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PROCESS FOR MATCHING COLOR OF PAINT TO 
A COLORED SURFACE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention is related to color matching a paint to 
a colored surface and in particular to an improved pro 
cess for matching a paint containing ?ake pigments to a 
painted surface containing ?ake pigments. 

Automobiles and trucks are painted with a wide vari 
ety of paints such as acrylic or nitrocellulose lacquers, 
acrylic, polyurethane, polyester or alkyd enamels and 
the like. A good ’ color match to the above original 
paints on repair or re?nishing of these paints has been 
dif?cult to obtain in some cases. In particular, some 
paints that contain metallic flake pigments are very 
dif?cult to color match since the ?ake orients itself to 
the surface of the painted substrate differently with each 
paint and unless the paint used for re?nishing or to make 
a repair allows the metallic ?ake pigments to orient in_ 

‘ the same manner as in the original paint, the color will 
not match, particularly, when viewed from different 
angles. The aforementioned problems occuron re?nish 
ing of automobiles and trucks and also at a manufactur 

S 

20 

ing plant where repairs are made at the completion of 25 
assembly of the automobile or truck. A method is re 
quired that provides for the addition of a composition 
which changes and randomizes the orientation of the 
metallic ?ake in the paint used for re?nishing or repair. 
The improved process of this invention provides for 

the addition of the aforementioned composition to 
paints used for re?nishing or repair of automobiles and 
trucks. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An improved process for matching the color charac~ 
teristics of a paint containing ?lm forming binder, a 

. liquid carrier, colored pigments and ?ake pigments to 
the color characteristics of a surface layer that contains 
?ake pigments; the improvement comprises the follow~ 
mg: ‘ , . 

adding to the paint a dispersion comprising a liquid 
carrier,a dispersing agent and transparent or semi»; 
transparent extender pigments or rigid inert or 
ganic particles in an amount sufficient to match the 
color characteristics of the surface layer. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
Problems of matching the color characteristics of a 

repair or re?nish paint occur when the ?nish that is 
being repaired or re?nished is a crosslinked enamel 
containing ?ake pigments and the paint used for repair 
or re?nish is a lacquervlike paint. The drying and ?lm 

45 

shrinkage characteristics of an enamel paint ?lm do not ' 
allow ?ake pigments to become completely oriented in 
parallel to the surface of the substrate that was painted, 
The lacquer like repair or re?nish paint does allow for 
a more complete parallel orientation of the ?ake pig 
ments to the surface. The addition of transparent or 
semitransparent extender. pigments such as glass‘beads, 
or rigid inert organic particles to the repair or re?nish 
paint provides for random disorientation of ?ake pig-. 
ments to the extent necessary to match the color charac 
teristics of the surface being repainted or repaired. 

In a typical procedure for matching the color of a 
re?nish or a repair paint to the color of an original, ?nish 
containing ?ake pigments that is being repaired or re 

, charging them into a sand ‘mill or other dispersing 

65 

painted, the pigmentation of the original ?nish is ob- ' 

2 
tained from known paint formulas, from past experience 
with the particular paint or from a color computer. 
Appropriate amounts of tintings which are a dispersion 
of colored pigments, polymeric dispersants and solvents 
and ?ake pigment dispersion are added to an unpig 
mented clear polymer solution and adjustments are 
made with tintings to obtain a visual color match. The 
resulting paint is reduced to a spray viscosity with ap 
propriate solvents and sprayed onto a metal substrate 
and dried. A visual color comparison to the original 
?nish is made and color values at three angles are made 
with an absolute spectrophotometer, shown in Lee et al. 
US. Pat. No. 4,412,744 issued Nov. 1, 1983. The ?op 
index also is measured. I ‘ 

Flop index is determined by the following formula 

K (Li — Lad 

L211 

where L] is the head-onbrightness value, Lz‘is the ?at 
angle lightness value, andLg is the high angle light 
ness value; each of the above values are measured 
by the aforementioned spectrophotometer. K, a 
and b are constants. C . 

These color values and the ?op index values are com 
pared to color values of the original ?nish and a ?op 
index value of the original ?nish. If an acceptable color 
match can be obtained, the re?nish paint is applied. If a I ' 
color match cannot be obtained, particularly if the ?op 
index value of the. original ?nish is lower than the ?op 

I index value of the re?nish paint, the following proce 
dure is used: 
As above, the pigmentation is determined. Appropri- I 

ate amounts of tintings, solvents, ?ake dispersion and 
polymer solution are added and then a dispersion com 
prising liquid carrier, dispersing agent and transparent 
or semitransparent extender pigments or rigid‘ inert 
organic particles are added. The composition then is 
reduced to a spray viscosity and sprayed onto the sub- ’ ~ 

strate and dried. Color values, lightness values and'?op 
index value are measured and if necessary additional 

"timings and/or dispersion of extender pigments or rigid 
inert organic particles are'added to obtain color values 
and ?op index values that ‘match the original ?nish. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
The FIGURE shows three curves which compare 

color matches to the “original” silver metallic coating 
‘of Example 2 using a conventionalor “old” repair or 
re?nish composition and a composition according to the 
instant invention. I . I ,» a 

The dispersion containsabout 5 to 35% by weight of 
a liquid carrier, 10 to 40% by weight, of a dispersing 
resin or‘ agent and 20 to 60% by weight of extender 
pigments or rigid inert organic particles. The dispersion 
is preparedby blending the constituents together and 

equipment and grinding to form a dispersion. 
The liquid carrier of the dispersion can be any of the 

conventional organic solvents which'will keepthe dis- ' 
persing agent, which usually is a resin, soluble. Typical 
solvents that can ‘be used are amyl acetate, buTtyl acetate, 
xylene and mixtures thereof. Water can be used as a, 
solvent if the paint is a water based composition. The 
dispersing agent then used is water soluble or‘water 
dispersible. I 
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The dispersing agent used in the composition prefera 
bly is a soluble resin or can be a typical organic dispers 
ing agent. Useful resins contain an acrylic segment such 
as an alkyl methacrylate like methyl methacrylate, butyl 
methacrylate, ethyl methacrylate, an alkyl acrylate like 
butyl acrylate, ethyl acrylate, a hydroxyl containing 
constituent such as a hydroxy alkyl methacrylate or 
acrylate like hydroxy ethyl methacrylate, hydroxy pro 
pyl methacrylate, hydroxy butyl methacrylate, hydroxy 
ethyl acrylate, hydroxy propyl acrylate, hydroxy butyl 
acrylate and the like. Also, the resin can contain an 
alkyl amino alkyl methacrylate or acrylate such as di 
ethylamino ethyl methacrylate or t-butyl aminoethyl 
methacrylate. 
The resin also contains a drying oil constituent. Typi 

cal drying oil constituents that are readily polymerized 
with the aforementioned acrylic constituents are vinyl 
oxazoline drying oil esters of linseed oil fatty acids, tall 
oil fatty acids, tung oil fatty acids and the like. 
One preferred resin contains an alkyl methacrylate, 

alkyl acrylate, hydroxy alkyl acrylate, alkylamino alkyl 
acrylate and vinyl oxazoline ester of drying oil fatty 
acids. 

Typical transparent or semitransparent extender pig 
ments that are used are coarse and ?ne barytes, crystal 
line silica, aluminum silicate, hollow glass spheres, solid 
glass spheres or mixtures of the above. Also, rigid inert 
organic particles can be used such as polypropylene, 
polyethylene, polystyrene and the like. When using 
these inert organic particles, solvents which swell or 

Y‘ otherwise attack the particles cannot be used. Typi 
' cally, these transparent or semitransparent or rigid inert 
organic particles have a particle diameter in the range 
of about 01-50 microns. 

Preferably, hollow glass spheres are used that have a 
diameter of about 01-50 microns and preferably about 
0.1-20 microns and have a speci?c gravity of about 
2-2.5. These beads have a relatively low speci?c grav 
ity and are resistant to settling out. Particularly pre 

~ ferred are “Zeeospheres” of the type 0/5, 0/8, 0/12, 
0/ 16, W20, 0/45, 200, 400, 0/300 and 16/300. These 
hollow glass spheres are sold by Zeelan Industries, Inc. 
One preferred type is 200 having a mean diameter, by 
volume, of about 5.8 microns and a particle size distri 
bution, by volume, of 90% of the particles having 10.8 
micron diameter or less, 50% of the particles having 4.7 
micron diameter or less, 10% of the particles having 2.3 
micron diameter or less. 

Typical paints that are used on automobiles and 
trucks that are repaired with paints matched by the 
process of this invention are as follows: crosslinked 
acrylic enamels, aqueous and nonaqueous crosslinked 
acrylic dispersion enamels, nitrocellulose lacquers, 
acrylic lacquers and dispersion lacquers, alkyd resin 
enamels, polyester enamels, polyester urethane enamels 
and the like. 

Typical repair or re?nish paints used in this invention 
containing pigment dispersions or tinting in which pig 
ment is dispersed in the aforementioned resin containing 
an acrylic segment and drying oil constituents. The 
paints can be one of the following: acrylic lacquers, 
such as a lacquer having a binder of an acrylic polymer, 
cellulose acetate butyrate and a plasticizer, preferred 
acrylic polymers are the aforementioned acrylic poly 
mer containing an acrylic segment and drying oil con 
stituents and a blend of this polymer and an iminated 
polymer; another useful acrylic lacquer has a binder of 
an acrylic polymer having an acrylic segment and dry. 

O 
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4 
ing oil constituent, cellulose acetate butyrate, plasti 
cizer, an iminated acrylic polymer, an acrylic polymer 
of an alkyl methacrylate and an alkyl acrylate and ethyl 
ene vinyl acetate co-polymer; nitrocellulose lacquers, 
acrylic alkyd enamels such an an enamel of the afore 
mentioned polymer having an acrylic segment and dry‘ 
ing oil constituents blended with an alkyd resin and 
optionally, a polyisocyanate crosslinking agent can be 
used therein; acrylic enamels such as an enamel having 
a binder of a hydroxyl containing acrylic resin and a 
melamine crosslinking agent, acrylic urethane enamels, 
alkyd urethane enamels of an alkyd resin and a polyiso 
cyanate, alkyd enamels, acrylic polyester enamels such 
as an enamel having a binder of a hydroxyl containing 
acrylic resin, a polyester resin and a melamine crosslink 
ing agent or a polyisocyanate crosslinking agent and the 
like. 

Clear coat/color coat ?nishes on automobiles and 
trucks can be repaired or re?nished with the above 
paints. The color coat or pigmented coat is matched by 
the process of this invention and than a clear coat of a 
conventional lacquer or enamel is applied over the 
color coat and dried. 

Typical acrylic re?nish paints that can be used in the 
process of this invention are shown in Walus et al U.S. 
Pat. No. 3,488,307 issued Jan. 6, 1970, Donatello et al 
U.S. Pat. No. 3,553,124 issued Jan. 5, 1971, Willey U.S. 
Pat. No. 3,711,433 issued Jan. 16, 1973, Meyer U.S. Pat. 
No. 4,168,249 issued Sept. 18, 1979 and Fry U.S. Pat. 
No. 4,451,600 issued May 29, 1984. Typical acrylic 
alkyd re?nish paints that can be used are shown in 
Miller et al U.S. Pat. No. 3,585,160 issued June 15, 1971, 
Miller U.S. Pat. No. 3,753,935 issued Aug. 21, 1983 and 
Miller U.S. Pat. No. 3,844,993 issued Oct. 29, 1974. 
Typical acrylic polyurethane enamels that can be used 
are shown in Vasta U.S. Pat. No. 3,558,564 issued Jan. 
26, 1971 and Crawley et a1 U.S. Pat. No. 4,131,571 
issued Dec. 26. 1978. Typical alkyd resin paints that can 
be used are shown in Miller U.S. Pat. No. 3,789,037 
issued Jan. 29, 1974. 

Nitrocellulose lacquers that can be used contain ni 
trocellulose resin having a viscosity of about %—6 sec 
onds as the binder. Preferably, a blend of nitrocellulose 
resins are used. One useful blend contains about 1—20% 
by weight based on the weight of the binder, of 5-6 
second viscosity nitrocellulose and 5-40% by weight, 
based on the weight of the binder of 121 second nitrocellu 
lose. Optionally, the lacquer can contain about 05-15% 
by weight, based on the weight of the binder, of ester 
gum and 5-35% by weight of castor oil. 
The aforementioned paints contain conventional col~ 

ored pigments and ?ake pigments. Typical ?ake pig 
-ments are bright aluminum ?ake, extremely ?ne alumi 
num flake, medium particle size aluminum ?ake, bright 
medium coarse aluminum ?ake and the like, mica?ake 
coated with titanium dioxide pigment also known as 
pearl pigments. Conventional pigments that are used are 
titanium dioxide, carbon black, mono azo red toner, red 
iron oxide, quinacridone maroon, transparent red oxide, 
dioxazine carbazole violet, iron blue, indanthrone blue, 
chrome titanate, titanium yellow, mono azo permanent 
orange, ferrite yellow, mono azo benzimidazolone yel 
low, transparent yellow oxide, isoindoline yellow, tetra 
chloroisoindoline yellow, anthanthrone orange, lead 
chromate yellow, phthalocyanine green, quinacridone 
red, perylene maroon, quinacridone violet, pre-dark 
ened chrome yello'w, thio-indigo red, transparent red 
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oxide chip, molybdate orange, molybdate orange red, 
and the like. ‘ ' 

The process of this invention can be. used to prepare 
‘paints at a paint manufacturing plant that will match 

, known colors of paints currently in use on automobiles 
and trucks. This is'known in the paint trade as a “Fac- ', 
.to'ry Package". Factory Package paints can be made’ 
under controlled process conditions and matched to 
known colors currently in use. The addition of transpar 
ent or semitransparent pigments as discussed above 
make it possible to obtain" color matches to known col 

I ' The process of this invention also can be used to style 
paints. Transparent or semitransparent' extender pig— 
,ments such as hollowrglass beads are added "to a paint 
containing ?ake pigments such as aluminum ?ake orv the 
above pearl pigments in an amount sufficient to ‘obtain 
the desired glamour for a ?nish of the paint. 

Another aspect of this invention is to add colored 
' pigment dispersions and ?ake dispersion to a dispersion 7 
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containing the aforementioned extender pigments in ' . 
suf?cient amounts to match the color characteristics of ' 
a surface that is being painted. 
The following examples illustrate 

EXAMPLE 1 

The following aluminum tinting and polymer solu 
tions were prepared and blended together to form an 
aluminum premix: ~ ' 

Parts by 
Weight 

12.3 

, Aluminum Tinting 

Solvent blend (5% amyl 
acetate. 23.75% butyl 
acetate and 71.25% xylene) 
Thickener solution (3% ' 
ethylene glycol, 67% xylene, 
10% ammonium bentone, 
20% "Antitérra" u wetting agent 
which is a high I “ i 

' molecular weight salt .of poly- ‘ 

carboxylic acid) I _ 

Acrylic Resin Dispersion ' 
(60% solids of an acrylic 
vinyl oxaz'oline ester » ’ 

polymer described in Example 1 
of Miller U.S.~Pat. No. I 

3,844,993) ' 

Aluminum Flake Paste (70% solids 
coarse ulurninum'?ake in 
mineral spirits) 
Total 

"9.07 

32.0 

100.0 

The above constituents were thoroughly‘ blended’ 
together to form the aluminum tinting. 

’ 7 . v Parts by . 

Polymer Solution A g ' Weight, 

Butyl acetate ' " " 13.79 

Ethylene glycol monoethyl ether acetate, 16.94 
Xylene ‘ ' . ' ‘ 13.61v 

Cellulose acetate .butyrate 3.81 
(20 second viscosity) 7 
Iminated acrylic polymer 9.52 
solution (40% polymer solids in 
solvent of an acrylic polymer 
containing carboxylic acid groups 
reacted with propyleneimine) 

42.33 E/VA Dispersion (6% solids 

the invention. All 
parts and percentages are on a weight basis unless indi 

, cated otherwise. » ' 

IQ LII 
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-continued 
' Parts by 

Polymer Solution A Weight 

’ dispersion in blend of ' 

xylene/butyl acetate of' ' 
ethylene/ vinyl acetate copolymer’) . " y 

» . ' . Total 100.00 I 

The above constituents were thoroughly 

.5. 

blended 
together to form a polymer solution. .‘ ' ' ' ‘ ' 

y 1 ' n I Parts by 

Polymer Solution B ' Weight 

I 'Butyl'acetate 1 . . 15.87. 

Ethylene glycol’monoethyl ether acetate 19.50 ' 
Xylene ‘ , , 15L67' 

[Cellulose acetate butyrate 3.29 
(20 second viscosity) I 
Butyl benzyl phthalate" 2.64 
lminuted zicrylic polymer 10.71 
solution (described above) ‘' 
Acrylic polymer solution (40% ~ 4.88 
solids ot" a polymer ol'85% 
methyl methacrylate and 15% 
butyl acrylate in I i 

' organic solvent) _ ' ' 

E/VA ‘Dispersion (described above) ' 27.44 g 

' Total 100.00 

The above’ constituents were thoroughly blended 
together to form a polymer solution. ' . 

An aluminum premix was prepared by blending the 
following constituents: 

Parts by . 
Weight ‘ 

Polymer, solution A 278.42, 
(prepared above) . . 

Polymer solution B 177.82 
(prepared above) 
Aluminum Tinting (prepared above) 136.36 ‘ 
Total ' ' 592.60 

_ CONTROL PAINT 
An aluminum 

used to make the aluminum tinting to 592.6 parts of 
aluminum premix and thoroughly mixing the acrylic 
resin dispersion and premix. , I 

» The resulting paint had an aluminum pigment volume 
a concentration of 10.9 and an aluminum/binder ratioof 

55 

60 

65 

‘ ments were compared. 

about 30/100. » I 

The above paint was reduced to a spray viscosity 
with conventional thinner'solvents and sprayed onto a 
primed steel panel. A 'clear‘composition of an acrylic 
urethane polymer was then sprayedover the aluminum 
paint on the panel and dried at ambienttemperature for 
about 8 hours. Readings were takengon the panel with ‘ 
an absolute colorimeter described in US. Pat. No. 
4,412,744 issued on ‘Nov. 1, 1983 to'Lee and Reilly at 
three different angles, i.e., near specular, ?at and high; 
and are shown respectively as L1, L2 and L3 on the 
Table. L1 is also known as head on brightness, L2 as flat 
angle lightness and L3 as high angle lightness. The Flop 
.Index was also'calculated. The aluminum paint pre 
pared above which was without extender pigments is 
the control to which paints containing extender pig 

I paint was prepared by adding ‘12.78 I 
‘ parts by weight of , the above acrylic resin dispersion 
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A conventional technique for adjusting the Flop 
Index and lightness of a paint containing ?ake is to add 
a dispersion of titanium dioxide pigment. In many cases, 
titanium dioxide pigment masks the appearance of the 
aluminum ?ake at the high angle lightness, L3, and 
produces a ring like effect which is known as a “bulls 
eye effect" which is an unacceptable repair for a finish. 
The following dispersions 2-13 were added to the 
above aluminum premix at the same pigment volume 
concentration as the titanium dioxide pigment was 
added. The lightness values and Flop Index Values 
were measured and are shown in the Table and can be 
compared to the values obtained with titanium dioxide 
pigment. 

No. l Titanium Dioxide Pi?ment Dispersion 

Parts by 
White Pigment Dispersion Weight 

Acrylic Resin Dispersion 28.88 
(described above) 
Organic solvent 12.73 
Titanium dioxide pigment 56.39 
(Particle size up to 3.2 microns 
and an effective diameter of 
0.2 microns) 
Thickener solution 2.00 

(described above) 
Total 100.00 

The above constituent are charged into a sand mill 
and ground to form a uniform dispersion. 
The following constituents are mixed together to 

form a white tinting: 

Parts by 
White Tinting Weight 

White Pigment Dispersion (prepared above) 89.00 
Acrylic Resin Dispersion 9.45 
(described above) 
Organic solvent 1.55 
Total 100.00 

36.04 parts by weight of the above white tinting are 
added to 592.6 parts by weight of the aluminum premix 
prepared above to provide a titanium dioxide pigment 
volume concentration of 4.5 and an aluminum/binder 
weight ratio of 30/100. The resulting composition was 
reduced to a spray viscosity and sprayed onto a primed 
steel panel. A clear composition of an acrylic urethane 
was sprayed over the above applied composition and 
dried at ambient temperatures as above and color mea 
surements were made and are recorded in the Table. 
Versus the control, the measurements show a decrease 

' in head on brightness, L1, an increase in ?at angle light 
ness, L2, and a large increase in high angle lightness L3 
and a decrease in Flop Index. These data show that by 
using titanium dioxide pigment, _a large increase in high 
angle lightness, L3, is obtained and in general a good 
color match using titanium dioxide pigment cannot be 
expected. 

Parts by 
No. 2 Coarse Barytes Dispersion Weight 

Acrylic Resin Dispersion 345.1 
(described above) 
Organic solvent 103.6 
Barytes extender Pigment (coarse- 1251.3 
particle size up to 80 microns 

20 

25 

40 

45 

55 

65 

-continued 
Parts by 

No. 2 Coarse Barytes Dispersion Weight 

and having an effective 
diameter of 8 microns) 
Total 1700.0 

The above constituents were charged into a sand mill 
and ground to form a dispersion. 

28.18 parts by weight of the above barytes dispersion 
and 7.05 parts by weight of the acrylic resin dispersion, 
described above, were added to 592.6 parts by weight of 
the aluminum premix prepared above to provide a bary 
tes pigment volume concentration of 4.5 and an alumi 
num/binder weight ratio of 30/100. The resulting com 
position was reduced to a spray viscosity and sprayed 
onto a primed steel panel. A clear composition of an 
acrylic urethane was sprayed over the applied composi 
tion and dried at ambient temperatures as above and 
color measurements were made and are recorded in the 
Table. The measurements in comparison to the control 
show a decrease in head on brightness, L1, an increase 
in flat angle lightness, L2, and an increase in high angle 
lightness, L3, but not as great as with titanium dioxide 
and a decrease in the Flop Index. The above data, in 
particular the high angle lightness data, indicates that a 
better color match can be made using barytes dispersion 
in comparison to a titanium dioxide pigment dispersion. 

NO. 3 LOW MICRON BARYTES DISPERSION 

The dispersion is prepared the same as above coarse 
barytes dispersion except low micron barytes extender 
pigment having a weight average particle size of 0.3 to 
30 microns having an effective diameter of 6 microns 
was used for the coarse barytes extender pigment. 
As above, the low micron barytes dispersion was 

added in the same amount to the acrylic resin dispersion 
and to the aluminum premix prepared above and the 
resulting composition was reduced to a spray viscosity 
and sprayed onto a steel panel. A clear composition of 
an acrylic urethane was sprayed over the applied com 
position and dried at ambient temperatures as above and 
color measurements were made and are recorded in the 
Table. The results are similar to those of the above 
aluminum paint containing coarse barytes extender pig 
ment but the low micron barytes dispersion did not 
move the L1, L2, L3 and Flop Index Values as far as the 
coarse barytes. 

Parts by 
No. 4 Aluminum Silicate Dispersion Weight 

Acrylic Resin Dispersion 314.8 
(described above) 
Organic solvent _ 159.8 

Aluminum silicate extender 660.4 

pigment (particle size up to 
20 microns and having an 
effective diameter of 
3 microns) 
Total 1135.0 

The above constituents were charged into a sand mill 
and ground to form a dispersion. 
2063 parts by weight of the above aluminum silicate 

dispersion and 7.06 parts by weight of the acrylic resin 
dispersion, described above were added to 592.6 parts 
by weight of the aluminum premix prepared above to 
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provide an aluminum silicate pigmentvolume concen 
tration of 4.5 and an aluminum/binder weight ratio of 
30/ 100. The resulting composition as reduced to a spray 
viscosity, and sprayed onto a primed. steel panel. A» clear 
composition of an acrylic urethane was sprayed'over 
the applied Composition and dried at ambient tempera 
tures as above and color measurements were made and 
are recorded in the Table. The measurements in com 
parison to the control show a slight decrease in head on 

’ brightness, L1, only a slight increase in ?at angle light 
ness, L2, and a slight increase in high angle lightness, L3. 

4,692,481. 

The Flop Index decreased only slightly. The above data . 
indicates that only a slight, change can be obtained for 
L1, L2 and L3 values using aluminum silicate due to its 
small particle size. 

Parts by 
No. 5 Glass Bead Dispersion Weight 

Acrylic Resin Dispersion 28.88 
(described above) 
Organic solvent 12.73 
Thickener solution (described above) 200. 
"Zeeospheres“ 0/5 Hollow Glass Beads 56.39 

(having a diameter of 0.1-5 ' 
microns and an average, by weight, 
diameter'of 2.0 microns and a 
speci?c gravity of 2.4) 

100.00 

The above constituents were charged into a sand mill 
and ground to form a dispersion. 

20 
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19.79 parts by weight of the above glass bead disper- ‘ 
sion and 7.0 parts by weight of the acrylic resin disper 
sion were added to 592.6 parts by weight of the alumi 
num premix prepared above to provide a glass bead 
pigment volume concentration of 4.5 and an alumi 
num/binder weight ratio of 30/ 100. The resulting com 
position was reduced to a spray viscosity and sprayed 
onto a primed steel panel. A clear composition of an 
acrylic urethane was sprayed over the applied composi 
tion and dried at ambient temperatures as above and 
color measurements were made and are recorded to the 
Table. The measurements in comparison to the control 
showed a decrease in head on brightness, L1, an in 
crease in flat angle lightness, L1, and a slight increase in 
high angle lightness, L3 and a decrease in Flop Index. 
The above data, in particular the high angle lightness 
data, indicates that a better color match could be ob 
tained using a glass bead dispersion in comparison to a 
titanium dioxide pigment dispersion. 

Seven additional glass bead dispersions were pre 
pared using the above constituents to form the disper 
sion, except the following glass beads were used in 
place of the “Zeeospheres” 0/5 Hollow'Glass Beads: 

No. 6 “Zeeospheres" 0/8 Diameter 0.1-8 
microns, Weight 
Average Diameter 3 
microns 
Sp. Gr. 2.3 
Diameter 0.1-12 
microns, Weight 
Average Diameter 4 
microns 
Sp. Gr. 2.2 
Diameter 0.1-16 
microns, Weight 
Average Diameter 6 
microns 
Sp. Gr. 2.1 

No. 7 “Zeeospheres” 0/12 

No. 8 “Zeeospheres" 0/16 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 
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Diameter 0.1-,20 
microns, Weight 

' Average Diameter 8 

microns. ' — 

I Sp. Gr. 2.0 
Diameter 0.1-45 
microns, Weight 
Average Diameter 12 
'microns I I 

Sp. Gr. 2.0 
Diameter 0.1-300 
microns, Weight’ 
Average Diameterlb 
microns 
Sp. Gr. 2.0 
Diameter 16-300 
microns,.Weight 
Average Diameter 38 
microns 
Sp. Gr. 2.0 

No. 9 “Zeeospheres" 0/20 

No. 10 “Zeeospheres" 0/45 

No. 11 “Zeeospheres" 0/300 

No. 12 “Zeeospheres“ 16/300 

Each of the above dispersions were formulated into a 
paint using the same constituents as used to form afore 
mentioned aluminum paint except one of the above 
glass bead dispersions were substituted for the No. 5 
Glass Bead dispersion. In each case, the resulting com 
position was reduced to a spray viscosity and sprayed 
onto a primed steel panel and a clear composition of an 
acrylic urethane was sprayed over the applied composi 
tion and dried at ambient temperatures and color mea 
surements were» made and recorded in the Table. In 
general, the measurements in comparison to the control 
had decreased head-on brightness, L1, an increase in ?at 
angle lightness, L2, and an increase in high'angle light 
ness, L3. Flop Index and lightness values showed that as 
the glass bead sizes increase, L1 values decrease, L2 
values increase, L3 values increase and Flop Index Val 
ues decrease. In general, thehigh angle lightness data 
indicates that a better color match can be obtained by 
using glass bead dispersions than titanium, dioxide pig 
ment dispersions. I ~ ' 

Parts by 
No. 13 Crystalline Silica Dispersion Weight 

Acrylic Resin Dispersion 10.94 
(described above) ‘ 
Organic solvent blend, 6.60 
Crystalline Silica (Particle 22.98 
size of up to 120 microns 
having a density 0t" 
2.65 g/cm2 and an effective 
diameter of 10 microns) 
Total ‘ 40.52 

The above constituents were charged into a sand mill 
and ground to form a dispersion. 

21.95 parts of the above silica dispersion and 6.85 
parts byyweightof the acrylic resin dispersion were 
added to 592.6 parts by weight of the aluminum premix 
prepared above to provide a silica pigment volume 
concentration of 4.5 and an aluminum to binder content 
weight ratio of 30/100. A clear composition of an 
acrylic urethane was sprayed over the applied composi 
tion and dried at ambient temperatures as above and 3 
color measurements were made and are recorded in the 
Table. The measurements in comparison to the control 
showed a decrease in head on brightness, L1, an in 
crease in flat angle lightness, L2, an increase in high 
angle lightness, L3 and a decrease in the Flop Index. 
The above data indicates that a better color match can 
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be obtained with silica dispersion than can be obtained _Continu€d 
with a titanium dioxide pigment dispersion. P l b 

ars y 

TABLE Carbon Black Tinting Weight 

Absolute Colorimeter Total 100.00 
Readings Flop 

Paints Pigment L1 L2 L3 lndex 

Control None 140.42 56.05 34.11 14.98 
1 Titanium 128.41 59.49 43.58 11.08 

Dioxide 
2 Coarse 124.26 66.23 38.36 10.24 

Barytes 
3 Low Micron 133.58 60.69 35.75 12.76 

Barytes 
4 Aluminum 138.34 56.99 35.22 14.27 

Silicate 
5 Zeeosphere 134.39 59.69 34.97 13.17 

0/5 
6 Zeeosphere 134.52 59.72 35.16 13.16 

0/8 
7 Zeeosphere 131.84 60.75 35.82 12.48 

0/12 
8 Zeeosphere 133.41 60.81 35.62 12.73 

0/16 
9 Zeeosphere 130.74 62.40 36.16 1200 

0/20 
10 Zeeosphere 129.66 62.93 36.55 11.70 

0/45 
11 Zeeosphere 127.37 63.76 37.94 11.07 

0/300 
12 Zeeosphere 125.92 63.93 38.23 10.80 

16/300 
13 Crystalline 124.73 65.38 38.71 10.37 

'Silica 

EXAMPLE 2 

A color match to a silver metallic enamel was pre 
pared by conventional techniques. 
The following dispersions ?rst were prepared: 

Parts by 
Medium Coarse Aluminum Flake Dispersion Weight 

Organic solvent blend 13.60 
Thickener solution (described in Example 1) 4.50 
Aluminum ?ake paste 31.50 
(60% solids coarse aluminum ?ake 
in mineral spirits) 
Acrylic resin dispersion 50.40 
described in Example 1) 
Total 100.00 

The above constituents are charged into a mixing 
vessel and thoroughly blended to form a dispersion. 

Parts by 
Carbon Black Dispersion Weight 

Acrylic resin dispersion 55.65 
(described in Example 1) 
Organic solvent blend 33.35 
Peptized carbon black lake pigment 11.00 
Total 100.00 

The above constituents are charged into a mill and 
ground with steel media to form a dispersion. 

Parts by 
Carbon Black Timing Weight 

Acrylic resin dispersion 80.45 
(described in Example 1) 
Organic solvent blend 1521 
Carbon black dispersion 4.34 
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The above constituents were blended together. 
The following paint was formulated using conven 

tional techniques in an attempt to match the color of the 
silver metallic enamel. 

Parts by 
Weight 

Medium Coarse Aluminum 7.56 
Flake Dispersion (prepared above) 
Aluminum Tinting (prepared in 7.56 
Example 1) 
White Tinting (8.90 parts by weight 3.51 
of a white pigment dispersion prepared 
in Example 1, 78.33 parts by weight of 
an acrylic resin dispersion described in 
Example 1. and 1277 parts by weight of 
a solvent blend) 
Carbon Black Tinting 0.75 
(prepared above) 
l’olymer Solution A 2673 
(described in Example 1) 
Polymer Solution B 53.89 

(described in Example 1) 
Total 100.00 

The above constituents were thoroughly blended 
together and reduced to a spray viscosity and sprayed 
onto a primed steel panel. A clear composition of an 
acrylic urethane was sprayed over the applied composi 
tion and dried at ambient temperatures and color mea 
surements were made as in Example 1 and recorded and 
a curve drawn on the FIGURE of the Drawing. The 
FIGURE of the Drawing has a curve of the values of 
the original silver metallic enamel being color matched. 
As shown on the FIGURE of the Drawing, an exact 
color match was not obtained. To obtain an acceptable 
color match the two curves should coincide. 
The Flop Index Value was 10.9 for the above compo 

sition and for the original silver metallic enamel was 7.8. 
A second paint was formulated using the technology 

of this invention. 
The following dispersions ?rst were prepared: 

Parts by 
Transparent Yellow Oxide Dispersion Weight 

Acrylic resin dispersion 62.99 
(described in Example 1) 
Organic Solvent Blend 12.41 
Transiron Oxide Yellow Pigment 24.60 
Total 100.00 

The above constituents are charged into a media mill 
and thoroughly ground to form a dispersion. 

Parts by 
Yellow Tinting Weight 

Acrylic Resin Dispersion 6.72 
(described in Example 1) 
Transparent Yellow Oxide Dispersion 85.28 
(prepared above) 
Organic Solvent Blend 8.00 
Total 100.00 



The aboveconstituents were thoroughly blended, ' 
together to form the tinting. ‘7 

Parts by 
Monustral Blue’ Dispersion Weight 

Acrylic Resin Dispersion 33.08 
(prepared above) , ; 

' Organic Solvent 0 51.92 

"‘Monasirnl", Blue Pigment l5.00 
Total ' ' 

The above constituents were charged ‘into a media 
mill and ground to form a dispersion. 

Parts by 
Blue Tinting Weight 

Monastral Blue Dispersion 70.78 
(prepared above) 
Acrylic Resin Dispersion I 28.72 
(prepared above) 
Organic Solvent 0.50 

‘ v Total 100.00 

The above constituents were thoroughly blended 
together to form the tinting. . ' ' 

Medium Particle Size Parts by 
Aluminum Flake Dispersion . Weight ' 

Organic solvent 19.80 
Thickener solution (described in Example l) 2.00 
Acrylic Resin Dispersion (described in 46.20 
Example 1) I 7 

Medium particle size aluminum ?ake 32.00 
(65% solids in mineral spirits) 

' Total 100.00 

The above constituents are thoroughly mixed to 
gether to form a dispersion. 
The second paint was prepared by blending together 

the following constituents: ‘ 

Parts by 
Weight 

Carbon black tinting 6.90 
(prepared above) 
Medium Coarse Aluminum 6.28 
Flake Dispersion (prepared above) 
Medium Particle'Size Aluminum Flake 4.71 
Dispersion (prepared above) 
White Tinting. (described above) 1.88 
Yellow Tinting (prepared above) 0.08 
Blue Tinting (prepared above) 0.02 
No. .9 Glass Bead Dispersion 5.89 
(prepared in Example 1) 
Polymer Solution A (described in Example 1) 31.86 

. Polymer Solution B (described in Example 1) 42.38 ' 

100.00 Total 

The above constituents were thoroughly blended 
together and reduced to a spray viscosity and sprayed 

~ ontoa primed steel panel. ‘A clear composition of an 
acrylic urethane was sprayed over the applied composi 
tion and dried at ambient temperatures and color mea- , 
surements were made as in Example 1' and recorded on 
the graph of the FIGURE of the Drawing. As the 
graph shows, an almost exact color match‘ was obtained 
with the second paint. Both curves almost are superim 
posed. ' i ’ 
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‘Flop Index Value was 7.9 in comparison to the Silver ‘ 
Metallic Enamel which was 7.8. 

'I claim: ' p , g, .g j 

1. An improved process for visually matching the 
color characteristics at at least three viewing angles of a . 

. dried paint'?lrn formed from a wet paint comprising 
?lm forming binder, a liquid carrier of solvent or water, 
colored pigments and ?ake pigments to the color char- I I 
acteristics of‘ a surface layer that contains ?ake pig-~ 
ments: wherein the improvement comprises, . ' 

adding‘ to the wet paint a dispersion comprising a, 
liquid carrier of solvent -or water, a dispersing 
agent and extender pigment consisting of hollow 
glass spheres having a diameter of about 01-50 
microns in an, amount sufficient for a dried film of 
the paint'to match the color characteristics of the 
surface layer. 

2. The process of claim 1 in which the ?ake 
are metallic ?ake pigments. ’ . 

3. The process of claim 2 in which the metallic ?ake 
pigments are aluminum ?ake. 

' 4. The process of claim 1 in which the'dispersing » ' 
agent comprises an acrylic resin. . 

s. The process or claim 4in which ‘the acrylic resin, 
comprises an acrylic vinyl oxazoline ester polymer con 
sists essentially of an alkyl methacrylate, alkyl acrylate, 

. hydroxy alkyl acrylate or methacrylate, alkylami'no 

45 

50 

60 

65 

alkyl acrylate and vinyl oxazoline ester of drying oil 
fatty acids. ‘ , ; p 

6. The process of claim 1 in which the ?ake pigments 
are aluminum ?ake, the liquid carrier is an organic sol-l 
vent and the dispersing agent comprises an acrylic vinyl 
oxazoline'ester polymer consisting of an alkyl methac- ' 
rylate, an alkyl acrylate, hydroxy alkyl acrylate or' 
methacrylate, an alkyl amino alkyl acrylate and vinyl: 
oxazoline ester of drying oil fatty acids. 

7. The process of claim 1 in which‘ color characteris 
tics are measured at three different angles with an abso 
lute spectrophotometer and the flop index is determined . 
for the surface'layer and the same values for the dried 
paint are determined and necessary adjustments made 
by adding the dispersion to the paint to match the color 
characteristics and ?op index of the surface layer. 

, 8. The process of claim 1 in which the binder of the 
paint comprises a mixture of an acrylic polymer con 
taining reactive hydroxyl groups and a polyisocyanate. 

9. The process of claim 1 in which the binder of the 
paint comprises an alkyd resin. ' 

10. The process of claim 1 in which the binder of the ' 
paint comprises a blend of an alkyd resin and a polyiso- , 
cyanate. ' ' 

11. The process of claim 1 in which the binder of the 
paint comprises nitrocellulose having a viscosity of 
about I/2-6 seconds.’ 1 I V 0' 

12. The process of claim 1 in which the binder of the 
paint comprises an acrylic polymer, cellulose acetate , 
butyrate and an iminated acrylic polymer. . , 

13. The process of claim 1 in which the binder of the 
paint comprises an acrylic. polymer having drying- oil 
constituents, cellulose acetate butyrate, an organic plas- ' 
ticizer and an iminated acrylic polymer. . ' 

. '14. The ‘process of claim lin which the binderof the’ ‘I 
paint comprises an acrylic'poly'mer having acrylic'seg 
ments and drying oil constituents, cellulose acetate bu 
tyrate, an organic plasticizer, an iminated acrylicpolyr 
rner, an acrylic polymer of an alkyl methacrylate and an 
alkyl acrylate and ethylene vinyl acetate copolymer 

pigments ' 
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15. The process of claim 1 in which the binder of the 
paint comprises an acrylic polymer having acrylic seg 
ments and drying oi] constituents, cellulose acetate bu 
tyrate, an iminated acrylic polymer, and ethylene vinyl 
acetate copolymer. 

16. The process of claim 15 in which the binder of the 
paint contains a polyisocyanate crosslinking agent. 

17. The process of claim 1 in which the binder of the 
paint comprises an acrylic resin, a urethane resin and a 
melamine crosslinking agent or a polyisocyanate cross 
linking agent. 
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18. The process of claim 1 in which the paint com 

prises an acrylic polymer containing reactive hydroxyl 
groups and a melamine crosslinking agent. 

19. The process of claim 1 in which the paint com 
prises an acrylic polymer containing reactive hydroxyl 
groups, a polyester resin and a melamine crosslinking 
agent or a polyisocyanate crosslinking agent. 

20. The process of claim 1 in which the surface layer 
comprises a color coat containing flake pigments and a 
clear coat layer in adherence to the color coat. 

* * * * * 


