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To @ZZ whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANKLIN CHIC/BESTER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Poughkeepsie, in the county of Dutchess and 
State of New York, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Folding Chairs; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the 
art to which »it appertains'to make and use 
the same. 
My invention relates to folding chairs; and 

it consists of the novel arrangement of the 
parts particularly hereinafter described and 
pointed out in my specification and claim; 
and the object of my invention is to increase 
the strength, simplicity, and efficiency of the 
class of chairs to which it relates. 
My'device is illustrated in the accompany 

ing drawings, in which 
Figure l is a perspective View of my chair, 

showing the parts in position for use. Fig. 
2 is a side elevation of the same, showing the 
parts folded together in position for conven 
ient transportation or storage. Fig. 3 is a 
side elevation of that portion of the chair be 
low the seat, showing the parts in position 
for use and havingaportion of one leg broken 
away to better show the relation of the parts. 
Fig. ¿t is an enlarged side view of one leg and 
the upright support abutting against‘it, hav~ 
ing a portion of the leg broken away to bet 
ter show the slot-and-pin connection between 
them; and Fig. 5 is a transverse plan view of 
that portion of the leg containing a recess 

engaging with the slot being shown by dot 
ted lines. ' 

Similar letters refer to similar partsth rough 
out the several views. 
In the drawings, A represents that portion 

of the front leg of the chair which extends 
above the seat to form the back, and A’ that 
portion of it which is below the seat l5. To 
A', near its center, is pivoted at c the other 
leg C in the ordinary way. The seat B is 
pivoted loosely to A’ at a and rests upon the 
leg C for its front support. A’ has a shoul 
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der formed at a', is recessed at f, and has a 
plate E, adapted to cover the recess f and 
shoulder a’. This plate E has in its center, 
running from near the bottom upward to the 
shoulder, a slot c, narrow enough to engage 
and confine the head of the pin or stud F 
and wide enough to permit the free upward 
and downward play of the pin below its head, 
as is shown most clearly in Fig. 4. Toward 
the lower part of the plate F. the slot may be 
enlarged, as at e', to admit the head of the 
pin F in case it is desired to put the plate in 
place before'the insertion of the pin. Oth 
erwise the enlargement of the slot e at any 
point is unnecessary. The pin F is securely 
fastened to the upright brace D, which is 
pivoted at its lowerend to the leg C at d and 
is shaped at the top at cl’ to abut against the ̀ 
shoulder a’ when the chair is in use. This 
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construction gives the strength and security > 
of a direct thrust upon the shoulder a', and 
the brace is held firmly in place by the en 
gaging of the head of the pin F within the 
slot e of the plate E. ÑVhen the chairis fold~ 
ed, as shown in Fig. 2, F drops toward the 
bottom of the slot c; but c’ should be below 
the lowest point reached by F in folding the 
chair, so that D may not become disconnected 
from A’ by the accidental disengagement of 
the pin F from the slot at e’. 
An arm of the ordinary sort may be used 

without in anyway affecting the character of 
my invention. 

If it is deemed necessary in order to stiften 
the chair, rungs may be inserted between A’ 
A’ and C C near the bottom of the chair. 
For use in public halls it maybe found con` 

venient to make my device in the form of a 
settee or series‘of connected chairs, and this 
is in no way inconsistent with my invention, 
which relates especially to the appliance for 
bracing the legs of the chair when open for 
use and for folding them together for trans~ 
portation or storage. 
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I am aware that brace‘bars connecting the , 
legs of folding chairs have been used hitherto 
in various ways, and I do not claim such con-î 
ncction, broadly; but 
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What I do claim, and wish to secure byLet- braces engaging the shoulders or abutments 
ters Patent, is of the legs A', substantially’ as vset forth. Io 
The Combination, with the pivoted legs A’ In testimony WhereofIañix my signature in 

C, the former of Which are provided with presence of two witnesses. 
5 abutments a’ and recesses f, and slotted plates FRANKLIN CHICHESTER. 

covering said recess, of braces D, pivoted at “Titnessesz 
d to the legs C and provided with studs F to IRVING ELTING, 
Work in the slotted plate, the end of said SILAS WODELL. 


