape. The temperature at 
which the rubber compositions are cured to the solid 
elastomeric state depend upon the particular curing 
catalyst chosen, the duration of the cure, amount and 
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type of filler, etc. For the compositions in question, 
curing using molding conditions of 340° F. for 10 min 
utes is acceptable. 
An invention has been provided with several advan 

tages. The preliminary “heat tinting” step provides 
improved bonding of the silicone rubber composition to 
the metal part. The blue coloration of the metal surface 
provides a visual indication of a receptive surface capa 
ble of superior bonding to the silicone rubber composi 
tion. The heat tinting process is less labor intensive than 
said blasting and provides superior results. The process 
of the invention is also easier and cleaner than phosphat 
ing and produces superior results. 
While the invention has been shown in only one of its 

forms, it is not thus limited but is susceptible to various 
changes and modi?cations without departing from the 
spirit thereof. 

I claim: 
1. A method of forming a silicone rubber gasket of the 

type having a reinforcing metal member bonded to the 
silicone rubber, comprising the steps of: 

?rst, treating an unroughened metal member by heat 
ing the metal member in an atmospheric oven in 
the range of about 500°-600° F. for less than one 
hour to produce a change in coloration in the outer 
surface of the metal member which is visually dis 
tinguishable and which is characteristic of an oxide 
layer on the outer surface of the metal member; 

allowing the treated metal member to cool; 
applying a primer to the metal member; and 
thereafter, contacting the treated and primed metal 
member with an uncured silicone rubber composi 
tion and curing the silicone rubber composition in a 
mold with heat to bond the treated and primed 
metal member to the silicone rubber composition 
and form a reinforced gasket of the desired shape. 

2. A method of forming a silicone rubber gasket of the 
type having reinforcing metal rails bonded to the sili 
cone rubber, comprising the steps of: 

?rst, treating unroughened metal rails by heating the 
metal rails in an atmospheric oven in the range of 
about 500°-600° F. for about 10 to 15 minutes to 
produce a change in coloration in the outer surface 
of the metal rails which is visually distinguishable 
and which is characteristic of an oxide layer on the 
outer surface of the metal rails; , 

allowing the treated metal rails to cool to room tem 
perature; 

applying a primer to the metal rails; 
placing the treated and primed metal rails between 

the upper and lower platens of a mold with the rails 
in a mold cavity of the desired con?guration for 
the gasket which is to be formed; 

injecting an uncured silicone rubber composition into 
the mold cavity so that the uncured silicone rubber 
composition contacts the treated and primed metal 
rails, the silicone rubber composition comprising 
an organopolysiloxane elastomer, fumed silica 
?ller, and peroxide catalyst; and 

thereafter, heat curing the silicone rubber composi 
tion in the mold to bond the treated and primed 
metal rails to the silicone rubber composition and 
form a reinforced gasket of the desired shape. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the silicone rubber 
composition is a dimethylvinyl siloxy-ended polydior 
ganosiloxane gum which is peroxide cured. 
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